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Model Lesson Plan

Jan Robertson
George Bush High School
	Course:

United States History
	Title of Unit:

Civil Rights
	Title of Lesson:

Civil Rights Music


	Grade Level:

11th

(Could be used for 
5th and 8th grades)
	
	Time Frame:

2 days


	Description- Music is an excellent historical resource. This music will represent the roots of the Civil Rights movement. It will describe the people who faced these struggles first hand.



	TEKS Objectives (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html#113.32 )

US23(A) identify and analyze methods of expanding the right to participate in the democratic process, including… non-violent protesting…

US25(A)describe how the characteristics and issues in U.S. history have been reflected in various genres of art, music, film, and literature

TEKS Skills Objectives:  

US29(G) identify and support with historical evidence a point of view on a social studies issue or event



	Teacher to Teacher Notes

Could be a lesson before or after the study of Civil Rights movement, analyzing music as a historical source. This does not even scratch the surface of the music that is available. This music is a distinctive form. Create a play list of the music you want to use before you start the lesson. Words could be copied for each student or displayed on overhead projector. Go over vocabulary with students before the music is played.
Documents in Materials Needed section below include music and words for the following songs:  Follow the Drinking Gourd; Free at Last; Oh Freedom; Strange Fruit by Billie Holiday; Talking Birmingham Jam and Here’s to the State of Mississippi by Phil Ochs; Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me ‘Round; We Shall Overcome; Think by Aretha Franklin (after the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.); and Abraham, Martin, and John.
Depending on which of the evaluation methods you select, copies should be made for “Sound Recording Analysis” worksheets or “Academic Bumper Sticker” and “Civil Rights Project” documents in Materials needed section.



	Materials needed: 
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 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image3.emf]Holiday Billie Strange  Fruit.doc
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	Websites used:
www.archives.gov
Pictures, analysis sheet
www.playlist.com
music

www.songlyrics.com



	Procedures/Activities
Engage- 
1. What is your definition of “civil rights”?

2. What do “liberty” and “equality” mean? 
3. Are all Americans entitled to the same rights? 
4. How did the Declaration of Independence and Bill of Rights lay a foundation for civil rights in America?

5. Would there be any cause you would fight for if violence is involved? 
6. What motivates a person to defy authority and risk jail?  
7. What can happen when enough people defy authority?

Explain- The civil rights movement exposed the ugly face of racial prejudice.  It has its roots in the Underground   

             Railroad. History is recorded in the music of the time period.
Explore-
1. Log into playlist. Choose what music you want to play. Play cuts of the music or all of it. Ask students to take notes about the characteristic of the music they hear. 
2. Compile their lists and create a class definition of civil rights music.
3. Discuss what moved them about the music

4. Ask if they know of any current songs that deal with “civil rights” issues.



	Assessment(s)
Evaluate- 
· The “Sound Recording Analysis” worksheet could be used and evaluated for a grade.

· Bumper sticker with essay (see “Academic Bumper Sticker” and “Civil Rights Project” documents in Materials needed section).     
· Could use this as a “dual” grade with English or another subject if choir or band students sing/play the music.


	Instructional Alternatives

Extend- 
· Consider using lesson plan from “Learning to Give” website as an alternative to this lesson:  

       http://learningtogive.org/lessons/unit53/lesson1.html 
· There’s also a lesson on the edSitement website related to this: The Freedom Riders and the Popular Music of the Civil Rights Movement:
       http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/freedom-rides-and-role-popular-music-civil-rights-movement 


	Interdisciplinary Connections- 
Music, Level I:
(5)  Historical/cultural heritage. The student relates music to history, to society, and to culture. The student is expected to:

(A)  listen to and classify music by style and/or by historical period;

(B)  identify and describe the uses of music in society and culture
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Joan Baez - Free At Last Lyrics


