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Model Lesson Plan

Jeff McConnell

Ridge Point High School

	Course:

U.S. History
	Title of Unit:

Causes and Effects of World War II
	Title of Lesson:

On the Home Front



	Grade Level:

11
	
	Time Frame:

One 45 minutes class period 
+outside time to make websites

	Description:  After learning about the various aspects of the Home Front, students will build a website to showcase these aspects and give more detail.


	TEKS Objectives 

(7) History. The student understands the domestic and international impact of U.S. participation in World War II. The student is expected to:
 (G) explain the home front and how American patriotism inspired exceptional actions by citizens and military
       personnel, including high levels of military enlistment; volunteerism; the purchase of war bonds; Victory 
      Gardens; the bravery and contributions of the Tuskegee Airmen, the Flying Tigers, and the Navajo Code 
      Talkers; and opportunities and obstacles for women and ethnic minorities.

(17) Economics. The student understands the economic effects of World War II and the Cold War. The 

student is expected to:
(A) describe the economic effects of World War II on the home front such as the end of the Great Depression,  

      rationing, and increased opportunity for women and minority employment;

(29)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired through established research methodologies from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to:

(A)  differentiate between, locate, and use valid primary and secondary sources such as computer software, 
                    databases, media and news services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire information about the
                    United States;

(30) Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is 

expected to:
(A) create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies information;

(B) use correct social studies terminology to explain historical concepts; and

(C) use different forms of media to convey information, including written to visual and statistical to written or 
      visual, using available computer software as appropriate.


	Teacher to Teacher Notes
- You need to familiarize yourself with Weebly.com. It is a very straightforward website builder, using the “drag and drop” method.   When you create the account there is a tutorial for the students.
- Two students will also be in charge of building a class page, so they’ll need to be familiar as well.  



	Materials needed:

- Computers with Internet capability  
   
[image: image1.emf]Weebly Cheat Sheet

         
[image: image2.emf]WW2 Home Front  booklet

 
[image: image3.emf]WW2 Home Front  website rubric


	Websites used:
1  www.weebly.com
(Free online web page maker)
2  www.voki.com
(Free online avatar maker)
3 www.first5presidents.weebly.com
(My First 5 Presidents sample, with Vokis for Washington and Adams.)



	Procedures/Activities
Engage: While the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have been going on, how has our everyday life changed? For most students, their lives have changed very little, if at all. Explain to the students that even though WW2 was being fought on the other side of the world, the effects were still felt here.
Explain: Using a class set, and having them work in pairs, give students a copy of the Home Front illustration with the numbers on it. Have them figure out what “sticks out” from the illustration where each number is. (It may be necessary to trace over the numbers with a red pen so that the numbers are more visible.) After about 5 minutes or so, begin going over the various details of the map using the key in the packet.
Explore:  Now the class will build a Home Front site. Students should work with one other person to create a PowerPoint over a specific aspect of the Home Front. Their PowerPoint should in include: 1) a detailed description (the descriptions from the booklet could be a jumping off point), 2) at least 1 visual, 3) a “diary entry” from someone involved in that aspect of the Home Front describing how their life has been impacted by the war. Once students have finished their presentation, they need to save it as a PDF file and get it to the web masters. The web masters will load each of the presentations on to the class page.


	Assessment(s)
Evaluate: Students will send the webmasters their PDF presentations, which will then be added to the site. Teacher will then go through the class site and grade the various presentations, using the website rubric in “Materials Needed” section.


	Instructional Alternatives
 For an extra bit of fun, the students could be required to have 1 of their “diary” entries be a Voki. This is another free online application that students like to play with. It allows them to make an online avatar that will speak whatever is typed. These avatars can be embedded into the World War II website by copying Embed Code that is given from the Voki site into a text portion of your Weebly site. As with any technology, it is necessary to become familiar with the technology to get better at it, but the kids seem to like the Vokis. My students used it for their Andrew Jackson websites and loved it.



