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Model Lesson Plan

Allonie C. Moncriffe

Willowridge High School

	Course:

U.S. History

	Title of Unit:

World War I or

Political, Economic, and Social Issues

of the 1929s
	Title of Lesson:

The New Normal: 

The Impact of the Great Migration 

	Grade Level:

11th
	
	Time Frame:

75 minutes


	Description

Students will learn about the push and pull factors that led to the Great Migration and the new opportunities and hardships for African-Americans in the North. 

	TEKS Objectives 
6 History. The student understands significant events, social issues, and individuals of the 1920s. The student is expected to:

6(A) analyze causes and effects of events and social issues such as immigration, Social Darwinism, eugenics, race relations, nativism, the Red Scare, Prohibition, and the changing role of women

13 (A) analyze the causes and effects of changing demographic patterns resulting from migration within the United States, including western expansion, rural to urban, the Great Migration, and the Rust Belt to the Sun Belt
 

TEKS Skills Objectives

29 (A) use a variety of both primary and secondary valid sources to acquire information and to analyze and answer historical questions;

29 (B) Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing and contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations, making predictions, drawing inferences, and drawing conclusions

29 (H) Use appropriate skills to analyze and interpret social studies information such as maps, graphs, presentations, speeches, lectures, and political cartoons.



	Teacher to Teacher Notes

To complete this activity, you will need to move your desks into six equal groups. 
Print the Great Migration Jigsaw handout for all of your students.  You will also need to print copies of the Great Migration entrance and exit slips for each student. 
You will only need to make about six copies each of “Motives of the Migrants”, “Opportunities up North”, “The Journey North”, “A Duly Needed Workforce”, “Close Quarters”, and the “Red Summer”. (The “Great Migration Visuals” power-point includes both the entrance and exit slips, and the visuals included on each of the jigsaw stations.) 



	Materials needed:

[image: image1.emf]Great Migration  Entrance Slip


[image: image2.emf]Great Migration  Jigsaw Handout



 EMBED Word.Document.12 \s [image: image3.emf]Motives of the  Migrants 


[image: image4.emf]Opportunities up  North 



 EMBED Word.Document.12 \s [image: image5.emf]The Journey North 



 EMBED Word.Document.12 \s [image: image6.emf]A Duly Needed  Workforce 



 EMBED Word.Document.12 \s [image: image7.emf]Close Quarters 



 EMBED Word.Document.12 \s [image: image8.emf]The Red Summer 


[image: image9.emf]Great Migration  Visuals



 EMBED Word.Document.12 \s [image: image10.emf]Great Migration Exit  Slip 



	Websites used:
Great Migration Entrance Slip Source:

http://occawlonline.pearsoned.com/bookbind/pubbooks/divine5e/chapter24/medialib/primarysources2_24_1.html 

Sources for handout text and visuals:

http://wiki.bssd.org/index.php/Interactive_Poem:_Langston_Hughes%27_%22Let_America_Be_America_Again%22 

http://www.inmotionaame.org/migrations/landing.cfm?migration=8 

http://blog.phillipscollection.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/lawrence_migration_17.jpg 

http://www.columbia.edu/itc/history/odonnell/w1010/edit/migration/migration.html 

Great Migration Exit Slip:

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5339/ 

Extension Website:

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=ShowRubric&rubric_id=1113278& 



	Procedures/Activities
Engage:

Students will be introduced to the lesson by completing an entrance slip, where students will analyze the tone of a letter from an African-American migrant and make inferences on life in the north in comparison to the south.(5 minutes)  After students complete their entrance slips, be sure to review their responses while projecting the letter on the screen.
Explain:
Students will then be split into six different groups, where they will read select parts of the text to learn about Great Migration push and pull factors and the effects of the Great Migration in the north and the south.

After moving to their designated groups, students will then analyze the given visuals and follow the given directions under each visual. After analyzing the visuals, students will then read over considerate text regarding the Great Migration and summarize the text on their given jigsaw handout. Students will be given 25 minutes to summarize and analyze their visuals within their expert groups.  (While students are summarizing the given text, and analyzing their visuals, project the timer “online stopwatch.com” on the screen.)
Explore:
After reading their given selections, they will then be sorted into another group, where they will teach their classmates about varying aspects of the Great Migration. Each student will be given five minutes to present their aspect of the Great Migration. (30 minutes)  The students will then, in turn, fill out their jigsaw handout with the information given to them by their group mates.

