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Model Lesson Plan

Pete Yackus
FBISD
	Course:

U.S. History
	Title of Unit:

French and Indian War

	Title of Lesson:
Start of the French and Indian War


	Grade Level:

5th Grade
	
	Time Frame:

3-4 days



	Description 
Students will analyze a series of pictures, journal entries and maps to conclude the cause of the French and Indian War and the eventual outcome.   The lessons for this unit are stacked so that the students begin by learning about George Washington’s first mission to deliver a message to the French asking them to vacate the Ohio River Valley.  The students will then read short passages to gain information about the war and the eventual ending.


	TEKS Objectives (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html#113.32 )
(2)  History. The student understands how conflict between the American colonies and Great Britain led to American independence. The student is expected to:

(A)  identify and analyze the causes and effects of events prior to and during the American Revolution, including the French and Indian War and the Boston Tea Party

(10)  Economics. The student understands the basic economic patterns of early societies in the United States. The student is expected to:

(A)  explain the economic patterns of early European colonists

	Teacher to Teacher Notes  
Due to the constraints on time for teaching the French and Indian War not much time is spent on the actual war/battles but more on the causes and effects.  

        The most important pieces of information that you want the students to walk away with is that the British end up gaining control over all the land to the Mississippi but they won’t allow the colonist to move pass the Proclamation Line of 1763 thus angering the colonist.  The students should also learn that the debt from the French and Indian War leads to taxation and the eventual American Revolution.



	Materials needed:

[image: image1.emf]Washington Crossing  the Allegheny.doc

   
[image: image2.emf]Letter from Governor  Dinwiddie to French Commandant.doc

  
[image: image3.emf]Washington's Journal  Entry_1753.doc

  
 
[image: image4.emf]Pre and Post 1763  North America Maps.doc

  
[image: image5.emf]Somebody_Wanted_ But_So_Then.doc


	Websites used:
http://www.nps.gov/fone/ 



	Procedures/Activities
Engage
Show students the picture of “Washington Crossing the Allegheny”.  Do not let the students see the title.  To help build schema, some questions you might ask could be: 

· Have you ever been on an inner tube or float in a pool and had it tip?

· Have you ever see a river with snow and ice?

· How do you feel when it is cold or wet outside?

Ask the students to make predictions or inferences about what they think is happening in the story and why. Some guiding questions could be:

· Who do you think the two men are?

· Where do you think the two men are?

· Why would these men risk their lives on a frozen river?

· What do you predict will happen to these two men?

Create a two column chart with one side for the students predictions and the other side for them to confirm their predictions.
Explain
After the students have made predictions show them the map of North America from Pre 1763.  Discuss with the students that the map is showing the areas of North America that England, Spain, and France control.  

Ask students if they can predict areas where they think there might be conflict.  A guiding questions may be to ask students if they are ever in a car and they feel they are being crowded or having their space taken over by a sibling.  Have students circle areas on the map where they think there could be conflict.  These area would be where two of the countries have borders.

Have the students think back to the previous picture and ask if the map helps them with any of their questions.  Because of the climate they may conclude that the picture lends itself to somewhere in the north and thus conflict between England and France.

Explore

Tell the students that they are now going to look at some primary sources that will help them discover what the picture is about.  Explain to them that primary sources could be artifacts, maps, letters, or things that come from a time period.  For this lesson they will be looking at letters and journal entries.  Explain that sometimes a long time ago the style of writing was different.  Things like capitalization, spelling, and words were different.  So they may not comprehend everything but they should read the letter trying to gain information to answer who, what, where, when, and why.
Read “Letter from Governor Dinwiddie to French Commandant” to the students so that they can hear it read aloud.  Then in small groups have them complete notes on who, what, where, when, and why as best they can.

Next put the letter on the overhead and read it aloud to the students again.  Have the students respond to what they wrote down for who, what, where, when, and why.

