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Model Lesson Plan

Deborah Pellikan
FBISD
	Course:
U.S. History


	Title of Unit:

Ideas that Shaped America
	Title of Lesson:
American Exceptionalism and the Writings of Alexis de Tocqueville


	Grade Level:

11th 
	
	Time Frame:

50 minutes


	Description
How did the young Frenchman, Alexis de Tocqueville, become one of the most-often quoted writers in American history?  Which of his reflections actually helped shape America’s view of itself?  To what extent is he frequently misquoted?  Why?  These are questions that students will research using quotations from Democracy in America.


	TEKS Objectives 
US(22)  Citizenship. The student understands concept of American exceptionalism. The student is expected to:

(A)  discuss Alexis de Tocqueville's five values crucial to America's success as a constitutional republic: liberty, egalitarianism, individualism, populism, and laissez-faire;

(B)  describe how the American values identified by Alexis de Tocqueville are different and unique from those of other nations;
US(29)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to:

(A)  use a variety of both primary and secondary valid sources to acquire information and to analyze and answer historical questions;

(B)  analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing and contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations, making predictions, drawing inferences, and drawing conclusions;


	Teacher to Teacher Notes
Prior to lesson, prepare manipulatives for terms (laminate and add magnets).  Prepare a class set of the quotation handout.  The group discussion questions can be displayed on the PowerPoint slide – OR— a copy of the question handout can be made for each student.  
The instructional alternative suggested below this lesson requires a bank of computers for students to research and validate sources.  A lower-tech approach might be to make a class set of the 3-page handout, “Tocqueville Quotes From 104th Congress.” It would be possible to compose the generalizations without opening any of the hyperlinks.
FYI:  There is no identification of “five values crucial to America’s success” in Democracy in America.   For a revealing analysis of the assumptions on which these new TEKS were written, read commentary by Trinity University Professor and current State Board of Education member, Michael Soto:  http://www.michael-soto.org/michael-soto-malc-testimony 
Also of interest, is this link to a discussion of the erroneous quote in the ppt:  http://www.tocqueville.org/pitney.htm



	Materials needed:

[image: image1.emf]Quoting Alexis de  Tocqueville


[image: image2.emf]Vocabulary  Manipulatives


[image: image3.emf]Democracy in  America quotes



[image: image4.emf]Quotation Analysis  Guide


[image: image5.emf]Sentence Stem  Rubric


[image: image6.emf]Tocqueville Quotes  from 104th Congress

    
         (Optional)                                                    (Optional)
	Websites used:
http://www.tocqueville.org/conglink.htm (references to Tocqueville in Congressional Record during 104th Congress)
http://books.google.com/books?id=gwilOTN72JwC&printsec=frontcover&dq=Democracy+in+america+(complete)  (entire text, searchable by words or phrases)

http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/DETOC/toc_indx.html (entire text with active chapter links)



	Procedures/Activities
Engage 
1. Using the first PowerPoint slide, have student dramatically read “quote” from Eisenhower’s campaign speech.
2. Then use mouse click to X-out de Toqueville’s name.  Explain that, while this quote is often attributed to him,   we can learn by conducting electronic word searches within Democracy in America, Volumes I and II that these words are not his.  The next 5 clicks highlight words or phases that were used in searches but were not found   in his writings.

3. Discuss slides 8-11 to introduce the influence of the writings of Alexis de Tocqueville.
Explain

1. Introduce key vocabulary in new TEKS (slides 12-18):  exceptionalism, republic, liberty, egalitarianism, populism, and laissez-faire, having students paraphrase definitions in their notes.  

2. Using manipulatives, teacher places each term on board to create a one-lesson “word wall,” while asking random students to share their paraphrased definition for each term.

