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	[bookmark: Text3]Grade Level: Fifth
	
	Time Frame of lesson: 2 class periods


	
	
	Teacher: Marcia Looper

	ENDURING UNDERSTANDING(S):  

	A. The Constitution was written to create a more effective government for the United States individual citizens have rights including freedom of religion, speech, and press and the right to assemble and petition the government
B. The Constitution endures because it balances power, fosters compromise and provides for change. 
C. The Bill of Rights protects the rights and liberties of Americans from the abuses of government. 



	CONCEPT STATEMENT(S): The big ideas that spiral through all social studies curriculum.
	ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S): Personalized, open-ended questions which build relevancy to curriculum for students.

	1. A written constitution sets forth the terms and limits of a government’s power.
2. Government is created out of necessity to protect human rights.
3. The structure of a government reflects the basic values of the society.
4. New rules are often created in response to perceived injustices of the past.
5. Democratic governments must balance the rights of individuals with the common good.

	
1. Which rights guaranteed in the Bill of Rights do you think are the most valuable and important and why do you feel that way?  
2. How is it possible for the electoral vote to produce a different result than the nation-wide popular vote?
3. What do you think happens if no presidential candidate gets 270 Electoral votes?


	THREE PART OBJECTIVE: (Content, Cognitive Blooms Level, and Proving Behavior)

	Given read-aloud, Grace for President, and BrainPOP video on U.S. Presidential Elections regarding the electoral process in a presidential election, the student will participate in an electoral college simulation, and then write a response defending the electoral process.

	LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE(S): (Aligned with ELPS/Choose those appropriate to your students.)

	Learning Strategies
	1A The students will use visual discovery and picture books to learn new vocabulary regarding Electoral College process.



	Listening
	2E The students will use supports such as picture book, Grace for President and BrainPOP video to enhance understanding of the electoral process.


	Speaking
	3B The students will use new vocabulary to describe how the president is elected in the USA.


	Reading
	4K  The students will show comprehension of text regarding the electoral process.


	Writing
	5F  The students will write using a variety of sentence frames and selected vocabulary about the conflicts regarding the occupation of the Ohio River Valley.



	TEKS COVERED IN THIS LESSON: Aligned to the  Essential Knowledge and Skills

	TEKS Content Objectives:  
5.05 B	Identify the accomplishments of individuals who have made contributions to society; civil rights, women’s rights, military actions, politics.
5.16 B	Explain the purposes of the U.S. Constitution as identified in the Preamble of the Constitution.
5.17 A	Identify and explain the basic functions of the three branches of government. 
5.17 B	Identify the reasons for and describe the system of checks and balances outlined in the U.S. Constitution.
5.17 C	Distinguish between national and state governments and compare their responsibilities in the U.S. federal system.
5.19      Citizenship. The student understands the importance of individual participation in the democratic process. The student is expected to: (A)  explain how individuals can participate in civic affairs and political parties at the national level; (B)  analyze the role of the individual in national elections; (C)  identify significant individuals such as César Chávez and Benjamin Franklin who modeled active participation in the democratic process.
5.20      Citizenship. The student understands the importance of effective leadership in a democratic society. The student is expected to: (A)  identify leaders in the national governments, including the president and selected members of Congress, and their political parties; and (B)  identify and compare leadership qualities of national leaders, past and present.
5.21 D	Summarize selected amendments to the U.S. Constitution such as those that extended voting rights of U.S. citizens.
TEKS Skills Objectives:  
(5.27)  Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working independently and with others, in a variety of settings.
5.27 A  Use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution.
5.28B  Use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement a decision.

Social Emotional Learning (SEL) - Guidance Content Areas/Skill Levels:
Motivation to Achieve
· Develop their leadership skills
· Describe the qualities of people they perceive to be effective leaders
· Recognize their leadership skills and qualities and those of others
· Describe the consequences of taking responsibility
Decision-making, Goal-setting, Planning, Problem-solving Skills
· Make decisions
· Define and explain the importance of each of the steps in the decision-making process
· Analyze their own skills for making personal and educational decisions
· Describe how their beliefs contribute to their decisions
· Describe the skills necessary for making decisions and choosing alternative in planning for and pursuing goals
· Solve problems
· Demonstrate understanding of the use of a problem-solving process
· Demonstrate understanding of their own strategies for problem-solving
Interpersonal Effectiveness
· Respect others
· Become aware that each individual is unique
· Demonstrate understanding that similarities and differences among people are valuable
· Demonstrate a variety of ways to solve conflicts with others
· Respect others’ ideas/opinions/feelings
· Maintain their person integrity while participating in groups
· Demonstrate the ability to function effectively in groups without loss of personal integrity
· Demonstrate understanding that peer pressure influences them positively/negatively
Responsible Behavior
· Take responsibility for their own behaviors
· Demonstrate consideration and respect for the feelings, property, and physical well-being of others
· Become aware that their beliefs affect their behaviors
· Identify personal behavioral beliefs and those of their basic groups
· Identify behaviors that illustrate respect for themselves and for others
· Describe how emotions affect their behavior
· Recognize that judgments are made on their behaviors and attitudes
Developmental Assets: 21. Achievement motivation, 27. Equality and social justice, 28. Integrity, 30. Responsibility, 32. Planning and decision-making, 33. Interpersonal competence, 36.  Peaceful conflict resolution