	Interdisciplinary Connections

Fundamentals of Computer Science TEKS
(2) Communication and collaboration. The student communicates and collaborates with peers to 

      contribute to his or her own learning and the learning of others. The student is expected to:
(C) publish information in a variety of ways such as print, monitor display, web pages, and 

      video.
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World War I is considered by many historians as the centralevent
of the 20th century, an event that has shaped today's world. Fifty years
later, its social, economic, military, and political repercussions are stiil
being felt. The war left the U.S. as the leader of the free world, began
the decline of colonialism, laid the groundwork for the Pacific Rim,
and hastened the development of many technical and scientific
advancements. World War 11 also launched the nuclear age, set the
scene for the Cold War and fueled continuing friction in the Middle
East. In addition to U.S. armed forces fighting around the world,
Americans at home joined together in a common cause to build the
"arsenal of democracy.”

Through 1995 the world will mark the 50th-year anniversaries of
many World War Il events. To help today’s student comprehend the
history and lessons of that war, the United States of America 50th
Anniversary- of World War Il Commemoration Commitice has
developed this Teacher’s Guide and Home Front poster.

This poster and guide were designed for grades 5 through 9,
howevet, it should also be useful to secondary school teachers.

Objectives

Develop an understanding of the importance of the following
elements depicted in the poster and how they contrlbuted to the
success of the home front effort:

*  Bond Drives

*  Recruiting for the Military {men and women)

*  Civil Defense

*  "Arsenal of Democracy" (aircraft, ship, tank and other
- war production) ‘

*  Making Do - Scrap and other drives

* - Rationing - Food, fuel, clothing, etc.
.*  Minority Advancements - military and civilian

*  Women Advancements - military and civilian
.*  Poster Propaganda

= Hollywoocd Supports the War

*  Blue/Gold Star Flags

*  Victory Gardens

© V-Mail

Teacher's Guide

Background

Events and facts surrounding World War II:
+ Japan occupies Manchuria — 1931
+ Ttaly invades Ethiopia —1935
* [taly invades Albania — 1938
« Germany annexed Austria and part of Czechoslovakia—
1938
* World War I began in Europe in 1939 when Germany
invaded Poland
* Great Britain and France declared war on Germany in
1939.
* Japan bombed Pearl Harbor — December 7, 1941,
« The United States declared war — December 8, 1941,
« Axis Nations — Germany, Italy and Japan.
* Allied nations — United States, Great Britain,
United Soviet Socialist Republic, France and others.
Americans athome realized they needed to sacrifice goods forthe
war effort. They did this through rationing, collecting scrap metal,
buymg war bonds and a variety of other activities.

P

Navy WAVES Iower an a;rplane engine ontoa block at the Nava! Training
School, Norman, Okla., in 1943,

Introduce the home front poster as a typical small
town during World War II that depicts some of the
elements of the 1940s home front. Discuss the term
“home front” versus the “battlefield.” Distribute photo
~copies of the poster and quiz to students and ask them

~ to discuss the home front with their relatives and
neighbors who lived through the Second World War.
Using the Poster Key, discuss how Americans on the
home front put aside their differences and worked

Using This Package

These instructional materials are endorsed by the National Education Association.

together to build the “arsenal of democracy” in support
of their troops overseas. The material is suitable for
either a series of mini-lessons of about 10-15 minutes,
or a few longer lessons.

Encourage students to volunteer for additional
learning activities. Allow the students to take home the
posterand quizto discover the answers by interviewing
people fromWorld War I generation. Or administer the
quiz to evaluate the material covered.
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1. War Bond
Drive: To help finance
the war, the government
borrowed money from the
American people by selling
bonds with the guarantee of
extra money through
interest. Children bought
both bonds and saving
stamps. Through the War
Finance Program, schools
collected more than 1 billion
dollars through stamps and
bonds (an average of $21
perchild peryear). In 1944,
that money bought 2,900
planes, 33,600]eeps, 11,600
amphibious jeeps and
11,690 parachutes. In
addition, the Boy Scouts
wereresponsible forselling
approximately $8 billion
worth of War Stamps and Bonds.

This Norma Rockwell poster was just one
way of advertising war bonds.

2. Civil Defense Spotter: Because of the fear of invasion
by the Japanese or Germans, civilians worked as “spotters;” they
searched the skies with binoculars for enemy aircraft. Neighborhood
airraid wardens ensured that houses in their jurisdiction were blacked
out during air raid drills. After the bombing at Pear]l Harbor on Dec.
7, 1941, west coast Americans began to worry about the possibility
of an invasion by the Japanese. On the east coast they worried about
attacks by Germany. Spotters were volunteers, often housewives, By
February 1942, there were 5 million velunteers involved in local
organizations. The Office of Civilian Defense was the national
organization in charge of civil defense matters.

