Summer Seminar Agenda 
Year One:  A Nation is Born, 1492-1815


Schedule at a Glance
Morning sessions – 8:00 – 11:30
Morning break  

Lunch – 11:30-12:30

Afternoon break 
Afternoon session – 12:30-4:00
	Date
	Topics
	Speaker

	
	Week One
	

	Monday am
	8:00-8:30    Introduction to the Teachers as Historians Grant Program

8:30 – 10:00  Setting the Standard:  Effective History Teaching
10:15 – 11:30  250 Things Every Student Should Know About U.S. History When They Leave High School, Part 1:  1492-1815
	District personnel



James L. Smith, master teacher, recently retired after 29 years at Mayfield High School in Las Cruces, New Mexico, where he taught AP U.S. History for 25 years. He is a recipient of the James Madison Senior Fellowship and the Christa McAuliffe Fellowship and has twice been awarded the William Robertson Coe Fellowship. He is author of “Ideas That Shape a Nation: A Survey of Historical Ideas Important to the Development of the United States” and has published articles dealing with teaching AP U.S. History and scheduling AP classes in a block schedule. Mr. Smith was an adjunct history professor for several years at New Mexico State University, where he developed the class “Teaching History.” He was named New Mexico Teacher of the Year in 2003 and the U.S. History Teacher of the Year in 2004 by the Gilder-Lehrman Institute. Mr. Smith holds a BS in secondary education (music and history), an MA in history and government from New Mexico State University and has completed graduate and post graduate work at American University and Stanford University.
Jim Smith, master teacher

	Monday pm
	12:30 – 2:45  Blacks and the American Revolution:  The American Revolution in the Context of the African Diaspora


2:30 – 4:00 Rights and Rights Talk:  The Development of the Concept of Rights in American History
An overview of various ideas in U.S. history dealing with the rights of minorities. In exploring a fundamental question about the extent to which minority rights should be protected in a system based on majority rule, the presentation will look at ideas expressed by New England Puritans, James Madison, John Marshall, Henry David Thoreau, Alexis de Tocqueville, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, John C. Calhoun, William Graham Sumner, William O. Douglas, Betty Freidan, and Robert Bork.

	Alexander Byrd is assistant professor of history at Rice University. He teaches courses on the Atlantic world, the African diaspora and U.S. African American history. He is currently writing “Captives & Voyagers,” a history of free and forced transatlantic black migration in the period of the American Revolution. Dr. Byrd has held fellowships from the American Council of Learned Societies, the Social Science Research Council, the Shelby Cullom Davis Center for Historical Studies at Princeton University and the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation. He holds a BA from Rice University and a PhD in history from Duke University.
Jim Smith



	Tuesday am
	8:00 – 11:30  The Origins of Slave Culture


	Dr. John B. Boles is William Pettus Hobby Professor of History at Rice University and editor of the Journal of Southern History. He has written or edited twenty books, including Unto a Good Land: A History of the American People; The South Through Time: A History of an American Region; A University So Conceived: A Brief History of Rice; The Irony of Southern Religion; Black Southerners, 1619-1869; and The Great Revival, 1787-1805: The Origins of the Southern Evangelical Mind. Dr. Boles lectures widely on topics in southern history and frequently teaches Continuing Studies courses and makes presentations in the AP Summer Institute. He holds a BA from Rice and a PhD from the University of Virginia and has just completed a Fulbright Professorship at the University of Leipzig in Germany.



	Tuesday pm
	12:30 – 2:00  Developing an Effective Lesson Plan for Teaching U.S. History

2:15 – 4:00 District break-out sessions to discuss lesson development
	Jim Smith
District personnel


	Wednesday am
	8:00 – 11: 30 Government Under the Articles of Confederation:  The Road to Philadelphia, 1781-1787

This session will focus on understanding the origins of the Articles of Confederation;  looking at government under the Articles, which was not ratified until 1781;  successes and problems; and events that ultimately led to the Philadelphia Convention in May of 1787.

	Joseph McFadden  was president of the University of St. Thomas from 1988 to 1997 and has taught and administered in higher education since 1960. He teaches American and Irish history at the University of St. Thomas and has taught at the University of Limerick and Mary Immaculate College in Ireland. Dr. McFadden holds a PhD in history from Northern Illinois University.



	Wednesday pm
	12:30 – 2:15  Colonization and Colonial North America
2:30 – 4:00  The History of Religion and Race in the Early Chesapeake

	Rebecca Goetz is an assistant professor of history at Rice University and historian of early North America specializing in the history of religion and race in the early Chesapeake. She also has broad interests in the growing history of the Atlantic World, and the French and Spanish colonial experience in North America. Ms. Goetz holds a BA from Bates College and an MA and PhD from Harvard University.


	Thursday am
	
8:00 – 11:30 

Session I:  Conotocarius-- George Washington--Creation of the Indispensable Man
This session will provide a discussion of George Washington the child, George Washington in his first military experiences, Washington starting the French and Indian War, and Washington’s imagination and mind in formation.

Session II: Executive Power--Theory and Practice in Colonial America

This session will explore the practice and theory relating to executive power in colonial America was and how it led to the creation of the American presidency.


	
Gary Gregg holds the Mitch McConnell Chair in Leadership at the University of Louisville and is director of the McConnell Center. He is the author or editor of six books including The Presidential Republic, Patriot Sage: George Washington and the American Political Tradition and Securing Democracy—Why We Have an Electoral College. He is an award winning teacher and has been the national director of the Intercollegiate Studies Institute. He has a bachelor's degree from Davis and Elkins College and a master's degree and doctorate from Miami University (Ohio).