	TEACHER TO TEACHER NOTES:

	Grace for President by Kelly DiPucchio is the perfect book to explain the electoral college! Determined to become the first female President of the United States, Grace enters her first race in the mock election at her school. The race appears to offer some stiff competition...especially among the boys who seem intent to vote for "the best man" in the race. Another hurdle is understanding the electoral college, but her teacher handles that in a clever way that not only helps the students understand it, but also the readers! The electoral college simulation is unforgettable!

	VISUALS, MATERIALS, AND TEXTS:
	RESOURCES & TECHNOLOGY

	
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/namerica/usstates/electorl.gif Electoral College Map for Kids

Grace for President by Kelly DiPucchio is the perfect book for preparing your students of all ages for a presidential election. The educator Bruno was famous for saying, "You can teach anything to anyone if you make it simple enough." This book fits that bill and adds fun to boot!

http://suzyred.com/pbks2011_Grace_for_President.html  Activities to support Grace for President

http://pinterest.com/miglhe/presidential-election-resources/ Pinterest resources on elections
	http://bensguide.gpo.gov/index.html  Guide to U.S. Government for kids.
http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/  White House website has Quizzes and Games  on the U.S. Constitution and Presidents.
http://magazines.scholastic.com/election-2012 Election 2012
http://www.congressforkids.net/Elections_electoralmap.htm Congress for Kids
http://www.gallopade.com/client/electionsForKids/ElectoralCollege.html Elections for Kids
http://www.nick.com/kpp/ Kids Pick the President
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/teach.html U.S. Electoral College Teaching Resources
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/about.html Video: What is the Electoral College
BrainPOP: U.S. Presidential Elections
This one on Presidential Elections briefly explains the election process, and you ‘ll see a link to More About the Electoral College.  The Electoral College slide show gives a bit more detail and ends with an interactive Electoral College map that shows how many electoral votes each state has.  Use your mouse to zoom around the map, region by region.

http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/calculator.html Electoral College Calculator
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/government/theelectoralcollege.htm  Social Studies for Kids
http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/ National Archives
http://www.timeforkids.com/minisite/election-2012 Time for Kids


	PROCEDURES/ACTIVITIES
Remember Horizontal Teaching:

	LESSON COMPONENT
	CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

	SET:

Did you know that voters in the United States don't vote for the president? People actually vote for a group of electors when they go to the polls on Election Day. These electors have pledged to support a party's nominee for president. In many states the ballot lists only the names of the nominees and not the names of the electors, so many people believe they are voting for the president.

Today we are going to look at how we elect a president in our country.   Article II of our constitution set up a very specific way that our president is elected.   It is very unique from the way we elect any of our other legislators.  They are elected by popular vote.  For example, the candidate who gets the most votes wins.   The President however is elected through a process known as the Electoral College.”

Read Grace for President by Kelly DiPucchio.  We are going to learn about electoral votes, representatives, constituents, polls, and rallies, all in ways that make sense to kids. 

	1. What do you think the story is about based on the front cover?  
2. What kind of president is Grace running for?  
3. Do you think she will win?
4. Why would boys only vote for boys and girls only vote for girls? Is that right?
5. What are qualities of a good president?  
6. Would you want to be president of the United States?  Why or why not?  
7. What would you do if you were president of the United States?  Of your classroom? 
8. If running for class president, how might you convince others to vote for you?

	INPUT: The framers of our Constitution were concerned about a president being elected by a certain state simply because they had more people than anyone else.  It would be similar to electing a student body president at school where every class had a candidate.  The largest class would win and that candidate would obviously make decisions to help his or her class.  That’s why they chose the Electoral College.  To make sure all areas of the country had at least some say in who became president and the president would then represent the issues of a majority of people.  Let’s watch this BrainPOP video about the Electoral College.



	Students will be given 3 post-its to take notes.  Ask students to record three facts about the Electoral College.

	MODEL:  
BrainPOP: U.S. Presidential Elections
This one on Presidential Elections briefly explains the election process, and you ‘ll see a link to More About the Electoral College.  The Electoral College slide show gives a bit more detail and ends with an interactive Electoral College map that shows how many electoral votes each state has.  Use your mouse to zoom around the map, region by region.

