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	Spring Branch ISD Model Lesson Plan

Laura Davis
Trip to Mars


	Course:  U. S. History
	Unit of Study:  
Exploration and Colonization
	Title of lesson: Trip to Mars

	Grade Level:  8
	
	Time Frame of lesson:  1-2 class periods

	ENDURING UNDERSTANDING(S):  How do the big ideas show up in this content’s curriculum? What do you want students to remember 10 years down the road?

	Religious and economic factors caused people to leave Europe and move to the vast territory of the Americas 



	CONCEPT STATEMENT(S): The big ideas that spiral through all social studies curriculum.
	ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S): Personalized, open-ended questions which build relevancy to curriculum for students.

	Various factors push people from their home and pull them to a new place.

	Why do people leave their homes to move to a new place? 

	THREE PART OBJECTIVE: (Content, Cognitive Blooms Level, and Proving Behavior)

	Given various primary sources from colonization times, the learner will summarize the various reasons for English colonization by answering a brief 3-minute essay question and creating an advertisement for settlement in three types of colonies (social, economic, religious).  


	LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE(S): (Aligned with ELPS/Choose those appropriate to your students.)

	Learning Strategies
	

	Listening
	

	Speaking
	

	Reading
	

	Writing
	Individually, the students will use simple and complex sentences to write about the reasons for English settlement.

	TEKS COVERED IN THIS LESSON: Aligned to the 2010 Essential Knowledge and Skills

	8.2A Identify reasons for European exploration and colonization of North America. SEL
8.2B Compare political, economic, and social reasons for establishment of the 13 colonies.


	TEACHER TO TEACHER NOTES:

	· The students should refer to the textbook at some point during this lesson so that they can read a concise version of colonization.  It might be a good homework assignment to have them read in Creating America or complete the colonization section in the Reading Study Guide ancillary that comes with Creating America. 
· This lesson works very well as a left-side, right-side activity in the students’ interactive notebooks.

· It will be helpful if the students know and understand the following words before the lesson: settlement, colonize (colonization and colony)

· Depending on time, the assessment can be a homework assignment that is shared the next day in class, or it could be another day’s in-class assignment.  

· This lesson does not cover the 4th reason that people move – political – because the English colonies were not founded for political reasons.  It would be worth mentioning this and introducing the acronym PERS to help the students remember the idea.


	VISUALS, MATERIALS, AND TEXTS:
	RESOURCES & TECHNOLOGY

	· Primary sources by James Oglethorpe, John Winthrop, Thomas Munn

· 13 colonies chart and reasons for founding


	Textbooks: Creating America p.66-87 and History Alive p. 27-29, 35-46

	PROCEDURES/ACTIVITIES

Remember Horizontal Teaching:

	LESSON COMPONENT
	CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

	SET:  If human beings were able to live on Mars, do you think we should start sending people there?  Give 5 sentences explaining your opinion.


	After students complete the set, students should share their thoughts with the rest of the class.  The teacher should list their ideas on the board for everyone to see.  

	INPUT: 

1. The teacher should explain that the English had various reasons for sending people to colonize the new world.  

2. Have students title a page in their notebooks “English Reasons for Colonization”. After their complete their analysis of the primary source documents, the students should be able to list the three reasons for colonization.  

	

	MODEL:
Pass out Thomas Munn Primary source.  Read through main points as a class.  Ask the class the following questions (students should list these in their notebooks): 

· What do you notice? (observations)

· What questions do you have? (questions)

· What do you think Thomas Munn was saying about the reasons for colonization? (interpretation)


	Students suggest answers as part of a class discussion.  As students get to the answer “economic” (also profit or money), the teacher should list it on the board as the #1 (out of 3) reason for colonization.

	GUIDED PRACTICE:

1. Explain that students will now go through the same process and read the two other primary sources (continuing to list their observations, questions and interpretations in their notebooks). They should list their guesses for the other two reasons for colonization on paper provided by the teacher – do not have them write it in their notes yet.  (this could be done individually or in small groups)

2. After students have hypothesized about the other two reasons, discuss their ideas with the class.  Teacher should write the correct answers on the board. 

3. Pass out the 13 colonies chart and explain that all thirteen colonies had religious, economic and social reasons for being established.

4. Have students name the colonies established for economic reasons, religious reasons and social reasons.  

Students should highlight the important names and ideas in the chart and glue it into their notebooks

	The class discussion of their “guesses” will serve as a check for understanding.  As the students get to the answers religious, economic, social

	CLOSURE: 
3 minute write: People move from their homes for different reasons.  Prove this statement using your notes from today and give one example from a specific colony.

	Students should use the chart and their knowledge from the day to answer this as they exit the room.  Students may respond on an exit ticket or in their student notebooks.  

	ASSESSMENT(S)

	Students should make an advertisement encouraging settlement in one of the colonies.  This should include a slogan, an illustration, color, the name of the colony and the founder, main reason for the settlement (religious, economic, social).  Give a specific example of the activity of the colony that justifies student choice. Students should also write a brief 5 sentence paragraph convincing other settlers to come to their chosen colony to be read to the class (this could be done as a jingle).

	

	Accommodations: You may always reduce sentence requirements or modify the text to include less complicated words and phrases.

Enrichment: You can have the students look at more than one primary source for each.


	SILENT/SUSTAINED READING RESOURCES

	

	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS

Elementary Only
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