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	Spring Branch ISD Model Lesson Plan

Darryl White
 From the Middle Passage to President Obama


	Course:  U.S. History
	Unit of Study: Colonization,  the 1950s-60s or Black History Month
	Title of lesson: From the Middle Passage to President Obama

	Grade Level:  8th or 11th grade
	
	Time Frame of lesson: Approximately 60-90 minutes

	ENDURING UNDERSTANDING(S):  How do the big ideas show up in this content’s curriculum? What do you want students to remember 10 years down the road?

	1. African-Americans have made significant economic, political and social progress in the United States.

2. Past inequalities are partially to blame for some present social disparities between races.



	CONCEPT STATEMENT(S): The big ideas that spiral through all social studies curriculum.
	ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S): Personalized, open-ended questions which build relevancy to curriculum for students.

	1. Inequality breeds revolution.
2. The past has a significant effect on the present.

	1. How has the status of African-Americans in the United States changed from 1619 to the present? 

2. To what extent do you feel the Civil Rights Movement was successful? Explain your answer.
3. To what extent have African-Americans achieved full equality in America?



	THREE PART OBJECTIVE: (Content, Cognitive Blooms Level, and Proving Behavior)

	Given pictures of African-Americans in the United States from 1619-2008, students will be able to evaluate the social, political and economic progress of African-Americans in the United States by writing an essay to answer the question “to what extent have African-Americans achieved full equality in America?”


	LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE(S): (Aligned with ELPS/Choose those appropriate to your students.)

	Learning Strategies
	Use prior knowledge and experiences to understand meanings in English
Monitor oral and written language production and employ self-corrective techniques or other resources
Develop and expand repertoire of learning strategies such as reasoning inductively or deductively, looking for patterns in language, and analyzing sayings and expressions

	Listening
	Understand the general meaning, main points, and important details of spoken language ranging from situations in which topics language, and contexts are familiar to unfamiliar

	Speaking
	Speak using grade-level content area vocabulary in context to internalize new English words and build academic language proficiency
Express opinions, ideas, and feelings ranging from communicating single words and short phrases to participating in extended discussions on a variety of social and grade-appropriate academic topics

	Reading
	

	Writing
	Write using newly acquired basic vocabulary and content-based grade-level vocabulary
Spell familiar English words with increasing accuracy, and employ English spelling patterns and rules with increasing accuracy as more English is acquired
Edit writing for standard grammar and usage, including subject-verb agreement, pronoun agreement, and appropriate verb tenses commensurate with grade-level expectations as more English is acquired
Employ increasingly complex grammatical structures in content area writing commensurate with grade-level expectations such as: using correct verbs, tenses, and pronouns/antecedents; using possessive case correctly; and using negatives and contractions correctly
Write using a variety of grade-appropriate sentence lengths, patterns, and connecting words to combine phrases, clauses, and sentences in increasingly accurate ways as more English is acquired
 Narrate, describe, and explain with increasing specificity and detail to fulfill content area writing needs as more English is acquired
.

	TEKS COVERED IN THIS LESSON: Aligned to the 2010 Essential Knowledge and Skills

	8.7 B. Compare the effects of political, economic, and social factors on slaves and free blacks.
8.7 C. Analyze the impact of slavery on different sections of the United States.
8.24 A. Describe the historical development of the abolitionist movement.
8.24 B. Evaluate the impact of reform movements including abolition.

8.12B. Explain reasons for the development of the plantation system, the transatlantic slave trade, and the spread of slavery.

8.8B. Explain the causes of Civil War, including sectionalism, states’ rights, and slavery, and significant events of the Civil War, including the firing on Fort Sumter; the battles of Antietam, Gettysburg, and Vicksburg; the announcement of the Emancipation Proclamation; Lee's surrender at Appomattox Court House; and the assassination of Abraham Lincoln
8.16 B. Describe the impact of 19th-century amendments, including the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments, on life in the United States.
11.1D explain the significance of the following dates years as turning points: 2008 (election of first black president , Barack Obama.

11.7G analyze the impact of significant individuals such as Marcus Garvey.