	Thursday pm
	
12:30 – 4:00 
Session III: His Excellency:  The Creation of Our George Washington

This session will illustrate Washington as the Commander of the Revolutionary Army and as President of the Constitutional Convention.

Session IV: Mr. President--George Washington as President

Next, we will explore Washington as America’s first President. We will discuss some major decisions and how he carried himself in order to help give birth to the new government.

Session VI: Tis Well:  The Last Days of George Washington

Finally, we will wrap-up Washington as president and discuss his retirement.  Particular attention will be paid here to slavery, farming, and his Last Will and Testament.  


	
Gary Gregg


	Friday am
	8:00 – 9:30 Teaching Students to Think Historically and Analytically
9:45 – 11:30 Curriculum development working groups

	Jim Smith

District Personnel

	Friday pm
	12:30 – 3:45 
Presidential Systems:  Pros and Cons

Creating the Presidency--A Look at the Constitutional Convention and the Debate over Executive Power

3:45-4:00 Week one evaluations
	Steve Popp teaches AP Comparative Government, AP U.S. Government and AP U.S. History at St. John’s School in Houston, Texas. He is a Question Leader for the A.P. Comparative Government Exam as well as a member of the A.P. Comparative Test Development Committee. He served as a reader for the AP American Government national exam as well. Mr. Popp holds a BA in history from Baylor University and an MA in American history from the University of Houston, where he was a James Madison Fellow.

District Personnel




	Date
	Topics
	Speaker

	
	Week Two
	

	Monday am
	8:00 – 11:30  George Washington’s Cabinet:  Hamilton v Jefferson and the rise of political factions

One of Washington’s goals was that his government did not end up like England’s parliament with a division of talent at each other’s throats, like the English Tory and English Whig parties.    Focus will be on how “factions” emerged in spite of Washington’s desires.   We will look at the role of Hamilton and Jefferson in the new nation’s attempts to secure its future by establishing national credit, and by maintaining friendly relations with those nations that surrounded the USA.  It will be these issues and these men who precipitated the development of “factions” that will later evolve into political party system as we know it today.


	Joseph McFadden


	Monday pm
	12:30 – 4:00 The Write Stuff:  Strategies for Teaching Writing in a Social Studies Classroom

	Jim Smith

	Tuesday am
	8:00 – 11:30  The Somewhat Revolutionary Road to the War of Independence



	Joe Kobylka is a professor of political science at Southern Methodist University.  His teaching interests touch on American constitutional law and politics, judicial decision making, and American Political Thought.  He is currently finishing a biography of former Supreme Court Justice Harry A. Blackmun, under contract with the University of Virginia Press, and will then turn to a study of recent church-state litigation.   Kobylka holds a BA in Government and History from Beloit College  and a PhD in Political Science from the University of Minnesota .    


	Tuesday pm
	12:30 – 2:45  John Adams:  Revolutionary Hero, Presidential Disappointment

The focus of this session will be on John Adams:  his role in the American Revolutionary period;  his one term administration mired in foreign affair difficulties; his inability to take charge; and the pivotal election of 1800,  rightly called by some a  bloodless revolution of sorts.
3:00 – 4:00 Break-outs:  Elementary and Secondary

	Joseph McFadden



District Personnel

	Wednesday am
	8:00 – 11:30  Thomas Jefferson:  The Paradox and Promise of America

	John Boles



	Wednesday pm
	12:30 – 4:00  To be determined
	


	Thursday am
	8:00 – 11:30  The Marshall Court, 1801-1835
This is not the story about one Judge or several important legal cases.  It is a story of making the dreams of the Founding Fathers come true.  The focus will be on:  the historical background and setting;  important aspects of Marshall’s life;  how the federal court system operated in this period;  the fifteen Associate Justices who served with him and the appointment process; selected key court cases in:  federal constitutional law;  international law;  Indian Removal and Slavery; and finally on the contributions of the Marshall Court to the federal system.

	Joseph McFadden

	Thursday pm
	12:30 – 2:45 Teaching the U.S. Constitution
3:00 – 4:00 Break-outs:  Elementary and Secondary

	Jim Smith
District Personnel

	Friday am
	
8:00 – 11:30  Women and Politics in the Early American Republic

This session will discuss the role of both elite and non-elite women in promoting the revolutionary cause. The contributions of women such as Abigail Adams, Mercy Otis Warren, and Phyllis Wheatley will be discussed. In addition, we will examine the impact of the American Revolution on women's status, including the emergence of the concept of republican motherhood, Mary Wollstonecraft, and female suffrage in New Jersey.

	Rosemarie Zagarri received her Ph.D. from Yale University in 1984. The author of The Politics of Size: Representation in the United States, 1776-1850 (1987) and A Woman's Dilemma: Mercy Otis Warren and the American Revolution (1995); she is also the editor of David Humphreys' Life of General Washington with George Washington's “Remarks” (1991). She has published articles in The Journal of American History, The William and Mary Quarterly, American Quarterly, and Reviews in American History . In the spring of 1993, the Fulbright Commission appointed her Thomas Jefferson Chair in American Studies at the University of Amsterdam. In 1997-98, she received a research Fellowship for College Teachers from the National Endowment for the Humanities. She is currently working on a project dealing with gender and the first political parties.  Dr. Zagarri is a professor at George Mason University.


	Friday pm
	12:30 – 1:45  Curriculum Development Working Groups

2:00 – 3:30  Year One Retrospective:  The Importance of Teaching American History

3:30 – 4:00 Institute wrap-up, evaluations, post-test

	District Personnel

Jim Smith


District Personnel


