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Model Lesson Plan

Jan Robertson
George Bush High School

	Course:

U.S. History or AP U.S. History
	Title of Unit:

The Western Frontier
	Title of Lesson:
Cultures Collide

	Grade Level:

11th Grade
	
	Time Frame:

2 days 


	Description
Students will use primary source documents to identify cultural injustices on the Western Frontier.


	TEKS Objectives 
US 3A – Analyze political issues such as Indian policies; 

US 12A – Analyze the impact of physical and human geographic factors on the settlement of the Great Plains;
US 26B – Discuss the Americanization movement to assimilate . . . American Indians into American culture;

US 29A – Use a variety of both primary and secondary valid sources to acquire information and to analyze and answer historical questions;

US 29G – Identify and support with historical evidence a point of view on a social studies issue or event;


	Teacher to Teacher Notes-
This lesson can be adapted for Regular or AP classes.
PowerPoint may used at the beginning or end of the lesson upon teacher discretion

Lesson draws heavily from: 
*Ravitch, Diane (ed). The American Reader  

Helen Hunt Jackson, “A Century of Dishonor” 




	Materials needed:

[image: image1.emf]Powerpoint Closing  The Western Frontier by Susan Pojer) used with permission


[image: image2.emf]Events in Native  American History


[image: image3.emf]Quotations in Native  American History


[image: image4.emf]Helen Hunt Jackson  Century of Dishonor



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image5.emf]Questions/Answers  Century of Dishonor


[image: image6.emf]Letters and Notes on  Native Americans

 
[image: image7.emf]Questions for Letters  and Notes . . .


[image: image8.emf]Answers for George  Catlin questions and vocabulary.doc


[image: image9.emf]Questions for the  West


[image: image10.emf]Questions for the  West-Answers


	Websites used:
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/fed-indian-policy/
(Teaching with Documents Lesson Plan: Maps of Indian Territory, the Dawes Act, and Will Rogers' Enrollment Case File. National Archives. Digital Classroom)

http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/lesson_plans/lesson03.htm
(PBS. The West. The Nez Perce and the Dawes Act.)

http://www.archives.gov



	Procedures/Activities
Engage - Ask students: What are your images of Indians? How have you seen Indians portrayed in literature or movies?
                Do you think Indians have made a significant contribution to the establishment of the United States? Why or 
                why not?
Explain-

1. Introduction:  This lesson will explore the most extensive movement of population in our history.  This movement created a catalyst that led to a collision of cultures among primarily whites and Native Americans. The history of Native Americans and their relationship with the federal government is a very complex subject. It has been dictated largely by the growing desire of the United States government for land. As settlers began to push west in the 1800's they faced confrontation with established Native American cultures. At the time of Columbus's first voyage it has been estimated that there were between one and three million natives in North America. By 1800 the native population was outnumbered by at least four to one. By 1850, most Indian nations had been exterminated or defeated and given the land that nobody else wanted The last holdouts were the nomadic tribes of the Great Plains- the Pawnees, the Cheyenne’s, the Sioux, the Kiowa’s, and the Comanche’s. The land they called their own was the last frontier.
2. Using PowerPoint, review with students past cultural exchanges with Indians in American history. Discuss settlers’ movement westward. 

3. Examine “Outstanding Dates and Events in Native American History” handout.
Explore-
1.    Distribute Native American quotations. Follow directions on lesson.

2.    Have students read “A Century of Dishonor” segment. 
3.    Discuss in groups what they have read.  Then share with the whole class.
4. Have students read “Letters and Notes on North American Indians” by George Catlin.
5. Consider using questions related to Catlin article or comparing the two articles using a VENN diagram.


	Assessment(s)
Evaluate-
1. Have students respond to questions in Quotations in Native American History

2. See “Century of Dishonor” questions and answers.

3. See questions and answers related to the Catlin reading, “Letters and Notes on North American Indians.”
4. Create VENN diagram comparing Jackson and Catlin readings.
5. Consider “Questions for the West” assessment options.


	Instructional Alternatives

Extend- This examination of bias and discrimination can lead to discussions on the treatment of immigrants (i.e. Irish, Mexican, Chinese, and Japanese) during Westward Expansion. 

	Interdisciplinary Connections- 
English III Literature- The writings of Bret Harte, Mark Twain, and others


_1396179057.doc
"Outstanding Dates and Events as they relate to Native American History"


Objective: Students will examine and understand the significance of the key events and outstanding dates as they relate to the history of Native Americans. Procedure: Before class begins the teacher should write each of the events listed below on a separate large index card. The events are listed in chronological order. Begin the activity by explaining to students that their assignment is in two parts; first, they are about to create a human time line on the events listed below. Randomly distribute the cards. Direct students to read the information on their card. They are responsible for placing themselves in line in correct chronological order. Second, they must place the event in historical context. Students will have to do some research from their textbook The Americans in order to write a description of each event. Teachers should designate the starting and ending points for the human time line, Direct the rest of the class to decide among themselves where along the line they should stand to create an accurate chronology. 


Materials Used: large index cards, textbook The Americans 


The following time line presents a brief glimpse into the key events and dates and the history of Native Americans between 1851-1934 


1851 The Fort Laramie Treaty is signed 


1858 Gold and silver is discovered in Colorado 


1862 The Homestead Act is passed 


1862 Congress passes the Pacific Railroad Act 


1863 Chief Red Clouds War begins 


1868 Sioux are guaranteed the Black Hills of South Dakota as a permanent reservation 


1870 Plains and mountain Indians are forced to accept reservations; buffalo skins are sought by eastern businesses 


1874 Buffalo herds are all but wiped out 


1876 Battle of Little Bighorn, Sitting Bull flees to Canada 


1877 Nez Pierces attack mining settlements; Chief Joseph and his tribe flee to Canada 


1881 A Century of Dishonor is published 


1887 The Dawes Act is passed 


1889 The Oklahoma land rush 


1890 The Battle of Wounded Knee 


1924 American Indians are granted full citizenship and voting rights by Congress 


1934 Congress restores tribal organization and local control of reservations to the American Indian 
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LETTERS AND NOTES ON THE 
MANNERS, CUSTOMS, AND CONDITIONS OF 
NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS


by George Catlin


(First published in London in 1844)





LETTER -- No. 1 


As the following pages have been hastily compiled, at the urgent request of a number of my friends, from a series of Letters and notes written by myself during several years' residence and travel amongst a number of the wildest and most remote tribes of the North American Indians, I have thought it best to make this page the beginning of my book; dispensing with preface, and even with dedication, other than that which I hereby make of it, with all my heart, to those who will take the pains to read it. 


