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	Spring Branch ISD Model Lesson Plan

Rosa Mireya Castro
 5th grade teacher-WVE

	Course:  Social Studies
	Unit of Study: 
 Constitution
	Title of lesson: Checks and Balances-Branches of Government

	Grade Level:  5th
	
	Time Frame of lesson: 2-45 min. sessions 

	ENDURING UNDERSTANDING(S):  How do the big ideas show up in this content’s curriculum? What do you want students to remember 10 years down the road?

	· The Constitution both grants power to and limits the power of the president. The president must share power with the other branches of government. 
· The Constitution was written to create a more effective government for the United States
· The Constitution endures because it balances power, fosters compromise and provides for change. 

	CONCEPT STATEMENT(S): The big ideas that spiral through all social studies curriculum.
	ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S): Personalized, open-ended questions which build relevancy to curriculum for students.

	1. A written constitution sets forth the terms and limits of a government’s power and created the framework for a governement that works.
2. Government is created out of necessity to protect human rights.

3. The structure of a government reflects the basic values of the society.

4. New rules are often created in response to perceived injustices of the past.

5. Democratic governments must balance the rights of individuals with the common good.

6. The Constitution is a symbol of national unity that provides American people with a binding code of supreme law.
	· How comfortable are you in a situation where you don’t know the rules?

· What situations in your life have been solved through compromise?
· What would happen if there was no organized government?
· How can you divide power among leaders so that it is fair to everyone? 
· How would our government be different if the president simply declared laws by decree?

· Why did the founding fathers not want a single chamber to have all the power to declare laws?
· Why do you think the form of government created 200 years ago in the Contitution is still being used today?
· Do you think the current Constitution will be used 200 years from now?



	THREE PART OBJECTIVE: (Content, Cognitive Blooms Level, and Proving Behavior)

	Given a primary source document, a team, and  role play, TLW analyze the functions of the three branches of government by explaining the functions of each branch, the process to create a law and then writing a bill, debating it, voting on it and presenting it to the Executive branch.


	LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE(S): (Aligned with ELPS/Choose those appropriate to your students.)

	Learning Strategies
	use prior knowledge and experiences to understand meanings in English.[1A]
internalize new basic and academic language by using and reusing it in meaningful ways in speaking and writing activities that build concept and language attainment.[1E]

	Listening
	demonstrate listening comprehension of increasingly complex spoken English by following directions,  retelling or summarizing spoken messages,  responding to questions and requests,  collaborating with peers,  and taking notes commensurate with content and grade-level needs.[2I]

	Speaking
	 express opinions,  ideas,  and feelings ranging from communicating single words and short phrases to participating in extended discussions on a variety of social and grade-appropriate academic topics.[3G]

	Reading
	demonstrate comprehension of increasingly complex English by participating in shared reading,  retelling or summarizing material,  responding to questions,  and taking notes commensurate with content area and grade level needs.[4G]

	Writing
	narrate,  describe,  and explain with increasing specificity and detail to fulfill content area writing needs as more English is acquired.[5G]

	TEKS COVERED IN THIS LESSON: Aligned to the 2010 Essential Knowledge and Skills

	5.17 The student understands the framework of government created by the U.S. Constitution. The student is expected to:(B)  identify the reasons for and describe the system of checks and balances outlined in the U.S. Constitution;

	TEACHER TO TEACHER NOTES:

	Summary: TLW participate in the passage of a law, understand the process and explain how checks and balances in the Federal Government function.
The students should have learned about the Articles of Confederation and the problems the new Nation was facing. Students need to know the reasons for meeting in the Constitutionl Convention, and who attended it. Also students should have worked on the Preamble of the Constitution in a previous lesson, so they have a prior knowledge of the purpose of the Constitution.

	VISUALS, MATERIALS, AND TEXTS:
	RESOURCES & TECHNOLOGY

	The United States (Scott Foresman); Chapter 10

History Alive! America’s Past (Teachers’ Curriculum Institute); Chapters 14-15
Replica of the Constitution

Quill pen, ink

Pictures related to the signing of the Constitution

Individual copies of each of the first 3 Articles of the Constitution

Online access, computers

Word processor and presentation software/on –line access


	Fiction:

Fritz, Jean. Shh! We’re writing the Constitution. 1987.
Non-Fiction

Teachers:

Hamilton, A.,  Madison, J., & Jay, J. The Federalists Papers. 2003
Smith, James L. Ideas that Shape a Nation. 2000

The Bill of Rights Institute-Being an American-Exploring the Ideals That Unite Us, 2010
Students:

Armentrout, D. La Constitucion. 2005.

