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Model Lesson Plan

Dean Krantz
First Colony Middle School
	Course:

US History
	Title of Unit:

Era of Expansion
	Title of Lesson:
Comparing Washington’s and 
Jackson’s Political Views

	Grade Level:

8th Pre-AP or 11th AP
	
	Time Frame:

1 day


	Description
Students participate in a small group seminar to contrast the positions of George Washington and Andrew Jackson with regard to specific issues as revealed in their farewell addresses. 

What major events affected what both George Washington and Andrew Jackson said in their farewell address to the nation? Are there significant differences in how both of these men left office 40 years apart from each other?


	TEKS Objectives 
8.5 History. The student understands the challenges confronted by the government and its leaders in the early years of the republic and the Age of Jackson.
      A. Describe major domestic problems faced by the leaders of the new republic such as maintaining national security,
      building a military, creating a stable economic system, setting up the court system, and defining the authority of the 
      central government.

      E. Identify the foreign policies of Presidents Washington through Monroe and explain the impact of Washington’s 
      Farewell Address and the Monroe Doctrine.

      G. Analyze the reasons for the removal and resettlement of Cherokee Indians during the Jacksonian era, including 
      the Indian Removal Act, Worcester v. Georgia, and the Trail of Tears.

8.7 History. The student understands how political, economic, and social factors led to the growth of sectionalism and the Civil War.

      A. Analyze the impact of tariff policies on sections of the United States before the Civil War.

8.17 Government. The student understands the dynamic nature of the powers of the national government and state governments in a federal system.

       B. Explain constitutional issues arising over the issue of states’ rights, including the Nullification Crisis and the Civil 
       War.

8.29 Social Studies Skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired through established research methodologies from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology.
       E. Support a point of view on a social studies issue or event.



	Teacher to Teacher Notes
· If doing this activity with non-Pre/AP or GT students, you will probably want to read each of the documents with the students first so that they understand what some of the words mean.
· Groups should be set up in a circle. The number of students in a group is up to you, but I prefer about 5 students in a group.

· You should only need a class set of each of the two farewell excerpts.

· You will need one copy of the question page for each student so they can write their answers or take notes on it.

· For the evaluation, if you wish to have your students write a longer writing sample or an essay, you would need to assign that as homework and not have them try to write it in class. They would probably need a couple of days depending on your level of students and their ability to get a full essay done.

· Small group questions inspired by John Irish, Katy ISD

· Use the daily grade rubric below to take a grade on participation for the activity.




	Materials needed:
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	Websites used:
www.ourdocuments.gov (a good resource for seeing the full text of documents.
http://old.nationalreview.com/document/reagan200406052132.asp (full text of Ronald Reagan’s farewell address)



	Procedures/Activities
Engage
Use the following excerpt from Ronald Reagan’s farewell address to get the kids thinking of who may have said this, what the circumstances were, and what point he was trying to make. You may have to guide them to who said it depending on the age and experience of your students:

“And that's about all I have to say tonight. Except for one thing. The past few days when I've been at that window upstairs, I've thought a bit of the "shining city upon a hill." The phrase comes from John Winthrop, who wrote it to describe the America he imagined. What he imagined was important because he was an early Pilgrim, an early freedom man. He journeyed here on what today we'd call a little wooden boat; and like the other Pilgrims, he was looking for a home that would be free. 

I've spoken of the shining city all my political life, but I don't know if I ever quite communicated what I saw when I said it. But in my mind it was a tall proud city built on rocks stronger than oceans, wind-swept, God-blessed, and teeming with people of all kinds living in harmony and peace, a city with free ports that hummed with commerce and creativity, and if there had to be city walls, the walls had doors and the doors were open to anyone with the will and the heart to get here. That's how I saw it and see it still. 

And how stands the city on this winter night? More prosperous, more secure, and happier than it was eight years ago. But more than that; after 200 years, two centuries, she still stands strong and true on the granite ridge, and her glow has held steady no matter what storm. And she's still a beacon, still a magnet for all who must have freedom, for all the pilgrims from all the lost places who are hurtling through the darkness, toward home.” 

