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	Course:  Social Studies
	Unit of Study:

20th Century

Cold War Arms Race

	Title of lesson: 

The Butter Battle Book and The Great Race 


	Grade Level: Fifth Grade
	
	Time Frame of lesson: 
2 class periods



	
	
	Teacher: Marcia Looper

	ENDURING UNDERSTANDING(S):  

	1. We first know ourselves and find connection through membership in groups.
2. Human cultures exhibit both similarities and differences.  Institutions influence and shape our behavior.  We can influence and shape institutions.
3.  I am part of the human story, capable of viewing it from multiple perspectives, and able to use past lessons to shape the future.
4.  Major events have both causes and effects, and the present is influenced by the past. 


	CONCEPT STATEMENT(S): The big ideas that spiral through all social studies curriculum.
	ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S): Personalized, open-ended questions which build relevancy to curriculum for students.

	· Personal identity is shaped by an individual’s culture, by groups, by institutional influences, and by lived experiences shared with people inside and outside the individual’s own culture throughout her or his development. 
· The study of individual development and identity will help students to describe factors important to the development of personal identity.

· The students will learn how science and technologies influence beliefs, knowledge, and their daily lives. 
	· How is personal identity shaped by an individual’s culture, institutional influences and life experiences?
· What factors are most important to the development of personal identity?

· How does science and technology influence beliefs, knowledge and daily lives?



	THREE PART OBJECTIVE: (Content, Cognitive Blooms Level, and Proving Behavior)

	Students will engage in a lively discussion of what it means to be fair-minded, accept opposing points of view, respect well-supported positions, be sensitive to cultural similarities and differences, and be committed to accept individual and social responsibility after reading The Butter Battle Book, and will then create a visual timeline in the form of race track that illustrates the arms/space race, including any major events and technology that was created during the Cold War.  


	LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE(S): (Aligned with ELPS/Choose those appropriate to your students.)

	Learning Strategies
	1A The students will use visual discovery and picture books to learn new vocabulary regarding cultural similarities and differences, and a commitment to individual and social responsibility.


	Listening
	2E The students will use supports such as the picture book, The Butter Battle Book  to enhance sensitivity to cultural similarities and differences, and a commitment to individual and social responsibility.


	Speaking
	3B The students will use new vocabulary to describe sensitivity to cultural similarities and differences, and a commitment to individual and social responsibility.

	Reading
	4K  The students will show comprehension of text describing cultural similarities and differences, and a commitment to individual and social responsibility.

	Writing
	5F  The students will write using a variety of sentence frames and selected vocabulary about cultural similarities and differences, and a commitment to individual and social responsibility.


	TEKS COVERED IN THIS LESSON: Aligned to the  Essential Knowledge and Skills

	TEKS Content Objectives:  

(5.4)  History. The student understands political, economic, and social changes that occurred in the United States during the 19th century. The student is expected to: (G)  identify the challenges, opportunities, and contributions of people from selected immigrant groups.
(5.23)  Culture. The student understands the contributions of people of various racial, ethnic, and religious groups to the United States. The student is expected to: (A)  identify the similarities and differences within and among selected racial, ethnic, and religious groups in the United States; (B)  describe customs, celebrations, and traditions of selected racial, ethnic, and religious groups in the United States; and (C)  summarize the contributions of people of selected racial, ethnic, and religious groups to our national identity.
TEKS Skills Objectives:  

(5.26)  Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected to: (B)  incorporate main and supporting ideas in verbal and written communication; (D)  create written and visual material such as journal entries, reports, graphic organizers, outlines, and bibliographies; and (E)  use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation.
(5.27)  Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working independently and with others, in a variety of settings. The student is expected to: (A)  use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution; and (B)  use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement a decision.
(5.28B)  Social studies skills. Use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement a decision.

Social Emotional Learning (SEL) - Guidance Content Areas/Skill Levels:

Decision-making, Goal-setting, Planning, Problem-solving Skills

· Make decisions

· Define and explain the importance of each of the steps in the decision-making process

· Analyze their own skills for making personal and educational decisions

· Describe how their beliefs contribute to their decisions

· Describe the skills necessary for making decisions and choosing alternative in planning for and pursuing goals

· Solve problems

· Demonstrate understanding of the use of a problem-solving process

· Demonstrate understanding of their own strategies for problem-solving

Interpersonal Effectiveness

· Respect others

· Become aware that each individual is unique

· Demonstrate understanding that similarities and differences among people are valuable