3. Have students suggest connections between the different terms: categories, similarities, differences, pairs,    odd-one-out, sequences, etc.  Move pieces to illustrate their connections.
Explore

1. Pass out quotations handout.  Assign each group one of the 6 quotes and allow 5-10 minutes for them to study their quotes and be able to answer the questions on the screen (slide 19).

a. As a class, run through the 6 quotes, having teams take the lead in discussing their assigned quote.  
b. Tally the number of times the above terms were used by Tocqueville in their excerpts.  When all teams have reported, confirm with students that, not only did exceptionalism, egalitarianism, populism, or laissez-faire not appear in their readings, but that they are never used in either volume of Democracy in America.  Theatrically, remove these terms from the wall.
c. Then ask them which of the missing terms were actually alluded to in the quotations.   Teams may be able to support the replacement of exceptionalism, egalitarianism, and populism.  Laissez-faire would be difficult to support.  Replace terms as suggested by students.
2. Full class discussion (slide 20).  Was America different and unique from other nations in the 1830’s?  Is America less different and unique today?  Why or why not?



	Assessment(s)
Evaluate—Have students respond to the following three sentence stems (slide 21), being sure to incorporate examples and at least two of the terms from the lesson:
1.    According to Alexis de Tocqueville, America in the 1830’s was . . . .
2.    Today’s America is still . . . . , although one could argue that . . . .
3.    Politicians continue to quote Tocqueville because . . . .
See rubric in Materials Needed section for scoring guidelines.
            

	Instructional Alternatives

Extend

Working in pairs at computer lab, have students open the above link to the 45 listings of Tocqueville quotes during the 104th Congress (1995-1996).  

a. Each team should open no less than three hyperlinks in the “Used In” column of the table. 

b. Quotes from speeches should be tested by going to the Google Books site listed above.  If they enter a key phrase attributed to Tocqueville in the speech, it will show up within Democracy in America (Complete) if it is actually a Tocqueville quote.  If they are kicked out of Democracy in America (Complete) and they see a list of books by other authors that contain the “quote,” it is not authentic.

c. Have teams write 3 supportable generalizations that are related to Toqueville’s influence that can be made based on their in-depth research of the “Congressional Record of the 104th Congress.”


	Interdisciplinary Connections

English III (9) Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Expository Text. Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about expository text and provide evidence from text to support their understanding. Students are expected to:

(A)  summarize a text in a manner that captures the author's viewpoint, its main ideas, and its elements without taking a position or expressing an opinion;
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Quotations from Democracy in America

By Alexis de Tocquevile

		Relating to:

		Quotation



		Public Opinion

		“In the United States the majority undertakes to supply a multitude of ready-made opinions for the use of individuals, who are thus relieved from the necessity of forming opinions of their own.  Everybody there adopts great numbers of theories, on philosophy, morals, and politics, without inquiry, upon public trust . . . The fact that the political laws of the Americans are such that the majority rules the community with sovereign sway, materially increases the power which that majority naturally exercises over the mind.”



		Political Parties

		“Both parties of the Americans were, in fact, agreed upon the most essential points; and neither of them had to destroy a traditionary constitution, or to overthrow the structure of society, in order to ensure its own triumph.  In neither of them, consequently, were a great number of private interests affected by success or by defeat; but moral principles of a high order, such as the love of equality and of independence, were concerned in the struggle, and they sufficed to kindle violent passions.”



		Money

		“I do not mean that there is any deficiency of wealthy individuals in the United States; I know of no country, indeed, where the love of money has taken stronger hold on the affections of men, and where the profounder contempt is expressed for the theory of the permanent equality of property.  But wealth circulates with inconceivable rapidity, and experience shows that it is rare to find two succeeding generations in the full enjoyment of it.”



		Big Business

		“The territorial aristocracy of former ages was either bound by law, or thought itself bound by usage, to come to the relief of its serving-men and to relieve their distress. But the manufacturing aristocracy of our age first impoverishes and debases the men who serve it and then abandons them to be supported by the charity of the public . . . I am of the opinion, on the whole, that the manufacturing aristocracy which is growing up under our eyes is one of the harshest that ever existed in the world.”