Explain

The students will be doing a small group seminar over the farewell address of Washington and Jackson. Explain to them that they will each need to read the documents (or they could jigsaw them). They will follow the rules for the seminar that are included in the document above as a small group. They will need to write down their answers on the sheet provided so that they may reference those answers in the whole group discussion.

Explore

Back in the whole group, have the individual groups explain the overall themes of the discussion. 1) How/why did the politics change so quickly? (They should hopefully remember what has happened in the country at that point between the two presidents.) 2) What were the major differences between the two presidents in how they dealt with the problems of the country? 3) Which president do they think was better, explain why. 


	Assessment(s)
Evaluate
At the end of the period, have the students spend 5-10 minutes writing an explanation of either: A) why they think the politics of the presidency had changed so drastically in just 40 years? Or B) Why they think Jackson or Washington was a better president for the country?


	Instructional Alternatives

Extend

· Explain how much power the President has today and have the students come up with reasons as to why the President has more or less power than Andrew Jackson or George Washington had.
· You could also break up the small group seminars into a groups that just read Washington and groups that just read Jackson and they can debate the differences during the whole group portion.



	Interdisciplinary Connections

ELA TEKS:

8.9 Comprehension of Informational Text/Culture and History. Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about the author's purpose in cultural, historical, and contemporary contexts and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding. Students are expected to analyze works written on the same topic and compare how the authors achieved similar or different purposes.
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Small Group Seminar


Comparing George Washington and Andrew Jackson’s Farewell Speeches


Seminar Purpose: The small group seminar is a highly structured student led discussion of commonly read primary source documents. The documents are designed to present conflicting views on an important issue in American History. The purpose of the seminar is twofold; first, to get students engaged with a primary source document. Second, to get students to reflect on history and make critical judgments about the past (i.e., to engage in critical thinking in history).


Seminar Rules:

1. Students are encouraged not to express an opinion without first referencing the text.


2. No references may be repeated.


3. Participants will take turns (you MAY NOT talk until it is your turn).


4. Participants will value the opinions of the other participants.


5. Participants will treat one another with respect.


Seminar Organization:

Question 1: How important was the administration of George Washington? How should we remember him? (everyone must answer this question – you do not need to reference the text for this question): The order is to the left of the group leader.


Question 2: How important was the administration of Andrew Jackson? How should we remember him? (everyone must answer this question – you do not need to reference the text for this question): The order is to the right of the group leader.


Question 3. Identify the major issues in American history during their presidency and set the historical context for their administrations. (anyone may answer this question – you should reference the text before answering): the leader will recognize those who wish to answer this question.


Question 4: To what extent did either president successfully justify the policies implemented during their tenure in office? If you had to select just one, which policy do you think was the most important? Were either of them consistent with their policies? (anyone may answer this question – you should reference the text before answering); the leader will recognize those who wish to answer this question.

Question 5: How important were the Farewell Addresses? How would you rate them compared to each other? (anyone may answer this question – you MUST reference the text before answering): the leader will recognize those who wish to answer the question.


Question 6: Ultimately, how should either President be remembered? (everyone must answer this question – you do not need to reference the text for this question): the order is to the right of the leader.
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Andrew Jackson’s Farewell Address – Excerpts

…In our domestic concerns there is everything to encourage us; and if you are true to yourselves, nothing can impede your march to the highest point of national prosperity. The states which had so long been retarded in their improvement by the Indian tribes residing in the midst of them are at length relieved from the evil; and this unhappy race – the original dwellers in our land – are now placed in a situation where we may well hope that they will share in the blessings of civilization and be saved from that degradation and destruction to which they were rapidly hastening while they remained in the States; and while the safety and comfort of our own citizens have been greatly promoted by their removal, the philanthropist will rejoice that they remnant of that ill-fated race has been at length placed beyond the reach of injury or oppression, and that the paternal care of the General Government will hereafter watch over them and protect them….


…At every hazard and by every sacrifice, this Union must be preserved….


