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Model Lesson Plan

Deborah Pellikan
Fort Bend I.S.D.
	Course:

U.S. History

	Title of Unit:

American Life in the
Late 19th Century
	Title of Lesson:
The Good Old Days—
They Were Terrible!



	Grade Level:

11th

	
	Time Frame:

50-55 minutes
+ essay-writing time




	Description
This lesson is based on a wonderful collection of muckraking photographs and illustrations, “The Good Old Days-They Were Terrible!” by Otto L. Bettmann.  Participating in this jigsaw strategy, your students will enjoy learning amazing information on their topic which they will later use to inform another group of students.  The richness of the notes students take on these interesting topics makes the follow-up writing assignment easy and rewarding.


	TEKS Objectives (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html#113.32 )
US2(B)   identify the major eras in U.S. history from 1877 to the present and describe their defining characteristics.
US3(C)   analyze social issues affecting women, minorities, children, immigrants, urbanization, the Social Gospel and philanthropy of industrialists.
US29(A)  use a variety of both primary and secondary valid sources to acquire information and to analyze and answer historical questions;

US29(F)  identify bias in written, oral, and visual material;

US29(G)   identify and support with historical evidence a point of view on a social studies issue or event.


	Teacher to Teacher Notes

· In preparation for this class period, make 6-7 copies of each of the five topic handouts. Each student will need a copy of the Jigsaw Handout.  

· The book, “The Good Old Days-They Were Terrible!” by Otto L. Bettmann, provides many other topics that would be suitable for excerpting, if you wanted to assign a greater variety of topics
· Set up desks or tables in 5 groups for first portion of lesson.  




	Materials needed: 
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	Websites used:
http://oswego.org/staff/tcaswell/wq/gildedage/student.htm-
(Documenting Industrialization in America)

http://tenant.net/Community/LES/contents.html
(Life in lower Manhatten-1900)

http://www.texaslre.org/downloads/lessons/102005_lp_highschool.pdf  (Alternate lesson, similar title, different sources)

	Procedures/Activities
Engage

1. Share gilded “artifact” with students to illustrate the idea that it is only a thin layer of gold (or gold paint) covering an inexpensive material.   Discuss double meaning of the term “The Gilded Age.” 

Explain

2. Divide class into five groups.  Assign each group a separate topic and give each individual in that group the handout related to their topic. Explain that they will have 10-15 minutes to become an “expert” on their topic by skimming their chapter and studying the illustrations. They should discuss whatever they find interesting with the others in this “expert group” and take notes on a piece of notebook paper, so that they can later teach others about their topic.




	3.  With 25 minutes left in the period, number off the students in each group from 1-5 or 1-6, depending on
 your class size.  Direct students to go to their new groups based on these numbers. (While there were only five groups to start with, they may rotate to six groups if your class size is around 30 or more.)
Explore
4.  Pass out a jigsaw handout to each student. Tell them that they are about to learn from their classmates about each of the topics shown.  Encourage them to take notes, writing small, in each of the spaces provided.  You may allow them to use these notes when they write the essay that can be assigned to them as a follow-up activity. 

5.  Each student will then have up to five minutes to teach the other members of this “jigsaw group” the astounding things they’ve learned about the conditions in the late 1800s.  They may refer to their original notes and use their topic handout as a visual aid, but they are not allowed to let the other students copy from their notes.  They must communicate aloud.  Anyone can volunteer to start.

6.  After all the groups have finished, ask the following questions:

· What is your general assessment of the quality of life in the Gilded Age?

· Do you believe that all of this is true?  Is it possibly exaggerated?

· Why would anyone want to exaggerate the severity of conditions when they were writing an article or drawing a picture?  

7.  Introduce the term “muckraking” and the goals of the Progressive Era. Explain that all of these pictures and drawings came from magazines and papers aimed at bringing about reform.



	Assessment(s)
Evaluate
1. On the following day, have students refer to their completed jigsaw notes handout to write a five-paragraph essay.  They should choose only three of the five topics they discussed. The first paragraph answers the question (their thesis), previewing three supporting ideas. The next three paragraphs explain each of their supporting ideas with elaborate descriptions.  The concluding paragraph sums up why their answer is correct.
2. Possible writing prompt:

Assess the overall quality of life during the Gilded Age, describing at least 


three of the following issues, and providing at least two examples for each.

Housing

Working Conditions

Crime

Health

Education

”
3.   See rubric in “Materials Needed” above.


	Instructional Alternatives

Extend

· More advanced students might be asked to use their notes to study in advance and not be allowed to refer to them while writing the essay.  The essay might also be assigned on their unit test.   The better essays will contain a strong analysis of the historical context, including the biases and goals of the Progressive magazines that printed these somewhat exaggerated images and accounts.
· See LRE link in “Websites Used” for alternate lesson with similar title but different resources.


	Interdisciplinary Connections
· This lesson supports the following 11th-grade English Language Arts objectives: 
12(A)  evaluate how messages presented in media reflect social and cultural views in ways different from traditional texts;

 12(C)   evaluate how one issue or event is represented across various media to understand the notions of bias, audience, and purpose.
· There is also a connection between these topics and objectives in high school Environmental Science courses:
7(D)  analyze and make predictions about the impact on populations of geographic locales due to diseases, birth and death rates, urbanization;
9(A)   identify causes of air, soil, and water pollution, including point and nonpoint sources.
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HisToRy OFPERS A YARDSTICK
by which (o measure the status
of the American worker. Today

he has dignity and protection;
less than a hundred years ago
he was poor, debased and
unprotected. Indusirialists of the
period regarded labor as a com.-
‘modity—a raw material like

ore or lumber © be mined of

its vitality and flushed away.
Profits were enormous against
meager wages —"Never before
have the rich been so rich and
the poor been 5o poor”—an im-
balance that helped 1 percont

of the population by 1890 to
own as much as the remaining.
99 percent put together.
Marshall Field's income was
calculated to be $600 an hour,
while his shopgirls, at a salary of
$3 10 35 3 wok, had to work over
three years to earn that amount
Virtually unopposed by any
organized front—by 1900 only
3.5 percent of the work force
was unionized — employers hired
‘and fired at will. A New Eng-
land shoe manufacturer sacked
outright al of his workers and
replaced them with Chinese
Iaborers he brought from the
West Coast who were wiling

to work for $26 a month.

