








	Spring Branch ISD Model Lesson Plan
Laura Davis
Teacher


	[bookmark: Text2]Course:  U.S. History
	Unit of Study:  The New Republic (the First Five presidents)
	Title of lesson:
Do Your Job! (Presidential Policies)

	[bookmark: Text3]Grade Level:  8th Grade
	
	Time Frame of lesson: 1-4 weeks

	ENDURING UNDERSTANDING(S):  How do the big ideas show up in this content’s curriculum? What do you want students to remember 10 years down the road?

	
A The system of checks and balances was tested during the early republic era. [Concepts: 1]
B Different views on how to run the government lead to Political Parties. [Concepts: 2]
C The survival and prosperity of the United States depended on the strength of the economy. [Concepts: 3] 
D  In a federalist system, the national government has more power than the state government. [Concepts: 4]
E  The U.S. could not maintain isolationism when their economy was floundering and their human rights were being violated.

	CONCEPT STATEMENT(S): The big ideas that spiral through all social studies curriculum.
	ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S): Personalized, open-ended questions which build relevancy to curriculum for students.

	· Representative government is based on a tradition of independent decision-making.
· The creation of a republic requires that a combination of political, economic and diplomatic activities occur together.
· The contributions made by individual leaders can have a major impact on the history of an area.


	1 What role should the United States play in world problems? [EU: E]
2 Which of the first 7 presidents adhered to the principles of the Constitution the best? [EU: A And D]
3 What role should government play in the economy? [EU: C]



	THREE PART OBJECTIVE: (Content, Cognitive Blooms Level, and Proving Behavior)

	Given information on the major events and accomplishments of the first five presidents, TLW evaluate the accomplishments of the first five presidents by writing an essay that identifies and analyzes their foreign, domestic and economic policy.


	LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE(S): (Aligned with ELPS/Choose those appropriate to your students.)

	Learning Strategies
	

	Listening
	

	Speaking
	

	Reading
	

	Writing
	.

	TEKS COVERED IN THIS LESSON: Aligned to the 2010 Essential Knowledge and Skills

	(5)  History. The student understands the challenges confronted by the government and its leaders in the early years of the republic and the Age of Jackson. The student is expected to:
(A)  describe major domestic problems faced by the leaders of the new republic such as maintaining national security, building a military, creating a stable economic system, setting up the court system, and defining the authority of the central government;
(E)  identify the foreign policies of presidents Washington through Monroe and explain the impact of Washington's Farewell Address and the Monroe Doctrine



	TEACHER TO TEACHER NOTES:

	By the time you complete this lesson, the students should already have notes and a basic understanding of the events and terms associated with the first five presidents.  They should refer to those notes to complete the essay.  A list of important terms is attached to this lesson.  As you lead students to the culmination of this unit (the essay), it is necessary to teach several mini-lessons that will give them the meanings of isolation vs. involved foreign policy, strict vs. loose construction of the Constitution, and state government power vs. federal government power.  Students will also need to know the terms foreign policy, domestic policy and economic policy.  It is helpful to have student notes divided up this way to begin with (see attached important terms list).  They will need to understand these to complete the essay.  


	VISUALS, MATERIALS, AND TEXTS:
	RESOURCES & TECHNOLOGY

	· Creating America textbook
· Essay planning worksheet
· Five Presidents essay rubric






	

	PROCEDURES/ACTIVITIES
Remember Horizontal Teaching:

	LESSON COMPONENT
	CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

	SET:  Who gets to decide if a president is a good president?  What makes a good president?  


	Teacher should ask for student responses and ideas.  Teacher should guide the students to the idea of popular sovereignty and republicanism.  Teacher can make a list on the board of all the things the students say make a good president.  

	INPUT: 
1. Then, the teacher should use this time to remind students that each president has to make decisions about foreign, domestic and economic policy.  It is the up to the people to decide if a president has done his job in these areas.  

2. Explain to the students that they are going to evaluate the first five presidents and decide if they collectively did a good or bad job.  

3. Pass out the “First Five Presidents Essay Planning Sheet”



	

	MODEL:
Guide students through completing the foreign policy section.  Refer to student notes and let students give the teacher ideas on what proof she should use to back up her claim.  

	Teacher should ask students for help filling out this first section.  If the teacher would like to have the students complete the whole planning sheet on their own, she should make another claim from a previous unit and have the students prove it with facts their remember from history.  For example: “The patriots were not traitors to their country.”

	GUIDED PRACTICE:
Students should complete the first five presidents planning sheet on their own.  They should use their notes and textbook to make their decisions and find their proof.  As the students complete the foreign, domestic and economic policy sections, the teacher should have another mini-lesson on how to write the introduction and conclusion.  
Teacher and students should discuss what it looks like to turn their planning worksheets into sentences that the students can use to write their essay.  

Independent practice:
Students complete planning sheet and write essay.


	Teacher should walk around and check the proof that the students are using to back up their claims.  The students should be able to verbally explain their decision to use the proof that they choose.  

Teacher should guide the students through the original question and proof that they provided for her during her modeling.  Teacher should ask students to turn that into sentences that can be used in an essay and write it out in front of the students using the projector or document camera.

	CLOSURE:
Share and peer edit the essays.   Put a checklist on the board.  Have a partner go through the checklist and make sure those things are in their partner’s essay.  These should be things that you think are important to have in the essay in order to get a good grade
	

	ASSESSMENT(S)

	The assessment is the completion of the planning sheet and then the essay.  





	ACCOMMODATIONS/ENRICHMENTS

	Accommodations:

Enrichment:


	SILENT/SUSTAINED READING RESOURCES

	


	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS
Elementary Only
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