If it be necessary to render any apology for beginning thus unceremoniously my readers will understand that I, had no space in these, my first volumes, to throw away; nor much time at my disposal, which I could, in justice, use for introducing myself and my works to the world. 


Having commenced thus abruptly then, I will venture to take upon myself the sin of calling this one of the series of Letters of which I have spoken; although I am writing it several years later, and placing it at the beg-inning of my book; by which means I will be enabled briefly to introduce myself to my readers (who, as yet, know little or nothing of me), and also the subjects of the following epistles, with such explanations of the customs described in them, as will serve for a key or glossary to the same, and prepare the reader's mind for the information they contain. 


Amidst the multiplicity of books which are, in this enlightened age, flooding the world, I feel it my duty, as early as possible, to beg pardon for making a book at all; and in the next (if my readers should become so much interested in my narrations, as to censure me for the brevity of the work) to take some considerable credit for not having trespassed too long upon their time and patience. 


Leaving my readers, therefore, to fine! out what is in the book, without promising them anything, I proceed to say -- of myself, that I was born in Wyoming, in North America, some thirty or forty years since, of parents who entered that beautiful and famed valley soon offer the close of the revolutionary war, and the disastrous event of the "Indian massacre." 


The early part of my life was whiled away, apparently, somewhat in vain, with books reluctantly held in one hand, and a rifle or fishing-pole firmly and affectionately grasped in the other. 


At the urgent request of my father, who was a practicing lawyer, I was prevailed upon to abandon these favorite themes, and also my occasional dablings with the brush, which had secured already a corner in my affections; and I commenced reading the law for a profession, under the direction of Reeve and Gould, of Connecticut. I attended the lectures or these learned judges for two years -- was admitted to the bar -- and practiced the law, as a sort of Nimrodical lawyer, in my native land, for the term of two or three years; when I very deliberately sold my law library and all (save my ride and fishing-tackle), and converting their proceeds into brushes and paint pots; I commenced the art of painting in Philadelphia, without teacher or adviser. 


I there closely applied my hand to the labors of the art for several years; during which time my mind was continually reaching for some branch or enterprise of the art, on which to devote a whole life-time of enthusiasm; when a delegation of some ten or fifteen noble and dignified-looking Indians, from the wilds of the "Far West," suddenly arrived in the city, arrayed and equipped in all their classic beauty, -- with shield and helmet, -- with tunic and manteau, tinted and tasselled off, exactly for the painter's palette! 


In silent and stoic dignity, these lords of the forest strutted about the city for a few days, wrapped in their pictured robes, with their brews plumed with quills of the war-eagle, attracting the gaze and admiration of all who beheld them. After this, they took their leave for Washington City, and I was left to reflect and regret, which I did long and deeply, until I came to the following deductions and conclusions. 


Black and blue cloth and civilization are destined, not only to veil, but to obliterate the grace and beauty of Nature. Man, in the simplicity and loftiness of his nature, unrestrained and unfettered by the disguises of art, Is surely the most beautiful model for the painter, -- and the country from which he hails is unquestionably the best study or school of the arts in the world: such I am sure, From the models I have seen, is the wilderness of North America. And the history and customs of such a people, preserved by pictorial illustrations, are themes worthy the life-time of one man, and nothing short of the loss of my life, shall prevent me from visiting their country, and of becoming their historian. 


There was something inexpressibly delightful in the above resolve, which was to bring me amidst such living models for my brush; and at the same time, to place in my hands again, for my living and protection, the objects of my heart above-named; which had long been laid by to rust and decay in the city, without the remotest prospect of again contributing to my amusement. 


I had fully resolved -- I opened my views to my friends and relations, but got not one advocate or abettor. I tried fairly and faithfully, but it was in vain to reason with those whose anxieties were ready to fabricate every difficulty and danger that could be imagined, without being able to understand or appreciate the extent or importance of my designs, and I broke from them all, -- from my wife and my aged parents, -- myself my only adviser and protector. 


With these views firmly fixed--armed, equipped, and supplied, I started out in the year 1832, and penetrated the vast and pathless wilds which are familiarly denominated the great "Far West" of the North American Continent, with a light heart, inspired with an enthusiastic hope and reliance that I could meet and overcome all the hazards and privations of a life devoted to the production of a literal and graphic delineation of the living manners, customs, and character of an interesting race of people, who are rapidly passing away from the face of the earth--lending a hand to a dying nation, who have no historians or biographers of their own to portray with fidelity their native looks and history; thus snatching from a hasty oblivion what could be saved for the benefit of posterity, and perpetuating it, as a fair and just monument, to the memory of a truly lofty and noble race. 


I have spent about eight years already in the pursuit above-named, having been for the most of that time immersed in the Indian country, mingling with red men, and identifying myself with them as much as possible, in their games and amusements; in order the better to familiarize myself with their superstitions and mysteries, which are the keys to Indian life and character. 


It was during the several years of my life just mentioned, and whilst I was in familiar participation with them in their sports and amusements, that I penned the following series of epistles; describing only such glowing or curious scenes and events as passed under my immediate observation; leaving their early history, and many of their traditions, language, &c. for a subsequent and much more elaborate work, for which I have procured the materials, and which I may eventually publish. 


I set out on my arduous and perilous undertaking with the determination of reaching, ultimately, every tribe of Indians on the Continent of North America, and of bringing home faithful portraits of their principal personages, both men and women, from each tribe; views of their villages, games, &c. and full notes on their character and history. I designed, also, to procure their costumes, and a complete collection of their manufactures and weapons, and to perpetuate them in a Gallery unique, for the use and instruction of future ages. 


I claim whatever merit there may have been in the originality of such a design, as I was undoubtedly the first artist who ever set out upon such a work, designing to carry his canvass to the Rocky Mountains; and a considerable part of the following Letters were written and published in the New York Papers, as early as the years 1832 and 1833; long before the Tours of Washington Irving, and several others, whose interesting narratives are before the world. 


I have, as yet, by no means visited all the tribes; but I have progressed a very great way with the enterprise, and with far greater and more complete success than I expected. 