You will want to guide the students though to these answers from the letter:

Who:  Written by Dinwiddie; sending George Washington to see French Commandant
What:  Conflict of who controls land

Where: Along the Ohio River area.  Use the pre 1763 map to identify the area along the Ohio River and to the north around Lake Erie and Ontario.  Explain that this area was valuable hunting group for fur for both sides thus the conflict.
When:  1753

Why:  The letter was to ask the French to leave the area and to give a response to Washington

Go back to the picture and the students predictions and see if any have been confirmed.  Ask the students if they can successfully predict anything about the picture yet.  Some students may say that one of the men is Washington but ask them where they have text proof to support that.

Next tell the students they will be reading a short summary of what happened when Washington traveled to see the French Commandant.  Have the students in groups read “Washington Journal entry 1753” and again do the who, what, where, when, and why.

Put the summary on the overhead and read it aloud to the students and then guide them through to the following answers:

Who:  Washington and his aide Gist, Native Americans, French Commandant LeGardour de St. Pierre

What:  Delivered the letter from Dinwiddie and the French refused to leave the area

Where:  Ohio River area and in a river where Washington fell in.

When:  No date but students should be able to summarize still in 1753

Why:  Washington and Gist were trying to escape from the Indians and French so they were forced to try and cross the river.

Go back to the picture/predictions and see which are confirmed.  Then go to the map and ask the students to make predictions about what they think the British will do since the French said they weren’t going to leave.  

This ends the portion of the unit about why the French and Indian war was to start.  After teaching briefly about the actual war and the British winning you will want to use the Post 1763 map along with the Pre 1763 map so the students can see which countries gained and lost land in North America.   A key thing on the maps is to then point out the Proclamation Line of 1763 and get the students thinking about why, even though they won the land, the King didn’t want colonist moving into that area.  Activate students thinking about control and what happens if people were to move beyond the “reach” of the King’s soldiers.



	Assessment(s)
Evaluate
Have the students complete a “Somebody Wanted But So Then” summary.  They key part is the “Then” part where they connect that the result of the French and Indian War was France loosing control of their part of North America and England gaining land but eventually having to tax the colonies to pay for the war.


	Instructional Alternatives

Extend
Students may wish to read further about the adventure that George Washington had on his trip to deliver the letter to the French.  There are several electronic versions of Washington’s Journal that are available for students to read, though the reading level may be difficult.

If time permits the students may also wish to research more about some of the battles of the war or about Fort Necessity which was the fort that Washington built when we was sent back to support British troops against the French.  The battle there is at times considered the opening action of the actual French and Indian War.
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Sir, 

The lands upon the River Ohio, in the western parts of the Colony of Virginia, are so notoriously known to be the property of the Crown of Great Britain that it is a matter of equal concern and surprise to me, to hear that a body of French forces are erecting fortresses and making settlements upon that river, within his Majesty's dominions. 

The many and repeated complaints I have received of these acts of hostility lay me under the necessity of sending, in the name of the King, my master, the bearer hereof, George Washington, Esq., one of the Adjutants-General of the forces of this dominion, to complain to you of the encroachments thus made, and of the injuries done to the subjects of Great Britain, in violation of the law of nations, and the treaties now subsisting between the two Crowns. If these facts be true, and you think fit to justify your proceedings, I must desire you to acquaint me by whose authority and instructions you have lately marched from Canada with an armed force, and invaded the King of Great Britain's territories, in the manner complained of; that according to the purport and resolution of your answer I may act agreeably to the commission I am honored with from the King, my master.

However, sir, in obedience to my instructions, it becomes my duty to require your peaceable departure; and that you would forbear prosecuting a purpose so interruptive of the harmony and good understanding, which his Majesty is desirous to continue and cultivate with the most Christian King.

I flatter myself that you will be pleased to receive Major Washington with the evidences of courtesy and politeness which are natural to your nation, and I shall be at the height of satisfaction if you send him back with a reply conforming to my wishes for a durable peace between us.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your very humble,

ROBERT DINWIDDIE.

