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Model Lesson Plan
Melissa Cohen-Nickels

Baines Middle School

	Course:
11th grade 
	Title of Unit:

Woman's Rights Movement 1770s-1970s
	Title of Lesson:
Women's Rights- Have We Made It?

	Grade Level:

11th

	
	Time Frame:
4-7 class periods (45 min. each)
180-315 minutes


	Description

Students will evaluate the progress of the Woman's Rights movement from the time of the Revolutionary Period, to the Second Great Awakening, through the attainment of the 19th amendment, finally ending with the role of women in the 1950s and early 1960s. Students will look at primary sources from the Revolutionary Period to Declaration of Sentiments to the Feminine Mystic. 


	TEKS Objectives (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html#113.32 )
TEKS Content Objectives:  
(5)  History. The student understands the effects of reform and third-party movements in the early 20th century. The student is expected to:

(A)  evaluate the impact of Progressive Era reforms, including initiative, referendum, recall, and the passage of the 16th, 17th, 18th, and 19th amendments;

(9)  History. The student understands the impact of the American civil rights movement. The student is expected to:

(A)  trace the historical development of the civil rights movement in the 19th, 20th, and 21st centuries, including the 13th, 14th, 15th, and 19th amendments;

(B)  describe the roles of political organizations that promoted civil rights, including ones from African American, Chicano, American Indian, women's, and other civil rights movements;
TEKS Skills Objectives:  
(29)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to:

(A)  use a variety of both primary and secondary valid sources to acquire information and to analyze and answer historical questions;


	Teachers Notes- 
When having students use the Written Document Analysis Sheet for the 1st time do a practice whole group example. I suggest doing the Abigail Adams document together to get students used to the format and expectation of the Analysis Sheet.

Also, if possible on your copy machine make the Written Document Analysis Sheets (1 per reading, per student) as a booklet.




	Materials needed:
Group Sets Of Women's Rights Document- (Depending on Group Size 4-6 copies)
1. Letter Between Abigail Adams and her Husband John Adams

2. Declaration of Sentiments

3. Petition of Universal Suffrage

4. 19th Amendment to the U.S.
5. The Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan

[image: image1.emf]LETTERS BETWEEN  ABIGAIL ADAMS AND HER HUSBAND JOHN ADAMS.docx



 EMBED Word.Document.12 \s [image: image2.emf]Declaration of  Sentiments and Resolutions.docx
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 EMBED Word.Document.12 \s [image: image4.emf]19th Amendment to  the U.docx



 EMBED Word.Document.12 \s [image: image5.emf]The Feminine  Mystique by Betty Friedan.docx


All students need  1 copy for EACH document of:
1. Written Document Analysis Worksheet

[image: image6.emf]Written Document  Analysis Worksheet.docx


	Websites used:

Adams Letters:

http://www.thelizlibrary.org/suffrage/abigail.htm
Petition for Universal Suffrage/Declaration of Sentiments

http://ecssba.rutgers.edu/docs/petuniv.html
19th Amendment:

http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=63
Feminine Mystique Quotes:

http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/809732-the-feminine-mystique
Document Analysis Sheet:

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/


	Procedures/Activities
Explain- Students will start by discussing the term Civil Rights. Ask students what issues in Civil Rights we have had in the past and what issues we have today. Discuss how one of the longest Civil Rights movements is the Women's Rights Movement.

Engage- Divide the students into 5 small groups. Place one of the Women's Rights Movement documents at each station. Students are going to work in small groups to read a variety of primary source documents which chronicle the Women’s Rights Movement. Students will get 20-30 minutes at each station to read the document and fill out the Written Document Analysis Worksheet for each document. 
Explore- Once students have gone through all the documents in small groups; assign each group of the documents to present to the class. Have the students concentrate on the main ideas of the document, the specific struggles of the time period for the Women's Rights Movement, and any ideas they thought were interesting or new. Then have each group do a short 1-3 minute presentation/discussion of their document.

Discuss as a whole group of the overall themes of the documents. Ask students how far the Women's Rights Movement has come since the time of the founding of the country until today. Ask the students if there are still any barriers to equality between men and women. 



	Assessment(s)
Evaluate- Students will write a letter to one of the founding women in the Women's Rights Movement: (Abigail Adams, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony.,etc...). In the letter students will describe some of the issues facing women in the past three centuries. Then they will discuss gender equality today.  What strides have been made in the Women's Rights Movement? Are there still issues to overcome? What would surprise/please the first suffragists?




Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions

Woman's Rights Convention, Held at Seneca Falls, 19-20 July 1848

When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one portion of the family of man to assume among the people of the earth a position different from that which they have hitherto occupied, but one to which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes that impel them to such a course.

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights governments are instituted, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. Whenever any form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of those who suffer from it to refuse allegiance to it, and to insist upon the institution of a new government, laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly, all experience hath shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their duty to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of the women under this government, and such is now the necessity which constrains them to demand the equal station to which they are entitled.

The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of man toward woman, having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has never permitted her to exercise her inalienable right to the elective franchise.

He has compelled her to submit to laws, in the formation of which she had no voice.