11.9(A) trace the historical development of the civil rights movement in the 18th, 19th, and 20th, and 21st centuries, including the 13th, 14th, 15th … amendments; 

11.9(B) describe the roles of political organizations that promoted civil rights, including ones from African American and other civil rights movements; 

 11.9(C) identify the roles of significant leaders who supported or opposed of the civil various rights movements, including Martin Luther King, Jr. and Rosa Parks 

11.9(D) compare and contrast analyze the effectiveness of the approach taken by some civil rights groups such as the Black Panthers versus the philosophically persuasive tone with the nonviolent approach of Martin Luther King Jr. ’s “I Have a Dream” speech and his “Letter from the Birmingham Jail” ; 

11.9(E) discuss the impact of the writings of Martin Luther King Jr. such as his “I Have a Dream” speech and “Letter from Birmingham Jail” on the civil rights movement; 

11.9(F)(E)(C) describe presidential actions and bipartisan congressional evaluate government efforts , including the Civil Rights Act of 1964, votes to achieve equality address minority rights in the United States, including desegregation of the armed forces, the Civil Rights Act acts of 1957 and 1964, and the Voting Rights Act of 1965; and 

11.9 (H)(G)(F)(D) evaluate identify changes and events in the United States that have resulted from the civil rights movement, including such as increased participation of minorities in the political process. ; and 

11.9(I)(H) describe how litigation such as the landmark cases of Brown v. Board of Education, and Sweatt v. Painter 

.TEKS Skills Objectives:  

8.29A: Differentiate between, locate, and use primary and secondary sources such as computer software, databases, media and news services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire information about the United States.
8.29B: Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions.
8.29E: Support a point of view on a social studies issue or event.
8.30A: Use social studies terminology correctly.

8.30C: Transfer information from one medium to another, including written to visual and statistical to written or visual, using computer software as appropriate.
8.30D: D. Create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies information.
8.3A: Use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution.
8.31B: Use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement a decision.


	TEACHER TO TEACHER NOTES:

	You will want to have the pictures printed out (preferably in color) prior to the lesson. You will also want to have them grouped and arranged into stations.


	VISUALS, MATERIALS, AND TEXTS:
	RESOURCES & TECHNOLOGY

	Embedded pictures for stations below.
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	No technology is necessary for this assignment. However, you will need to print out the pictures (preferably in color). If you have access to a lot of technology and would prefer not to use paper, you may opt to display the same images digitally through a PowerPoint or the Word document.

	PROCEDURES/ACTIVITIES

Remember Horizontal Teaching:

	LESSON COMPONENT
	CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

	SET: Divide the class into three groups. Assign each of the groups one of the following years (1830, 1930, Present Day). Have each group respond to the following question according the perspective of the year that was assigned to them: 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal. That they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”
With respect to the year you have been assigned, do you feel the above quote applies to African-Americans? Why or why not?

Once students have written their responses, have each group discuss their responses with the other students in their group. Then, bring the discussion “whole group” and have each group sum up the main idea of their responses.

	This Set assumes that students already have some background knowledge with regards to African-Americans in those years. You may need to refresh this idea or prompt their thinking depending on your previous instruction.

	INPUT:

Explain to students that life for African-Americans in the United States wasn’t always what it is today. Explain that they will see the history of African-Americans in the United States in today’s lessons.

	

	MODEL:
Show students that there are eight stations and divide them into eight groups. Tell them that they will need to determine the “main idea” of the pictures for each station and write it down. The main idea should be written as one complete sentence.

	Ask students if they understand the directions. You may want to show an example of some random images and deduce a main idea of the pictures as a class.

	GUIDED PRACTICE:

Have groups rotate thru the eight stations of images of African-Americans throughout the years [embedded].You may want to give them approximately 2-3 minutes at each station and display a stopwatch. In each station, have students write in their notebook or on paper the “main idea sentence” of African-American life for that station. 
	Walk around and monitor students thinking and work about the images presented before them.

You may choose to let the pictures be stationary and the students rotate in a clockwise or counter-clockwise direction around the room or let the students remain stationary and rotate the pictures.



	CLOSURE:

Have students answer the following question: How has the status of African-Americans in the United States changed from 1619 to the present? 
	

	ASSESSMENT(S)

	[This could be homework or a Day 2 activity if you have the time.]

Have students write an essay answering the following question: “To what extent have African-Americans achieved full equality in America? Use evidence from history and knowledge about the present day in your response.”