After students have finished the jigsaw activity, debrief the activity by displaying the “Great Migration Visuals” power-point. Call on students to share out their summarizations of each section of considerate text, then, have students briefly discuss each visual associated with the text. (15 minutes)


	Assessment(s)
Evaluate:
a) Students will write a two-minute paper responding to a letter written by someone during the Great Migration using a perspective that correlates with the time period. (Total time 5-7 minutes)
b) Students will share out their responses to the two-minute paper. 


	Instructional Alternatives

Extend:
Create a Great Migration Collage that details the journey of an African-American from the south to the north, including conditions that led them north, the journey to the north, and conditions faced while they were in the north. Every picture should feature a caption to explain its significance. After the collage has been completed, write a letter to the family and friends that you left behind, detailing your eventful trip, and how you have acclimated to your new life up north. You may use newspapers, magazines, or downloaded pictures to complete this assignment. Students may choose to draw their own pictures to place on the collage. The dimensions of the collage are up to the discretion of the teacher. The following, is a sample rubric for a collage: http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=ShowRubric&rubric_id=1113278& 


	Interdisciplinary Connections

English 3-

 (13)  Writing/Writing Process. Students use elements of the writing process (planning, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing) to compose text. Students are expected to:

(A)  plan a first draft by selecting the correct genre for conveying the intended meaning to multiple audiences, determining appropriate topics through a range of strategies (e.g., discussion, background reading, personal interests, interviews), and developing a thesis or controlling idea
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What inferences can you make on the skill set and educational level of the African-Americans migrating North in the visual?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Opportunities up North

As reports spread of plentiful job opportunities that existed above the Mason-Dixon Line, the workers' situation began to change. They heard fantastic promises but were cautious and awaited reports from pioneers who went north to test the waters. One worker said, "Of course everything they say about the North ain't true, but there's so much of it true, don't mind the other." 

Every conceivable method was used to draw the black labor supply from the South. Labor agents from northern companies stood on street corners offering train passes to the young, male, and strong. It soon sparked a migration fever. Black newspapers carried job advertisements touting good wages and other advantages of living in the North. They also published success stories about recent migrants already making more money than they had ever dreamed possible. Their letters confirming successes were read out in churches, barbershops, and meeting halls. Southerners soaked up all the information available: Was this real? Would they pay? What was it like up North? 

Still, not everyone wanted to go north, and in fact the migrants were not typical southerners in many ways. Over half came from cities and towns and had long abandoned work on the land. The great majority departing from the Alabama steel towns of Birmingham and Bessemer were experienced miners heading for the coal fields of Kentucky, West Virginia, and Pennsylvania. Despite the rural nature of the South, the migrants came from a variety of non-farming occupations. Surveys done in Pittsburgh and Chicago showed that only a quarter of the migrants in those cities came from agricultural backgrounds. 

Rarely did young and old, able-bodied and dependent, parent and children migrate together. It was too expensive. Young men between eighteen and thirty-five who had worked as unskilled industrial laborers were usually the first to go. Many were married and had children and expected to reunite with their families as soon as they had "made their way." 

The reasons for leaving varied: "freedom and independence," better wages, educational opportunities for their children. Still others intended to stay only long enough to save some money and return. One migrant, asked why she left the South, replied: "I left Georgia because I wanted better privileges." Did that mean mixed schools and association with white people generally? "No," she responded, "I don't care nothing about that, but I just want to be somewhere where I won't be scared all the time that something is going to break loose."

The migrants headed to the large industrial centers - Detroit, Pittsburgh, New York, and most of all, Chicago. Leaving home was a wrenching experience, though mitigated by exhilaration as hope for the future in some instances drowned out the accustomed sounds of the past. A migrant from Gulfport, Mississippi, reported from Chicago, "I'm tickled to death over this place. Sorry I was not here years ago."

Though many influences surrounded them, migrants made their own decisions about when and where to go, what type of job to take once they got there. They constantly attempted to control the world around them by negotiation, bargaining, and compromise.
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Describe the job opportunities for African-Americans that made the journey north.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

																											

A Duly Needed Workforce

The arrival of masses of southern black workers changed the face of the industrial world. Employers' initial reluctance to tap this "inferior" stock was quickly erased. "If it hadn't been for the negro at that time," said a former official of the Carnegie Steel Company, "we could hardly have carried on our operations."