		Men and Women

		"In no country has such constant care been taken as in America to trace two clearly distinct lines of action for the two sexes, and to make them keep pace with the other, but in two pathways which are always different.  American women never manage the outward concerns of the family, or conduct a business, or take a part in political life; nor are they, on the other hand ever compelled to perform the rough labor of the fields, or make any of those laborious exertions which demand the exertion of physical strength."



		Public Education

		“But it is by the attention it pays to Public Education that the original character  of American civilization is at once placed in the clearest light. . . . Here follows clauses establishing schools in every township, and obliging the inhabitants, under pain of heavy fines, to support them . . . The municipal authorities were bound to enforce the sending of children to school by their parents; they were empowered to inflict fines upon all who refused compliance; and in case of continued resistance society assumed the place of the parent, took possession of the child, and deprived the father of those natural rights which he used to so bad  a purpose.”






_1397631453.ppt




		“I sought the greatness and genius of America in her commodious harbors and her ample rivers - and it was not there . . . in her fertile fields and boundless forests - and it was not there . . .             in her rich mines and her vast world commerce - and it was not there . . .   in her democratic Congress and her matchless Constitution -         and it was not there.  Not until I went into the churches of America and heard her pulpits flame with righteousness did I understand the secret of her genius and power. America is great because she is good, and if America ever ceases to be good, she will cease to be great.”



─Alexis de Tocqueville
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		The previous quotation, attributed to Alexis de Tocqueville, first appeared in a 1952 campaign speech by Dwight D. Eisenhower.





		It has since been repeated by:              Ronald Reagan, Jesse Helms, Bill Clinton, Pat Buchanan, Phil Graham and others.





		Yet it doesn’t appear in part or in its entirety in Democracy in America, or anywhere else in de Tocqueville’s writings.















So Who is                Alexis de Tocqueville?

And why is he so often quoted 

and misquoted?













The Writings of Alexis de Tocqueville

		In the 1830s, a 28-year-old French philosopher, Alexis de Tocqueville, toured the U.S.

		He published a 2-volume work, Democracy in America, describing his thoughts on all he had seen.

		It became a best-seller in the U.S. at the time because of its positive portrayal of American society.

		This work continues to be one of the most often-quoted by our nation’s politicians.















So what do we need to know?

		TEKS, US22-The student understands the concept of American exceptionalism. The student is expected to:

		(A)  discuss Alexis de Tocqueville's    five values crucial to America's success as a constitutional republic: liberty, egalitarianism, individualism, populism, and laissez-faire 
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Exceptionalism

		1: the condition of being different       from the norm;  

		2: a theory expounding the exceptionalism especially of a nation      or region 





(First known use in 1929)













Republic

		a government in which supreme power resides in a body of citizens entitled to vote and is exercised by elected officers and representatives responsible to them and governing according to law  





(First known use in 1604)













Liberty

		1: quality or state of being free:  

		2: freedom from arbitrary or despotic control

		3: the positive enjoyment of various social, political, or economic rights and privileges 





(First known use in 14th Century)













Egalitarianism

		1: a belief in human equality especially with respect to social, political, and economic affairs 

		2: a social philosophy advocating the removal of inequalities among people 





   (First known use in 1905)













Populism

		1: A political philosophy supporting the rights and power of the people in their struggle against the privileged elite. 

		2: The movement organized around this philosophy. 





(First known use in 1892)













Laissez-faire

		1: a doctrine opposing governmental interference in economic affairs beyond the minimum necessary for the maintenance of peace and property rights. 





(First known use in 1825)













Quotation Analysis Guide

		Paraphrase the ideas in the quotation using modern-day English. 





		To what extent do you think his view of America in the 1830s is accurate? 





		Do you think this still applies to the U.S. today?





		Were any of the lesson’s vocabulary terms used or alluded to in this excerpt? 















American Exceptionalism Discussion

		How was America different and unique from other nations in the 1830s according to Alexis de Toqueville? 





		Is America less different and unique today?   Why or why not?





		To what extent do Americans view themselves as “exceptional?”

















Complete the following sentence stems, incorporating examples and at least two       of the terms from the lesson.