Artist: Joan Baez

Album: Miscellaneous

Genre: Folk

· Songwriters: Baez Joan C, Jackson George H 


Free at last, free at last
Free from the world and all its sins
Free, free at last, free at last
I've been to the top of the mountain

[Incomprehensible] had me bound, had me tied down
Had me turned around, couldn't find my way
Then you walked with me and You set my spirit free
To me and my family down that long highway

Free at last, free at last
Free from the world and all its sins
Free at last, free at last
I've been to the top of the mountain

I will never forget when the voices called
I will never forget how the night did fall
I will never forget when you rose to the call
You lived and loved and sang and preached and died for us all

Free at last, free at last
Free from the world and all its sins
Free at last, free at last
I've been to the top of the mountain

Free at last, free at last
Free from the world and all its sins
Free at last, free at last
I've been to the top of the mountain

Free at last, free at last
Free from the world and all its sins
Free at last, free at last
I've been to the top of the mountain
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Think
by Aretha Franklin

Album : Vol. 1-Very Best Of
Submitted by : Anita

Corrected by : sofietje

Rated : 9.3 (76 votes)

You better think (think)

Think about what you're tryin' to do to me
Think (think-think) let your mind go

Let yourself be free

Let's go back - let's go back
A let's go way on to way back when
| didn't even know you

You couldn't a been too much more than ten (just a child)

| ain't no psychiatrist

| ain't no doctor with degrees
But it don't take too much 1.Q.
To see what you're doing to me

You better think (think)

Think about what you're tryin' to do to me
Yeah, think (think-think)

Let your mind go, let yourself be free

Oh freedom (freedom)
Oh freedom
oh,freedom (yeah)

Oh freedom
Oh freedom (freedom)
oh freedom
Oh freedom

Oh ya got to have
Hey! think about it
You! think about it

There ain't nothin' you could ask

| could answer you but | won't (I won't)
But | was gonna change ya, I'm not

If ya keep doin' things | don't (don't)

You better think (think)

Think about what you're tryin' ta do to me
(What you're tryin' to do to me)

Oh-oh-oh think (think)

Let your mind go, let yourself be free

vww.letssingit.com/aretha-franklin-think-42xs5f1.html

5/13/2004
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Here's to the State of Mississippi

By Phil Ochs
G Em D
Here's to the state of Mississippi,
G F
For Underheath her borders, the devil draws no lines,
G P
If you drag her muddy river, nameless bodies you will find.
G F
whoa the fat trees of the forest have hid a thousand crimes,
G Em Am D
the calender is lyin' when it reads the present time.
G Em , C G
Whoa here's to the land you've torn out the heart of,
G Em D G

Mississippi find yourself another country to be part of!

And here's to the people of Mississippi

Who say the folks up north, they just don't understand

And they tremble in their shadows at the thunder of the Klan

The sweating of their souls can't wash the blood from off their hands
They smile and shrug their shoulders at the murder of a man

Oh, here's to the land you've torn out the heart of

Mississippi find yourself another country to be part of

And here's to the schools of Mississippi

Where they're teaching all the children that they don't have to care
All the rudiments of hatred are present everywhere

And every single classroom is a factory of despair

There's nobody learning such a foreign word as fair

Oh, here's to the land you've torn out the heart of

Mississippi find yourself another country to be part of

And here's to the cops of Mississippi

They're chewing their tobacco as they lock the prison door

Their bellies bounce inside them when they knock you to the floor
No they don't like taking prisoners in their private little war
Behind their broken badges there are murderers and more

Oh, here's to the land you've torn out the heart of

Mississippi find yourself another country to be part of

And, here's to the judges of Mississippi

Who wear the robe of honor as they crawl into the court
They're guarding all the bastions of their phony legal fort
Oh, justice is a stranger when the prisoners report

When the black man stands accused the trial is always short
Oh, here's to the land you've torn out the heart of
Mississippi find yourself another country to be part of