He has withheld from her rights which are given to the most ignorant and degraded men—both natives and foreigners.

Having deprived her of this first right of a citizen, the elective franchise, thereby leaving her without representation in the halls of legislation, he has oppressed her on all sides.

He has made her, if married, in the eye of the law, civilly dead.

He has taken from her all right in property, even to the wages she earns.

He has made her, morally, an irresponsible being, as she can commit many crimes with impunity, provided they be done in the presence of her husband. In the covenant of marriage, she is compelled to promise obedience to her husband, he becoming, to all intents and purposes, her master—the law giving him power to deprive her of her liberty, and to administer chastisement.

He has so framed the laws of divorce, as to what shall be the proper causes of divorce; in case of separation, to whom the guardianship of the children shall be given; as to be wholly regardless of the happiness of women—the law, in all cases, going upon the false supposition of the supremacy of man, and giving all power into his hands.

After depriving her of all rights as a married woman, if single and the owner of property, he has taxed her to support a government which recognizes her only when her property can be made profitable to it.

He has monopolized nearly all the profitable employments, and from those she is permitted to follow, she receives but a scanty remuneration.

He closes against her all the avenues to wealth and distinction, which he considers most honorable to himself. As a teacher of theology, medicine, or law, she is not known.

He has denied her the facilities for obtaining a thorough education—all colleges being closed against her.

He allows her in Church as well as State, but a subordinate position, claiming Apostolic authority for her exclusion from the ministry, and, with some exceptions, from any public participation in the affairs of the Church.

He has created a false public sentiment, by giving to the world a different code of morals for men and women, by which moral delinquencies which exclude women from society, are not only tolerated but deemed of little account in man.

He has usurped the prerogative of Jehovah himself, claiming it as his right to assign for her a sphere of action, when that belongs to her conscience and her God.

He has endeavored, in every way that he could to destroy her confidence in her own powers, to lessen her self-respect, and to make her willing to lead a dependent and abject life.

Now, in view of this entire disfranchisement of one-half the people of this country, their social and religious degradation,—in view of the unjust laws above mentioned, and because women do feel themselves aggrieved, oppressed, and fraudulently deprived of their most sacred rights, we insist that they have immediate admission to all the rights and privileges which belong to them as citizens of these United States.

In entering upon the great work before us, we anticipate no small amount of misconception, misrepresentation, and ridicule; but we shall use every instrumentality within our power to effect our object. We shall employ agents, circulate tracts, petition the State and national Legislatures, and endeavor to enlist the pulpit and the press in our behalf. We hope this Convention will be followed by a series of Conventions, embracing every part of the country.

Firmly relying upon the final triumph of the Right and the True, we do this day affix our signatures to this declaration.




19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: Women's Right to Vote (1920)

The 19th amendment guarantees all American women the right to vote. Achieving this milestone required a lengthy and difficult struggle; victory took decades of agitation and protest. Beginning in the mid-19th century, several generations of woman suffrage supporters lectured, wrote, marched, lobbied, and practiced civil disobedience to achieve what many Americans considered a radical change of the Constitution. Few early supporters lived to see final victory in 1920.

Beginning in the 1800s, women organized, petitioned, and picketed to win the right to vote, but it took them decades to accomplish their purpose. Between 1878, when the amendment was first introduced in Congress, and August 18, 1920, when it was ratified, champions of voting rights for women worked tirelessly, but strategies for achieving their goal varied. Some pursued a strategy of passing suffrage acts in each state—nine western states adopted woman suffrage legislation by 1912. Others challenged male-only voting laws in the courts. Militant suffragists used tactics such as parades, silent vigils, and hunger strikes. Often supporters met fierce resistance. Opponents heckled, jailed, and sometimes physically abused them.

By 1916, almost all of the major suffrage organizations were united behind the goal of a constitutional amendment. When New York adopted woman suffrage in 1917 and President Wilson changed his position to support an amendment in 1918, the political balance began to shift.

On May 21, 1919, the House of Representatives passed the amendment, and 2 weeks later, the Senate followed. When Tennessee became the 36th state to ratify the amendment on August 18, 1920, the amendment passed its final hurdle of obtaining the agreement of three-fourths of the states. Secretary of State Bainbridge Colby certified the ratification on August 26, 1920, changing the face of the American electorate forever.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Transcript of 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: Women's Right to Vote (1920)

Sixty-sixth Congress of the United States of America; At the First Session,

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the nineteenth day of May, one thousand nine hundred and nineteen.

JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution extending the right of suffrage to women.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled (two-thirds of each House concurring therein), That the following article is proposed as an amendment to the Constitution, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when ratified by the legislature of three-fourths of the several States.

"ARTICLE ————.

"The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation."


Petition for Universal Suffrage

1866

Now within the congressional records preserved in the National Archives in Washington, this petition from Stanton, Anthony, Lucy Stone, and other activists in New York City urged Congress to enfranchise women and black men at the same time. Congressman Thaddeus Stevens submitted the petition on 29 January 1866.
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Quotes from the 1963 book The Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan.

