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Model Lesson Plan

Nadia Chihani
Hodges Bend Middle School
	Course: U.S. History 

	Title of Unit:

World War II
	Title of Lesson: The Casablanca Conference of 1943


	Grade Level: 11th grade

	
	Time Frame:

60 minutes

	Description: This lesson is designed to increase comprehension of the dire need for Allied nations during WWII to come up with a coordinated plan to maximize the pressure on Germany and the Axis nations in order to change the course of the war and eventually attain victory.  Reading comprehension activities will help students understand what was at stake; and the strategies that made sense to the Allied forces given the circumstances at the end of 1942. Through the use of a map, students will be able to visualize the future lines of offense against the Axis nations in the European theater.


	TEKS/FBISD Objectives: (c) Knowledge and skills.
(2)  History. The student understands traditional historical points of reference in U.S. history from 1877 to the present. The student is expected to: (B)  identify the major eras in U.S. history from 1877 to the present and describe their defining characteristics; (C)  apply absolute and relative chronology through the sequencing of significant individuals, events, and time periods; (D)  explain the significance of the following years as turning points: 1939-1945 (World War II), 

(7)  History. The student understands the domestic and international impact of U.S. participation in World War II. The student is expected to: (A)  identify reasons for U.S. involvement in World War II, including Italian, German, and Japanese dictatorships and their aggression, especially the attack on Pearl Harbor; (B)  evaluate the domestic and international leadership of Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry Truman during World War II, including the U.S. relationship with its allies and domestic industry's rapid mobilization for the war effort; (D)  analyze major issues of World War II, including the Holocaust; the internment of German, Italian, and Japanese Americans and Executive Order 9066; and the development of conventional and atomic weapons; (E)  analyze major military events of World War II, including the Battle of Midway, the U.S. military advancement through the Pacific Islands, the Bataan Death March, the invasion of Normandy, fighting the war on multiple fronts, and the liberation of concentration camps; (F)  evaluate the military contributions of leaders during World War II, including Omar Bradley, Dwight Eisenhower, Douglas MacArthur, Chester A. Nimitz, George Marshall, and George Patton.
(29)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to: (A)  use a variety of both primary and secondary valid sources to acquire information and to analyze and answer historical questions; (B)  analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing and contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations, making predictions, drawing inferences, and drawing conclusions; (D)  use the process of historical inquiry to research, interpret, and use multiple types of sources of evidence; (F)  identify bias in written, oral, and visual material; (G)  identify and support with historical evidence a point of view on a social studies issue or event; and (H)  use appropriate skills to analyze and interpret social studies information such as maps, graphs, presentations, speeches, lectures, and political cartoons.

(30)  Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected to: (A)  create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies information; (B)  use correct social studies terminology to explain historical concepts;

(32)  Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working independently and with others, in a variety of settings. The student is expected to: (A) use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution; and (B) use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement a decision.


	Teacher to Teacher Notes: 1) This lesson should come after the students have become familiar with the different sides involved in WWII; are knowledgeable about the labels used (Allied nations v. Axis nations); and have studied the causes of WWII and the involvement of each country up to the end of 1942.  
2) As students enter the classroom, the teacher (standing at the door) will provide each student with a colored flashcard. Students will later be grouped according to the color of their flashcard. Basically, each group will have the same set of articles to read and analyze; however no student in the same group will have the same article.

3) At the lower right-hand corner of the flashcard, a role will be assigned to each student in the group: Leader of the discussion; scribe; presenter; time-keeper.
4) Answers to the group activity:  A) Roosevelt, Churchill, De Gaulle and Giraud (representing Free France); B) FDR was the first president to leave the country during a time of war (of course, in more recent years, this happens more often); C) England, France, Russia, the United States; D) Russia was not present, Stalin being occupied with the defense of Stalingrad that was under heavy siege; E) France was occupied. Two groups were working towards its liberation, one group led by De Gaulle from England, the other by Giraud from North Africa; F) Defeat German forces in North Africa, launch an invasion of Italy from North Africa into Sicily, plan for an invasion of France from the English Channel, strengthen help to Russia, ask for “unconditional surrender” from the Axis nations. G) Answers will reflect the student’s interpretation of their readings. H) The Tehran Conference. 