I have visited forty-eight different tribes, the greater part of which I found speaking different languages, and containing in all 400,000 souls. I have brought home safe, and in good order, 310 portraits in oil, all painted in their native dress, and in their own wigwams; and also 200 other paintings in oil, containing views of their villages -- their wigwams -- their games -- religious ceremonies -- their dances -- their ball plays -- their buffalo hunting, and other amusements (containing in all, over 3000 full-length figures); and the landscapes of the country they live in, as well as a very extensive and curious collection of their costumes, and all their other manufactures, from the size of a wigwam down to the size of a quill or a rattle. 


A considerable part of the above-named paintings, and Indian manufactures, will be found amongst the very numerous illustrations in the following pages; having been, in every instance, faithfully copied and reduced by my own hand, for the engraver, from my original paintings; and the reader of this book who will take the pains to step in to "CATLIN'S NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN GALLERY", Will find nearly every scene and custom which is described in this work, as well as many others, carefully and correctly delineated, and displayed upon the walls, and every weapon (and every "Sachem'' and every "Sagamore" who has wielded them) according to the tenor of the tales herein recited. 


So much of myself and of my works, which is all that I wish to say at present. 


Of the Indians, I have much more to say, and to the following delineations of them, and their character and customs, I shall make no further apology for requesting the attention of my readers. 


The Indians (as I shall call them), the savages or red men of the forests and prairies of North America, are at this time a subject of great interest and some importance to the civilized world; rendered more particularly so in this age, from their relative position to, and their rapid declension from, the civilized nations of the earth. A numerous nation of human beings, whose origin is beyond the reach of humin investigation -- whose early history is lost -- whose term of national existence is nearly expired-three-fourths of. whose country has fallen into the possession of civilized man within the short space of 250 years -- twelve millions of whose bodies have fattened the soil in the mean time; who have fallen victims to whiskey, the small-pox and the bayonet; leaving at this time but a meager proportion to live a shore time longer, in the certain apprehension of soon sharing a similar fate. 


The writer who would undertake to embody the whole history of such a people, with all their misfortunes and calamities, must needs have much more space than I have allotted to this epitome; and he must needs begin also (as I am doing) with those who are living, or he would be very apt to dwell upon the preamble of his work, until the present living remnants of the race should have passed away; and their existence and customs, like those of ages gone bye, become subjects of doubt and incredulity to the world for whom his book was preparing. Such an historian also, to do them justice, must needs correct many theories and opinions which have, either ignorantly or maliciously, gone forth to the world in indelible characters; and gather and arrange a vast deal which has been but imperfectly recorded, or placed to the credit of a people who have not had the means of recording it themselves; but have entrusted it, from necessity, to the honesty and punctuality of their enemies. 


In such an history should be embodied, also, a correct account of their treatment, and the causes which have led to their rapid destruction; and a plain and systematical prophecy as to the time and manner of their final extinction, based upon the causes and the ratio of their former and present declension. 


So Herculean a task may fall to my lot at a future period, or it may not: but I send forth these volumes at this time, fresh and full of their living deeds and customs, as a familiar and unstudied introduction (at least) to them and their native character; which I confidently hope will repay the readers who read for information and historical facts, as well as those who read but for amusement. 


The world know generally, that the Indians of North America are copper coloured; that their eyes and their hair are black, &c.; that they are mostly uncivilized, and consequently un-Christianized; that they are nevertheless human beings, with features, thoughts, reason, and sympathies like our own; but few yet know how they live, how they dress, how they worship, what are their actions, their customs: their religion, their amusements, &c. as they practice them in the uncivilized regions of their uninvited country, which it is the main object of this work, clearly and distinctly to set forth. 


It would be impossible at the same time, in a book of these dimensions, to explain all the manners and customs of these people; but as far as they are narrated, they have been described by my pen, upon the spot, as I have seen them transacted; and if some few of my narrations should seem a little too highly coloured I trust the world will be ready to extend to me that pardon which it is customary to Yield to all artists whose main faults exist in the vividness of their colouring, rather than in the drawing of their pictures; but there is nothing else in them, I think, that I should ask pardon for, even though some of them should stagger credulity, and incur for me the censure of those critics, who sometimes, unthinkingly or unmercifully, sit at home at their desks, enjoying the luxury of wine and a good cigar, over the simple narration of the honest and weather-worn traveler (who shortens his half-starved life in catering for the world), to condemn him and his work to oblivion, and his wife and his little children to poverty and starvation; merely because he describes scenes which they have not beheld, and which, consequently, they are unable to believe. 


The Indians of North America, as I have before said, are copper-coloured, with long black hair, black eyes, tall, straight, and elastic forms -- are less than two millions in number -- were originally the undisputed owners of the soil, and got their title to their lands from the Great Spirit who created them on it, -- were once a happy and flourishing people, enjoying all the comforts and luxuries of life which they knew of, and consequently cared for: -- were sixteen millions in numbers, and sent that number of daily prayers to the Almighty, and thanks for his goodness and protection. Their country was entered by white men, but a few hundred years since; and thirty millions of these are now scuffling for the goods and luxuries of life, over the bones and ashes of twelve millions of red men; six millions of whom have fallen victims to the small-pox, and the remainder to the sword, the bayonet, and whiskey; all of which means of their death and destruction have been introduced and visited upon them by acquisitive white men; and by white men, also, whose forefathers were welcomed and embraced in the land where the poor Indian met and fed them with ears of green corn and with pemican." Of the two millions remaining alive at this time, about 1,400,000, are already the miserable living victims and dupes of white man's cupidity degraded, discouraged and lost in the bewildering maze that is produced by little use of whiskey and its concomitant vices; and the remaining number are yet unroused and unenticed from their wild haunts or their primitive modes, by the dread or love of white man and his allurements. 


It has been with these, mostly, that I have spent my time, and of these, chiefly, and their customs, that the following Letters treat. Their habits !and their's alone) as we can see them transacted, are native, and such as I have wished to fix and preserve for future ages. 


Of the dead, and of those who are dying, of those who have suffered death, and of those who are now trodden and kicked through it, I may speak more fully in some deductions at the close of this book; or at some future time, when I may find more leisure, and may be able to speak of these scenes without giving offence to the world, or to any body in it. 