3. Aircraft, Tanks, and Ships: In January 1942, the
manufacture of more than 300 civilian-oriented products such as
refrigerators, washing machines, beverage cans, and bicycles were
reduced or discontinued so that factories could provide tanks, jeeps,
and weapons. More than 300,000 aircraft, 88,000 tanks, and 12.5
million rifles were produced between 1942 and 1945 in factories
converted from civilian production. Shipyards built 107 aircraft
carriers, 352 destroyers and 35 million tons of merchant shipping.

4, Collecting Scrap: One of the largest volunteer efforts
was the scrap drives. Scrap drives helped make up for the shortage
of strategic raw materials. Children collected all kind of scrap:
anything metal, cooking fat, newspapers, even old sneakers for the
rubber, Bing Crosby wrote a song called “Tunk will win the war.”
Young people took Red Cross courses, made hospital bags, wrapped
bandages, knitted afghans and made simple clothing for children in
war-torn countries. They also helped farmers harvest their crops. The
Boy Scouts collected 3 million books to be sent overseas.

5. Rationing: Rationing was established in January 1942,
in order to provide an equitable system of distributing scarce goods.
Each family had ration books containing stamps or coupons which
were required along with payment for rationed goods. Some items
such as rubber were in short supply because they came from areas
controlled by the enemy. Other items were scarce because they were
needed to supply the troops. Stili others came by ship from other

countries and shipping was dangerous due to the presence of enemy
navies. Americans were confronted constantly by signs exhorting
them to “Use it up; wear it out; make do or do without.” Enduring the
hardships of rationing and shortages seemed trivial compared to the
risks of those in combat. Anyone who complained about life on the
home front was asked the question, “Don’t you know there’s a war
on?”

* Grocery Store: Ration stamps controlled 20 items by the
war’s end, among them, sugar, coffee, meat, butter, cheese, paper
products, shoes, and gasoline. Because sugar was rationed, items
such as gum, candy, and Coca Cola were scarce. Nylon stockings
became precious commodities. Some women drew lines up the backs
of their legs to look like seamed stockings.

*Victory Speed Limit Sign: Inorderto conserve gasoline and
rubber the Victory Speed Limit of 35 miles per hour on the highway
was established; in town the speed was lower.

» Automebile with “A” Sticker: An “A” sticker indicated a
car was allowed three gallons a week. Other stickers indicated
different amounts that a person might be authorized because of
special circurnstances. Ride sharing (car pooling) became common!

6. Posters: Posters encouraged Americans to be good
citizens in a myriad of ways. They were urged to join the service, buy
war bonds, collect scrap, join the work force {(women, especially),
and be security conscious by being careful of what they said so as not
to benefit the enemy.

7. Movie Billboard: Hollywood supported the war effort
and boosted morale by producing many motion pictures which
portrayed victory over totalitarianism. Movies such as “Casablanca”
illustrated enduring personal sacrifice for the good of the war effort.
Many maotion picture stars left Hollywood to join the armed forces
while others sold war bonds and entertained the troops. Former
President Ronald Reagan, then an actor who joined the Army Air
Force, narrated films for the military.

8. Recruiting Station: (Volunteers and the draff) The
armed forces in World War II consisted of the Army, Navy, Marine
Corps and the Coast Guard, The United States instituted its first
peacetime draft for the armed forces in 1940, Today, young men still
register for the draft when they reach their 18th birthday. In World
War I, 38.8 percent (6,332,000) of servicemen and women were
volunteers; 61.2 per cent (11,535,000} were drafted.

9. Military Members - In 1939, U.S. active military
personnel only numbered 334,473; however, by 1945, that number
ballooned to more than 12 million, of which 6,332,000 were volunteers.
The average monthly military pay was $71.33 for enlisted and
$203.50 for officers.

« Army: The largest military service was the Army. By
the end of World War I there were 8,267,958 soldiers of which more
than 234,800 had been killed and 565,861 wounded. These numbers
also include members of the Army Air Force.