To survive in the absence of
Social benefits, workers

endured wretched conditions.
‘The huge labor pool, augmented
by a massive influx of foreigners,
created a rivalry for even the
most repugnant jobs. And if
labor unrest caused an occasional
stir, industrialist Jay Gould was
confident he had the solution
for it: “I can hire one half of the
working class to kil the other half."

o
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Conditions

“The laboring man in this
bounteous and hospitable
country has no ground for
complaint.”

It is apparent from this statement
that Chauncey Depew never
putin a 12-hour shifton the fioor

of a steel mill. Unless, of course,

he enjoyed working in 117

heat in a smoky, clang

lam for & maximum of $1.25 a day.

Or perhaps he was attracted by down. Coal mines and iron and

the laborers' hovels and their 7. steel mills, the primordial indus-

day workweek. tries, were_especially brutal on
Conditions that were atiended _their manpower because of the

by constant ? constant  pressure exerted on

destroyed the them by every other industry

by age forty, were inspired less

by malice than by the entrepre-

neurs’ holy pledge (o keep the

prpi A e ey By Entroranaurs viewed i worker

which meant to keep the people oreat cogunent o nuetry







[image: image4.png]In the mills two shifts worked
round the clock at a_ demonic
pace, which faltered only at shift
changeover. Shorter work pert
ods, with their added pauses
in_production, were never con-
sidered. The economist J. G.
Brooks quotes a mill foreman who
admitted that the machines were
deliberately set at the utmost

eed 8 human could endure:
“Itisa pity that men have to work
like. this, but there is o help
for it. The machinery drives us
at a gallop.”

Exposure to the infernal heat
and ‘poisonous gases _endemic
fo their work shatiered many
steelworkers' physique _prema-
turely. Of these individuals, the
unlucky ones were sacked and
the lucky ones were demoted,

with a concomitant wage reduc-
tion from $1.25 t 1 or less a
day. Aged workers were given
jobs as sweepers or submenials,
preferring (o labor 12 hours for
75 cents than face a pensionless
retirement.

Steel mills had no monopoly
on serious health hazards. There
was the sawdust of factories,
the stone dust of quarries, the
txic emanations in  chemical
plants, and the coal dust in the
mines. The miner, it was said,
“went down to work s to an
open grave, not knowing when
it might close on_him.” Usually
the son followed the father, start-
ing as a breaker boy at age six,

d often entering  manhood
stunted from the effects of early
employment.

0 Sxposad 1o focsing 34 and rmoke,

Toei oyes oxposed o metal grinings,

Minas haa o spend doyscrawing hovsh

Long haned tcleused (o pouring
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“If you accept a job, you must
accept its risk.”

The headlong excesses of domes-
tic industry were reflected in an
accident rate that moved Presi-
dent Harrison in 1892 to observe:
“American workmen  are  sub-
jected to peril of life and limb
as great as a soldier in time of
war.” In his classic book on pov-
erty, Robert Hunter put the yearly
total of killed and injured at one
million, a higher number in pre

portion to the labor force than in . ected powersharis mained snd kilod

any other nation. Roomsiied warkers
Aside from the stecl mills the &
railroad industry was the most
lethal 1o its workers, killing in
1890 one railroader for every 306
employed and_injuring one for
every 30 employed. Out of a work
force of 749,301 this amounted
t a yearly total of 2451 deaths,
which ose in 1900 to 2675 killed
and 41042 injured. It should be
hoted that these casualty lists
cover only railroaders in the line
of duty: civilian casualties in

Themier: “Gas huris s o







[image: image6.png]train collisions and level-crossing
accidents were another mater.
The New York Evening Post
concluded that the deaths caused
by American railroads between
June 1898 and 1900 were about
equal to British Army losses
in the three-year Boer War.

In the high-isk job category
the circus stuntman and test
pilot today enjoy greater lfe as-
surance than did the brakeman
of yesterday, whose work called
for precarious leaps ~between
bucking freight cars at the com-
mand of the locomotive's whistle,
In icy weather, it often became
a macabre dance of death. Also
subject to sudden_death—albeit
0 lesser degree —were the train
couplers, whose omnipresent
hazard was loss of hands and
fingers in the primitive link-and
pin devices. It took an act of law
in 1893 to forco the railroads to
replace these man-iraps.

Industry's cavalier attitude to
safety had a_predictable  effect
on lower-cchelon bosses. One
railroad-yard_superintendent re-
fused to roof a loading platform,
even though in the cold his men
had contracted_rheumatism and
asthma. His observation: “Men
are cheaper than_shingles.
There's a dozen waiting when
one drops out.”

Whether @ worker was mut
lated by a buzz saw, crushed
by a beam, interred in & mine, or
fell down o shaft, it was always
“his own bad luck.” The courts
a5 a rule sided with the employer.
in any event, few accident victims
o their kin had the money (o
bring suit. Companies disclaimed
responsibility, refused to_install
protective apparatus, and paid
no compensation. Their only
concession to_ human life was
to pay for burying the dead!

ortama 154 suddon op
Balaneing on iy oofs whs
ailoading's mos Raztdous 105

ot anscciden, s worker

on tha Ponnsywania raifoad s forces
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“A slavery as real as ever
disgraced the South.”

There was one industry in the
Gilded Age where sudden death
and maiming were not occupa-
tional hazards, but where, instead
of this luxury, the altornatives
of exhaustion o starvation were
offered. This was the garment
industry, and at its heart was
the sweatshop.

Manned largely by newly ar-
sived immigrants who had landed
with high hopes and lite cash,
the sweatshop ran from factory-
size hall where men and women
slaved_under regimental super-
vision to the informality of a squal
id toom with an entire family
engaged in piecework. Tho sweat-
shop operator, called “sweater,”
shrewdly exploited the need
of work and shelter by offering
the newcomers a package deal
against an initial “key payment”
of $5 he stuffed them into  slum

and subcontracted work to them
for a pittance.

In New York's Lower East Side
—the center of the industry
was commonplace (o find whole
families working through the
ight_merely o subsist. With
rents $8 t0 $12 a month and living
costs per individual a minimu
of 5 & month, a garment worker
could not support a family solely
on his own pay. Consequently
his wife—and ~ children —were
sucked into the grim cycle of
working and sleeping.