Such a portrait then as I have set forth in the following pages (taken by myself from the free and vivid realities of life, instead of the vague and uncertain imagery of recollection, or from the haggard deformities and distortions of disease and death), I offer to the world for their amusement, as well as for their information; and I trust they will pardon me, if it should be thought that I have over-estimated the Indian character, or at other times descended too much into the details and minutiae of Indian mysteries and absurdities. 


The reader, then, to understand me rightly, and draw from these Letters the information which they are intended to give, must follow me a vast way from the civilized world; he must needs wend his way from the city of New York, over the Allegheny, and far beyond the mighty Missouri, and even to the base and summit of the Rocky Mountains, some two or three thousand miles from the Atlantic coast. He should forget many theories he has read in the books of Indian barbarities, of wanton butcheries and murders; and divest himself, as far as possible of the deadly prejudices which he has carried from his childhood, against this most unfortunate and most abused part of the race of his fellow man. 


He should consider, that if he has seen the savages of North America without making such a tour, he has fixed his eyes upon and drawn his conclusions (in all probability) only from those who inhabit the Frontier; whose habits have been changed -- whose pride has been cut down -- whose country has been ransacked-whose wives and daughters have been shamefully abused-whose lands have been wrested from them -- whose limbs have become enervated and naked by the excessive use of whiskey -- whose friends and relations have been prematurely thrown into their graves -- whose native pride and dignity have at last given way to the unnatural vices which civilized cupidity has engrafted upon them, to be silently nurtured and magnified by a burning sense of injury and injustice, and ready for that cruel vengeance which often falls from the hand that is palsied by refined abuses, and yet unrestrained by the glorious influences of refined and moral cultivation. That if he has laid up what he considers well-founded knowledge of these people, from books which he has read, and from newspapers only, he should pause at least, and withhold his sentence before he passes it upon the character of a people, who are dying at the hands of their enemies, without the means of recording their own annals -- struggling in their nakedness with their simple weapons, against guns and gunpowder -- against whiskey and steel, and disease, and mailed warriors who are continually trampling them to the earth, and at last exultingly promulgating from the very soil which they have wrested from the poor savage, the history of his cruelties and barbarities, whilst his bones are quietly resting under the very furrows which their ploughs are turning. 


So great and unfortunate are the disparities between savage and civil, in numbers-in weapons and defenses -- in enterprise, in craft, and in education, that the former is almost universally the sufferer either in peace or in war; and not less so after his pipe and his tomahawk have retired to the grave with him, and his character is left to be entered upon the pages of history, and that justice done to his memory which from necessity, he has intrusted to his enemy. 


Amongst the numerous historians, however, of these strange people, they have had some friends who have done them justice; yet as a part of all systems of Justice whenever it is meted to the poor Indian, it comes invariably too late, or is administered at an ineffectual distance; and that too when his enemies are continually about him, and effectually applying the means of his destruction. 


Some writers, I have been grieved to see, have written down the character of the North American Indian, as dark, relentless, cruel and murderous in the last degree; with scarce a quality to stamp their existence of a higher order than that of the brutes: -- whilst others have given them a high rank, as I feel myself authorized to do, as honorable and highly-intellectual beings; and others, both friends and foes to the red men, have spoken of them as an "anomaly in nature"! 


In this place I have no time or inclination to reply to so unaccountable an assertion as this; contenting myself with the belief, that the term would be far more correctly applied to that part of the human family who have strayed farthest from nature, than it could be to those who are simply moving in, and filling the sphere for which they were designed by the Great Spirit who made them, 


From what I have seen of these people I feel authorized to say, that there is nothing very strange or unaccountable in their character; but that it is a simple one, and easy to be learned and understood, if the right means be taken to familiarize ourselves with it. Although it has its dark spots, yet there is much in it to be applauded, and much to recommend it to the admiration of the enlightened world. And I trust that the reader, who looks through these volumes with care, will be disposed to join me in the conclusion that the North American Indian in his native state, is an honest, hospitable, faithful, brave, warlike, cruel, revengeful, relentless, -- yet honorable, contemplative and religious being. 


If such be the case, I am sure there is enough in it to recommend it to the fair perusal of the world, and charity enough ill all civilized countries, in this enlightened are to extend a helping hand to a dying race; provided that prejudice and fear can be removed, which have heretofore constantly held the civilized portions in dread of the savage -- and away from that similar and friendly embrace, in which alone his true native character can be justly appreciated. 


I am fully convinced, from a long familiarity with these people, that the Indian's misfortune has consisted chiefly in our ignorance of their true native character and disposition, which has always held us at a distrustful distance from them; inducing us to look upon them in no other light than that of a hostile foe, and worthy only of that system of continued warfare and abuse that has been for ever waged against them. 


There is no difficulty in approaching the Indian and getting acquainted with him is his wild and unsophisticated state, and finding him an honest and honorable man; with feelings to meet feelings, if the above prejudice and dread can be laid aside, and any one will take the pains, as I have done, to go and see him in the simplicity of his native state, smoking his pipe under his own humble roof, with his wife and children around him, and his faithful dogs and horses hanging about his hospitable tenement. So the world may see him and smoke his friendly pipe, which will be invariably extended to them; and share, with a hearty welcome, the best that his wigwam affords for the appetite, which is always set out to a stranger the next moment after he enters. 


But so the mass of the world, most assuredly, will not see these people; for they are too far off, and approachable to those only whose avarice or cupidity alone lead them to those remote regions, and whose shame prevents them from publishing to the world the virtues which they have thrown down and trampled under foot. 


The very use of the word savage, as it is applied in its general sense, I am inclined to believe is an abuse of the word, and the people to whom it is applied. The weld, in its true definition, means no more than wild, or wild man; and a wild man may have been endowed by His Maker with all the humane and noble traits that inhabit the heart of a tame man. Our Ignorance and dread or fear of these people, therefore, have given a new definition to the adjective; and nearly the whole civilized world apply the word savage, as expressive of the most ferocious, cruel, and murderous character that can be described. 


The grizzly bear is called savage, because he is blood-thirsty, ravenous and cruel; and so is the tiger, and they, like the poor red man, have been feared and dreaded (from the distance at which ignorance and prejudice have kept us from them, or from resented abuses which we have practiced when we have come in close contact with them), until Van Amburgh shewed the world, that even these ferocious and unreasoning animals wanted only the friendship and close embrace of their master, to respect and to love him. 