Chapter 1: The Problem That Has No Name
Friedan begins The Feminine Mystique with an introduction describing the problem that has no name—the widespread unhappiness of women. Using a practice that becomes common throughout the book, Friedan offers several case studies of unhappy women from around the United States, and she wonders whether this unhappiness is related to the female role of housewife.



“Each suburban wife struggles with it alone. As she made the beds, shopped for groceries, matched slipcover material, ate peanut butter sandwiches with her children, chauffeured Cub Scouts and Brownies, lay beside her husband at night- she was afraid to ask even of herself the silent question-- 'Is this all?” 




“It is perhaps beside the point to remark that bowling alleys and supermarkets have nursery facilities, while schools and colleges and scientific laboratories and government offices do not.” 




“In almost every professional field, in business and in the arts and sciences, women are still treated as second-class citizens. It would be a great service to tell girls who plan to work in society to expect this subtle, uncomfortable discrimination--tell them not to be quiet, and hope it will go away, but fight it. A girl should not expect special privileges because of her sex, but neither should she "adjust" to prejudice and discrimination” 




“Over and over again, stories in women's magazines insist that women can know fulfillment only at the moment of giving birth to a child. They deny the years when she can no longer look forward to giving birth, even if she repeats the act over and over again. In the feminine mystique, there is no other way for a woman to dream of creation or of the future. There is no other way she can even dream about herself, except as her children's mother, her husband's wife.” 





Written Document Analysis Worksheet- 

Women’s Rights Movement

Name: __________________

Period: 1  2  3  4  5  6  7

		TYPE OF DOCUMENT (Check one): 

		___ Newspaper 
___ Letter 
___ Patent 
___ Memorandum

		   

		___ Map
___ Telegram 
___ Press release 
___ Report

		   

		___ Advertisement 
___ Congressional record 
___ Census report 
___ Other







NAME OF THE DOCUMENT:

___________________________________________________________________________



		DATE(S) OF DOCUMENT: 
___________________________________________________________________________

		



		

		



		AUTHOR (OR CREATOR) OF THE DOCUMENT: 
___________________________________________________________________________

POSITION (TITLE): 
___________________________________________________________________________ 



		FOR WHAT AUDIENCE WAS THE DOCUMENT WRITTEN?
___________________________________________________________________________



		DOCUMENT INFORMATION:

A. List three things the author said that you think are important to the Women’s Rights Movement: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Why do you think this document was written?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C. What evidence in the document helps you know why it was written? Quote from the document.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D. List two things the document tells you about women’s life in the United States at the time it was written:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E. Write a question to the author that is left unanswered by the document:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

F. How does this document compare to the other documents you have read about the Women’s Rights Movement? Are the main issues in this document the same/different? Explain.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Modified from the Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC 20408. 




LETTERS BETWEEN ABIGAIL ADAMS AND HER HUSBAND JOHN ADAMS- PRIMARY SOURCES

MARCH 31, 1776-ABIGAIL ADAMS TO JOHN ADAMS

        "I long to hear that you have declared an independency. And, by the way, in the new code of laws which I suppose it will be necessary for you to make, I desire you would remember the ladies and be more generous and favorable to them than your ancestors.

        "Do not put such unlimited power into the hands of the husbands.

        "Remember, all men would be tyrants if they could. If particular care and attention is not paid to the ladies, we are determined to foment a rebellion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any laws in which we have no voice or representation.

        "That your sex are naturally tyrannical is a truth so thoroughly established as to admit of no dispute; but such of you as wish to be happy willingly give up -- the harsh tide of master for the more tender and endearing one of friend.

        "Why, then, not put it out of the power of the vicious and the lawless to use us with cruelty and indignity with impunity? 

        "Men of sense in all ages abhor those customs which treat us only as the (servants) of your sex; regard us then as being placed by Providence under your protection, and in imitation of the Supreme Being make use of that power only for our happiness."

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

APRIL 14, 1776- JOHN ADAMS TO ABIGAIL ADAMS

        "As to your extraordinary code of laws, I cannot but laugh.

        "We have been told that our struggle has loosened the bonds of government everywhere; that children and apprentices were disobedient; that schools and colleges were grown turbulent; that Indians slighted their guardians, and negroes grew insolent to their masters.

        "But your letter was the first intimation that another tribe, more numerous and powerful than all the rest, were grown discontented.

        "This is rather too coarse a compliment, but you are so saucy, I won't blot it out.

        "Depend upon it, we know better than to repeal our masculine systems. Although they are in full force, you know they are little more than theory. We dare not exert our power in its full latitude. We are obliged to go fair and softly, and, in practice, you know we are the subjects.

        "We have only the name of masters, and rather than give up this, which would completely subject us to the despotism of the petticoat, I hope General Washington and all our brave heroes would fight."

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MAY 7, 1776- ABIGAIL ADAMS TO JOHN ADAMS

        "I cannot say that I think you are very generous to the ladies; for, whilst you are proclaiming peace and good-will to men, emancipating all nations, you insist upon retaining an absolute power over wives.

        "But you must remember that arbitrary power is like most other things which are very hard, very liable to be broken; and, notwithstanding all your wise laws and maxims, we have it in our power, not only to free ourselves, but to subdue our masters, and without violence, throw both your natural and legal authority at our feet."