Williamsburg, in Virginia,
October 31, 1753.
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During Washington's 78 days in the wilderness he met with chiefs of the Indian nations and delivered Gov. Dinwiddie's letter to the French Commandant, LeGardour de St. Pierre. In a private meeting with Major Washington the French Commandant refused to back down. 


On their return to Williamsburg Washington's entourage encountered bitter cold, deep snow, ice and freezing rain. At one point Washington writes in his Journal "...our horses were now so weak and feeble, and the baggage heavy....therefore myself and others gave up our horses for packs..." 


Washington disguised himself in Indian dress while he and Gist decided to return alone on foot. While traveling through the woods they ran into an ambush of French Indians. One of the Indians..."not 15 steps away"... fired at the pair but missed. 


While crossing a turbulent river on a homemade raft, Washington was thrown off into 10 feet of water. The weather was so severe, he writes in his Journal, "that Mr. Gist had all his fingers, and some of his toes frozen."
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SOMEBODY WANTED BUT SO THEN


SWBST is a graphic organizer tool for examining a piece of narrative writing.  It allows the writer to summarize the elements of a story and develop the summary into a retelling of the story.

1.
The writer first makes a brief note outline of the important elements based on SWBST.


		SOMEBODY

		WANTED 

		BUT 

		SO

		THEN



		This part states the setting.  It 


introduces the main character, the SOMEBODY

		This section addresses the theme and plot.

It states the main idea by describing what the SOMEBODY, the main character, WANTED.

		BUT states the problem or conflict that the main character has while trying to get what he or she WANTED.

		SO describes the three main events that happened in the story as the SOMEBODY tries to solve the conflict or problem.

		THEN tells how the problem is solved during the resolution or conclusion of the story.



		EXPOSITION


This part of the plot gives background information about characters and setting.  It sets the scene for the conflict.




		RISING ACTION

In this part of the story the plot becomes more complicated and the conflict is introduced.  

		The RISING ACTION leads to the CLIMAX, or turning point of the story.  This is the highest point of interest.

		The FALLING ACTION follows the climax.  The author reveals the result of the conflict and tells what happened after the climax. 


The RESOLUTION gives the final outcome of the story.  This is sometimes referred to as DENOUEMENT, the final events or solution.





2.
After making notes in the in the graphic organizer, the writer composes five sentences to serve as topic 
sentences for each of the five paragraphs which retell the story.


In composing the five sentences use these, or other examples, of “What Counts.”


SOMEBODY
Compose a million-dollar sentence with a when and where.



WANTED
Compose a million- dollar sentence using a pronoun.



BUT

Start a million-dollar sentence with however and paint a picture with words.





Use you your A – Z list to include some story vocabulary.


SO

Compose a million-dollar sentence




Paint a picture with words (use feeling words and elaborate)

STEP 1

		SOMEBODY

		WANTED 

		BUT 

		SO

		THEN



		Maria

		called given name

		overlooked for pageant

		wrote “Greatest Wish” essay

		recognized by given name and sang in the pageant





STEP 2

Around Christmas time, Maria’s class was getting ready for the winter pageant.


She wanted to be called by her given name.


However, Maria’s teacher called her Mary which caused her to be overlooked for a part in the play.


So, Maria wrote her “Greatest Wish” essay and expressed her pride in her name.


Then Maria was recognized by her given name and sang in the pageant.

3.
Each of the topic sentences is developed into paragraph by adding three or four detail sentences.

Name _____________________________





Date___________________


Template for Examining and Retelling Narrative Writing


Name of story: ______________________________________


Genre: _________________


STEP 1


		SOMEBODY

		WANTED 

		BUT 

		SO

		THEN



		

		

		

		

		





STEP 2

SOMEBODY

_______________________________________________________________________


WANTED

_______________________________________________________________________


BUT


_______________________________________________________________________

SO


_______________________________________________________________________


THEN


_______________________________________________________________________
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