As evidence of the hospitality of these ignorant and benighted people, and also of their honesty and honor, there will be found recorded many striking instances in the following pages. And also, as an offset to these, many evidences of the dark and cruel, as well as ignorant and disgusting excesses of passions, unrestrained by the salutary influences of laws and Christianity. 


I have roamed about from time to time during seven or eight years, visiting and associating with, some three or four hundred thousand of these People, under an almost infinite variety of circumstances; and from the very many and decided voluntary acts of their hospitality and kindness, I feel bound to pronounce them, by nature, a kind and hospitable people. I have been welcomed generally in their country, and treated to the best that they could give me, without any charges made for my board; they have often escorted me through their enemies' country at some hazard to their own lives, and aided me in passing mountains and rivers with my awkward baggage; and under all of these circumstances of exposure, no Indian ever betrayed me, struck me a blow, or stole from me a shilling's worth of my property that I am aware of. 


This is saying a great deal, (and proving it too, if the reader will believe me) in favour of the virtues of these people; when it is borne in mind, as it should be, that there is no law in their land to punish a man for theft -- that locks and keys are not known in their country -- that the commandments have never been divulged amongst them; nor can any human retribution fail upon the head of a thief, save the disgrace which attaches as a stigma to his character, in the eyes of his people about him. 


And thus in these little communities, strange as it may seem, in the absence of all systems of jurisprudence, I have often beheld peace and happiness, and quiet, reigning supreme, for which even kings and emperors might envy them. I have seen rights and virtue protected, and wrongs redressed; and I have seen conjugal, filial and paternal affection in the simplicity and contentedness of nature. I have unavoidably, formed warm and enduring attachments to some of these men which I do not wish to forget -- who have brought me near to their hearts, and in our final separation have embraced me in their arms, and commended me and my affairs to the keeping of the Great Spirit. 


For the above reasons, the reader will be disposed to forgive me for dwelling so long and so strong on the justness of the claims of these people; and for my occasional expressions of sadness, when my heart bleeds for the fate that awaits the remainder of their unlucky race; which is long to be outlived by the rocks, by the beasts, and even birds and reptiles of the country they live in; -- set upon by their fellow-man, whose cupidity, it is feared, will fix no bounds to the Indian's earthly calamity, short of the grave. 


I cannot help but repeat, before I close this Letter, that the tribes of the red men of North America, as a nation of human beings, are on their wane; that (to use their own very beautiful figure) "they are fast traveling to the shades of their fathers, towards the setting sun"; and that the traveler who would see these people in their native simplicity and beauty, must needs be hastily on his way to the prairies and Rocky Mountains, or he will see them only as they are now sees on the frontiers, as a basket of dead game, -- harassed, chased, bleeding and dead; with their plumage and colours despoiled; to be gazed amongst in vain for some system or moral, or for some scale by which to estimate their true native character, other than that which has too often recorded them but a dark and unintelligible mass of cruelty and barbarity. 


Without further comments I close this Letter, introducing my readers at once to the heart of the Indian country, only asking their forgiveness for having made it so long, and their patience whilst traveling through the following pages (as I journeyed through those remote realms) in search of information and rational amusement; in tracing out the true character of that "strange anomaly" of man in the simple elements of his nature, undissolved or compounded into the mysteries of enlightened and fashionable life. 
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Possible Answers for short answer questions and AP style essay.

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS:


1.  Rocky Mts. Indians, frontier men, explorers


2. The wars during the Antebellum area were for land east of the Mississippi. After theCivil War, the Indians were left alone unless their land became “desireable” by the white men. This meant that gold or silver ere foundon the Indian land.


3. The Native Americans were willing to share their land. The whites were not. The Native Americans at first did not resist much until the whites continually broke their promises. The NativeAmericans then became very aggressive in protecting their families.


4. Railroads, armies, white masses flowing into the West


5. They were overwhlemed and tired of fighting (Chief Joseph)


6. The buffalo were slaughtered for sport and left to rot. The Plains Indians used the whole buffalo. So their life mainstay was gone.


7. They brought the belief that whites were superior (“oradianed by God”) and supposed to expand from the Atlantaic to Pacific (manifest destiny)

8. A Century of Dishonor. She wrote it toshow how badly the Nativve Amerians were treated. It had the effect in the time period like Hariet Beeecher Stowe’s book Uncle Tom’s Cabin had on its timeperiod.


9. The Dawe’s Actt attempted to make Native Americans asimilate into society. The only thing that was not outlawed at the time was the Ghost Dance.


10. The government left Native Americans alone if their land was not desirable, i.e. no gold or silver. If minerals were found on Native American land, then the Native Americans were placed on land that the whites could not even farm. They were told to “become good famers”

AP-Style Essay-Possible Responses by Topic:

*Buffalo

· The buffalo were the staff of life for Native Americans—for food, tools, clothing, etc.

· With the building of the railroad, the massacre of the herds began in deadly earnest.

· Creatures were slain for hides, choice cuts, or even for sheer amusement


· By 1885, only about a thousand buffalo were alive in the West.

*The End of the Trail


· By the 1880s the national conscience began to stir uneasily over the plight of the Indians.

· MA writer Helen Hunt Jackson inspired sympathy for Indians (A Century of Dishonor, Ramona).

· Humanitarians wanted to treat the Indians kindly and persuade them to take up white man’s life.

· Hard-liners insisted on the current policy of forced containment and brutal punishment.

· Neither side showed much respect for the Native American culture (Sun dance, Ghost Dance).

· The movement to reform Indian policy was the Dawes Severalty Act of 1887.

· The act dissolved many tribes as legal entities, wiped out tribal ownership of land and set up individual Indian family heads—full citizenship was granted to all Indians in 1924.

· In the 1890s the government expanded its network of Indian boarding schools and sent “field matrons” to the reservations to teach Native American women sewing and virtues.

· The Dawes Act struck directly at tribal organization; was the cornerstone of Indian policy.

· Under these federal policies, the Indian population started to mount slowly.

*Mining: 


· Conquest of the Indians and coming of the railroad were god-sends for the mining frontier.

· The golden gravel of California continued to yield “pay dirt” and Colorado had its discovery.

· People poured into Nevada in 1859 after Comstock Lode had been uncovered—gold and silver.

· Boomtowns sprouted form the desert sands like magic and disappeared quickly.