Let’s look at this Electoral College Map for kids. (http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/namerica/usstates/electorl.gif 



	Class Discussion:
1. How many total Electoral Votes are there?  
2. Does anyone know how a candidate gets Electoral Votes? 
3. Does anyone know how many Electoral Votes it takes to be elected President? 
4. When a president gets 270 or more votes they are said to go “over the top.” 
5. What happens if one candidate gets the most popular votes while another gets the most electoral votes?  The candidate with the most electoral votes wins. 


	GUIDED PRACTICE:

Here is the situation:  It is Election Day and we are electing a president.  Here are the two Candidates: Charlie Brown and Lucy Van Pelt.  All the electoral votes have be counted except the ones from your states.  Right now it is tied with a total of 239 votes each.  The candidate receiving 270 votes will win and become the next president. 

Here is a sample list of issues for each candidate:
	Issues
	Charlie Brown
	Lucy Van Pelt

	Foreign
	Likes French Fries
	Likes Tater Tots  

	Social
	Likes Basketball at Recess
	Likes Kickball at Recreation Time

	Economics
	Is For Parents giving Allowances
	Against Parents Giving Allowance

	Health Care
	Against Schools Administering 
free Medicines
	For Schools Administering Medicines



1. Please make up your mind as to how you will vote based on these issues. 
2. Normally in a presidential election we would vote secret ballot but in the essence of time you will just need to raise your hand. 
3. Let’s start with the “Great State of Colorado.”  Who votes for Charlie Brown and who votes for Lucy Van Pelt? (Count votes, declare a winner and add those electoral votes on the board keeping a running tally-  For example if Charlie Brown wins Colorado, then put  247 in the blank beside his name and 239 beside Lucy’s to keep up-to-date electoral count).
4. Go through each state from Colorado thru Illinois.   
5. When a candidate reaches the 270 mark declare that we have a new president because that state has pushed him “over the top.”  Continue to go through the other states to get the final tally.  
6. If there is a tie in a state then flip a coin to determine the winner. Explain sometimes the votes can be very close in each state.



	Turn and talk to your neighbor:
1. How is it possible for the electoral vote to produce a different result than the nation-wide popular vote?
2. What do you think happens if no presidential candidate gets 270 Electoral votes?
3. What would happen if there was a tie?

	CLOSURE: 

http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/historical.html  Go to the National Archives to see some Historical Election Results.

Refer back to Grace for President by Kelly DiPucchio.  Students will write a response in their journals defending the electoral process.


	· How is it possible for the electoral vote to produce a different result than the nation-wide popular vote?
· What is the difference between the winner-takes-all rule and proportional voting, and which states follow which rule?
· What happens if no presidential candidate gets 270 Electoral votes?
· What would happen if two candidates tied in a state’s popular vote, or if there was a dispute as to the winner?
· What impact does a candidate’s concession speech have on the Electoral College process?


	ASSESSMENT(S)

	Stage of Language Acquisition
	Proving Behavior

	Native Speakers and Advanced Fluency
	Students will create declarative, interrogative, and exclamatory sentences to describe the electoral process in the presidential election.

	Intermediate Fluency
	Students will share in cooperative groups about the electoral process in the presidential election.

	Speech Emergence
	Students will speak using the words electoral college, electoral vote, ballot and election to describe the electoral process in the presidential election.

	Early Production
	Students will speak using the words president, vote, election and electoral college to describe the electoral process in the presidential election.

	Preproduction
	Students will pronounce the words president, vote, election and electoral college.


	ACCOMMODATIONS/ENRICHMENTS

	

	SILENT/SUSTAINED READING RESOURCES

	1. Of Thee I Sing: Letters to my Daughter by: Barack Obama
2. Smart About the Presidents by: Jon Buller, Susan Schade and Jill Weber
3. Class President by Johanna Hurwitz and Sheila Hamanaka
4. So You Want to Be President by Judith St. George
5. If I Ran for President By Catherine Stier
6. Duck for President By Doreen Cronin
7. My Teacher for President by Kay Winters
8. The Class Election from the Black Lagoon by Mike Thaler
9. Voting and Elections by Patricia Murphy
10. Marvin Redost, Class President by Louis Sacha


	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS
Elementary Only

	Reading/oral language – Read some campaign speeches.  Have students decide what parts need emphasis, excitement, seriousness, etc.

Writing – Write a persuasive paragraph convincing classmates you would be a good class president.   Make a slogan that you would use if running for class president?

Math/ Technology –
· Graph presidents’ ages at inauguration.  
· Identify presidents on coins and bills.
· Create a timeline of past presidents.  
· Construct a probability chart for who will win the classroom election

Social Studies –
· Research various presidents and find facts such as what they are remembered for.  
· Learn about the 4 presidents on Mt. Rushmore (Grace’s face is added to Mt. Rushmore on the back of the book.)
· Discuss the US President and why he is important.

Art – Make a campaign poster for the candidate you believe should win.

Music – Sing patriotic songs.

Cooking/food - Have cupcakes like Grace brought to school.
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