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Model Lesson Plan

Judy Carter
Sartartia Middle School
	Course:

U.S. History
	Title of Unit:

The American Revolution
	Title of Lesson:
Understanding Common Sense

	Grade Level:

8
	
	Time Frame:

One 50 min. class period


	Description
An in-depth look at Thomas Paine’s pamphlet “Common Sense” analyzing excerpts from the document and other resource material.


	TEKS Objectives http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html#113.32
(4)  History. The student understands significant political and economic issues of the revolutionary era. The student is expected to:

 (B)  explain the roles played by significant individuals during the American Revolution, including Abigail Adams, John Adams, Wentworth Cheswell, Samuel Adams, Mercy Otis Warren, James Armistead, Benjamin Franklin, Bernardo de Gálvez, Crispus Attucks, King George III, Haym Salomon, Patrick Henry, Thomas Jefferson, the Marquis de Lafayette, Thomas Paine, and George Washington;

(29)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired through established research methodologies from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to:

(A)  differentiate between, locate, and use valid primary and secondary sources such as computer software, databases, media and news services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire information about the United States;

(B)  analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions

 

	Teacher to Teacher Notes
James Smith’s book, Ideas that Shape a Nation (1998. Los Cruces, NM: Suncrest Publishing), gives a great summary and background information on Thomas Paine.  It is very helpful to read before this activity.  In some classes you might have groups only try and summarize two excerpts, as the language is difficult.  ESL students can be paired with more proficient readers.  I suggest that groups read sentences out loud to each other to help get a better sense of the meaning.



	Materials needed:
For Students: 
1. Assigned U.S. History textbook, such as The American Nation.
2. Graphic organizer   
   .
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3. Red, green, and yellow sticker dots
4. Writing spiral or notebook paper


	Websites Used:

ABC-CLIO database:
http://americanhistory.abc-clio.com/Search/Display/254827?terms=thomas+Paine 


	Procedures/Activities
1. Divide students into groups of four. 
2. Engage- Each student receives a blank graphic organizer and is asked to use the textbook to complete the author, date and intended audience portion using the textbook.  As they are completing this, discuss the meaning of the term “common sense” and why they think someone would call a pamphlet that.

3. Then explain who Thomas Paine was and discuss his purpose in writing this document. Students should understand that it was a persuasive document designed to show why separation with Britain was important.

4. Give each group a packet containing all the Common Sense excerpts, so they can explore Paine’s arguments for separation.  Allow groups to discuss each passage and develop their own summary. Have each group write out the summaries on index cards and give to the teacher.
5. Come back together and, using the document camera, compare answers and draw conclusions to complete the graphic organizer
6. Each student will then use Traffic Light Dots to self-assess their work on the organizer before turning it in.

7. As a summary, students will complete a 5-minute writing assignment in their daily Intellectual Diary or as an exit ticket (see Assessments below).


	Assessment(s)
Informal Assessment using F.A.C.T. Traffic Light Dots:
Students self-assess their work with a green dot on areas they feel confident of their understanding, a yellow dot on area they still have questions and a red dot where they need help or feel they did not perform well.

Writing prompt for Intellectual Diary:  “According to Thomas Paine, the primary motivation for Americans to separate from Great Britain was…”



	Instructional Alternatives

Group sizes can vary based on ability.  Pre-AP students will have smaller groups.  Also, you can vary the number of excerpts each group summarizes based on timing and ability.

	Interdisciplinary Connections

ELA TEKS Skills Objectives (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html#113.32)

5.24 B Student are expected to:  follow the research plan to collect data from a range of print and electronic resources (e.g., reference text, periodicals, web pages, online sources) and data from experts.

5.25B Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Theme and Genre. Students analyze, make inferences 
                        and draw conclusions about theme and genre in different cultural, historical, and contemporary contexts
                        and provide evidence from the text to support
5.25C Explain the effect of a historical event or movement on the theme of a work of literature.
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Excerpts from Thomas Paine’s Common Sense


Excerpt A

There is something exceedingly ridiculous in the composition of monarchy; it first excludes a man from the means of information, yet empowers him to act in cases where the highest judgment is required. The state of a king shuts him from the world, yet the business of a king requires him to know it thoroughly; wherefore the different parts, unnaturally opposing and destroying each other, prove the whole character to be absurd and useless.


But there is another and greater distinction for which no truly natural or religious reason can be assigned, and that is, the distinction of men into KINGS and SUBJECTS. Male and female are the distinctions of nature, good and bad the distinctions of heaven; but how a race of men came into the world so exalted above the rest, and distinguished like some new species, is worth enquiring into, and whether they are the means of happiness or of misery to mankind.


