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Model Lesson Plan

Joel Spaulding

Mission West Elementary

	Course:

American History
	Title of Unit:

Causes of the Civil War
	Title of Lesson:

The bold frontier. A journey into the unknown.



	Grade Level:

5
	
	Time Frame:

5 days.  30 minute blocks


	Description
This lesson allows students to explore the fundamental differences between northern and southern interest preceding the civil war. 



	TEKS Objectives 
4.E. The student will learn to identify characteristics of sectionalism of the United States and the cause of the Civil War


	Teacher to Teacher Notes
This lesson is aimed at encouraging the students to immerse into American history. Students will research both sides of major causes of the Civil War. This will include two days of researching and two more days of script writing. This lesson can be handled in two different forums; a partner presentation in acting roles, or a more high tech way using a semi-free website called xtranormal.com. As a note, I would model xtranormal.com to your students before they begin this assignment so that they clearly understand the capabilities of the website as well as the expectations that are required from them.




	Materials needed:

Textbook, Internet access computers, supplemental research materials (optional), paper and pencil. Research worksheets (included) 

Rubric (Included) PowerPoint (included)

	Websites used:
1) 
www.xtranormal.com



	Procedures/Activities
Day 1: Introduction and research

Begin this lesson with the end. Inform students about the basics about the civil war using the included PowerPoint. By showing students the horrors of the Civil War, it will intrigue their interest of what could have possible led to this.  
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Break students into even numbered groups, with no more than four in a group. After groups are made, hand out the research worksheet (included) and instruct students to search through their textbooks filling out the required information. Students may either look for information together for both the north and the south, or assign sub groups for each region. 

Monitor student progress and guide their exploration. 
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Day 2: Research/organize

Have students return to their groups a complete the research that was begun the day before. Once research is complete, ask students to discuss in their groups the differences between the north and the south, and possible reasons that conflict might have occurred. 

Day 3: Script writing 

Instruct students to create two characters, the first being a person from the north, and the second being from the south. Have students write a dialogue between the two characters explaining the differences between the two regions. Have each character alternate paragraphs pointing out important points for their side, and flaws about the other side. Again, modeling is important so that kids can see examples and can understand expectations.

Day 4: Script writing/production

Instruct students to complete the scripts for their dialogue. Once the script is completed and edited, students may use the compute to begin work on xtranormal.com. If you have elected to not use the software, have students rehearse their dialogue. 

Day 5: Presentations

Each group will present to the class. They will be graded based on the rubric provided below. 
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	Assessment(s)
Teachers can formally assess students by collecting their research sheets at the conclusion of the assignment as well as the presentation itself. Teachers can also assess the students writing based on the script turned in at the conclusion for the project. 


	Instructional Alternatives

If computers and technology is not available, students can create a dialogue and perform as the characters themselves.  

	Interdisciplinary Connections

The activity combines ELA and social studies to create an interactive activity that allows students to explore American History while implementing creative writing strategies. ELA TEKS 15 (A-E) and TEK 19. 
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