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Model Lesson Plan

Jeff McConnell

Ridge Point High School

	Course:

U.S. History
	Title of Unit:

Causes and Effects of World War II
	Title of Lesson:

On the Home Front



	Grade Level:

11
	
	Time Frame:

One 45 minutes class period 
+outside time to make websites

	Description:  After learning about the various aspects of the Home Front, students will build a website to showcase these aspects and give more detail.


	TEKS Objectives 

(7) History. The student understands the domestic and international impact of U.S. participation in World War II. The student is expected to:
 (G) explain the home front and how American patriotism inspired exceptional actions by citizens and military
       personnel, including high levels of military enlistment; volunteerism; the purchase of war bonds; Victory 
      Gardens; the bravery and contributions of the Tuskegee Airmen, the Flying Tigers, and the Navajo Code 
      Talkers; and opportunities and obstacles for women and ethnic minorities.

(17) Economics. The student understands the economic effects of World War II and the Cold War. The 

student is expected to:
(A) describe the economic effects of World War II on the home front such as the end of the Great Depression,  

      rationing, and increased opportunity for women and minority employment;

(29)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired through established research methodologies from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to:

(A)  differentiate between, locate, and use valid primary and secondary sources such as computer software, 
                    databases, media and news services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire information about the
                    United States;

(30) Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is 

expected to:
(A) create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies information;

(B) use correct social studies terminology to explain historical concepts; and

(C) use different forms of media to convey information, including written to visual and statistical to written or 
      visual, using available computer software as appropriate.


	Teacher to Teacher Notes
- You need to familiarize yourself with Weebly.com. It is a very straightforward website builder, using the “drag and drop” method.   When you create the account there is a tutorial for the students.
- Two students will also be in charge of building a class page, so they’ll need to be familiar as well.  



	Materials needed:

- Computers with Internet capability  
   
[image: image1.emf]Weebly Cheat Sheet

         
[image: image2.emf]WW2 Home Front  booklet

 
[image: image3.emf]WW2 Home Front  website rubric


	Websites used:
1  www.weebly.com
(Free online web page maker)
2  www.voki.com
(Free online avatar maker)
3 www.first5presidents.weebly.com
(My First 5 Presidents sample, with Vokis for Washington and Adams.)



	Procedures/Activities
Engage: While the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan have been going on, how has our everyday life changed? For most students, their lives have changed very little, if at all. Explain to the students that even though WW2 was being fought on the other side of the world, the effects were still felt here.
Explain: Using a class set, and having them work in pairs, give students a copy of the Home Front illustration with the numbers on it. Have them figure out what “sticks out” from the illustration where each number is. (It may be necessary to trace over the numbers with a red pen so that the numbers are more visible.) After about 5 minutes or so, begin going over the various details of the map using the key in the packet.
Explore:  Now the class will build a Home Front site. Students should work with one other person to create a PowerPoint over a specific aspect of the Home Front. Their PowerPoint should in include: 1) a detailed description (the descriptions from the booklet could be a jumping off point), 2) at least 1 visual, 3) a “diary entry” from someone involved in that aspect of the Home Front describing how their life has been impacted by the war. Once students have finished their presentation, they need to save it as a PDF file and get it to the web masters. The web masters will load each of the presentations on to the class page.


	Assessment(s)
Evaluate: Students will send the webmasters their PDF presentations, which will then be added to the site. Teacher will then go through the class site and grade the various presentations, using the website rubric in “Materials Needed” section.


	Instructional Alternatives
 For an extra bit of fun, the students could be required to have 1 of their “diary” entries be a Voki. This is another free online application that students like to play with. It allows them to make an online avatar that will speak whatever is typed. These avatars can be embedded into the World War II website by copying Embed Code that is given from the Voki site into a text portion of your Weebly site. As with any technology, it is necessary to become familiar with the technology to get better at it, but the kids seem to like the Vokis. My students used it for their Andrew Jackson websites and loved it.



	Interdisciplinary Connections

Fundamentals of Computer Science TEKS
(2) Communication and collaboration. The student communicates and collaborates with peers to 

      contribute to his or her own learning and the learning of others. The student is expected to:
(C) publish information in a variety of ways such as print, monitor display, web pages, and 

      video.
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Weebly Cheat Sheet

Weebly.com is a very straightforward website builder. It uses the drag and drop method that you would use on your own computer moving files from one place to another. As with most technology, the best way to become proficient is to simply play around with it. Below are just a few tips to get you started.


· You will need to create a free Weebly account. Users are allowed 2 free sites only, so the best thing might be to create a WW2 Home Front page for the teacher and simply create different pages for the different areas where sacrifices were made. For example, and this will be explored more in later instructions, create a tab for Supplies, which would then include: Production of Aircraft/Tanks/Ships, Collecting Scrap, Rationing, and Victory Gardens. Then all of the presentations related to these topics would go here.


The other option is to have the webmasters in each class keep a “class” account, thus having 6 different pages, depending on how many classes you have. This requires more work on the part of the teacher when it comes to grading, but could mean better organization of the presentations.


· Once the page has been created you’ll be shown your URL. Notice that your URL is XXXXX.weebly.com. Your URL is actually a sub-domain of Weebly (make sure you write this down exactly so you can get back to it). You will be given numerous opportunities to purchase your URL with just a .com at the end, but you must pay for these, which is unnecessary for the purpose of this project. 

· The first step is to decide on a theme; there are many to choose from so maybe have the webmasters pick 3-5 and then the class can vote on their favorite so that everyone has input on the site. Next, decided how many pages you need. To add pages to the site, click the Pages tab. Click Add Page for each new page needed, and give each a title. To add a subpage, click Add Page and then drag it underneath the original page. To use the example above, I would create a page title Supplies, then create another called Aircraft/Tanks/Ships, and then drag it underneath the Supplies page. To make it a subpage, shift it slightly to the right.

· Now that you’ve created all of the necessary pages, from this point on, it is about adding different elements, to the pages. Click the Elements tab at the top of the page, you should then see Basic, Multimedia, Revenue and More near the top left of the page. To get started, most of what you’ll need will be found in the Basic section. To add an element, simply click the desired element and drag it to where you would like to place it. To start adding the PDF PowerPoints, you’ll need to click the Multimedia section and drag/drop File. Once that is done, click the File icon on the page and locate the desired PDF file. 

· Once changes are finished for the day, you will need to click the Publish button at the top right of the page. This should be done every time, just to ensure things are saved correctly. Once the Publish button is clicked, it will show your URL again and say that your URL.com is available. Ignore the message and simply click the blue X in the top right of the dialogue box.