…We behold systematic efforts publicly made to sow the seeds of discord between different parts of the United States and to place party divisions directly upon geographical distinctions; to excite the south against the north and the north against the south; and to force into the controversy the most delicate and exciting topics, topics upon which it is impossible that a large portion of the Union can ever speak without strong emotion. Appeals, too, are constantly made to sectional interests in order to influence the election of the Chief Magistrate, as if it were desired that he should favor a particular quarter of the country instead of fulfilling the duties of his station with impartial justice to all; and the possible dissolution of the Union has at length become an ordinary and familiar subject of discussion. Has the warning voice of Washington been forgotten? Or have designs already been formed to sever the Union? Let it not be supposed that I impute to all of those who have taken an active part in these unwise and unprofitable discussions a want of patriotism or of public virtue. The honorable feeling of State pride and local attachments find a place in the bosoms of the most enlightened and pure. But while such men are conscious of their own integrity and honesty of purpose, they ought never to forget that the citizens of their States are their political brethren;….


…What have you to gain by division and dissension? Delude not yourselves with the belief that a breach once made may be afterwards repaired. If the Union is once severed, the line of separation will grow wider and wider, and the controversies which are now debated and settled in the halls of legislation will then be tried in the fields of battle and determined by the sword. Neither should you deceive yourselves with the hope that the first line of separation would be the permanent one, and that nothing but harmony and concord would be found in the new associations formed upon the dissolution of this Union. Local interests would still be found there, and unchastened ambition….


…But in order to maintain the Union unimpaired, it is absolutely necessary that the laws passed by the constituted authorities should be faithfully executed in every part of the country, and that every good citizen should, at all times, stand ready to put down, with the combined force of the nation, every attempt at unlawful resistance, under whatever pretext it may be made or whatever shape it may assume. Unconstitutional or oppressive laws may no doubt be passed by Congress, either from erroneous views or the want of due consideration; if they are within the reach of judicial authority, the remedy is easy and peaceful; and if, from the character of the law, it is an abuse of power not within the control of the judiciary, then free discussion and calm appeals to reason and to the justice of the people will not fail to redress the wrong. But until the law shall be declared void by the courts or repealed by Congress, no individual or combination of individuals can be justified in forcibly resisting its execution. It is impossible that any Government can continue to exist upon any other principles. It would cease to be a Government and be unworthy of the name if it had not the power to enforce the execution of its own laws within its own sphere of action….


…But each State has the unquestionable right to regulate its own internal concerns according to its own pleasure; and while it does not interfere with the rights of the people of other States or the rights of the Union, every State must be the sold judge of the measures proper to secure the safety of its citizens and promote their happiness;…


…It is well known that there have always been those amongst us who wish to enlarge the powers of the General Government; and experience would seem to indicate that there is a tendency on the part of this Government to overstep the boundaries marked out for it by the Constitution. Its legitimate authority is abundantly sufficient for all the purposes for which it was created; and its powers being expressly enumerated, there can be no justification for claiming anything beyond them….


…There is, perhaps, no one of the powers conferred on the Federal Government so liable to abuse as the taxing power….


…Congress has no right, under the Constitution, to take money from the people unless it is required to execute some one of the specific powers intrusted to the Government; and if they raise more than is necessary for such purposes, it is an abuse of the power of taxation and unjust and oppressive. It may, indeed, happen that the revenue will sometimes exceed the amount anticipated when the taxes were laid. When, however, this is ascertained, it is easy to reduce them; and, in such a case, it is unquestionably the duty of the Government to reduce them, for no circumstances can justify it in assuming a power not given to it by the Constitution nor in taking away the money of the people when it is not needed for the legitimate wants of the Government….

…The surplus revenue will be drawn from the pockets of the people, from the farmer, the mechanic, and the laboring classes of society; but who will receive it when distributed among the States, where it is to be disposed of by leading State politicians who have friends to favor and political partisans to gratify? It will certainly not be returned to those who paid it and who have most need of it and are honestly entitled to it. There is but one safe rule, and that is to confine the General Government rigidly within the sphere of its appropriate duties. It has no power to raise a revenue or impose taxes except for the purposes enumerated in the Constitution; and if its income is found to exceed these wants, it should be forthwith reduced, and the burdens of the people so far lightened…


…The power which moneyed interest can exercise, when concentrated under a single head, and with our present system of currency, was sufficiently demonstrated in the struggle made by the Bank of the United States….


…It is one of the serious evils of our present system of banking that it enables one class of society, and that by no means a numerous one, by its control over the currency to act injuriously upon the interests of all the others and to exercise more than its just proportion of influence in political affairs. The agricultural, the mechanical, and the laboring classes have little or no share in the direction of the great moneyed corporations; and from their habits and the nature of their pursuits, they are incapable of forming extensive combinations to act together with united force. 