· Once the loose surface gold was gobbled up, ore-breaking machinery was imported.

· The operation could be undertaken only by corporations (pooled wealth of stockholders).

· The age of big business came to the mining industry—attracted population and wealth.

· Women and men found opportunity and won a kind of equality on the frontier that earned them the vote in Wyoming, Utah, Colorado, and “Idaho before the beginning of the 20th century.

· The outpouring of silver and gold enabled the Treasury to hold up the credit.

*the Long Drive


· With transcontinental railroads, cattle could not be shipped to stockyards, under “beef barons.”


· Texas cowboys drove herds slowly over the plains until they reached markets (Long Drive).

· Overexpansion and overgrazing turned cowboy into plowboys.

· Breeders learned to fence their ranches, produce fewer animals, and organize.

*The Farmer’s Frontier


· The Homestead Act of 1862 allowed a settler to acquire as much as 160 acres of land by living on it for five years, improving it, and paying a nominal fee of about $30.

· Many more families purchased their land from the railroads, land companies, or states.

· The Homestead Act was quite the hoax—much of the 160 acres was in rain-scarce Great Plains.

· The railways played a major role in developing the agricultural West (marketing of crops).

· Prairies were mostly treeless and the touch sod had been packed in (assumed to be sterile).

· But once the soil was broken up, the earth proved astonishingly fruitful.

· The 100th meridian running through the Dakotas to Texas separated two climatologically regions; a well-watered area to the east and a semiarid area to the west of the line.

· In the wake of droughts, the new technique of “dry farming”too root on the plains.

· The method consisted of frequent shallow cultivation supposedly adapted to the arid West.

· Tough strains of wheat, resistant to cold and drought, were imported from Russia.

· Federally financed irrigation projects caused the Great American Desert to bloom.

*The Fading Frontier


· In 1890, the census announced that a frontier line was no longer discernible in America.

· Jackson Turner’s The Significance of the Frontier in American History was published in1893.

· The government set aside land for national parks: Yellowstone (1872) and Yosemite (1890).

· Americans had been notorious for their mobility; land was often the most profitable crop.

· Much has been said about the frontier as a “safety valve”(possibility of westward expansion).

· Western cities were the real safety valves (found ways to seek their fortunes).

· In the trans-Mississippi West, the Native Americans made their last desperate struggled against colonization and there most Native Americans live today—Pacific to Asia.
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Questions for the West


TAH Model Lesson Plan ─ Cultures Collide


By  Jan Robertson


For U.S. history or AP U.S. history


Short-Answer Questions:

1. What were the boundaries of the "great west?"  Who or what lived there? 


2. How were the Indian Wars following the Civil War different than the wars of the Antebellum era? 


3. Describe the fighting between the Native Americans and the Americans.    


4. What American advantages ultimately led to the defeat of the Indians? 


5. When did Native Americans surrender their land to Americans? Why?


6. Why did westward expansion devastate the Native American society and culture?


7. What cultural attitudes and racial stereotypes did settlers bring with them? How did these assumptions shape the societies they created in the West?


8. What book did Helen Hunt Jackson write?  Why did she write it? What did it discuss? What impact did it have on American society?

9. How did the Dawes Act of 1887 attempt to deal with the "Indian Problem?"  What impact did it have? 


10. Did the U.S. government have a “racist” policy towards the Native Americans? Why or why not?

AP style essay:

The settling of the Trans-Mississippi West had many frontiers, multiple issues to conquer, and a variety stereo-type image-makers with which to deal.  The frontiers were: railroad frontier, the rancher’s frontier, the mining frontier, the logging frontier, the Indian frontier, and the Great Plains “farmer’s” frontier.”   


Choose THREE of these frontiers and write analytically and descriptively about them.  Who were the people that were important in each?  Be sure deal with a variety of issues in each frontier.
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Letters and Notes on the North American Indians


by George Catlin


1. Explain and characterize Catlin’s proclamation.


2. Contrast the condition of Indians today with the condition of those in Catlin’s time. If Catlin were alive


today, how do you think he would feel about what ultimately happened to them?


3. How do you think ordinary American citizens of the mid-19th century felt about Catlin’s


perspective? Why?


4. In your opinion, what can civilized society today learn from the Native American way of life that Catlin


describes? Support your answer.


5. Essay Question


Why do you think that the history of the American Indians’ oppression is often overlooked or “forgotten”?


Letters and Notes on the North American Indians


by George Catlin


You probably already know many of these vocabulary words. This page lets you check your knowledge of several words from the selection and can help you build your vocabulary. Find the best answer for each item. Then circle that answer.


1. To _____ is to correct.


a. debase


b. redefine


c. deconstruct


d. redress


2. Clever but false reasoning is _____.


a. sophistry


b. hospitality


c. chemistry


d. elasticity


3. Which of the following means “answerable”?


a. unrefined


b. amenable


c. infinite


d. deplorable


4. _____ means “fearless.”


a. Analgesic


b. Bedlam


c. Intrepid


d. Paralysis


5. To _____ is to go along with or consent


without protest.


a. acquiesce


b. confine


c. circumvent


d. disassociate
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Quotations Lesson on Native Americans


1. Introduce the lesson by providing students with the Chief Joseph quotation below. 


2. Conduct an oral discussion with students by using the following questions as a guide. 


· Who is Chief Joseph?


· What point is Chief Joseph making about Indian ownership of the land?

· How did the white man's use of land differ from the Indian's use of land? 


· How did the white man's view of land ownership differ from the Indian's view? 


· Do Native Americans own land today? 


· Do you agree with Chief Joseph's view of land ownership? 


		"Do not misunderstand me [and] my affection for the land. I never said the land was mine to do with as I chose. The one who has the right to dispose of it is the one who has created it. I claim a right to live on my land, and accord you the privilege to live on yours. The earth is the mother of all people and all people should have equal rights upon it. 


“You might as well expect the rivers to run backward as that any man who was born a free man should be contented when penned up and denied liberty to go where he pleases..." 


Chief Joseph 





3. Then have the students study the following three quotations related to the Dawes Act. Have students answer through oral discussion or as an individual writing assignment the following: 

· Who are the following people? Alice Fletcher, Charlotte Black Elk, Jane Gay 

· Compare and contrast the views those three people have of the Dawes Act.

