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Battle of Tippecanoe, 1811 
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“Their furniture is better than the exterior appearance of 
their houses would incline a stranger to suppose. They 
have their regular meals as the whites, Servants to attend 
them in their repasts, and the tables are usually covered 
with a clean cloth & furnished with the usual plates, 
knives & forks &c. Every family more or less possess hogs, 
Cattle & horses and a number have commenced to pay 
attention to the introduction of sheep, which are 
increasing very fast.” 

  John Ridge to Albert Gallatin (1826) 
  The Cherokee Removal, p. 36 



“[They] attend to preaching with respectable deportment. 
I am not able to say the precise number of actual 
christians, but they are respectable in point of number & 
character And many a drunken, idle & good for nothing 
Indian has been converted from error & have become 
useful Citizens: Portions of Scripture & sacred hymns are 
translated and I have frequently heard with astonishment 
a Cherokee, unacquainted with the English take his text & 
preach, read his hymn & sing it, Joined by his audience, 
and pray to his heavenly father with great propriety & 
devotion.” 

  John Ridge to Albert Gallatin (1826) 
  The Cherokee Removal, p. 36 
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FIGURE 1: Approximate zones of conflict between independent Indians and Northern Mexicans, ca. 1844.
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