At the risk of his health a man
could make 59 t0 $10 a week for
pressing and delivering new
garments to the wholesaler; a
woman, $7, for the punishing
job of seaming three dozen shirts,
The standard wage for a girl was
$3 10 5, which, according (o the
head of the Women's Protective
Union, Mrs. M. W. Ferrer, yielded
her 0o more than a loaf of bread,
acup of tea, and a bed in a tene-
ment_attic. When asked how
the sweatshop girls could live,
she said, “They can't.”

‘Swestshop owner browseats seartross
Finos were mposed fo akina. aming,

rcaking s nosdie Toresch thoir cuor. s nad

09Ut n a1 B4 hout wook 518 wege averaging
S e an o Woring pace
hardy at e 1o o6 of ies
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“We take them
can stand up.”

rence 1o children working
in his factory, but running ma-
chines late at night they were
sometimes kept awake by the
superintendent  with

cold water dashed into their
meant two o'clock

found employed in a_cannery.
In their utter weariness after
work, these children often forgol
their hunger and fell asleep with
food in their mouths.

‘Child labor was not just a spo-
radic_manifestation of Victorian
cold-bloodedness, it was @ wide-
spread_practice ' encouraged by
industry, agroed 1o by parents,
and generally ignored by govern®
ment. For_employers the tiny

workers were a bargain al $1.50.

ity of clame n caso
ymontto o1 jord &

4 protecied
by o toriff.
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THE TEGHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES
of the Gilded Age were not accom-
‘panied by corresponding advances
in medicine; health care remained

‘dumbly neglected. “Where were the

‘medical equivalents of the steam
engine or the telegraph?” asks
Richard H. Shyrock., one of our
Ieading medical historians. True, it
‘was the age of Pasteur and Lister,
butit took decades for their dis.
coveries o affect public health.
Meanwhile, endemic diseases fed
by the dirt and overcrowding of
cites ran their course, and a peaple.
‘growing accustomed to electricity
remained [rightened by the threat
of smallpox, (although preventable
since the discovery of vaccination
by Jenner in 1796) diphtheria, ty-
phoid and yellow fover
Epidemics were attributed (o the
“Miastma,” some unknown intangi-
ble effluvium that creptinto the air,
‘and whether rich or poor, one could
e well of a moming and dead that
night. New York's compassionate.
health commissioner, Dr Stephen
Smith, described the panic when a
cholera epidemic was imminent as
paralyzing the commerce of the
whole city, even the whole nation,
and catising a mass exodus among
the more prosperovs.
But perhaps the most distressing
feature of old-time medicine was
s inability,outside of surgical
anesthesia, 0 lleviate pain. Even
minor aflctions often meant weeks
of suffering thata modern society,
accustomed (o instant reief, would
‘ot have the foritude to endure.

125
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Yellow fever rips the South

To Americans before the turn
of the cantury the origin of yellow
fever was unknown, but the
effects were only too visible;
its victims literally turned yellow
and died in agony. The Memphis
epidemic of 1878 took 5150 lives.
Many of the sick had crawled
into holes “twisted out of shape,”
their bodies discovered later “only
by the stench of decaying flesh.”
Leslie’s Woekly described the
suffering of an entire family
caught in one room, the mother
dead “with her body sprawled
across the bed ... black vomit
like coffee grounds spattered all
over ... the children rolling on
the floor, groaning.” Out of a pop-
ulation of 38,500, 20,000 deserted
the city.

New Orleans was_struck in
the same year, a predictable cir-
cumstance to many who believed
it 10 be the most unhealthy city
on carth *... a dungheap

Curtow o prevent
Soresd of omtagon.

Its streets ... saturated with
the oozings of foul privy vaults.”
At the height of the epidemic
in September the death rate
reached a hundred a day; funeral
processions ware about the only
traffic (o be seen; and an “inde-
scribable doom” pervaded the
city. But the total dead, estimated
at 3977, was only hall that of the
1853 epidemic, which had taken
7848 lves.

Known also as the American
Plague, since it had struck the
Bay Colony in 1647, yellow fever
decimated Philadelphia in 1703,
thus ending its supremacy in the
young Union. In the Spanish-
American  War, soldiers  were
more fearful of this disease than
of bullets.

Appropriately, the discase was
stamped out by an  American,
Dr. Walter Reed, an Army sur.
geon, who in 1900 with & team
of hercic assistants traced  its
source (0 a virus carried by the
Aedes aegypti mosaquito and thus
eliminated—almost. at a  single
blow —one of the scourges of
mankind,

Makesnt nearsos
conveyed dosd sodien
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Surgeons performed with the
éclat of battle heroes

General practice was Jeavened
slightly by what might be called
“exceptional practice”—sound in-
witive disgnoses and treatment
by doctors of ability —despite the
rudimentary _state of _medical
knowledge. The same held true
of surgery—occasional _sparks
of brillance on & landscape in-
distinguishable in character from
that of general medical practice.

“The textbooks called the period
Surgery's Heroic Age. And while
itdid produce some dashing, imag-
‘native surgeons who “made the
abdominal - cavity _their play-
ground,” a question could be
Faised about who the heroes were
Zine patients o their doctors?

American surgeons in particu-
lar had a reputation for to much
dash, a lingering tradition of the
Civil War hospitals where ampu-
tations were performed in shock-
ing haste—“40 seconds for a leg”
Zlithout the benefit of anes
thesis. However, in the_begin-
ning, even anesthesia proved to
be a mixed blessing. With totally
unconscious  subjects to_work
on, surgeons became excessively
daring and their work actually
declined in finesse.

“A general indifference to clean-
liness—particularly _during _the
“kitchen table” surgery of rural
districts—increased the risk of
the patient developing septicemia.
While there is no evidence that
the surgeon smoked during his
Iabors, it is known that he did
use instruments. that were not
always rust-iree. His attire typi
cally was street clothes—perhaps
a frock coat with sleeves slightly
folled to avoid blood spatterings.

19

Sutures he kept strung through
his lapels or, for greater efficiency,
between his teeth.

‘Although  Lister's _antiseptic
research was well known in the
1870's, it was disregarded by
all but a few American sugeons.
His carbalic spray to clear the
operating room of gorms was
frowned upon, and even the great
Dr. Samuel D. Gross, acknowl-
edged as the “Nestor of American
surgeons,” questioned the value
of the Listerian_ principle. The
death rate in the 1870's of 10 per-
cent for all hospital operations
was in large part a consequence
of the aftereffects.