To the evil of monarchy we have added that of hereditary succession; and as the first is a degradation and lessening of ourselves, so the second, claimed as a matter of right, is an insult and an imposition on posterity. For all men being originally equals, no one by birth could have a right to set up his own family in perpetual preference to all others for ever, and though himself might deserve some decent degree of honors of his contemporaries, yet his descendants might be far too unworthy to inherit them. One of the strongest natural proofs of the folly of hereditary right in kings, is, that nature disapproves it, otherwise she would not so frequently turn it into ridicule by giving mankind an ass for a lion. 




Excerpt B

I have heard it asserted by some, that as America hath flourished under her former connection with Great Britain, that the same connection is necessary towards her future happiness, and will always have the same effect. Nothing can be more fallacious than this kind of argument. We may as well assert, that because a child has thrived upon milk, that it is never to have meat; or that the first twenty years of our lives is to become a precedent for the next twenty. But even this is admitting more than is true, for I answer roundly, that America would have flourished as much, and probably much more, had no European power had any thing to do with her. The commerce by which she hath enriched herself are the necessaries of life, and will always have a market while eating is the custom of Europe…

I challenge the warmest advocate for reconciliation, to show, a single advantage that this continent can reap, by being connected with Great Britain. I repeat the challenge, not a single advantage is derived. Our corn will fetch its price in any market in Europe, and our imported goods must be paid for buy them where we will… 


Excerpt C


But the injuries and disadvantages we sustain by that connection, are without number; and our duty to mankind I at large, as well as to ourselves, instruct us to renounce the alliance: Because, any submission to, or dependance on Great Britain, tends directly to involve this continent in European wars and quarrels; and sets us at variance with nations, who would otherwise seek our friendship, and against whom, we have neither anger nor complaint As Europe is our market for trade, we ought to form no partial connection with any part of it. It is the true interest of America to steer clear of European contentions, which she never can do, while by her dependance on Britain, she is made the make-weight in the scale of British politics.


Excerpt D

As to government matters, it is not in the powers of Britain to do this continent justice: The business of it will soon be too weighty, and intricate, to be managed with any tolerable degree of convenience, by a power, so distant from us, and so very ignorant of us; for if they cannot conquer us, they cannot govern us. To be always running three or four thousand miles with a tale or a petition, waiting four or five months for an answer, which when obtained requires five or six more to explain it in, will in a few years be looked upon as folly and childishness. There was a time when it was proper, and there is a proper time for it to cease. 

Small islands not capable of protecting themselves, are the proper objects for kingdoms to take under their care; but there is something very absurd, in supposing a continent to be perpetually governed by an island. In no instance hath nature made the satellite larger than its primary planet, and as England and America, with respect to each Other, reverses the common order of nature, it is evident they belong to different systems: England to Europe, America to itself. 




Excerpt E

No country on the globe is so happily situated, so internally capable of raising a fleet as America. Tar, timber, iron, and cordage are her natural produce. We need go abroad for nothing. Whereas the Dutch, who make large profits by hiring out their ships of war to the Spaniards and Portuguese, are obliged to import most of the materials they use. We ought to view the building a fleet as an article of commerce, it being the natural manufactory of this country. It is the best money we can lay out. A navy when finished is worth more than it cost. And is that nice point in national policy, in which commerce and protection are united. Let us build; if we want them not, we can sell; and by that means replace our paper currency with ready gold and silver…

In almost every article of defence we abound. Hemp flourishes even to rankness, so that we need not want cordage. Our iron is superior to that of other countries. Our small arms equal to any in the world. Cannon we can cast at pleasure. Saltpetre and gunpowder we are every day producing. Our knowledge is hourly improving. Resolution is our inherent character, and courage hath never yet forsaken us. Wherefore, what is it that we want? Why is it that we hesitate? From Britain we can expect nothing but ruin. If she is once admitted to the government of America again, this Continent will not be worth living in. Jealousies will be always arising; insurrections will be constantly happening….

Excerpt F


Every quiet method for peace hath been ineffectual. Our prayers have been rejected with disdain; and only tended to convince us, that nothing flatters vanity, or confirms obstinacy in Kings more than repeated petitioning and nothing hath contributed more than that very measure to make the Kings of Europe absolute: Witness Denmark and Sweden. Wherefore since nothing but blows will do, for God's sake, let us come to a final separation, and not leave the next generation to be cutting throats, under the violated unmeaning names of parent and child.