		1.    According to Alexis de Tocqueville, America in the 1830’s was . . . . . . . . . . .





		2.    Today America is still . . . . . . . . . . , although one could argue that . . . . . . . . .





		3.    U.S. politicians continue to quote Tocqueville because . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Quotation Analysis Guide

1.  Paraphrase the ideas in the quotation using modern-day English.


2.  To what extent do you think his view of America in the 1830s is accurate?


3.  To what extent do you think this applies to the U.S. today?


4.  Were any of the lesson’s vocabulary terms used in this excerpt?  If so, which ones?


5.  Were the meanings of some of the vocabulary terms alluded to in this excerpt, even 


      though the terms were not literally included?  If so, explain.


_1380449030.doc
		Sentence Stem Completion Rubric



		4


Exceeds 


Expectations

		3


Proficient

		2


Approaching


Proficiency

		1


Not


Proficient



		Clear analysis in three completed sentences

Uses three or more examples.


Uses three or more lesson terms correctly.  

		Completion of all three sentence stems

Use at least two examples to support positions.

Uses at least two lesson terms correctly

		Completion of two or fewer sentence stems

Uses at least one example to support position.

Uses at least one of the lesson terms

		Completion of one or fewer sentence stems


No use of examples


No correct use of lesson terms
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References to Tocqueville in the 104th Congress


From the Congressional Record

Each entry listed below contains an excerpt from the Congressional Record. Many of these entries do not contain the original speeches in their entirety. The complete speeches can be read using the Congressional Record Search Engine. 

		Speaker

		Topic

		Used In



		Rep. Sam Gejdenson (D-CT)

		THE AMERICAN PROMISE 

		Extension of Remarks - September 28, 1995 



		Sens. James Inhofe (R-OK) and Rick Santorum (R-PA)

		BALANCING THE BUDGET Senate - June 22, 1995 

		part 1 and part 2



		Sen. Jesse Helms (R-NC)

		THE DEFENSE OF MARRIAGE ACT 

		Senate - September 09, 1996 



		Rep. Newt Gingrich (R-GA)

		ELECTION OF SPEAKER 

		House of Representatives - January 04, 1995 



		Sen. Jon L. Kyl (R-AZ)

		EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT 

		Senate - March 31, 1995 



		Sen. James Inhofe (R-OK)

		THE 11 ARGUMENTS IN OPPOSITION 

		Senate - February 14, 1995 



		Rep. Gerald Solomon (R-NY)

		TOWN OF SCHODACK CELEBRATES BICENTENNIAL IN 1995

		Extension of Remarks - January 05, 1995 



		Rep. Richard Burr (R-NC)

		HONORING DR. RICHARD JANEWAY AND THE BOWMAN GRAY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
refers to a Tocqueville volunteer award 

		Extension of Remarks - September 17, 1996 



		Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA)

		STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

		Senate - April 29, 1996 



		Rep. Gil Gutknecht (R-MN)

		ISSUES OF THE DAY AMONG AMERICANS 

		House of Representatives - July 10, 1996 



		Sen. Joe Biden (D-DE)

		TRIBUTE TO ARMAND COCCO 

		Senate - June 12, 1995 



		Rep. G.V. Montgomery

		MACK GERALD FLEMING 

		Extension of Remarks - April 07, 1995 



		Sen. Claiborne Pell (D-RI)

		STRENGTH FROM DIVERSITY 
reference in an inserted speech

		Senate - September 09, 1996 



		Sen. James Inhofe (R-OK)

		THE ECONOMY 

		Senate - March 06, 1996 



		Rep. Barney Frank (D-MA)

		CONSERVATIVE ADVOCATE DEFENDS SUPREME COURT COLORADO OPINION -- BY CLINT BOLICK
cited in a Los Angeles Times article 

		Extension of Remarks - June 26, 1996 



		Sen. Howell Heflin (D-AL)

		LAWYERS, GARDEN SLUGS AND CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTY
reference located in inserted 

		Senate - June 29, 1995 



		Sen. Thomas Daschle (D-SD)