There is strong evidence that
President Garfield would have
survived the bullet wound in-
ficted by his assassin, Guiteau,
in 1881 if Listers precepts had
been followed, but expert doctors
called to_the President’s bedside
were said to have probed for the
bullet with their fingers and in-
struments _that were far_from
aseptic. The President died of
Secondary infection.

Such filthy _procedure was
typical treatment for accident

ictims, through whose begrimed
imbs, wroto Dr. Stephen Smith,
one-time New York City health
commissioner, “the surgeon was
apt to pass his knife . . . convey-
ing to the deepest part of the
wound, matters of untold septic
virulence.”

£

Dostos operate i shir s
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“The one nurse slept in the
bathroom-~— the tub was filled
with rubbish.”

Hospitals, quite clearly, are not
an element of the nostlgia for
the ‘good old days, and pehaps
the absence of curiosity about
them suggests a general suspicion
that they were, in fact, dready
places. Even in the criticism
of modern hospitals—which oft
derives from our _sell-esteem
having been bruised by functional
coldness—there is not a trace of
lament for the past. Nor should
there be.

The hospitals, especially in the
cities, of the 1860-1900 period
were similar to the almshouses,
where humanity's castaways lar
guished in appalling squalor. Es-
Sentially charitable_institutions,
they were a last resort for the

poor, who did not have home
Care. The rich and middle classes
feared them as pest houses and
remained at home when they fell

sick, even having operations
performed in a bedroom.

‘Conditions at New York’s Belle-
vue, which has a welldocu-
mented history, were typical of
the. old-fashioned city _hospital.
Today an institution of medical
and administrative _excellence,
it was founded s a_poorhouse
near the East River, where “the
sluggish Gdes ... cbbed and

lowed through the sodden soil
of its foundation, depositing far
more filth than they have ro-

ioved." Rather than a health-
giving resort for the sick, it b
came a focal point of epidemics,
with outbreaks of typhus and
typhoid fever in the 1840's taking
the lives of half its patients.

A New York society woman,
who confessed that in her life
she had hasdly known hospitals
existed, visited Bellevue in 1872,
by which time medical services
had improved: *. . . the loathsome
smell sickened me, The condition
of the beds and patients was un-
speakable. The one nurse siept
in the bathroom and the tub was
filled with filthy rubbish.”

Hosptal, New York, it ats overrunning patients”beds. Authrt
e DUldng 1 Swarming wih s a5 many 8e foy Raving besn

iiod ma batoom ans svring
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Maltreated and caged like
wild beasts

The question of mental illness
was bound up in dark suspicion,
shame and ignorance. Familics
hid a demented member as if he
were evidence of sin. The poor
creatures were kept in_attics,
in cellars; on Staten Island a
lunatic was confined to an out-
house so narrow that “his flex
muscles permanently stiffened.
They were totally misunderstood.
Dorothy Dix, the staunch cru-
sader for prison and asylum re-
form, was told: “They don't need
any heat—they have no feeling.”
Those that were unmanageable,
violent or without family were
committed to the asylum, where
o all intents and purposes they
o longer belonged 1 the human

In 1887 Nellie Blye, a young
reporter for Pulitzer's New York
World hunting for a scoop, had
herself locked up in New York's
Blackwell Island Lunatic Asy-
lum, sharing with the inmat
vile food, teasing guards and a
regimentation fit only for crim-
inals. In her book Ten Days in
a Mad-House she confossed that
the place could easily have driven
her to insanity, which no doubt
had been the fate of countiess
inmates who were not demented
atall. The most frightful obsession
for these unfortunates was the
knowledge that they were im
prisoned for lfe in “a_human
rat trap, easy 1o get in, impossible
to get out.”

Thus did Victorian _society
handle the problem of the men-
tally ill—confinement  instead
of treatment, subjugation in place
of sympathy. Scant application
was made during the 1870's of
the new insights

Once wapped i nstiutons. ta nsane wors conind or e
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Good Old Days Essay Rubric




		Beginning

		Progressing

		Proficient

		Exemplary



		· Meets fewer than 2 of the Proficient criteria


· Essay to be re-written 

		· Meets 2 of the Proficient criteria

		· Describes 3 different aspects of urban life in the Gilded Age

· Provides at least 2 examples to support each description

· Includes a these statement summarizing the quality of life during the Gilded Age

		All Proficient criteria plus one or more of the following:


· Provides 3 or more examples to support each topic

· Makes connections to present-day issues.
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		Exemplary



		· Meets fewer than 2 of the Proficient criteria


· Essay to be re-written 

		· Meets 2 of the Proficient criteria

		· Describes 3 different aspects of urban life in the Gilded Age

· Provides at least 2 examples to support each description

· Includes a statement summarizing the quality of life during the Gilded Age

		All Proficient criteria plus one or more of the following:


· Provides 3 or more examples to support each topic

· Makes connections to present-day issues.
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· Provides at least 2 examples to support each description

· Includes a these statement summarizing the quality of life during the Gilded Age

		All Proficient criteria plus one or more of the following:


· Provides 3 or more examples to support each topic

· Makes connections to present-day issues.
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		Proficient

		Exemplary



		· Meets fewer than 2 of the Proficient criteria


· Essay to be re-written 

		· Meets 2 of the Proficient criteria

		· Describes 3 different aspects of urban life in the Gilded Age

· Provides at least 2 examples to support each description

· Includes a statement summarizing the quality of life during the Gilded Age

		All Proficient criteria plus one or more of the following:


· Provides 3 or more examples to support each topic

· Makes connections to present-day issues.







*From Common  Adapted from Formative Assessments with permission of The Leadership & Learning Center
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Crricisw of the public school
system—America's most jealous.-
1y treasured institution — usually
takes the form of nostalgia for its
“Golden Age,” the days of the
Little Red Schoolnouse. Here, it
is believed, was the wellspring of
the nation's greatness, where the
three R's were taught in an
atmosphere of patriotism and
simple virtue, where individual-
ism was sanctified, the warls
of alien culture were ground away
and, finally, the American chs
‘acter was shaped.
In a time of widespread educa
tional hysteria it is a vision hard
to resist; however, it is not an
accurate one. The fittle school-
house was the dispensary of only
limited information —much of it
questionable—that was lorce-fed
o pupils. Thinking was
couraged in favor of memorizing
prepackaged “noble” thoughts,
and the three R's were imparted
with a painful repetition associated
more with the training of a dog.
Good spelling was a major goal
‘more even than word mean-
ing —and the classroom re-
sounded like a parade ground to
the monotonous cadence of
vowels and consonants. (The
spelling bee, an American phe-
‘nomenon that confuses the rapid
emission of facts with true
knowledge, survives in
our quiz programs.)