	ACCOMMODATIONS/ENRICHMENTS

	Accommodations: As the assignment is fairly simple in nature, accommodations will probably need to be on an as-needed basis according the student’s IEP. You may want to provide more scaffolding or sentence stems with regards to the essay if necessary.
Enrichment: See Silent/Sustained Reading Resources below.


	SILENT/SUSTAINED READING RESOURCES

	This is an article from the newsmagazine The Nation on perceptions of racial progress. It could make for an easy enrichment activity, writing activity or class debate. Use as desired.
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Bouie, Jamelle. "Whites See Racial Progress, While Blacks See Inequality | The Nation."Whites See Racial Progress, 
          While Blacks See Inequality | The Nation. Katrina Vanden Heuvel, 13 Dec. 2011. Web. 26 July 2012.
          <http://www.thenation.com/blog/165121/whites-see-racial-progress-while-blacks-see-inequality>.


	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS

Elementary Only

	N/A
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Whites See Racial Progress, While Blacks See Inequality

By Jamelle Bouie

One of my favorite demographic tidbits is the fact that there are roughly six white Americans for every person labeled as “black” in the census. Which means, given the extent to which African-Americans are concentrated in a few geographic regions, that there are large numbers of white people who have minimal to nonexistent contact with black people.

With that in mind, it’s not too surprising to discover the extent to which white Americans have a far more optimistic view of race relations than their black (and even Latino) fellow citizens. According to the latest survey by the Greenlining Institute—“a national…institute working for racial and economic justice”—just 16 percent of whites believe that there is a lot of discrimination in America today, compared to 59 percent of African-Americans and 22 percent of Latinos.

Overall, the institute found, whites have an incredibly skewed view of racial progress in this country. Despite the fact that African-Americans and Latinos earn significantly less money and have less wealth than their white counterparts, only 37 percent of whites believe that blacks make less money than whites, and a small majority believe that blacks’ and whites’ incomes are about the same. Likewise, a majority of white Americans believe that blacks’ health is “about the same” as their own, despite all evidence to the contrary.

The biggest difference in perception came with views of the federal goverment. When asked about the government’s treatment of blacks and whites vis-à-vis each other, 56 percent of African-Americans said that the government treats whites better than it treats blacks. By contrast, only 9 percent of white Americans hold this view, while a majority holds the view that the government treats the two groups equally. And 25 percent of whites hold the opposite view, which is that the government treats blacks better than it does whites.

A few things, the black perception of racial progress isn’t necessarily correct, but it seems more accurate than the reality perceived by white Americans in the survey. The government might not have an active preference for white Americans, but over the last year, conservative politicians have attacked policies—like Pell Grants and social spending—that benefit African-Americans, and have pursued “solutions,” like deficit reduction, which would harm them disproportionately.

It’s not hard to see why white Americans might hold an overly positive view of race relations. In addition to the relative lack of contact between whites and blacks, it’s simply true that elite blacks have achieved an unprecedented level of influence in American life (see: President Obama). Absent contact with everyday black communities, it’s easy to think that African-Americans are doing as well as everyone else. What’s more, in the same way that it’s hard for individuals to accept the degree to which an action might be prejudiced, it’s hard for them to accept the extent to which their country might struggle with racial inequalities. As the Greenlining Institute notes:

How people define themselves is related to the group that they belong to and identify with, in this case Americans. Things that challenge a positive view of the group are potentially damaging to an individual’s self-worth: If Americans are bad in some way, then an individual American is potentially tainted.

The problem, of course, is that it’s very hard to find solutions to racial inequalities when most Americans refuse to acknowledge their reality. And at a time when poor economic conditions feed zero-sum thinking, tailored solutions to racial problems become incredibly difficult.
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Station 1 (1619-1808)
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Station 1 (1619-1808)
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Station 2 (1619-1865)
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Station 2 (1619-1865)
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Station 3 (1790-1865)
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Station 3 (1790-1865)
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Station 4 (1860-1865)
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Station 4 (1860-1865)
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Station 5 (1877-1965)
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Station 5 (1877-1965)
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Station 6 (1945-1965)
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Station 6 (1945-1965)
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Station 7 (1990-1998)
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Station 7 (1990-1998)
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Station 8 Part I (2008-Present)
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Station 8 Part II –Conclusion (1850-Present)
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