· Demonstrate a variety of ways to solve conflicts with others

· Respect others’ ideas/opinions/feelings

· Maintain their person integrity while participating in groups

· Demonstrate the ability to function effectively in groups without loss of personal integrity

· Demonstrate understanding that peer pressure influences them positively/negatively

Responsible Behavior

· Take responsibility for their own behaviors

· Demonstrate consideration and respect for the feelings, property, and physical well-being of others

· Become aware that their beliefs affect their behaviors

· Identify personal behavioral beliefs and those of their basic groups

· Identify behaviors that illustrate respect for themselves and for others

· Describe how emotions affect their behavior

· Recognize that judgments are made on their behaviors and attitudes

Developmental Assets: 
21. Achievement motivation 
27. Equality and social justice 
28. Integrity 
30. Responsibility 
32. Planning and decision-making 
33. Interpersonal competence

36.  Peaceful conflict resolution

	TEACHER TO TEACHER NOTES:

	After finishing the lesson, students should come away with a deeper appreciation of peace, the value of curtailing conflicts before they escalate, and a sense of the importance of respecting differences in others, while being amused at the clever and fanciful drawings and descriptions.  Everyone finishes this book understanding the absurdity of fierce fighting over something as silly as which way they buttered their bread. Getting along and solving minor conflict seems pretty important in this light. Although written during the time of the nuclear arms race, the message of peace is universal and timeless.


	VISUALS, MATERIALS, AND TEXTS:
	RESOURCES & TECHNOLOGY

	The Butter Battle Book by Dr. Seuss

ISBN 0-394-86580-4

Video: http://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/videos#cold-war 
What Was the Cold War? Video

http://www.neok12.com/php/watch.php?v=zX54625279407c0e42504167&t=Cold-War
CNN Interactive

http://web.archive.org/web/20081217154418/http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/cold.war/
Sputnik

http://www.cosmolearning.com/documentaries/cold-war-by-cnn-perspectives/36/

	Space Race/Cold War Technology/Timelines

· http://www.vibrationdata.com/SpaceRace.htm
· http://www.nasm.si.edu/exhibitions/gal114/spacerace/sec100/sec100.htm
· http://www.space.edu/projects/book/chapter10.html
· http://www.uvm.edu/~wburnor/second.html
· http://www.courses.psu.edu/aersp/aersp055_r81/history.html
· http://americanhistory.si.edu/subs/history/timeline/index.html
· http://www.is.wayne.edu/mnissani/PAGEPUB/CH4.html
· http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/cold.war/experience/the.bomb/
· http://www.coldwar.org/articles/60s/space_race.asp
· http://regentsprep.org/regents/ushisgov/themes/science/cw.cfm
Great Site For Primary Sources on Cold War Events

· http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/coldwar.htm
History of the Atom Bomb

· http://www.atomcentral.com/trinity-explosion.aspx
 

	PROCEDURES/ACTIVITIES

Remember Horizontal Teaching:

	LESSON COMPONENT
	CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

	SET:  
· Before reading the story, engage the students in a conversation about the ways people differ.  Is it okay for people to be very different from you?   Record their answers to review after they have read the story and completed some of the activities.
· Give each student a slice of bread, butter, and butter knife. Tell them only to butter a piece of bread. After the activity is complete, ask the students what their preferred method of buttering bread is. Ask them how they like to eat buttered bread.

	1. Do you ever get angry and lose your temper when someone does things differently than you do?
2. What issues do you think are worth getting angry over?

3. What sorts of things are not good to get angry about?



	INPUT: Read aloud The Butter Battle Book by Dr. Seuss
http://learningtogive.org/teachers/literature_guides/ButterBattleBook.asp

	During Reading

· Ask: Why do the Yooks and Zooks keep getting bigger and stronger weapons?

· Point out the picture with the “butter-up band.” Talk about what the cheerleaders of the Zooks might say or do on their side of the wall.

· Reflection: In disagreements that you know of, have you ever seen someone change their arguments or weapons to seem stronger? What happened then?

After Reading

· Ask: Can anyone win this battle? How? or Why not?

· Reflect: Think about a conflict that you have been involved in (or have read about). 