The migrants also became easy scapegoats. In the eyes of most whites, low wages, deteriorating factory conditions, unemployed white males, all had but one cause: black workers had been brought in. Labor unions were overwhelmed by the rapid introduction of tens of thousands of African Americans from the South. The labor surplus now made it possible for employers to operate as if the unions did not exist. In the past, labor organizations had absorbed the foreign- born into their ranks, but racism now prevented them from extending a similar welcome to the African Americans. 

The migration altered black employment patterns dramatically. Between 1910 and 1920, the number of African Americans in the manufacturing industries increased by 40 percent. In Chicago in 1910, 51 percent of the black male labor force was engaged in domestic and personal service, but ten years later that figure had been cut nearly in half. In 1910 only sixty-seven blacks were working in the packinghouses of the Windy City; in 1920, there were nearly three thousand. 

Wages varied by city, industry, and the worker's skill level, with the average migrant earning about $25 for a forty-eight to sixty-hour workweek, while Pullman porters could take home as much as $35. Wages remained fairly constant during the migration period, but prices rose quite sharply in a war-related inflationary spiral. In 1919 the Bureau of Labor Statistics estimated that $43 was the weekly income necessary for a family of five to maintain an acceptable standard of living. Obviously, on the migrants' salary alone, most families could not achieve this standard.

Many had been shortchanged in wage agreements that they signed before leaving the South. Those who avoided that pitfall fared little better. Arriving in the North with few assets, they were in no position to bargain over wages. The high cost of food and lodging were sufficient incentives to force many to take the first available job.

After wages, the most common complaint among migrants was lack of opportunity for advancement. The foremen, they stated, favored white workers in the distribution of work, recognition of efficiency, and the opportunity to work overtime. This preferential treatment for whites cost the African-American workers dearly. The denial of promotions cost them even more. 

The low wages paid to black men forced women into the workplace. In Chicago in the 1920s, over 85 percent of African-American women were on the work rolls - 21 percent in manufacturing and 64 percent in domestic service. By comparison, only 31 percent of native-born white women held jobs.													
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How did the Great Migration bring heightened racial tensions to the North?

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

The Red Summer 

 The first years of the Great Migration would see an unprecedented wave of mob violence sweep the nation. Twenty-six race riots - in cities large and small, North and South - would claim the lives of scores of African Americans. But the migrants did not instigate this bloody wave of lawlessness; it was, in most cases, directed at them.

The so-called Red Summer of 1919 actually began two years earlier in East St. Louis, Illinois, in July 1917. It was the only one of the battles to be directly linked to racial conflict in the workplace, but white workers' fear of job competition was likely behind all of them. The East St. Louis riot began after African-American workers were hired to break a strike at an aluminum plant. A delegation of trade unionists met with the mayor and demanded that black migration to the town be stopped. As they left the meeting, they were told that a black man had accidentally shot a white man during a holdup. In a few minutes, the rumor spread that the shooting was intentional and involved an insulted white woman, then white girls. 

Mobs quickly took to the streets, threatening and attacking any blacks they could find. The local police made no attempt to control the situation. Some of the whites later drove through the main black neighborhood firing indiscriminately into homes. Before the rampage ended, forty-eight African Americans were dead, hundreds injured, and more than three hundred buildings destroyed.

Chicago's turn came on July 27, 1919, as the temperature soared into the nineties. Several black children drifted into waters off a public beach, by custom reserved for whites. Stones were thrown at them and one child drowned. A crowd of blacks and whites gathered at the scene. When a black man was arrested on a white's complaint while a white man, identified by black witnesses as a suspect, was not, blacks attacked the arresting white officer and the riot was under way. The violence was confined mainly to the south side of the city, where 90 percent of the African-American population lived. 

In the course of several days of rioting, both blacks and whites were beaten. Thirty-eight people were killed, twenty-three of them black, and 537 were wounded; most of the one thousand families left homeless were African Americans. Although the other riots during that terrible summer varied in ferocity, it was made abundantly clear that race mattered very much in urban America.

