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Model Lesson Plan

Melody McClean

Oakland Elementary

Fort Bend ISD

	Course:

Social Studies
	Title of Unit:

Explain Patriotic Symbols
	Title of Lesson:

“O Say Can You See….” the history behind “The Star-Spangled Banner”

	Grade Level:

5th
	
	Time Frame:

3-30 minute sessions


	Description

Students will create a visual of “The Star-Spangled Banner” by working in groups and creating posters depicting the words of the poem. It is important that students understand the significance of our national symbols and the history that inspired them. 


	TEKS Objectives 
5.17B The student is expected to sing or recite “The Star-Spangled Banner” and explain its history.

5.17A The student is expected to explain various patriotic symbols, including Uncle Sam, and political symbols such as the donkey and elephant.
5.24B The student will analyze information by…finding the main idea [and] summarizing.

ELPS Objectives 
             c1C use techniques to learn new vocabulary

c2G understand general meaning, main points, and details

c3E share in cooperative groups

c4G show comprehension of English text individually and in groups


	Teacher to Teacher Notes

The teacher will supply each student with the words to “The Star-Spangled Banner”, chart paper, and various trade books over the War of 1812, Francis Scott Key, and the writing of the poem. Students will be required to have their interactive notebook, markers, map pencils, crayons.



	Materials needed:

1. A copy of the words of The Star-Spangled Banner
2. Trade books over Francis Scott Key & The Star-Spangled Banner. Suggested titles: 

· The Star-Spangled Banner by Francis Scott Key edited by Ann Owen;

· The Star-Spangled Banner by Debbie L. Yanuck; 

· The National Anthem by Pamela Dell; 

· Francis Scott Key: Patriotic Poet by Susan R. Gregson;

· The Story of the Star-Spangled Banner by Ryan Jacobson;

· The Star-Spangled Banner by Catherine A. Welch

3. Chart paper (Post-it Brand to stick to the wall)
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	Websites used:

http://kids.niehs.nih.gov/lyrics/
spangle.htm




	Procedures/Activities
Engage: play a recorded version of “The Star-Spangled Banner”; read one of the selected picture books to the students  which includes information about the War of 1812 and the circumstances under which Francis Scott Key wrote “The Star-Spangled Banner” (I recommend using the Catherine Welch book, The Star-Spangled Banner, reading pages 17-25, paying special attention to the punctuation in the lyrics.  Help students understand that all of this was a question for him—not a “given” that the United States had won this battle and our flag was still flying over the fort.  This particular except on pages 17-25 is short and concise.)
Explain: discuss with students the fact that many times, we recite or sing from rote memory and don’t really process the words or stop to think what they actually mean or are saying (example—every morning we say The Pledge of Allegiance,  the Texas Pledge, and our Oakland pledge, but do we really stop and think about what the words mean?). Say, “Today, class, we are going to look at the words to “The Star-Spangled Banner “and actually analyze and understand what they say. We will also discuss the setting and circumstances around the author while he wrote them.”

Explore: Take the following steps to teach the lesson:

1. Give each student a copy of the words to “The Star-Spangled Banner” to glue in his/her interactive notebook.

2. Have the students work with a group (assign groups of 3-4 or work in their table group) and circle any words in the song which may be unfamiliar. Each group should discuss what they think the words might mean (use context clues, knowledge of root words, punctuation marks, etc.) Students may use the picture books provided by the teacher and may read them in their groups to further enhance their understanding of the scenario during the War of 1812.

3. Discuss with students the unfamiliar words.  Have them write a definition for each unfamiliar word.  The following is a suggested list of words from the song which may need to be defined by the teacher in whole group discussion

                *hailed, twilight, gleaming, ramparts, gallantly

4. Divide the song into 5 “parts” (indicated by color below). 
                Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn's early light, 
                What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming? 
                Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thru the perilous fight, 
                O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 
                And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
                Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 
                O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave 
                O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
5. Have the students work with his/her assigned group to decide what their assigned lines are “saying”—reminding them that they probably need to pay special attention to the punctuation marks as well. It is important that the teacher is checking for understanding by moving around the room, talking with each group, and guiding the students toward the correct depiction of their words.

6. Each group will use the chart paper to draw the depiction of what is happening in his/her lines.  (It might be even more fun if each group were unaware of who has what groups of words and see if they can put all the chart paper drawings in the right order once everyone is finished.)

7. Once each group has finished their work and displayed and explained their posters, discuss with students the importance of the punctuation marks (he was actually asking and wondering if our most precious national symbol had withstood the fight during the night and was still flying over Fort McHenry), and how powerful Key’s words actually are when taken in the context of their writing. 

8. Display the posters in the correct order in the hallway of your school.


	Assessment(s)
Evaluate; students will make a journal entry about the experience of the assignment.  Ideas for writing might include 

· What did you learn that you didn’t already know?

· How does knowing the circumstances under which Key wrote the poem make the words more powerful to you?

· How do you think you might use this knowledge of the words to The Star-Spangled Banner in the future?

· Did you learn any vocabulary words?  Do you think you might use these words again sometime?



	Instructional Alternatives

Extend: go home and ask your parents what they know about “The Star-Spangled Banner” and Francis Scott Key.  Were you able to teach them something they didn’t already know?

	Interdisciplinary Connections

ELA TEKS:
 5.25 communicates in written, oral, and visual forms

        A. incorporate main and supporting ideas in verbal and written communication

        B. create written and visual material

        C. use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation
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Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn's early light,


What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming? 


          Whose broad stripes and bright stars,


thru the perilous fight, 
          O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 


           And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 


           Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 


            O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave 
            O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn's early light,


What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming? 


          Whose broad stripes and bright stars,


thru the perilous fight, 
          O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 


           And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 



           Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 



            O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave 
            O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?
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Analyzing Historical Documents with SOAPSTone


Title of Document: ______________________________________


Speaker: (who created it) ___________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________

Occasion: (time and place-use your background information)


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Audience: (who was this document addressed to) __________________


_________________________________________________________


Purpose: (reason this document was created) _____________________


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________

Subject: (what is the main idea of the document) __________________

_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________

Tone: (attitude of the document) ______________________________

_________________________________________________________