And here's to the government of Mississippi

In the swamp of their bureaucracy they're always bogging down

And criminals are posing as the mayors of the towns |

And they hope that no one sees the sights and no one hears the sounds
And the speeches of the governor are the ravings of a clown

Oh, here's to the land you've torn out the heart of

Mississippi find yourself another country to be part of

http://www.cs.pdx.edu/~trent/ochs/lyrics/heres-to-the-state-of-mississippi.html 4/3/02
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Here's to the State of Mississippi

And here's to the laws of Mississippi

Congressmen will gather in a circus of delay

While the Constitution is drowning in an ocean of decay
Unwed mothers should be sterilized, I've even heard them say
Yes, corruption can be classic in the Mississippi way

Oh, here's to the land you've torn out the heart of
Mississippi find yourself another country to be part of

And here's to the churches of Mississippi

Where the cross, once made of silver, now is caked with rust
And the Sunday morning sermons pander to their lust

The fallen face of Jesus is choking in the dust

Heaven only knows in which God they can trust

Oh, here's to the land you've torn out the heart of
Mississippi find yourself another country to be part of

v

Notes:

Chords supplied by Cody Gillespie-Lynch.
Last modified 17 Mar 02 by trent
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Joan Baez - (Ain't Gonna Let Nobody) Turn Me Around Lyrics


Artist: Joan Baez

Album: Miscellaneous

Genre: Folk

Songwriters: Arr.: Joan Baez, Trad. 

Ain't gonna let nobody turn me around
Turn me around, turn me around
Ain't gonna let nobody turn me around
Keep on a walking, keep on a talking
Gonna build a brand new world

Ain't gonna let the administration turn me around
Turn me around, turn me around
Ain't gonna let the administration turn me around
Keep on a walking, keep on a talking
Gonna build a brand new world

Ain't gonna let no first strike policy turn me around
Turn me around, turn me around
Ain't gonna let no first strike policy turn me around
Keep on a walking, keep on a talking
Gonna build a brand new world

Ain't gonna let Indira Gandhi turn me around
Turn me around, turn me around
Ain't gonna let Indira Ga', how'd she get that name? 'round
Keep on a walking, keep on a talking
Gonna build a brand new world

Ain't gonna let that stinking Kissenger turn me around
Turn me around, turn me around
Ain't gonna let that killer Kissenger turn me around
Keep on a walking, keep on a talking
Gonna build a brand new world

Ain't gonna let nobody turn me around
Turn me around, turn me around
Ain't gonna let nobody turn me around
Keep on a singin', keep on a swingin'
Gonna build a brand new world
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Pete Seeger - We Shall Overcome Lyrics


Artist: Pete Seeger

Album: Miscellaneous

Genre: Folk

We shall overcome
We shall overcome
We shall overcome, some day
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
We shall overcome, some day

We'll walk hand in hand
We'll walk hand in hand
We'll walk hand in hand, some day
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
We shall overcome, some day

We shall live in peace
We shall live in peace
We shall live in peace, some day
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
We shall overcome, some day

We are not afraid
We are not afraid
We are not afraid, today
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
We shall overcome, some day

The whole wide world around
The whole wide world around
The whole wide world around, someday
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
We shall overcome, some day
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Taj Mahal - Follow The Drinking Gourd Lyrics


Artist: Taj Mahal

Album: Miscellaneous

Genre: Rock

· Songwriters: Gospel Traditional 


The riverbank makes a very good road
The dead trees will show you the way
Left foot, peg foot traveling on
Follow the drinking gourd

The river ends between two hills
Follow the drinking gourd
There's another tree on the other side
Follow the drinking gourd

When the great big river meets the little river
Follow the drinking gourd
For the old man is waiting for to carry you to freedom
If you follow the drinking gourd

When the sun comes back and the first quail cries
Follow the drinking gourd
For the old man is waiting for to carry you to freedom
If you follow the drinking gourd
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Talking Birmingham Jam

By Phil Ochs

Walkin' down to Birmingham,

way down south in Dixieland.