Recalling his own

school days during the 1880's,

Alvin Johnson, the great educa

tor, said, “We expected (o learn
nothing in school and we were
ot disappointed.
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Joung men in transit (o a pro-
Tession or women who declared
‘Aman who had falled at themelves. schoolmarms 0 get
‘everything bought himself a  away from & suffocating home
birch rod and became a life. Sometimes the teacher was a
teacher. girl younger than several of her
e pupils, and almost as ignorant.
Rural schools were handicapped = Teachers were compensated for
not anly by size—one foom for all  their low pay by being allowed
ages—but by the quality of in- to alternate free board and lodg-
struction they dispensed. Teach-  ings with various families. But
ing was an occupation of minimal many could not endure the ac-
prestige, with low pay, low stan- companying scrutiny given their
Gards and @ high turnover rate. private livee and quit in disgust
It was said that anybody could be  after & term or two, leaving the
a teacher, and while no doubt curriculum  in chaos. Clarence
Some were fine, dedicated indi- Darrow recalls: “We soldom had
viduals, most proved shiess and  the same teacher for two terms of
unimaginative—products of the school, and we always wondered
Very system they perpetuated.  whether the new one would be
Because children supplicd os-  worse o better than the old.”
sential farm  labor, the school ey Yorkes chooimarm aiches
year lasted barely twelve weeks, 2 onnar chiren
from Thanksgiving through arly
spring. It was hardly enough time.
for lcarning, or to cncourage &
teacher who genuinely sought
results. And the salaries —in 1868~
8 an average of $42.43 a month
for ‘men and $38.14 for wamen,
grudgingly relinquished from fru-

g down e lw: 10 Geviation fom e taching 10U was tolaeled. Students
0 momorice lessons whethr they undarsiood them o o
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Punishment

‘The foregoing dogma was basic o
the educational philosophy of the
old days. Lessons were regarded
s a commodity (0 be pressed into
reluctant  vessels—the pupils—
and a birch rod or hickory stick
was used 0 accomplish this end.
Legally in loco parentis, teachers
relied upon it more Heavily to
enforce discipline, their devotion
o scholarship often measured by
the number of backsides they had
reddened.

Humanirians, a tiny minority,
thought otherwise, smong them &
former schoolmaster named Walt
Whitman, who _complained of
the “military discipline” of the
schools. “The flogging pian is the
most wretched item yet of school-
keeping,” he_thundered. “What
nobleness can reside in a man
who catches boys by the collar,
and cuffs their cars?”

But such_criicism_posed 1o
threat to corporal punishment,
which was extensively hailed as
& healthy and indispensable prac-
Gice. {One inveterate discipl
ian referred (o his weapon as “my
board of education.”) And con-
comitant with this beliel_went
an austere mistrust of improve-
ments to the physical plant be-
cause they were a “luxury.” A
Washington _ Territory _school-
marm's plea for the installation of
wilets was turned down by the
school board, which advised her
that “there were plenty of trees
in the yard o get behind.” Even
ber suggestion to replace the
smingle well dipper with more
Bygienic individual cups wa
denied as being “undemocratic.

look 25 i a5 we magie. Oftn 1t was
S diapaated sieetre
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Pandemonium in the
classroom

The indisputable reality of class-
room disorder presented a valid
case against appeals for an end to
birching. The Little Red School-
house was not a stable of docile
lambs; many of the children wers
downright brats —hostile, ungoy-
ernable and prone to violence. In
addition, the assembly in one
room of pupils ranging in age from
five o0 sixteen, with some strays
even in their twenties, was an
invitation t trouble.

Under these circumstances the
teacher was more warder than
instructor, his routine more physi-
cal than intellectual. Some school
boards in selecting a new teacher
made it a rule to pick a strong fe
low—especially on the frontier,
where, according to Hamlin Gar.
land, “baseness and vulgarity”
prevailed among the older boys.
Biting, eye-gouging and slug and
scuffle matches were ' favorite
sports, but boys saved their most
barbaric excesses for strangers,

“Let a boy from one town visit
another and he was fortunate if
he escaped with his lfe. The in-
tervillage feuds made it incum-
bent upon the boys of one town to
stone, beat, thrash such a casual
visitor.” Faced with such ruffians,
many teachers did not last  week,
some ot even @ day; “In Flat
Crick _district,” says Edward
Eggleston, “the boys have driven
off the last two schoolmasters and
licked the one afore them.” Vil-
Iagers and thei school boards took
macabre delight in the encounter
etween a new teacher and the
‘boys,” some of whom were 175-
pound six-footers. For school-
marms such confrontations were
an ordeal evén in the East. De-
scribing her first day at & New
England District_school, Mary
Ellen Chase recalls: *I stormed

This pathetic

up and down

pretense of courage, aided by the

mad flourishing of my

Young chidrn wors
Tough and b






[image: image6.png]strop, brought forth . . . the ex-
pression of respectful fear on the
faces of the young giants.”

However, while Miss Chase's
pantomime succeeded in cowing
heavyweights who were old
enough to g0 to sea, other school-
mistrosses encountered continual
disciplinary problems. One of
these, a Miss Barstow, taught
publié school in Canton, Mass.
On October 8, 1870, the young
woman, said to be in feeble
health, punished four boys for
unruly conduct by shutting them
in the school building after class
was out. Finally, when she re-
leased them, Miss Barstow is said
1 have given the boys “a slight
reprimand.” Their response was
immediate; they stoned her (o
death,

Vs i A Bersiow:
s Barstow on the stoopof her

S
oot |
e a— |
Sctamer 5. 1870
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Our public schools
woing to the dogs ™

In 1890, only 20 percent of all
Regro children received any
eation at all, and their lfetime
Khooling averaged 100 days.

In reviewing the pitiful con-
ditions_of early Black schools
Hhere is a temptation to assume
e opposite about white public
wehools. But such assumptions
would not be entirely accurate.
ity schools were badly neglected
2= political bosses ransacked edu-
‘cational funds. And they did this
with impunity, since the board of
sducation was appointed by alder-
men who were appointed by the
mayor, who was controlled by
the bosses.