1. What can you do to get along sooner (or at least not get to the point where no one can win)?

2. Is it possible to have a fight in which both sides win? 

3. How can you get into a “win-win situation?”



	MODEL:  Work Station/ Group Work – 

· Divide students into groups of 2 or 3.  Explain to them that they will be examining the arms/space race that took place between the Soviet Union and the United States during the Cold War years.  
· Inform them that their task will be to create a unique timeline that depicts the arms/space race in the form of a visual race with two racers involved, the United States and the Soviet Union.  For example, a group may create a racecar track with two cars racing, the U.S and the Soviet Union, and at different intervals one will be winning the race.  
· Different intervals will detailed by dates and the facts/events that go with it.  Students must create the timeline by doing research on the internet.  During their research they will be provided with links to four different primary sources.  
· Students must analyze the primary source and include it as a piece of the race and identify its significance within the Cold War.  Therefore students are creating a visual timeline of the arms/space race in the form of a race of their choosing, whether it is a car race, bike race, track race, etc.  
· Timelines must have at least 10-15 intervals that show major events and technological feats by the Soviet Union and the United States  following World War II and up into the 1980s.  There are no strict guidelines on the exact events that students must come up with, but they do have to include the events that go along with the primary sources.  

	Assessment:

Performance Tasks

1. Students must create a timeline in the form of race track that illustrates the arms/space race, including any major events and technology that was created during the Cold War.  



	GUIDED PRACTICE: 
Presentations – Once students have completed their research and have created their “race timelines” have them give short presentations to show the rest of the class what they came up with and what events they focused on.  

Students must write a 1-2 page essay that explains how the arms/space played a central role within the conflict between the United States and the Soviet Union.   


	Assessment:

Performance Tasks

2. Students must present their timelines to the rest of the class in a short (2-3 minutes) informal presentation.  



	CLOSURE: 
Have students go to: http://www.nps.gov/mimi/forkids/beajuniorranger.htm 

Click on Be a Junior Ranger and complete the Minuteman Missile Junior Ranger program.

For nearly three decades Minuteman Missile field personnel protected and defended our nation. Now you can learn about the duties they performed and why the Cold War was a defining event in American History.


	Student mission: This Junior Ranger program is made up of four missions.

Mission 1. Questions? Questions?                       

Mission 2. Symbols of Strength     

Mission 3. Word Search

Mission 4. Missile Jobs

Choose any three of the above missions to complete the program. 

	ASSESSMENT(S)

	Stage of Language Acquisition
	Proving Behavior

	Native Speakers and Advanced Fluency
	Students will create declarative, interrogative, and exclamatory sentences to describe the sensitivity to cultural similarities and differences, and a commitment to individual and social responsibility.

	Intermediate Fluency
	Students will share in cooperative groups about the sensitivity to cultural similarities and differences, and a commitment to individual and social responsibility.

	Speech Emergence
	Students will speak using the words sensitivity, cultural similarities, cultural differences, commitment and individual and social responsibility.

	Early Production
	Students will speak using the words cultural similarities, cultural differences, and individual and social responsibility.

	Preproduction
	Students will pronounce the words culture, differences, and responsibility.


	ACCOMMODATIONS/ENRICHMENTS

	Go to http://suite101.com/article/the-butter-battle-lesson-plan-a182641 for extension ideas such as the following:

· Designing clever contraptions of their own

· Writing a banner or poster supporting their side in a conflict they frequently have in their own home.

· Talking about people who seem different or weird and ways people can focus on similarities and learn from differences rather than automatically disliking those who are different.

· A discussion on satire, what it is and how it is used in the story, as the weapons become more and more silly, dangerous, and complicated.

· Understanding what factions are, both in The Butter Battle and in the world today. List some of those faction and the reasons they are at odds with their opposition.

· The Butter Battle is considered an allegory to the Cold War. Research on the Cold War, its historical significance and how it might have inspired The Butter Battle.

· Comparing The Butter Battle to wars going on in the world today.

· Compare the Zooks and Yooks to two countries with peaceful relations, such as the United States and Canada.



	SILENT/SUSTAINED READING RESOURCES

	· All the Colors of the Earth, by Sheila Hamanaka.

· The Araboolies of Liberty Street, by Sam Swope.

· We Are All Alike-We Are All Different, by Cheltenham Elementary School Kindergarten.

· But Names Will Never Hurt Me, by Bernard Waber.



	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS

Elementary Only

	Reading/oral language – World Events: Relate this story to the wars and conflicts in the world today or in our history. Compare and contrast the events in this story with the events in the real situations.
Math:  Go to this site to analyze the graph showing the build up of nuclear arms in the USA and the Soviet Union from 1985 to 2005.  During the Cold War the United States and the Soviet Union became engaged in a nuclear arms race. They both spent billions and billions of dollars trying to build up huge stockpiles of nuclear weapons. Near the end of the Cold War the Soviet Union was spending around 27% of its total gross national product on the military. This was crippling to their economy and helped to bring an end to the Cold War. 


