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Model Lesson Plan

Joel Spaulding

Mission West Elementary

	Course:

American History
	Title of Unit:
Lexis and Clark expedition. 


	Title of Lesson:

The bold frontier. A journey into the unknown.



	Grade Level:

5
	
	Time Frame:

45 minutes


	Description
This lesson combines the history of Lewis and Clark and the geography of the central plains and northwest regions of America.



	TEKS Objectives 
4.D  Identify significant events and concepts associated with of U.S. territorial expansion, including the Louisiana Purchase, the expedition of Lewis and Clark, and Manifest Destiny; 

8.A explain the geographic factors that influence patterns of settlement and the distribution of population in the United States, past and present; and 



	Teacher to Teacher Notes
This lesson is aimed at activating knowledge of students through visual recognition of flora and fauna of a geographical region. Use pictures of different regions and allow students to use their schema to give facts and inferences about the region. For this lesson to work, students must have the following background knowledge. The Louisiana Purchase, Lewis and Clark.




	Materials needed:

Projector. Photographs. Worksheet

	Websites used:
1) http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-dFc1sALECiE/Tj0DhmKvhQI/AAAAAAAAATo/AXviI4Q0ZOc/s1600/Angler_fish.jpg
2) http://www.bountyfishing.com/blog/images/axolotl.jpg
3) http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_QYd_pItgxVM/SqMCa7W7E5I/AAAAAAAADsg/ZWuDro26wec/s400/ugly_evolution_animals_14.jpg
4)

http://static.wix.com/media/739f947c2ff243115ff9046e26857df7.wix_mp
5)

http://www.doi.gov/whatwedo/climate/strategy/images/GreatPlains1.jpg
6)

https://worldgeopost07.wikispaces.com/file/view/Mexican-Prairie-Dog-F1.jpg/31695331/Mexican-Prairie-Dog-F1.jpg
7) http://static.howstuffworks.com/gif/lewis-and-clark-1.jpg
8)

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-S9RIUzXeqvY/TVgXPhSEeZI/AAAAAAAAArs/sFwGp_VsHHE/s1600/buffalof.jpg
9)

http://cdn.dipity.com/uploads/events/e87a1c1cb259814dd32d56935bad6d69_1M.png



	Procedures/Activities
Engage: Show students pictures of make-believe animals. Ask the students what they notice about these creatures. Physical features and environment etc. Show the two pictures below. As an example, ask the students is they notice that the animal has large teeth. Ask them what an animal would need such large teeth for. Explain that the large teeth probably helped the animal catch its food. Then, ask students if they notice if the animal has fins. Have the students tell you why fins might be important to this animal.  
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 EMBED Package  [image: image2.emf]alien fish


Explain: Explain how Lewis and Clark were looking at plants and animals never seen before by Americans. Exploring unfamiliar territory with no help from maps or books. 

Explore: Explore the different pictures and make assumptions on the path of Lewis and Clark. Discuss: Lewis and Clark route on map. 
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Whole Group: The Great Plains of America. First show Great Plains picture, then Prairie dog and Buffalo picture. Discuss what the students see in the picture. As an example, ask students what kinds of plants are in the picture. What kind of landscape do you call this? 

Show the students a picture of the Prairie dog. Ask them if this is a big or small animal. Why would this animal’s size help is survive in this landscape? Ask students what else they notice about this animal. Do you think Lewis and Clark thought about this animal? Were they afraid? 

Show students picture of the Buffalo. Ask what they notice about the animal’s fur. Why would it be important for the animal to have so much fur? D you think Lewis and Clark would think this animal would be useful? Why or why not?
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Small Group: Rocky Mountains. Break the students up into groups of 3-4. The groups should be with mixed ability grouping. Students look at the next three pictures and discuss what they see. Have them write their observations on their own sheet of paper. Groups will then come back to whole group to discuss their findings. If teachers have an interactive board, this would be a great time for students to report their findings by interacting with the pictures.  
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 EMBED Package  [image: image6.emf]Guides
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Individual: Have the students return to their desk and complete the individual attached worksheet.
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	Assessment(s)
Evaluate: After two class discussions with photographs and two small group photographs, put the last photograph on the projector and hand out the attached worksheet for the student’s to complete. 


	Instructional Alternatives

If a projector is not available. Photos can be printed out and handed to small groups and the worksheet can be adapted to for the final photograph in.

Students can also be instructed to use visual writing in the form of a journal. Instruct students to write observation on what they see. Use as many descriptive words as possible.  

	Interdisciplinary Connections

This lesson combines science and social studies by examining types of plants and animals and the physical features that allow them to survive. A future assessment can be taken by asking students to write a mock journal entry pretending to be Lewis and Clark.
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Lewis and Clark discovery journal.
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What do you see in the picture above?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Do you think it would be hard to get around on this landscape?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Would you recommend that we settle people here based on this picture? List benefits and challenges?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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