· Do you agree with any of their views? Why or why not? 
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"The Indian may now become a free man; free from the thralldom of the tribe; free from the domination of the reservation system; free to enter into the body of our citizens. This bill may therefore be considered as the Magna Carta of the Indians of our country."



Alice Fletcher







"The Dawes Act was a way to break up the whole tribal structure of Native American nations. Instead of saying you are a group of people, all of a sudden you are individual landowners, you are Americans. And so it was designed to break up community, to civilize people, make us farmers, and also break up our tribal structure."



Charlotte Black Elk











"Alice explained... the land allotment... and her wish that the whole people would see the wisdom of the great change... At length one man stood up, a tall, broad-shouldered fellow... He said, 'We do not want our land cut up in little pieces...' A groan of assent ran along the dark line of Sphinxes... 'We must come together and decide whether we will have this law...' She told them that there is nothing for them to decide... The law must be obeyed."



Jane Gay
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		From Helen Hunt Jackson, A Century of Dishonor (New York, 1881)

"There are within the limits of the United States between two hundred and fifty and three hundred thousand Indians, exclusive of those in Alaska. The names of the different tribes and bands, as entered in the statistical table so the Indian Office Reports, number nearly three hundred. One of the most careful estimates which have been made of their numbers and localities gives them as follows:

"In Minnesota and States east of the Mississippi, about 32,500; in Nebraska, Kansas, and the Indian Territory, 70,650; in the Territories of Dakota, Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho, 65,000; in Nevada and the Territories of Colorado, New Mexico, Utah, and Arizona, 84,000; and on the Pacific slope, 48,000."

Of these, 130,000 are self-supporting on their own reservations, "receiving nothing from the Government except interest on their own moneys, or annuities granted them in consideration of the cession of their lands to the United States."

. . . Of the remainder, 84,000 are partially supported by the Government-the interest money due them and their annuities, as provided by treaty, being inadequate to their subsistence on the reservations where they are confined. . . .

There are about 55,000 who never visit an agency, over whom the Government does not pretend to have either control or care. These 55,000 "subsist by hunting, fishing, on roots, nuts, berries, etc.,and by begging and stealing"; and this also seems to dispose of the accusation that the Indian will not "work for a living." There remains a small portion, about 31,000, that are entirely subsisted by the Government.

There is not among these three hundred bands of Indians one which has not suffered cruelly at the hands either of the Government or of white settlers. The poorer, the more insignificant, the more helpless the band, the more certain the cruelty and outrage to which they have been subjected. This is especially true of the bands on the Pacific slope. These Indians found themselves of a sudden surrounded by and caught up in the great influx of gold-seeking settlers, as helpless creatures on a shore are caught up in a tidal wave. There was not time for the Government to make treaties; not even time for communities to make laws. The tale of the wrongs, the oppressions, the murders of the Pacific-slope Indians in the last thirty years would be a volume by itself, and is too monstrous to be believed.

It makes little difference, however, where one opens the record of the history of the Indians; every page and every year has its dark stain. The story of one tribe is the story of all, varied only differences of time and place; but neither time nor place makes any difference in the main facts. Colorado is as greedy and unjust in 1880 as was Georgia in 1830, and Ohio in 1795; and the United States Government breaks promises now as deftly as then, and with an added ingenuity from long practice.

One of its strongest supports in so doing is the wide-spread sentiment among the people of dislike to the Indian, of impatience with his presence as a "barrier to civilization" and distrust of it as a possible danger. The old tales of the frontier life, with its horrors of Indian warfare, have gradually, by two or three generations' telling, produced in the average mind something like an hereditary instinct of questioning and unreasoning aversion which it is almost impossible to dislodge or soften. . . .

President after president has appointed commission after commission to inquire into and report upon Indian affairs, and to make suggestions as to the best methods of managing them. The reports are filled with eloquent statements of wrongs done to the Indians, of perfidies on the part of the Government; they counsel, as earnestly as words can, a trial of the simple and unperplexing expedients of telling truth, keeping promises, making fair bargains, dealing justly in all ways and all things. These reports are bound up with the Government's Annual Reports, and that is the end of them. . . .

The history of the Government connections with the Indians is a shameful record of broken treaties and unfulfilled promises. The history of the border white man's connection with the Indians is a sickening record of murder, outrage, robbery, and wrongs committed by the former, as the rule, and occasional savage outbreaks and unspeakably barbarous deeds of retaliation by the latter, as the exception.

Taught by the Government that they had rights entitled to respect, when those rights have been assailed by the rapacity of the white man, the arm which should have been raised to protect them has ever been ready to sustain the aggressor.

The testimony of some of the highest military officers of the United States is on record to the effect that, in our Indian wars, almost without exception, the first aggressions have been made by the white man. . . . Every crime committed by a white man against an Indian is concealed and palliated. Every offense committed by an Indian against a white man is borne on the wings of the post or the telegraph to the remotest corner of the land, clothed with all the horrors which the reality or imagination can throw around it. Against such influences as these are the people of the United States need to be warned.

To assume that it would be easy, or by any one sudden stroke of legislative policy possible, to undo the mischief and hurt of the long past, set the Indian policy of the country right for the future, and make the Indians at once safe and happy, is the blunder of a hasty and uninformed judgment. The notion which seems to be growing more prevalent, that simply to make all Indians at once citizens of the United States would be a sovereign and instantaneous panacea for all their ills and all the Government's perplexities, is a very inconsiderate one. To administer complete citizenship of a sudden, all round, to all Indians, barbarous and civilized alike, would be as grotesque a blunder as to dose them all round with any one medicine, irrespective of the symptoms and needs of their diseases. It would kill more than it would cure. Nevertheless, it is true, as was well stated by one of the superintendents of Indian Affairs in 1857, that, "so long as they are not citizens of the United States, their rights of property must remain insecure against invasion. The doors of the federal tribunals being barred against them while wards and dependents, they can only partially exercise the rights of free government, or give to those who make, execute, and construe the few laws they are allowed to enact, dignity sufficient to make them respectable. While they continue individually to gather the crumbs that fall from the table of the United States, idleness, improvidence, and indebtedness will be the rule, and industry, thrift, and freedom from debt the exception. The utter absence of individual title to particular lands deprives every one among them of the chief incentive to labor and exertion-the very mainspring on which the prosperity of a people depends."

All judicious plans and measures for their safety and salvation must embody provisions for their becoming citizens as fast as they are fit, and must protect them till then in every right and particular in which our laws protect other "persons" who are not citizens. . . .