» Army Air Force - The Army Air Force, formerly the
Army Air Corps, was created in 1941, It remained a part of the Army
until 1947 when President Truman created the Department of Defense
with the three departments of Army, Navy and Air Force. By the end
of the war the Army Air Force had 2.4 miilion members.





* Navy - There were 3,380,817 people in the Navy in 1945,
of which more than 74,000 were killed or wounded. During the
course of the war, 157 ships were lost in batile.

* Marines - The Marine Corps, a part of the Navy, was a
specialized combat service. By 1945 there were 474,680 Marines. By
war's end, nearly 87,000 had been killed or wounded.

» Coast Guard - The Coast Guard was transferred from the
Treasury Department to the U.S. Navy, Nov. 1, 1941, The Coast
Guard's role in World War 1T was as diverse as the service itself,
ranging from patrolling Greenland to manning Navy transports,
conducting amphibious landings and rescues. At the height of the
war, 425 Coast Guard cutters were in operation along with more than
4,000 small craft. In 1945 more than 106,000 people were serving in
the Coast Guard.

* Merchant Marines - The Merchant Marines consisted of
civilians who assisted the Navy in transporting troops and cargo to
Europe. Atits peak strength during World War IT more than 250,000
people served in the Merchant Marines. More than 11,000 Merchant
Mariners were lost during World War If, 37 died as prisoners of war,

10. Women in the Military: All the armed forces formed
women’s organizations in 1942 to allow women to serve in support
roles such as typists, drivers, photographers and mechanics, to free
men for combat. Women did not bear arms.

. * WAAC - The Army established the Women’s Army
Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) in 1942; the word “auxiliary” was dropped
in 1943 and the women became known as WACs. At its peak in April
1945, the WACs had 99,000 women in uniformn.

* WAVES . Women who joined the Navy were referred to
as WAVES (Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service)
until 1945 The WAVES achieved peak strength in July 1945, with
about 90,000 members,

* Women Marines-Formed in 1943, Women in the Marine
Corps have always been referred to as Women Marines. During
World War IT approximately 19,000 women served in the Marines.

*SPARS - Coast Guard women were referred to as SPARS
from the Coast Guard motio “Semper Paratus--Always Ready."
More than 10,000 women were inducted into the Coast Guard.

* WASPS - Although there were widespread reservations to
the idea of women pilots, in 1942 the shortage of manpower led to the
tecruitment of women to fly transport (cargo) aircraft, Two
organizations were formed in 1942: the Women’s Auxiliary Ferry
Squadron {WAFS) and the Women’s Flying Training Detachment
(WFTD). The first recruited already licensed pilots, and the second
trained new pilots. In 1943 the two groups merged to form the
‘Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASPs). Between 1942 and 1944,
1,00/74 WASPs flew more than 60 million miles in virtually every
aircraft type in use. Although 38 lost their lives, they did not fly inwar
zones. Those may be WASPS flying the aircraf in the poster.

11. African-American Service Members: Although
segregated and restricted in job assignments until 1948, African-
American men and women served in all services except the Marine
Corps which did not admit black women. Many Black Americans in
combat and service support units served with distinction during
World War II. Seaman 2nd Class “Dorie” Miller received the Navy

Cross and became the first black hero when he downed six Japanese
aircraft with a machine gun during the battle of Pearl Harbor.

12.Blué and Gold Star Flags (house window and apartment
windows): During World War II, families who had members serving
in the military put a red and white flag in their windows. The flag had
one blue star for each family member in the service. Sadly, the flag
was sometimes changed to gold if the member was lost in the war.

13. Victory Garden: People in cities and towns all across
America turned their yards and vacant lots into “Victory Gardens™ to
supplement the vegetables they could get in the grocery. In 1943
these gardens provided more than a third of all the vegetables grown
in the country. Farmers dedicated “an acre for a soldier” and denated
the profits from the sale of crops to canteens for servicemen,

14, Postman with V-Mail: V-Mail was a means of
correspondence designed to save space by photographing and reducing
letters. Since shipping large volumes of regular mail to servicemen
overseas was very bulky, a system was devised whereby letters were
written on special forms, then photographed. At their destination the
letters were printed in a reduced form. Of course photos and other
objects could not be included in letters. Censors also reviewed the
mail for classified or militarily sensitive information which was.
deleted. In addition to V-Mail, the letter “V” appeared in many
references and stood for "victory."