In this game of spending “less.
public money on_education and
more on themselves,” Tweed of
Mew York was, of course, the
Empmn Not only did he mulct

s assessed for new school

idings, but he connived (0 have
il city schoolbooks scrapped in
rder to profit from the sale of
wew books produced by Tweed-
Bontrolled_printing plants. Nor

this handicap to'education

limited_to New York City. St.
Louis, Philadelphia and Chicago,
among_others, had their own
educational “Tweed days.”

‘Consequenty city schools were
ovarcrowded and underventilated,
compounding the difficulty of
teaching youngsters of various
ethnic backgrounds. Many teach-
ers confessed that the best they
ould do was to “maintain order,”
and the New York commissioner
of education frankly admitted in
1871 that “thousands of children
leave school without being able
to read and write."

‘el insistod on parochil schoals. They would ead fo “Amercan Papery” Proies
s frarc, Chidran were ¢aught 0B 1 1 conict

SECTARIAV BITTERNESS.
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ThE LawLEsSNESS of the 1860
though the 1850's, wrote crimi-
nologist Cesare Lombroso “is an
American phenomenon with no

‘equal in the rest of the worl
Statisics of the period —if not
entirely reliable —appear to sub-
stantiate his claim. In this
period the crime rate rose
445 percent against a popu-
lation ise of 170 percent.
Dominating the record was, of
course, the West, where the gun-
happy barbarity was damned by
observers both foreign and
native for producing a “great
dismal swamp of civilization.”
The lawlessness of the citic
was less romanticized, but its
perils were even greater (0 the

New York was known as the
world's center of crime, earning
the title with an extravagant
toll of murders, assaults and
robberies. And these were not
confined to the slums that we
their primary breeding ground.
The businiess and resident
areas became infested with
burglars and muggers who were
after spoils richer than what
their own neighborhoods offered.
“Each day," Leslie’s Weekly
observed in 1868, “we see gha
Iy records of crime . . . murder
seems to have run riot and each
citizen asks .. . Who is safe?"
Many thoughtful citizens looke
with shame and alarm on their
era. And it was neither hysteria
‘nor sensationalism that com-
pelled the Charleston News and
Chronicle to state: “Murder and
violence are the distinguishing.
‘marks of our civilization.”

o







   [image: image3.png]“We have to rid ourselves of
this incubus of evil.”

George Templeton Strong, who
lived in the Gramercy Park area
of New York City, noted in_ his
diary in 1857 “Most of my friends
are investing in revolvers and
carry them about at night” He
added an account of nightly rob-
beries that took place near his
home and described “nocturnal

fears of assault” as a city tradition.
By 1870, however, street crime
had greatly increased, and with
i the public’s sense of helpless-

‘The suspicion of strangers that
characterizes the New York
personality is no quirk of fate; it
developed, as did the porcupine’s
bristles, in a predatory environ-
‘ment. In Wood's Ilustrated Hand-
book of 1872, visitors to the city
ware warned to beware of all “who

iinsl “The Nistory of Amrican cies






[image: image4.png]accost you in the street.” A good
general rule was (© avoid walking
lte at night anywhere “except in
the busiest thoroughfares.” Cen-
tral Park was considered unsafe
after sundown, and if 4 stranger
wished to visit 2 dance hall he was
urged to go armed or with a police-
The lack of well-lighted streets
added to the danger. A threatened
gas strike in 1873 alarmed New
Yorkers. “Even with the streets
lighted, assaults and robberies
are frequent,” wrote Harper's
Weekly, “in total darkness crime
would hold high carnival
Every dwelling house would have
0 be converted into  fortress.”
Street. crime was a_groater
menace in Chicago, where the
murder rate had quadrupled in
less than twenty years. Muggings
were commonplace, even in day-
light, and_the criminals were
usually tougher than in the East.
George Ade rocalls that in his
early Chicago days (or nights)
he made it 2 rule “to use the
middle of the street so that no
hold-up man could step from an
alley and salute us with a piece of
lead—or an clongated canvas
bag filled with sand.” His re-

miniscences are hardly dis-
credited by Chicago's 1893 arrest
ratio—one arrest for every eleven
residents. There woro cight times
more murders in Chicago than in
Paris.

The criminal clement was not
entirely_professional. Owing to
the absence of laws against con

led weapons, any. drifter o
crunk who got hold of a pistol
became a menace. Although his
object might have been only to
sneak behind a counter 1o rifle 4
till o 1o filch a coat from a hall-
way, the outcome often was
bloodshed,

Street crime remains 2 major
problem in American cities, but
with public awareness and in-
creased police efficiency there is
at least reason to believe that it
will not remain so. Less than a
hundred years ago—before the
advent of telephones and squad
cars—the public mood was one of
unflagging pessimism.

tom babaram 0 uia iy,
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Delinquents

“They have no occupation and
leam no art but to steal.”

The streets of New York became a
school to turn litle toughs into
‘major outlaws. Gangs proiferated
during the age—the Gophers,
the Dead Rabbits, the Molasses
Gang, to mention 4 fow—and
the “first act of pilfering to_the
second of burglary was as regular
as the progress of & schoolboy
from class 0 class.”

Physical training, 50 (0 speak.
was acquired in gang warfare
in the terrorization of a neighbor
hood, which the youths would

Mot paads formercy.
Once s v

usurp with the imperiousness
of ions. Some gangs could muster
up to a thousand before sallying
forth “on their mission of pillage
and death.” Particularly ruthless
were the flashy New York Bow-
ery Boys, whose territory no
policeman’would enter without &
partner—and then only during
the day, never at night.

I the streats were schools for
crime, the prisons were graduate
colleges. Here youthful offenders
were  thrown _ together  with
hardened criminals, whose cor-
rupting influence complemented
the courts' general indifference to
reform. Judge Ben Lindsey re
calls_his assignment as a young
atiorney 1o look after two pris-
oners. His clients tumed out o
be young boys who had been






[image: image6.png]locked in a cellfor sixty days with
a safecracker and horse  thiel

upon whom they had learned
0 look as great heroes."

Like grownups, children were
locked ‘up on  the _slightest
suspicion of misdeed. In Chicago
“upwards 10 10,000 young persons
were arrested, clubbed, hand-
cuffed, and jostled around ..
without having_committed_any
crime.” Such excesses nurtured
in the young a disrespect for the
law that strengthened the inclina-
tion toward delinquency.