Armentrout, D. The Constitution. 2005.

Catrow, David. We the kids: the preamble to the Constitution of the United States.  2002.

Center for Civic Education. We the people…the citizen and the Constitution. 1998.

Fradin, Dennis.  The Founders: The 39 Stories behind the U.S. Constitution. 2005.

Hamilton, John. The Constitution.  2005.

Judson, Katen. The Constitution of the United States. 1996.

Levy, Elizabeth.  If you were there when they signed the Constitution. 1992, 1987.

Maestro, Betsy. More perfect union: the story of our Constitution. 1990, 1987.

Maestro, Betsy. The Voice of the People: American Democracy in Action. 1998, 1996.

Marsh, Carole.  The U.S. Constitution, “Sign on the Dotted Line”. 2005

Randolph, Joanne. What is the U.S. Constitution.  2003.

Sobel, Syl. The U.S. Constitution and You.  2001.

Williams, Jean.  The U.S. Constitution. 2003

Kelley, Brent. James Madison: father of the Constitution. 2001.

Mitchell, Barbara. Father of the Constitution: a story about James Madison.  2004.

http://www.history.org
Includes lesson plans and available resources for teachers. Website of Colonial Williamsburg.

http://www.earlyamerica.com 
Contains primary source material from the 18th century. Produced by Archiving Early America.

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/index.html  History through the eyes of those who lived it. Produced by Ibis Communications, Inc.

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/index.html  Guide to U.S. Government for kids.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/  White House website has Quizzes and Games on the U.S. Constitution and Presidents.

www.sfsocialstudies.com. Biographies, vocabulary, current events, and ephemerides.

www.BillofRightsInstitute.org Founding documents, lesson plans, resources.
www.brainpop.com  Short videos, quizzes, activities.

	PROCEDURES/ACTIVITIES

Remember Horizontal Teaching:

	LESSON COMPONENT
	CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

	SET:
Big Picture Question: To what extent if any, the division of powers in the government and the law making process affects your daily life? 

	 

	INPUT:

· TTW ask: Do you think the rules in school are effective? Why/why not? Explain.
· TTW ask: What would you do to fix/improve this situation?

· TTW ask: How would you assure everybody in the school that your solution will be fair for all?
· TTW quickly review previous lessons about the problems with the Articles of Confederation, and the Constitutional Convention
· TTW refer to the purpose of the Constitution as learned in previous lesson about the Preamble.
	TL turn and talk to a partner and then TL should be able to explain that rules in school are/are not working because their purpose is/is not been accomplished. 
TLW brainstorm ideas with a partner and decide what solutions might help solve/improve the situation.

TLW think, pair, share with a partner to discuss solutions.

Weak governments, debt, taxes, carry and interpret laws, loss of value in paper money, weak international trade relations, danger of division among the states.

6 reasons: more perfect union, establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote general welfare, secure the blessing of liberty.

	MODEL:
TTW explain that the delegates to the Constitutional Convention agreed in having both state governments and a national government. This one is divided in 3 parts or branches that share the power: legislative, executive and judicial.

TTW explain that this lesson is divided in 2 parts. The first part consists in doing some research to learn what each article of the Constitution talks about. The second part is a role-play where they get to create a law, debate it and vote on it to be presented to the Executive branch.

FIRST DAY:

TTW divide the students in 3 groups (or 6 groups depending in your class size) and explain the activity by presenting the graphic organizer (attached): Each group will analyze one article of the first 3 articles of the Constitution (if you want to use the primary source) and/or the textbooks.

TLW find the main responsibility of each branch, its members and the key powers and limitations they have. You can organize the groups so each member or pairs only have one task to complete (and finish faster).
TTW will model how to find information from each branch in each section (main responsability of EP; members of JP; and key powers of LP). 
	Students turn and talk to activate previous knowledge. They might be able to name functions of each one and/or name the building related to each one.
TLW explain in his own words the steps to complete the organizer and then create a visual with the infomarmatin collected.