		THE REAL MEANING OF THE CONTRACT WITH AMERICA 

		Senate - April 07, 1995 



		Postal Commissioner George W. Haley

		REMARKS OF COMMISSIONER GEORGE W. HALEY 

		Senate - February 27, 1995 



		Sen. John Ashcroft (R-MO)

		WAGING WAR AGAINST THE HUMAN SPIRIT 

		Senate - May 23, 1995 



		Sen. John Ashcroft (R-MO)

		STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

		Senate - May 23, 1995 



		Sen. Barbara Mikulski (D-MD)

		NATIONAL SERVICE 

		Senate - January 17, 1995 



		Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC)

		LIBERTY, JUSTICE, AND AN INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY 

		House of Representatives - May 14, 1996 



		Sen. Spencer Abraham (R-MI)

		IMMIGRATION: WHERE TO GO FROM HERE 

		Senate - November 29, 1995 



		Sen. Charles Grassley (R-IA)

		THE VOID IN MORAL LEADERSHIP--PART II 

		Senate - March 20, 1996 



		Sen. Rick Santorum (R-PA)

		CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

		Senate - April 06, 1995 



		Sen. Bill Bradley (D-NJ)

		SENATOR BRADLEY'S SPEECHES 
reference located in a speech inserted into record

		Senate - October 03, 1996 



		President Bill Clinton

		THE STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

		House of Representatives - January 24, 1995 



		Rep. Rob Portman (R-OH)

		THE INCREASE IN ILLEGAL DRUG USE AMONG TEENAGERS IN AMERICA 

		House of Representatives - September 19, 1996 



		Sen. James Inhofe (R-OK)

		TAX RELIEF 

		Senate - September 06, 1996 



		Sen. Dale Bumpers (D-AR)

		AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 1996 

		Senate - September 18, 1995 



		Rep. Bob Dornan (R-CA)

		BOOKS ON BILL CLINTON 

		House of Representatives - July 26, 1996 



		Sen. Paul Coverdell (R-GA)

		CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO LIMIT CONGRESSIONAL TERMS 

		Senate - April 19, 1996 



		Sen. Dale Bumpers (D-AR)

		FAMILY SELF-SUFFICIENCY ACT 

		Senate - September 12, 1995 



		Sen. Russ Feingold (D-WI)

		MEDICARE AND TAX CUTS FOR THE RICH 

		Senate - May 02, 1995 



		Sen. Dale Bumpers (D-AR)

		BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

		Senate - February 07, 1995 



		Rep. Gerald Solomon (R-NY)

		PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 123, ENGLISH LANGUAGE EMPOWERMENT ACT OF 1996 

		House of Representatives - August 01, 1996 



		Sen. Rick Santorum (R-PA)

		EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT 

		Senate - April 03, 1995 



		Rep. Bob Dornan (R-CA)

		QUESTION OF PERSONAL PRIVILEGE 

		House of Representatives - June 27, 1996 



		Sen. Slade Gorton (R-WA)

		CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM 

		Senate - June 24, 1996 



		Sen. Rick Santorum (R-PA)

		FAMILY SELF-SUFFICIENCY ACT 

		Senate - August 07, 1995 



		Sen. Phil Gramm (R-TX)

		DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, JUSTICE, AND STATE, THE JUDICIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 1996 

		Senate - September 28, 1995 



		Sen. Paul Wellstone (D-MN)

		MAKING FURTHER CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 1996 

		Senate - November 09, 1995 



		Sen. Judd Gregg (R-NH)

		CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET 

		Senate - May 22, 1995 



		Rep. Neil Abercrombie (D-HI)

		PROPOSING A BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

		House of Representatives - January 26, 1995 



		Sen. Patrick Moynihan (D-NY)

		FAMILY SELF-SUFFICIENCY ACT 

		Senate - September 13, 1995 






_1380346341.doc

[image: image1]


[image: image2]




[image: image3]


[image: image4]























Exceptionalism































Republic



























Egalitarianism































Liberty































Populism



























Laissez-Faire