15. Women and Minorities in Industry: Large labor
shortages were due to millions of men entering the service and the
rapid and massive expansion of our production base. For the first time
many women worked outside the home. The government passed a
law preventing discrimination towards minorities in plants under
defense contracts. Women and minorities found job opportunities
that had previously been closed to them and filled the void by going
to work in defense industries and other jobs. They found themselves
working in non-traditional jobs--in tank factories, the aircraftindustry
and in shipyards, Minorities also migrated in large numbers to the
north and the coastal areas where factorics produced vast amounts of
war materiel (equipment and supplies). "Rosie the Riveter" was a
symbol of the women who worked in defense factories. Because of
safety concerns
and the scarcity
of silk or nylon
stockings
women began
wearing slacks.
Jobs formerly
closed to
married
women, such as
teaching, were
1 also now open
to them,
Unfortunately,
as servicemen
returned home,
the policy of
"last hired, first

fired" meant
that many
women and

minorities lost
P their jobs.

This is just one of many posters which encouraged
women to join the work force. (National Archives}
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elated Activities =———e

Suitable activities for a week-long study for the whole class:

Reading: Read Journey Home by Yushiko Uchida. Divide the
book by giving different chapters to small groups and have students
give presentations on their chapters. Encourage students to read for
homework as much of the book as possible.

Writing: Do an oral interview with a family member or friend that
remembers the war years. Find out if he or she served in the armed
forces. If acivilian, what things were most memorable for them. As
the week progresses and the students learn more about the era, they
can add to their list of questions. If you have students whose families
are from another country, have them do an interview and share with
the class what they found out about their family’s experience. How
it was similar or different from the situation in the United States?

Language Arts: Read poetry or prose from the World War Il era.
(See bibliography.)

Math: Have students create their own math problems by comparing
travelling times between locations using the Victory Speed Limit of
35 mph and today’s 55 mph.

Music: Review music of the 1940s. Sing or play some songs and
listen to music that was popular during the war years. Discuss why
music like "America the Beautiful" and "Victory at Sea" were
popular, :

Health/Science: Invite a Red Cross volunteer to give your class
a basic first aid or cardio-pulmonary resuscitation class. Start your
own Victory Gardens, planting seeds in the class room. Share the
produce later when it is ready.

Careers: Invite a local recruiter from one or more of the services
to talk to your class about the types of work done by service men and
women today. The military was a leader in equal rights for women
and minorities. Ask, "What are the issues today?"

Political Awareness: Doarecycling drive and use the money the
class earns fo buy a tree to plant at the school or in the community.
Collect clothing for children in needy countries and arrange to have
it sent through a local charity.
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Guns and tanks are 50%
scrap metal

Subs and ships are 50% e
scrap metal

Scrap rubber makes gas ,;':’“'
masks and balloons /

1 old tire makes 8 gas masks 3

1 old radiator makes an - #-
! 3 -
acrial bomb :

£\ 1 iron makes 2 helmets )
TAKE ALL SCRAP TO YOUR LOCAL JU

WHAT "SCRAP" MEANS TO THE ARMY AND NAVY

NK DEALER OR SALVAGE COMMITTEE
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7700 aluminum pans make a
pursuit plane

1 refrigerator makes 3
machine guns ‘

100 Ibs, of paper makes a carton
for 35 shells

32 toothpaste tubes supply S
the tin for 1 plane N

RUBBER BOOTS, SHOES, HOT WATER BOTTLES...
everything made of rubber is priceless for Army and Navy use.
Make a special effort to get all the scrap rubber you can

1. Wiite a newspaper article about the Japanese bombing of
Peart Harbor. Find a book in the library for the information that you
need.

2. Pretend you have a family member stationed abroad. Write
a letter telling what is going on at home. Reduce the Ietter on a copier
to simulate V-Mail. '

3. Design a recruiting poster for men or women.

4. Do a skit with two or three students about someone joining
the service during WW 11, leaving, then returning home.

means.

6. Write or give an oral report on the role of women or

minorities on the home front.

7. Write or give an oral report on why rationing was necessary/ .

unnecessary.

9. Design a poster encouraging recycling or some other type of
conservation similar to the scrap drive posters of the 1940s.