Two years after the Red Summer, a riot erupted in Tulsa, Oklahoma. On May 30, 1921, Dick Rowland, a young black man was accused of sexually assaulting a white woman in an elevator, was arrested. On May 31, the Tulsa Tribune published a fictitious news story stating Rowland scratched the woman's hands and face and tore at her clothes. By 10:30 p.m., a mob of nearly two thousand white people surrounded the jail, ready to lynch the man. In hopes of defending him, a group of blacks, who were previously turned away, returned to the jail to assist the sheriff. But before they could return to Greenwood - a predominately black community that achieved such levels of wealth that it earned the reputation as the "Negro Wall Street of America," - the Tulsa Riot began. In its aftermath, more than three hundred African Americans were murdered, nearly six thousand were imprisoned. Half of Tulsa's black population, and as many as twenty-five hundred people, left town, some temporarily but many definitively.
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Great Migration Entrance Slip













      What push factors are shown in the given visuals?









What inferences can you make on the skill set and educational level of the African-Americans migrating North in the visual?











How did many southerners feel about the migration of the African-American labor force? 











Describe the job opportunities for African-Americans that made the journey north.









Create a caption for the given visual.











How did the Great Migration bring heightened racial tensions to the North?
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County: HARRIS     State: TX   Town: Houston   Date: April 29, 1917     Dear Sir: I am a constant reader of the "Chicago Defender" and in your last issue I saw a want ad that  appealed to me. I am a Negro, age 37, and am an all round   foundry man. I am a cone maker by trade  having had about 10 years experience at the business, and hold good references from several shops,  in which I have been employed. I have worked at various shops and I have always been able to make  good. It is hard f or a black man to hold a job here, as prejudice is very strong. I have never been  discharged on account of dissatisfaction with my work, but I have been "let out" on account of my  color. I am a good brass melter but i prefer core making as it is my trade.  I have a family and am  anxious to leave here, but have not the means, and as wages are not much here, it is very hard to save  enough to get away with. If you know of any firms that are in need of a core maker and whom you  think would send me transportation , I would be pleased to be put in touch with them and I assure you  that effort would be appreciated. I am a core maker but I am willing to do any honest work. All I want  is to get away from here. I am writing you and I believe you can and will help me. If  anyone will send  transportation, I will arrange or agree to have it taken out of my salary untill full amount of fare is  paid. I also know of several good men here who would leave in a minute, if there only was a way  arranged for them to leave, and they ar e men whom I know personally to be experienced men. I hope  that you will give this your immediate attention as I am anxious to get busy and be on my way. I am  ready to start at any time, and would be pleased to hear something favorable.    Source:  http://occ awlonline.pearsoned.com/bookbind/pubbooks/divine5e/chapter24/medialib/primarysour ces2_24_1.html  
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County: COOK     State: IL     Town: Chicago     Date: November 13, 1917    Mr. H ———— -     Hattiesburg, Miss.    Dear M ————— : Yours received sometime ago and found all well and doing well. Hope you and  family are well.    I got my things alright the other day and they were in good condition. I am all fixed now and living  well. I certainly appreciate what you done for us and I will remember you in the near future.    M ————— , old boy, I was promoted on the first of the month I  was made first assistant to the head  carpenter when he is out of the place I take everything in charge and was raised to $95 a month. You  know I know my stuff.    Whats the news generally around H’burg? I should have been here 20 years ago. I just begin to f eel  like a man. It’s a great deal of pleasure in knowing that you have got some privilege. My children are  going to the same school with the whites and I don’t have to umble to no one. I have registered — Will  vote the next election and there isnt any ‘yes s ir’ and ‘no sir’ — its all yes and no and Sam and Bill.    Florine says hello and would like very much to see you.    All joins me in sending love to you and family. How is times there now? Answer soon, from your friend  and bro.    Source: http://historymatters.gm u.edu/d/5339/  






Great Migration Entrance Slip






Exit Slip

County:  COOK

 State: Illinois

 Town: Chicago

 Date: November 13, 1917 



From:  Mr. H————

To:  Hattiesburg, Miss. 



Dear M—————: 

Yours received sometime ago and found all well and doing well. Hope you and family are well. 

I got my things alright the other day and they were in good condition. I am all fixed now and living well. I certainly appreciate what you done for us and I will remember you in the near future. 

M—————, old boy, I was promoted on the first of the month I was made first assistant to the head carpenter when he is out of the place I take everything in charge and was raised to $95 a month. You know I know my stuff. 