_1384602239.xls
Sheet1

		Name		Preparation (20points)		Relevant, Instructive,  and Critical Questions    and Answers   (20 Points)		No Interruptions    (20 points)		Constant Eye Contact and Active Listening     (20 points)		Referenced Text and Did NOT Repeat     a Reference (20 points)		Total Score (100 total)

		1

		2

		3

		4

		5

		6

		7

		8

		9

		10

		11

		12

		13

		14

		15

		16

		17

		18

		19

		20





Sheet2

		





Sheet3

		






_1375183832.doc
George Washington Farewell Address Excerpts:

…In looking forward to the moment, which is intended to terminate the career of my public life, my feelings do not permit me to suspend the deep acknowledgment of that debt of gratitude which I owe to my beloved country, for the many honors it has conferred upon me; still more for the stedfast confidence with which it has supported me; and for the opportunities I have thence enjoyed of manifesting my inviolable attachment, by services faithful and persevering, though in usefulness unequal to my zeal. If benefits have resulted to our country from these services, let it always be remembered to your praise, and as an instructive example in our annals, that, under circumstances in which the Passions agitated in every direction were liable to mislead, amidst appearances sometimes dubious, vicissitudes of fortune often discouraging, in situations in which not unfrequently want of Success has countenanced the spirit of criticism, the constancy of your support was the essential prop of the efforts, and a guarantee of the plans by which they were effected….


…The Unity of Government which constitutes you one people is also now dear to you. It is justly so; for it is a main Pillar in the Edifice of your real independence, the support of your tranquility at home; your peace abroad; of your safety; of your prosperity; of what very Liberty which you so highly prize. But as it is easy to foresee, that from different causes and from different quarters, much pains will be taken, many artifices employed, to weaken in your minds the conviction of this truth; as this is the point in your political fortress against which the batteries of internal and external enemies will be most constantly and actively (though often covertly and insidiously) directed, it is of infinite moment, that you should properly estimate the immense value of your national Union to your collective and individual happiness; that you should cherish a cordial, habitual and immoveable attachment to it; accustoming yourselves to think and speak of it as of the Palladium of your political safety and prosperity; watching for its preservation with jealous anxiety; discountenancing whatever may suggest even a suspicion that it can in any event be abandoned, and indignantly frowning upon the first dawning of every attempt to alienate any portion of our Country from the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link together the various parts.

… The North, in an unrestrained intercourse with the South, protected by the equal laws of a common government, finds in the productions of the latter great additional resources of maritime and commercial enterprise and precious materials of manufacturing industry. The South, in the same intercourse, benefiting by the agency of the North, sees its agriculture grow and its commerce expand. Turning partly into its own channels the seamen of the North, it finds its particular navigation invigorated; and, while it contributes, in different ways, to nourish and increase the general mass of the national navigation, it looks forward to the protection of a maritime strength, to which itself is unequally adapted. The East, in a like intercourse with the West, already finds, and in the progressive improvement of interior communications by land and water, will more and more find a valuable vent for the commodities which it brings from abroad, or manufactures at home. The West derives from the East supplies requisite to its growth and comfort, and, what is perhaps of still greater consequence, it must of necessity owe the secure enjoyment of indispensable outlets for its own productions to the weight, influence, and the future maritime strength of the Atlantic side of the Union, directed by an indissoluble community of interest as one nation. Any other tenure by which the West can hold this essential advantage, whether derived from its own separate strength, or from an apostate and unnatural connection with any foreign power, must be intrinsically precarious.…

… These considerations speak a persuasive language to every reflecting and virtuous mind, and exhibit the continuance of the Union as a primary object of patriotic desire. Is there a doubt whether a common government can embrace so large a sphere? Let experience solve it. To listen to mere speculation in such a case were criminal. We are authorized to hope that a proper organization of the whole with the auxiliary agency of governments for the respective subdivisions, will afford a happy issue to the experiment. It is well worth a fair and full experiment. With such powerful and obvious motives to union, affecting all parts of our country, while experience shall not have demonstrated its impracticability, there will always be reason to distrust the patriotism of those who in any quarter may endeavor to weaken its bands….