10. Plan a healthy menu for one day that does not use rationed
foods. :

Additional Student Activities

5. Make a flag with a blue or gold star. Explain what the star

*Reproduction of a newspaper advertisment,

11, While outside at recess see how many different kinds of
airplanes you can detect. .

12. Write or give an oral report on war {savings) bonds and how
they helped the war effort.

13. Find out how to buy a savings bond; share the information
with your class,

14. Write or give a report comparing women’s roles today and
before the war. Explain how WW Il helped bring about changes.

15. Write or give a report about how WW 1I opened up
opportunities for minorities and paved the way for the civil rights
movement,

16. Find out what industries in your area are there because of
the WW 11 wartime industrial mobilization.
17. Write a poem or limerick about some aspect of the home
front. '

18. Do a report on how World War II affected today's
technology.

19. Write a report on how scrap was reused for the war effort.

20. Make a poster/display of rationed itemns.





1. What was a popular way for children and adults to save money that was used for the war effort in
WWII?

2. Name at least two projects that young people did to help support the war eifort:
1.

2.

3. Give two reasons why many items had to be rationed during the war.
1.

2.

4, Name five things that were rationed:
1.

2.
3.
4
5

5. Name three items that were collected in scrap drives.
1. '
2.
3.

6. What did the V stand for?

7. Name one way volunteers helped with civil defense:

8. Women went to work in factories because:

9, True or False: African-American and minorities moved to the south to work in defense plants and
factories. '

10. Why did people grow "Victory Gardens?"

11. Name two items that were not produced during WW II due to necessity:
1.
2.

12. True or false: Women joined the military in large numbers for the first time during World War IL

13. Name the four women’s organizations that were formed during WW IL
1. 2.
3. : 4,

14. Which women’s group flew aircraft?
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Weebly Cheat Sheet

Weebly.com is a very straightforward website builder. It uses the drag and drop method that you would use on your own computer moving files from one place to another. As with most technology, the best way to become proficient is to simply play around with it. Below are just a few tips to get you started.


· You will need to create a free Weebly account. Users are allowed 2 free sites only, so the best thing might be to create a WW2 Home Front page for the teacher and simply create different pages for the different areas where sacrifices were made. For example, and this will be explored more in later instructions, create a tab for Supplies, which would then include: Production of Aircraft/Tanks/Ships, Collecting Scrap, Rationing, and Victory Gardens. Then all of the presentations related to these topics would go here.


The other option is to have the webmasters in each class keep a “class” account, thus having 6 different pages, depending on how many classes you have. This requires more work on the part of the teacher when it comes to grading, but could mean better organization of the presentations.


· Once the page has been created you’ll be shown your URL. Notice that your URL is XXXXX.weebly.com. Your URL is actually a sub-domain of Weebly (make sure you write this down exactly so you can get back to it). You will be given numerous opportunities to purchase your URL with just a .com at the end, but you must pay for these, which is unnecessary for the purpose of this project. 

· The first step is to decide on a theme; there are many to choose from so maybe have the webmasters pick 3-5 and then the class can vote on their favorite so that everyone has input on the site. Next, decided how many pages you need. To add pages to the site, click the Pages tab. Click Add Page for each new page needed, and give each a title. To add a subpage, click Add Page and then drag it underneath the original page. To use the example above, I would create a page title Supplies, then create another called Aircraft/Tanks/Ships, and then drag it underneath the Supplies page. To make it a subpage, shift it slightly to the right.

· Now that you’ve created all of the necessary pages, from this point on, it is about adding different elements, to the pages. Click the Elements tab at the top of the page, you should then see Basic, Multimedia, Revenue and More near the top left of the page. To get started, most of what you’ll need will be found in the Basic section. To add an element, simply click the desired element and drag it to where you would like to place it. To start adding the PDF PowerPoints, you’ll need to click the Multimedia section and drag/drop File. Once that is done, click the File icon on the page and locate the desired PDF file. 

· Once changes are finished for the day, you will need to click the Publish button at the top right of the page. This should be done every time, just to ensure things are saved correctly. Once the Publish button is clicked, it will show your URL again and say that your URL.com is available. Ignore the message and simply click the blue X in the top right of the dialogue box.