What’s the news generally around H’burg?  I should have been here 20 years ago. I just begin to feel like a man. It’s a great deal of pleasure in knowing that you have got some privilege.  My children are going to the same school with the whites and I don’t have to umble to no one.  I have registered—Will vote the next election and there isnt any ‘yes sir’ and ‘no sir’—it’s all yes and no and Sam and Bill. 

Florine says hello and would like very much to see you. 

All joins me in sending love to you and family. How is times there now? Answer soon, from your friend and bro. 

Source: http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5339/

					  Two-Minute Paper 

Instructions: Write a response to the letter listed above from the viewpoint of someone who lived in 1917 Hattiesburg, Mississippi.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Create a caption for the given visual.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



















Close Quarters

The migration years saw the emergence of service organizations to provide aid and support to the newcomers, such as the National Urban League, founded in 1911 in New York. The Chicago Urban League opened its doors in 1917, and in its first two years some fifty-five thousand migrants sought assistance in finding jobs and housing. The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and similar organizations provided a needed lifeline for incoming migrants. 

Besides the white-black competition for employment in the cities, there was also white-black competition for living space. Prior to the migration, African Americans were often dispersed in small clusters in several city neighborhoods, where they lived in relative obscurity and invisibility. But soon white opposition effectively closed the market to newcomers, thereby creating ghettos. Whites also fled the areas where black migrants concentrated "as if from a plague." City government, banks, and realtors conspired to keep African Americans' residential opportunities constricted.

 On a single day in Chicago, real-estate brokers had over six hundred black families applying for housing, with only fifty-three units available. When the migrants did find housing accommodations, they were usually dilapidated and barely habitable. Landlords maximized their profits by dividing larger units, with no alterations, into several tiny flats. Black neighborhoods became seriously overcrowded as a result. In Cleveland, the population density in black areas was thirty-five to forty persons per acre, while citywide it was only half that.

The combination of overcrowding, poverty, and poor access to quality medical treatment - even in the North there were few black physicians and hospitals were generally segregated - ensured a variety of serious health problems in African-American communities. Working long, arduous hours in badly ventilated spaces, coming home to equally unhealthy conditions, getting insufficient rest and nutrition made migrants particularly susceptible to many infectious illnesses. African Americans death rates were consistently higher than those of whites. Children were even more at risk. A shocking number died before the age of ten; more than a quarter of these succumbed before their first birthday. The mortality rate for black infants was twice that of white babies. The deaths soared during the steamy summer months in overcrowded slums.
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How did many southerners feel about the migration of the African-American labor force? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



The Journey North

The journey north was made by train, boat, bus, sometimes car, and even horse-drawn cart. It was most often a long, grueling experience; the travelers confronted segregated waiting rooms, buses, and train coaches, as well as unfamiliar procedures and unfriendly conductors. Very little food or drink was available. Fares were expensive, deterring many would-be migrants from making the trip. Regular passenger fares - 2¢ per mile in 1915 - skyrocketed within three years to 24¢ a mile.  Getting to "the Promised Land" did not come cheap, so many migrants made the journey in stages, stopping off and working in places in the South, then continuing on their way. This so-called step migration could take a very long time. Painter Jacob Lawrence recalled that his family was "moving up the coast, as many families were during that migration 

During the early period, northern employers assisted the migrants with transportation. Their agents gave out travel passes whose cost was often deducted from future wages. These agents, who were paid a flat fee for each worker they produced, were selective, favoring those who appeared in good health, men over women, the young over the old.

The railroads, in dire need of workers to transport war material and maintain the rail lines, were among the first employers to recruit. In the summer of 1916, the Pennsylvania Railroad brought sixteen thousand southern African Americans north to do unskilled labor. The agents from the Illinois Central Railroad issued passes to bring workers to Chicago. Other industries central to the burgeoning war economy, such as the steel mills, made great and unprecedented promises to prospective African-American employees. These workers were poor and eager to take advantage of any opportunity. "Just give us a chance" was their common refrain.

So many southerners made their way north on their own that employers soon cut back on travel passes. Meanwhile, local authorities were trying to deny the agent’s access to the black community. In some cases, their passes were not honored at the depots. On many occasions, travelers were pulled off trains to prevent them from leaving the South. Several factors precipitated one of the largest population shifts in the country's history. In 1898, the tiny boll weevil invaded Texas and proceeded to eat its way east across the South. Crops were devastated, thousands of agricultural workers thrown off the land, and the long reign of King Cotton as the region's economic backbone was finally brought to an end.