Swenile outsws progressea

Voutne i prison
as though ncarcoratin
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Punishment

“Great walled cages with rows.
of inmates shuffling past in
close array’

Penal philosophy in the latter half
of the nineteenth century did not
advance with technology, Prisons
were strictly for punishment,
which was carried out with
‘medieval excesses. Public opinion
a5 a whole supported this view,
and criminals customarily were
treated as a subhuman species.
Even the compassionste Jacob
Riis approved of the “beating up
of young toughs,” but his was a
mild recommendation compared
‘with what was actually practiced.
Starvation, floggings, chainings
and torture were blandly routine:
Although prison  reform did
have some devotees, and isolated
experiments in rehabilitation had
been carried out-—notably in the
Philadelphia and Auburn systems

—unyielding repression was the
rule. The Tombs prison in New
York City, with its heavy Egyp-
tan-style architecture, symbol-
ized the penal code for one ob-
server: (t] “lairly represented the
fact that American prisons are
‘more Egyptian than Christian and
wosthy of a pharach.” And Gov-
emor Blackburn of Kentucky
compared his state's prisons to
the Black Hole of Calcutta

However, the very abyss of
inhumanity was to be found in
Southern prisons, where Blacks
were singled out for special
brutalities. “Men are chained in
iron collars; a boy of fourteen
sentenced (o five ears for only
being in a whiskey shop where a
man was killed wears handeufls
- they have cut into his wrists.”

Owing (o the corruption and
incompetence of the court system,
the prisons housed many who
were either innocent of crime or
mentally deranged. And upon
these unfortunates penal _bar-
barity had its most crippling im-
pact.
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“What are the atrocities of the.
Inquisition compared to those
of the lynching mobs

among us?”

Perhaps the darkest stain on the
history of the United States—a
nation that sancfied itself in the
rule of law—was the Iynching
epidemic of the late nineteenth
century. According to the Chicago
Tribune, between 1882 and 1003
10 less than 3337 people died in
{hese outrages. And it is sobering the stake with extreme torture
to consider that many of the while women and children helped
Victims were totally innocent of ~kindle the flames.
any crime; proven guilt was in-  State authorities showed crim-
Consequential when mass hys-  inal neglectin their tacit approval
teria lusted for blood. of Iynch law, and in 99 percent
Two instances epitomize the of the cases no arrests were made.
madness that possessed the lynch Despite this, the mass of Ameri-
mobs. On February 22, 1898, a cans felt lynching to be the crime
black man named F. B. Baker of the century.
was lynched at Lake City, South  What was even more shameful
Carolina, for accepting the office was the fact that Iynching partic
of postmaster. In 189: is, pants confessed 10 no feeling of
Texas, a Black kidnapped by guilt. To them, incredibly, it was
Iynchers was publicly burned at justice,

The lachest peiod for the bisc people
Batweon 1682 and 1903 nchnge of lack toted 7060
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THE RAGS.AND-RICHES para-
dox of America during the
Gilded Age was nowhere more
visible than in New York City.
The poor lived close by the
rich, and the contrast in their
housing embarrassed those of
sensitivity, troubled those of
conscience, and mocked
those of faith.
Tenements huddied pitifully in
the shadow of mansions, and
next to the splendors of Fifth
Avenue were the rocky wastes
of a shantytown that in the
1880 extended from 42nd to
110th Street. This counterpoint
of squalor and luxury was com
pared. by a British traveler, (o
"a lady with diamonds around
her neck and her toes sticking.
‘out of shabby shoes.
New York's reputation of the
period was that of  gay, raffish
high society, whose ostentation
and carryings-on diverted atten-
tion from the despair and the
realities of life among the poor
and lower-middle class. Decent
‘accommodation at modest
rentals was nonexistent, as a
“housing famine” proved an
economic calamity t0 the mass
of city residents. Trapped in
sertdom, poor families wes
‘unable to escape the slums,
and unwilling too, perhaps.
because of ethnic ties and the
proximity to casual jobs.“Ex-
cept for those who are very rich.
s impossible (o live in the city
with any degree of decency.”
Even in the fine brownstones
life was commonly short of the
serene orderliness suggested
by their fagades.
=
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Homes ovarioaded wih “cuper

e

Townhouses

“Constantly demanding
structures with few alleviating
graces”

Townhouses give a city architec-
tural balance; they soften the
heavy presence of commercial
andinstitutional buildings. Among
the fashionable of New York
it is now considered chic to own
one. The handsome fagades have
ot been aliered since the Gilded
Age, but the interiors have, and
for good reason. In their heyday
these houses were stuffy, difficult
to muintain and occasionally
injurious o health.

"A basic_problem was the pol-
luted air that permeated almost
all sections of the city. Brown-
stone residents were advised to
keep their windows permanently
shut against outside air, which

s “redolent with a mixture
of soot, factory vapors, and animal
stenches.” Indoors, because of
the lack of ventilation, the air
was comparable in quality, if not
worse. Sewer gas from primitive
drainage systems posed a constant
peril to health: dampness and
odors plagued the homes of rich
and poor alike.

The indoor air was befouled
further by the standard coal
stove, which gobbled oxygen in
exchange for soot and dust. Cen-
tral steam heat provided a costly
(52000-54000) alternative in







[image: image5.png]1880, but the early radiators
were afflicted by a novel form
of nuisance, water hammer and
hissing. One wonders if the
brownstone resident annoyed by
these noises was consoled by
the thought that the air was
cleaner.

In_one area of personal care,
the Victorians appeared untrou
bled. They seldom bathed. Glo-
fication of the bathoom is a
modern fetish. Tn_1882 only 2
percent of New York's homes

Wi pumbing
kiR of sewar ga¢

had waer connections, and these
in all probability were leaky and,
if attached t a stove, dangerous.
Bathing was considered harmful
by some doctors, and one, C.
Sargent. described it as 4 need-
loss waste of time." In an omate
or overstuffed townhouse regular
chores, from bathing the baby
(generally approved) to dusting
and cleaning, were a grinding
toil, but most wearisome of all
was_cooking. Preparation of a

orian_dinner was a monu
nental task in a kitchen of spar-
tan design.

