[image: image2.jpg]




Model Lesson Plan

Alexandra Sierra

Mission Bend Elementary School
	Course:

Social Studies
	Title of Unit:

Westward Expansion
	Title of Lesson:

Manifest Destiny

	Grade Level:

5th
	
	Time Frame:

45-60 minutes


	Description
Students will explain the idea of Manifest Destiny and how it affected the different groups living in the United States during Westward Expansion.


	TEKS Objectives 
5.4D - identify significant events and concepts associated with U.S. territorial expansion, including the Louisiana Purchase, the expedition of Lewis and Clark, and Manifest Destiny.

 5.4C - identify reasons people moved west. 

	Teacher to Teacher Notes
I make sure that my students really understand the idea of Manifest Destiny so that as move on to Westward Expansion they can understand the reasons Americans made certain choices and the effects those choices had on different groups.   Guided discussion has been very helpful when I teach this lesson.

Under websites used I listed Cagle, which is a great resources for political cartoons that can be used for the extension part of this lesson, or other lessons.  

The PowerPoint has the definition and the image of the American Progress image that can be used.  




	Materials needed:
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	Websites used:

· http://www.criticalcommons.org/Members/ccManager/clips/american-progress-and-manifest-destiny/view
· www.cagle.com



	Procedures/Activities
Engage – Show and read the definition of Manifest Destiny to the students, and discuss what it means.  Guide students to think about what a God-given right is and why that would be important in understanding Manifest Destiny.  Ask students to come up with examples of other rights that we can consider God-given and make a chart.  Discussion questions during and after creating the chart can be: 

· What kind of things do all humans have the right to do?  To have?  

· Are there exceptions?

· What if one person’s God-given right interferes with another person’s God-given rights?  

· Are there groups of people who don’t deserve to have the same rights?
Explain – After discussing the students’ responses explain that during the 1800’s the United States started to gain territories to the West under the idea of Manifest Destiny.  Make sure to explain that the term Manifest Destiny was not used until after the expansion had started.  Show the image of American Progress and guide the discussion on the information that the painting provides about the American belief of Manifest Destiny.  Give the students a chance to discuss their answers to your questions with a partner before discussing it whole group (Think, Pair, Share).

· What details from the painting do you notice?  Why did those details get your attention?

· Which groups of people are shown in this painting?

· What do you think the relationship is between those groups during the time when American held the belief of Manifest Destiny?  How can this painting help you see that?

· Does this painting portray Manifest Destiny in a positive or negative way?  How can you tell?

Explore – Students will work in groups to create a cause and effect chart showing the impact American settlers would have on Native American groups living in the unclaimed land that the United States wanted to control.  Students should refer back to their prior knowledge of interactions between Americans and Native Americans, the painting and the class discussion.  

After all groups have had time to complete their charts, finish the lesson by allowing students to share the effects that they came up with, and take this time to clear up any misconceptions or answer questions that students may have.  



	Assessment(s)
Evaluate – Using a graphic organizer, students will compare and contrast the lives of Native Americans and American settlers during this time and what they needed and/or wanted.

                - Writing – Students will randomly be assigned the role of either an American Settler or a Native American, and will write a short explanation of their views on the Manifest Destiny.  Students should include:

· Clear view, either negative or positive, regarding Manifest Destiny.

· Using evidence from the discussion, painting, or reasonable background knowledge.

· Write using complete sentences, and writing conventions.


	Instructional Alternatives

Extend - Have students analyze old and/or recent political cartoons dealing with the idea of Manifest Destiny and discuss whether that idea applies to our territory acquisitions in other parts of the world.

-As you teach territory acquisitions, you can re-visit this idea and apply it to the groups involved in those territories.



	Interdisciplinary Connections
5.25D - create written and visual material such as journal entries, reports, graphic organizers, outlines, and bibliographies
5.26.A - Use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution.
5.26.B - Use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement a decision.
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Manifest Destiny

The belief that the United States had a God-given right to control all of the land from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean.







American Progress by John Gast, 1872
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