Even more important was World War I. Its onset in Europe, in 1914, brought a halt - within three years - to the massive immigration of European industrial workers which had been going on for some sixty years. By 1900 more than a million were settling in the United States each year. 

Although the country did not enter the conflict until 1917, it had been supplying the European combatants since hostilities began. The cessation of immigration resulted in an acute labor shortage at a time when workers were needed to gear up the arms and war-supplies industries. The war created an economic boom, and an alternative supply of labor was needed to meet the increased demand. The South, with its surplus of workers resulting from agricultural disaster and chronic underdevelopment, clearly fit the bill.
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		MOTIVES OF THE MIGRANTS
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------







Motives of the Migrants

The {South} region in 1916 suffered not only from underdevelopment, but also from isolation. Its separation from mainstream America was the result of unique historical factors: the institution of slavery, its slow recovery from the devastating Civil War, and its overreliance on cotton as the region's economic engine. The South was behind the rest of the country at the start of Reconstruction, and its disadvantage only grew over time. It had fewer schools, lower literacy levels, and poorer basic services. The rural areas had slow and inadequate communication with the outside world. In comparison to their counterparts in the Northeast and Midwest, southern workers were grossly underpaid; their wages no more than two-thirds of those paid elsewhere in the country. Indeed, the region was more of a colony exporting raw materials than an equal trading partner to the more economically advanced north. Large numbers of skilled workers, white and black were trapped. 

In addition, the political and social climate was deteriorating. Between 1890 and 1910, most African Americans in the South had lost the right to vote through restrictive requirements such as property qualifications, poll taxes, literacy tests, and the "grandfather clause" that limited the vote to those whose grandfathers were registered voters, thus disqualifying blacks who had gotten the franchise only with the Fifteenth Amendment in 1870. The tightening of Jim Crow laws led many to leave the South, as illustrated in Alabamian Charles "Cow Cow" Davenport's Jim Crow Blues: 

I'm tired of being Jim Crowed, gonna leave this Jim Crow town,

 Doggone my black soul, I'm sweet Chicago bound,

 Yes, Sir, I'm leavin' here, from this ole Jim Crow town.

 I'm going up North, where they think money grows on trees,

 I don't give a doggone, if ma black soul should freeze

 I'm goin' where I don't need no B.V.D.s.

Intimidation and outright violence were also used not only to disenfranchise the black community, but also to control and terrorize it. At least two to three people were lynched every week. Although lynching had been used for decades, it evolved in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, becoming more sadistic and exhibitionist. People were horribly tortured and mutilated for hours in front of huge crowds that included women and children.
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Entrance Slip

County: HARRIS

 State: TX

Town: Houston

Date: April 29, 1917



Dear Sir: I am a constant reader of the "Chicago Defender" and in your last issue I saw a want ad that appealed to me. I am a Negro, age 37, and am an all round foundry man. I am a cone maker by trade having had about 10 years experience at the business, and hold good references from several shops, in which I have been employed. I have worked at various shops and I have always been able to make good. It is hard for a black man to hold a job here, as prejudice is very strong. I have never been discharged on account of dissatisfaction with my work, but I have been "let out" on account of my color. I am a good brass melter but i prefer core making as it is my trade. I have a family and am anxious to leave here, but have not the means, and as wages are not much here, it is very hard to save enough to get away with. If you know of any firms that are in need of a core maker and whom you think would send me transportation, I would be pleased to be put in touch with them and I assure you that effort would be appreciated. I am a core maker but I am willing to do any honest work. All I want is to get away from here. I am writing you and I believe you can and will help me. If anyone will send transportation, I will arrange or agree to have it taken out of my salary untill full amount of fare is paid. I also know of several good men here who would leave in a minute, if there only was a way arranged for them to leave, and they are men whom I know personally to be experienced men. I hope that you will give this your immediate attention as I am anxious to get busy and be on my way. I am ready to start at any time, and would be pleased to hear something favorable. 

Source: http://occawlonline.pearsoned.com/bookbind/pubbooks/divine5e/chapter24/medialib/primarysources2_24_1.html

1.	What is the tone of this document?



2.	What does the tone of this document tell you about conditions in Houston at the time?