	GUIDED PRACTICE:

TLW continue working with a group to complete the organizer and create a visual (poster, foldable book, electronic presentation) of their findings.
When students finish their visual, TCW regroup to listen to each group’s presentations, discuss and take notes in their journals so all of them have the information complete. 
TTW post visuals in the classroom and/or make electronic presentations available on line.
	TTW monitor each group’s work to assure that the directions are followed and information is accurate before students start their visual.

Students discuss and answer the following:

-Who agrees to treaties with foreign nations? 

The President

-Who ratifies those treaties? Congress
-Who declares war on other nations?  

The President requests it, the congress declares war

-Who signs the declaration of war? 

The President

-Can a war be fought without declaring it? 

Yes, Korea, Vietnam (War Powers Resolution), Afghanistan, Iraq

-If congress and the President pass a law that violates the contents of the Constitution, who will make sure that the Constitution is being upheld?

The Supreme Court

-What happens if a law is passed and no one is named to enforce the law?

-What happens if a law is passed but no money is made available to enforce it?

-If the President commits perjury (lies under oath), should he or she be removed from the office?



	INDEPENDENT PRACTICE:
SECOND DAY:
TLW watch and discuss the video “ How a Bill Becomes a Law”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEJL2Uuv-oQ
TTW divide students into 3 groups that represent the executive and legislative branches of government. (The legislative branch divided into House and Senate).  

The Senate group introduces legislation that establishes guaranteed recess for all children in the U.S.
The House group introduces legislation requiring all teachers to assign homework on weekends to all students. 
These two groups must role play as committees, putting their bill in writing on the word processor to allow for changes and amendments. Both groups need to define situations, exemptions, special cases, etc. where these laws will/will not work.
These two groups debate the bills by presenting their arguments. The committees vote on them, and if passed, sending the bill to the other chamber. Repeat in the second chamber.
During this time the White House must make a statement on their position as the legislation is currently worded. If a bill passes both houses it is printed and the White House decides if it will sign the bill into law. 

This is most likely to show how a bill dies, compared to the way another succeeds.  

If vetoed the bill returns to the chamber where it originated and requires a 2/3 majority to proceed to the other chamber, which also needs a 2/3 majority to be sent again to the White House. 
	TTW monitor students’ work; participation within the team; respectfulness; collaboration; presentation project; neatness; relevance of information.


	CLOSURE:

TCW get together to discuss the process, the reason(s) for the final vote on each law and the fairness of the President’s veto or approval.
	

	ASSESSMENT(S)

	TTW grade complete graphic organizers, written proposal of law, collaboration within the team and the group.

	ACCOMMODATIONS/ENRICHMENTS

	Accommodations: A3-charts; A11-computer, software; A14-demonstrations; B7-cooperative learning; B8-panel discussions/debate; B12-role play; E11-explain key concepts.
Enrichment: Democrats and Republicans are the two major political parties in our country. What are the differences in their beliefs? How these differences affect the law-making process? Could you relate any current events to these party beliefs differences?


	SILENT/SUSTAINED READING RESOURCES

	

	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS

Elementary Only

	Reading: Main ideas, details; Compare and contrast; Cause and effect
Writing: Spelling, writing paragraphs; persuasive writing.

Math: Fractions, percentages to obtain majority of votes.

Science: 

Technology: Using a word processor, Power point, web search.


	Leader

	Recorder

	Artist

	Reporter

	Peacemaker


Group Jobs

Directions for each team:
Group Name (or students’ names):_______________________________________

Article _________________________

1. Assign group jobs:

· Leader

Keeps group on task

· Recorder

Writes group’s assignment on paper

· Artist


Illustrates group’s assignment

· Reporter

Reports group’s assignment to the class

· Peacemaker
Helps group memebrs who may disagree with each other
2. Read the Article of the Constitution assigned to your team. 
3. Use the following organizer below to help you find the information needed.

4. When you complete the information, discuss with your team the information you want to present in your project. Make a first draft by high-lighting information, brainstorming ideas for the type of presentation, pictures, etc.

5. Before you start your presentation, let the teacher look your drafts and IF he/she approves your work, then you can start preparing your presentation.
6. Work in your presentation cooperatively. 
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Branch of Government:





_________________