However great perplexity and difficulty there may be in the details of any and every plan possible for doing at this late day anything like justice to the Indian, however, hard it may be for good statesmen and good men to agree upon the things that ought to be done, there certainly is, or ought to be, no perplexity whatever, on difficulty whatever, in agreeing upon certain things that ought not to be done, and which must cease to be done before the first steps can be taken toward righting the wrongs, curing the ills, and wiping out the disgrace to us of the present conditions of our Indians.

Cheating, robbing, breaking promises-these three are clearly things which must cease to be done. One more thing, also, and that is the refusal of the protection of the law to the Indian's rights of property, "of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness."

When these four things have ceased to be done, time, statesmanship, philanthropy, and Christianity can slowly and surely do the rest. Till these four things have ceased to be done, statesmanship and philanthropy alike must work in vain, and even Christianity can reap but small harvest."
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		A Century of Dishonor


by Helen Hunt Jackson


Use these Questions to Consider as a way to involve students in the selection and expand their understanding of it. The questions and possible answers appear below.


1. How did Jackson argue against the belief that American Indians were unwilling to work?


Jackson argued down the point on two fronts. First, she indicated that nearly half of the estimated 250,000 to 300,000 reservation Indians were wholly self-supporting outside of receiving interest or annuities from the government on their own moneys from former land holdings. Second, Jackson pointed out that the remaining Indian population of around 84,000 rely on partial support from the government, which includes a combination of land interest and aid. She argued that confinement on reservations added to the Indian's inability to work, even though many tribes had been successful in earning most of their own livelihoods either through hunting, scavenging, or some other form of work.


2. What did Jackson feel would be the chief benefit to the Indians of making them citizens of the United States?


Answers will vary. Jackson argued that the chief benefit for Indians becoming U.S. citizens would be that they would secure property rights. As equal citizens. Indians could own land that was protected from the government. This change would also have given disillusioned Indians greater hope for their futures as well as an incentive to labor, which Jackson considered "the very mainspring on which the prosperity of a people depends."


3. What immediate changes did Jackson feel had to be made in the way the Indians were treated?


Jackson felt that the country should clear the ugly and poisonous "swamp" of Indian wrongs by stopping its legacy of "cheating, robbing, and breaking promises." She also felt that, citizens or not, basic Indian rights to property and constitutional freedoms like "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness" needed to be guaranteed.


Essay Question

• How do you think that Native Americans today would feel after reading this selection? What "steps," if any, do you think the government should make today to honor past tragedies and improve future relations with Native Americans?


Answers will vary. Most students will agree that Native Americans would be deeply pained, saddened,Ñand angry to read this contemporary account of their peoples' mistreatment. As for "steps" that could be taken today, some may mention the government's recent allowance of casino licenses to Indian tribes as a constructive step in acknowledging and empowering Indians. Others may feel that relations could improve if the government (a) continued to publicly acknowledge its past injustices against the American Indian; (b) sponsored Native American history, culture, and education as a means of promoting greater inclusion of Indians in society; and (c) took practical steps to help today's Native Americans solve social and economic problems caused by past injustices.
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Essential Questions

		What national issues emerged in the process of closing the western frontier?

		Why does the West hold such an important place in the American imagination?

		In what ways is the West romanticized in American culture?
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State or Territory Blacks Chinese
1880 1900 1880 1900

Arizona Ter. 155 1,846 1,630 1,419
California 6,018 11,045 75,132 45,753
Colorado 2,435 8,570 612 599
Idaho 53 293 3,379 1,467
Kansas 43,107 52,003 19 39
Montana 346 1,523 1,765 1,739
Nebraska 2,385 6,269 18 180
Nevada 488 134 5416 1,352
New Mexico Ter. 1,015 1,610 57 341
North Dakota 113 286 NA 32
Oklahoma Indian Ter. NA 56,684* NA 31
Oregon 487 1,105

South Dakota 288 465 NA

Texas 393,384 620,722

Utah 232 672

Washington 325 2,514

NA—not available.
*Combined total for Indian and Oklahoma territories.
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form the 25th Buffalo Soldiers

form the 24th Buffalo Soldiers
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All Colored People

TETAT RW.AINT TO

GO TO RANSAS

On September 5th, 1877,

Can doso for $5:OO

iz P94 vy oy

I:L\/.EMIG—RATION-

We, the colored people of Lexington, Ky, knowing that there is an

WHERE
abundance of choice lands now belonging to the Government, have assembled ourselves

together for the purposc of locating on said lands. Therefore,

Be it ResoLvep, That we do now urganize ourselves into a Colony, as follows:—
Any person wishing to become a member of this Colony can do so by paying the sum of
one dollar ($1.00), and this money is to be paid by the first of September, 1877, in instal-
ments of twenty-five cents at a time, or otherwise as may be desired.

ResoLvep. ‘That this Colony has agreed to consolidate itsell with the Nicodemus
Towns, Solomon Valley, Graham County, Kansas, and can only do so by eatering the va-
cant lands now in their midst, which costs $5.00.

ResoLven, That this Colony shall consist of seven officers—President, Vice-Presi-
dent, Secretary, Treasurer, and three Trustees. President—M. M. Bell; Vice-President
—Isaac Talbott; Secretary—W. J. Niles; Treasurer—Daniel Clarke; Trustees—Jerry
Lee, William Jones, and Abner Webster

ResoLven, That this Colony shall have from one to two hundred militia, more or
less, as the case may require, to keep peace and order, and any member failing to pay in
his dues, as aforesaid, or failing to comply with the above rules in any particular, will nct
be recognized or protected by the Colony.
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Answers for George Catlin questions and vocabulary


Answer to essay question on George Catlin- Why do you think that the history of the American Indians’ oppression is often overlooked or “forgotten”?


Answers may vary.


American Indians have not had the money or political clout to continue bringing their issues to the public. They were seen as an obstacle by the white society is obtaining what they wanted…gold, silver, land. Often people do not like to remember the “bad things they did”, i. e. Germans today in regards to the Holocaust. Most people do not know what contributions American Indians made to society or how they lived. The Indians/Native Americans have a very regal history that most don’t know.


Vocabulary:


1. Redress


2. Sophistry


3. Amenable


4. Intrepid


5. Acquiesce