The servant problem was i
soluble. In  general, American
girls were 100 proud to seck me-
nial jobs, and immigrant girls
were unsatisfactory as a result of
the language barrier, their tem-
perament, or their ignorance of
domestic Social customs. And cap-
able girls refused to stay because
of the enormous workload, the
townhouse requiring “an unre-
mitting war with its refusal (0 stay
clean, orderly, warm, venilated
nourishing and pleasant

Sorvants wro hard o get—and harder
1o kg e hey retried tacion work
1o "aiing on 1 rom & a1 (1 51n
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Living

Middle-class apariment houses
were crammed .

‘The need for the apartment house
existed for many years before
s evolution. The boarding house
and tenement were too lttle;
the townhouse, too much. The
intense frustration_of city lfe

literally forced the development
of the apartment building, which
was to convest millions of Ameri-
cans into “chff_dwellers."
The flight from private dwell-
ings began with the well-to-do,
whose townhouses had become
a financial burden. Richard M.
Hunt created the prototype of a
new style of housing in his Stuy-
vesant Apartments on 18th Street
in New York. Contrary to dire
predictions that New Yorkers
would never consent 1 live “on

ants upeairs o iminutve becoom and bah.

mere_shelves under & common
roof,” this_building and similar
ones that followed it proved very
successful. Class privilege was
safeguarded by rents up (o $3000
for seven rooms.

Reassured by the acceptance of
communal living by the wealthy,
real estate entrepreneurs built
lower-rent apartment houses for
the middle class. But these struc-
tures, which soon mushroomed in
American cities, were little more
than_glorified tenements; and
the style of living that was a
pleasure for the rich became,
in imitation, a curse (o the wage

i suldngs wors e possile by
ht cable might snap and sand them
Crashing 1o dith

Tors. Passengers oarod






[image: image7.png]ecamer. As a contemporary ob-
served, “Reasonable apartments
are not good, and good apart-
ments are not reasonablo.”
Families were shelved in layers,
sharing floors that were subdi-
vided into several apartments—
three or four tiny rooms providing
Ro insulation from the neighbors'
cooking smells or babies’ squall-
ings. Garbage removal and sani-
tary facilities_were comparably
wretched, and  overcrowding
made the buildings “more difficult
to manage than the tenement
houses of the slum districts.”

Fires threatened their
residents,

As the size and number of apart-
ment buildings increased, 5o too
did the danger that a fire would
turn them into blazing. prisons.
Of course, they were not the only
firetzaps, but they accounted for
the heaviest loss of lfe in the
great conflagrations of the period.
Between 1870 and 1906 four
American_cities—Chicago, Bos-
ton, Baltimore and San Francisco

burned o the ground, a record
unmatched anywhere eise in the
world. Boston's_assessment_of
its yearly fire damage—S1 to $1.5
million —was_ten times greater
than that of a European city of
comparable size.

The frequency and destruc-
tiveness of fires in American
cities were blamed on shoddy
construction and the use of flam.

materials in the construc-
tion of “fireproof” apartments,
Even as late as 1904, after steel
had replaced the less heat-resis-
tant cast iron for building, 7000
lives were lost in city fires.

Nowhere is the fireman more
celebrated than in the United
States. And for sound, historical

and acking rsiaton,
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Uninhabitable pens crowded to
suffocation

A hundred years after the Found-
ing Fathers had dedicated them-
selves (o forming a new nation
based on man's innate dignity,
millions of its citizens wallowed
in degradation.

These were the slum dwellers:
the losers in the system_that
exalted the  individual. They
came by the slums though a
quirk of fate, and once in them
they fell victim (o plagues of body
and mind that produced crime,
drunkenness, disease and carly
death in a remorseless cycle.

The authors of the Constitution
could not have loreseen this blight
on their eamest hopes. The slums,
curiously, were a natural result
of the optimism that marked the
good old days, the rampant
growth of industry and popula-
tion that turned towns into cities
and adventurers into_exploiters
with bewildering speed. As al-
ways, the devil had to have his
due, and he was paid in slums.

Cleveland's infected area was
known as the Flats: in St. Louis
it was Cross Keys and Clabber
Alley; in Boston, the North End.
Chicago's extensive siums ad-
joined the stockyards, street after
stroet of pitiful wreckage lacking
sanitation, drainage, ventilation,
light and safety. But worst of
all, typically, was New York.

Between 1868 and 1875 an
estimated 500,000 lived in New
York's _slums—about half _the
city's population. As many as
cight persons shared a_living
room that was 10 by 12 feet and
a bedsoom 6 by 8 feet. One tene-
ment on the Lower East Side
was packed with 101 adults and
a1 children.

Among the indignities they
were forced to suffer—all noted
by city health inspectors —were
vile  privies;  dirt-filed _sinks:
siop oozing down  stairwells
children urinating on the wall
dangerously dilapidated _ stairs:
plumbing pipes pockmarked with
holes that emitted sewer gases o
virulent they were flammable.

Even among slum  residents
there was a ghastly hisrarchy, at
the bottom of which were the
cellar dwellers. Their quarters
acted as a repository for stroet
Gith that washed down on rainy
days, caking a floor that men,
women and children often shared
with goats and pigs. “The inmates
cxhibited the same  lothargic
habits s snimals burrowing in
the ground.”

An_absorbing footnote s the
fact that the rent per square foot
of the slums of the period was 25
t 35 percent higher than that of
apartments in fashionable uptown
New York. The slumlords, unable
o resist profits of 50 to 70 percent
on their original investment,
squeered tenants mercilessly.
Politicians, exclusive club mem-
bers and even churches were
among the owners, who no doubt
rationalized their greed as the
mine operators did for their work-
ers' shacks.

oo most astcuncing fasture of his
1and o platy i he sbeolte ifarence
e i s o pot
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Their home is the street

111874 a New York social work

Etta Angel Wheeler found a little
girl wandering naked through
the slums. The child had been
beatenand slashed by her drunken
foster mother and then chased
from home. Unable to find a
haven for_her, Miss Wheeler
asked the Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals for
help; it was decided that “the
child being an animal” the Soci

would give it protection.

An animal—the end product
sium life. Disfigured by the
bestiality of home, thousands of
urchins wandered the streets—an
1850 estimate had 100,000 loose
in New York—cunning, preda-
tory, with an_instinct for sur-
vival that rivaled an alley cats,
They slept under doorways, in
discarded boxes and barrels: they
fought, blasphemed, begged and
stole: and in the end they gravi
tated to_prostitution and crime.
It was the natural succession of
their unnatural orbit