… In contemplating the causes which may disturb our Union, it occurs as matter of serious concern that any ground should have been furnished for characterizing parties by geographical discriminations, Northern and Southern, Atlantic and Western; whence designing men may endeavor to excite a belief that there is a real difference of local interests and views. One of the expedients of party to acquire influence within particular districts is to misrepresent the opinions and aims of other districts. You cannot shield yourselves too much against the jealousies and heartburnings which spring from these misrepresentations; they tend to render alien to each other those who ought to be bound together by fraternal affection. The inhabitants of our Western country have lately had a useful lesson on this head; they have seen, in the negotiation by the Executive, and in the unanimous ratification by the Senate, of the treaty with Spain, and in the universal satisfaction at that event, throughout the United States, a decisive proof how unfounded were the suspicions propagated among them of a policy in the General Government and in the Atlantic States unfriendly to their interests in regard to the Mississippi; they have been witnesses to the formation of two treaties, that with Great Britain, and that with Spain, which secure to them everything they could desire, in respect to our foreign relations, towards confirming their prosperity. Will it not be their wisdom to rely for the preservation of these advantages on the Union by which they were procured? Will they not henceforth be deaf to those advisers, if such there are, who would sever them from their brethren and connect them with aliens?... 


… All obstructions to the execution of the laws, all combinations and associations, under whatever plausible character, with the real design to direct, control, counteract, or awe the regular deliberation and action of the constituted authorities, are destructive of this fundamental principle, and of fatal tendency. They serve to organize faction, to give it an artificial and extraordinary force; to put, in the place of the delegated will of the nation the will of a party, often a small but artful and enterprising minority of the community; and, according to the alternate triumphs of different parties, to make the public administration the mirror of the ill-concerted and incongruous projects of faction, rather than the organ of consistent and wholesome plans digested by common counsels and modified by mutual interests….


… I have already intimated to you the danger of parties in the State, with particular reference to the founding of them on geographical discriminations. Let me now take a more comprehensive view, and warn you in the most solemn manner against the baneful effects of the spirit of party generally…


… It is important, likewise, that the habits of thinking in a free country should inspire caution in those entrusted with its administration, to confine themselves within their respective constitutional spheres, avoiding in the exercise of the powers of one department to encroach upon another. The spirit of encroachment tends to consolidate the powers of all the departments in one, and thus to create, whatever the form of government, a real despotism. A just estimate of that love of power, and proneness to abuse it, which predominates in the human heart, is sufficient to satisfy us of the truth of this position. The necessity of reciprocal checks in the exercise of political power, by dividing and distributing it into different depositaries, and constituting each the guardian of the public weal against invasions by the others, has been evinced by experiments ancient and modern; some of them in our country and under our own eyes. To preserve them must be as necessary as to institute them. If, in the opinion of the people, the distribution or modification of the constitutional powers be in any particular wrong, let it be corrected by an amendment in the way which the Constitution designates. But let there be no change by usurpation; for though this, in one instance, may be the instrument of good, it is the customary weapon by which free governments are destroyed. The precedent must always greatly overbalance in permanent evil any partial or transient benefit, which the use can at any time yield….


As a very important source of strength and security, cherish public credit. One method of preserving it is to use it as sparingly as possible, avoiding occasions of expense by cultivating peace, but remembering also that timely disbursements to prepare for danger frequently prevent much greater disbursements to repel it, avoiding likewise the accumulation of debt, not only by shunning occasions of expense, but by vigorous exertion in time of peace to discharge the debts which unavoidable wars may have occasioned, not ungenerously throwing upon posterity the burden which we ourselves ought to bear. The execution of these maxims belongs to your representatives, but it is necessary that public opinion should co-operate. To facilitate to them the performance of their duty, it is essential that you should practically bear in mind that towards the payment of debts there must be revenue; that to have revenue there must be taxes; that no taxes can be devised which are not more or less inconvenient and unpleasant; that the intrinsic embarrassment, inseparable from the selection of the proper objects (which is always a choice of difficulties), ought to be a decisive motive for a candid construction of the conduct of the government in making it, and for a spirit of acquiescence in the measures for obtaining revenue, which the public exigencies may at any time dictate….