I thought that I would stop a while

Take a vacation Southern style

Got some Southern hospitality...down there in a Southern hospital.

Well, all the signs said Welcome in,

Welcome if you're white my friend.

Come along and watch the fights

While we feed our dogs on civil rights.

We believe in segregation...Negroes in one mob...
Policemen, politicians, dogs in the other

Well I've seen travel in many ways

I've traveled in cars and old subways

But in Birmingham some people chose

To fly down the street from a fire hose.

Doin' some hard travelin'...from hydrants of plenty.

Well a pack of dogs was standin' by

I walked up to them and I said "Hi"

Well I asked one dog what they all were doin'

He walked up to me and started chewin'

It was a black dog...seems everybody down there is prejudiced.

Well I said there must be some men around

There can't be only you dogs in town

They said "Sure we have old Bull Conner

There he goes, walkin' yonder

Throwin' some raw meat to the mayor...feedin' bones to the City Council"

Well I said "there's still something missing here,

You must have a governor somewhere."

Sure, he's doin' his duty, he ain't no fool

He's blocking out kids from our schools

Standin' in the doorway...crackin' jokes...gettin' re-elected.

So, I asked em' how they spend their time

With segregation on their mind.

They said if you don't like to live this way

Get outta here, go back to the U.S.A.

Live with all them Russians...New York agitatiors...yeah.

Some say they've passed their darkest hour
Those moderates are back in power.

But listen close with open ears

They'll help us out in a couple a hundred years.
But don't push 'em...whatever you do...

or else you get those extremists back in.

You see Alabama is a soveriegn state

With soveriegn dogs and soveriegn hate

They stand for the Bible, for the Constitution
They stand against Communist revolution.

They say ¢ Its pnkes like you thdl €reed the slaws.

i

http://www.cs.pdx.edu/~trent/ochs/lyrics/talking-birmingham-jam.html 5/7/02
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Pete Seeger - We Shall Overcome Lyrics


Artist: Pete Seeger

Album: Miscellaneous

Genre: Folk

· Songwriters: Tom Waits 


We shall overcome
We shall overcome
We shall overcome, some day
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
We shall overcome, some day

We'll walk hand in hand
We'll walk hand in hand
We'll walk hand in hand, some day
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
We shall overcome, some day

We shall live in peace
We shall live in peace
We shall live in peace, some day
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
We shall overcome, some day

We are not afraid
We are not afraid
We are not afraid, today
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
We shall overcome, some day

The whole wide world around
The whole wide world around
The whole wide world around, someday
Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe
We shall overcome, some day
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Holiday Billie
Miscellaneous
STRANGE FRUIT
Lewis Allen 

Southern trees bear strange fruit, 
Blood on the leaves and blood at the root, 
Black bodies swinging in the southern breeze, 
Strange fruit hanging from the poplar trees. 

Pastoral scene of the gallant south, 
The bulging eyes and the twisted mouth, 
Scent of magnolias, sweet and fresh, 
Then the sudden smell of burning flesh. 

Here is fruit for the crows to pluck, 
For the rain to gather, for the wind to suck, 
For the sun to rot, for the trees to drop, 
Here is a strange and bitter crop.
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Abraham, Martin And John
Dion

-peak Billboard position # 4 in 1968
-Words and Music by Richard Holler

Anybody here seen my old friend Abraham?

Can you tell me where he’s gone?

He freed lotta people but it seems the good they die young
You know I just looked around and he’s gone

Anybody here seen my old friend John?

Can you tell me where he’s gone?

He freed lotta people but it seems the good they die young
I just looked around and he’s gone

(brief instrumental interlude-organ)

Anybody here seen my old friend Martin?

Can you tell me where he’s gone?

He freed lotta people but it seems the good they die young
I.just looked around and he’s gone

Didn't you love the things that they stood for?
Didn’t they try to find some good for you and me?
And we’ll be free

Some day soon, it’s gonna be one day

Anybody here seen my old friend Bobby?

Can you tell me where he’s gone?

I thought I saw him walkin® up over the hill
With Abraham, Martin, and John
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Reset Form Sound Recording Analysis Worksheet

Print Form

Step 1. Pre-listening

A.

Whose voices will you hear on this recording?

What is the date of the recording?

Where was this recording made?

Step 2. Listening

A. [Type of sound recording (check one):
(" Policy Speech ( Convention proceedings
(" Congressional Testimony () Campaign speech
(" News report (" Arguments before a court
C Interview (C Panel discussion
(C Entertainment broadcast (C Other
( Press conference
B. |Unique physical qualities of the recording
[~ Music
[ Live broadcast
[~ Narrated
[ Special sound effects
[ Background sounds
C. |What is the tone or mood of this recording?

Step 3. Post-listening (or repeated listening)

A. | List three things in this sound recording that you think are important:

1.

2.

3.
B. | Why do you think the original broadcast was made and for what audience?
C. |What evidence in the recording helps you to know why it was made?






D. | List two things this sound recording tells you about life in the United States at the time it was made:
1.

2.

E. | Write a question to the broadcaster that is left unanswered by this sound recording.

F. |What informatioin do you gain about this event that would not be conveyed by a written transcript? Be specific.

Reset Form Designed and developed by the

Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration,
Washington, DC 20408

Print Form
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Aaron Neville - Oh Freedom Lyrics


Artist: Aaron Neville

Album: I Know I've Been Changed

Genre: R&B

· Songwriters: Aaron Joseph Neville 


Oh, freedom, oh, freedom
Oh, freedom over me
And before I'd be a slave
I'd be buried in my grave
And go home to my Lord and be free

No more weepin', no more weepin'
No more weepin' over me
And before I'd be a slave
I'd be buried in my grave
And go home to my Lord and be free

No more worry, no more worry
No more worry over me
And before I'd be a slave
I'd be buried in my grave
And go home to my Lord and be free

Oh, freedom, oh, freedom
Oh, freedom over me
And before I'd be a slave
I'd be buried in my grave
And go home to my Lord and be free



Name ___________________


Date _________________


APUSH     Ms. Robertson


          Period ________________


CIVIL RIGHTS PROJECT


After two days of research, you should now have all of the information you need to create a wonderful poster for people who would like to know more about the Civil Rights Movement. Your poster needs to be exciting to look at, colorful, creative, organized, clear, and contain useful information. Using all of the information you have gathered, you will create a poster based on the following guidelines.


You can create your poster however you would like.  You can use construction paper, markers, pens, pencils, glue, scissors, etc. Use your imagination and be creative. However, there are some requirements.


Your Poster should:


- include information you gathered from the websites (15 pts.)

- cite the websites that you used (15 pts.)


- be legible, clear and easy to understand (20 pts.)

- be colorful and creative (15 pts.)


- include at least 3 pictures or illustrations (15 pts.)


Notes/Work:


- Notes are organized, clear, and legible (20 pts.)

POSTER DUE DATE


MONDAY – OCTOBER 20, 2008
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The Academic Bumper Sticker            

1. All bumper tickers must be historically accurate.


2. Students must remain faithful to the historical record of the period under        discussion, but they may base their bumper stickers on contemporary models.


3. Bumper stickers may not be offensive in nature.  They may not contain profanity, nor may they denigrate a person or group of people.


4. The bumper stickers must be on an 11” X 3” piece of poster board, reflecting the appropriate size of the real stickers.


5. The students must use color.


You may relate your bumper sticker to a personality or personalities of the period, to themes of the period, or to historical events.


EVALUATION:


1. Was the criteria followed as outlined above?


2. I will look for an expression of imagination combined with an understanding of the historical relevance of the completed sticker.


3. Points will NOT be deducted if you cannot draw or aren’t artistically talented.