	Materials
· Four or five stacks of colored flashcards, with the reference of one article from the resource list typed on each card of each stack. 
· Interactive map from the Maps 101 website, used through the iPads; or display that map on your board; or have hard copies of that same map (or of a similar one from your history textbook) available to distribute to each group.

	Resources & Technology:
http://www.nytimes.com/1993/01/12/opinion/on-my-mind-lessons-of-casablanca.html
http://fdrlibrary.wordpress.com/2013/01/16/casablanca-conference/
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/97728/Casablanca-Conference
http://history.state.gov/milestones/1937-1945/Casablanca
World Book Online (the “strategy” section of WWII; The “United States goes to war” and “the Big Three” subsection under Franklin Delano Roosevelt.)
Images from any of the above-listed websites.

Interactive map of “WWII, European Theater, 1940-1945” from Maps 101 teacher website (go to 1-History; 2-World History; 3- under Interactive Maps.)

Use of iPads to access the above-referenced articles; or distribute a set of hard copies of each of those articles.

Use the MOBI to document students’ conclusions on the board; or have one student from each group write one of their conclusions on the board.


	Procedures/Activities
Engage - Hook:  Analyze primary source photographs and political cartoons of the meeting between F.D. Roosevelt and W. Churchill essentially, along with Free France representatives, in Casablanca, French Morocco. The teacher will have several photographs of the conference and political cartoons of the period, projected on the screen, prompting the students to anticipate not only the location of the meeting, but also to predict what the meeting might have been about (7 mn.)
Explain – The teacher will present the objectives of the lesson; then will direct the students to get into groups of 4 to 5 students each, based on the color of the flashcard they are holding. (8 mn.) Students will report their findings after 15 minutes. Finally, students will answer in writing the questions related to the map activity, describing the unfolding of the Allied forces from North Africa to Italy, and from England to the north of France (15mn.)
Explore - Story Mapping organizer: Students will use a diversity of articles from the time period to infer who attended the conference, where, when, and for what purpose; describe the key episodes of the conference; and most of all, formulate the outcomes of the conference that will eventually give direction to the Allies during WWII on how to strategize a second front (beside the eastern front that was Russia) and start the defeat of Germany and its Axis (15 mn.)
Questions for students to answer while in groups: 

A) Who attended the conference? 
B) The conference happened mid-way through the war. Do U.S. presidents leave the country during time of war?

C) Who were the Allied nations?  
D) Was Russia present? Explain.

E) What was France’s position at the beginning of 1943?

F) List at least three decisions made as outcomes of the Casablanca Conference talks?

G) Explain the reasoning behind at least two of those decisions.

H) Which other conference was soon to happen after the Casablanca Conference to address strategies of war in which part of the world? 

(See answers to these questions in Teacher-to-Teacher Notes.)



	Assessment(s)
Evaluate - Verbal presentation: Students will share their conclusions with the rest of the class. The teacher will call on the “presenter” from each group to volunteer one statement; while the “scribe” of the group is given the MOBI device in order to report that same statement on the board. (The goal is to have each group contribute one conclusion, for a summary that encompasses all the points that represent the outcome of the Casablanca Conference.) (8mn.)


	Instructional Alternatives
Extend - Interactive Map questions to answer: Use both the interactive map and the map from your history textbook to answer these questions.

1) Which countries were neutral in WWII?

2) What was the name of the invasion that the Allies launched in North Africa to defeat the German army?

3) Who was the commander of that invasion and his German counterpart?

4) Where did the Allied troops land in North Africa?

5) How long did the Allied campaign last in North Africa (between the time they landed and the time the Axis forces surrendered)?

6) How did the Axis surrender in North Africa make the invasion of Sicily and later main land Italy possible? (15mn.)
(Answer to this activity: 1) Ireland, Spain, Portugal, Switzerland, Sweden, Turkey, Saudi Arabia. 2) Operation “Torch”. 3) Dwight D. Eisenhower and Erwin Rommel (nicknamed “Desert Fox”.) 4) In Casablanca, Oran and Algiers in Algeria. 5)  From Nov. 1942 to May 1943 – Sicily was invaded and captured in the summer of 1943. 6) Control of North Africa removed Axis presence from around Sicily and made the invasion of Italy possible.


	Interdisciplinary Connections:
Coordinate with ELA teachers to read parts of the novel and/ or view parts of the movie “The Sheltering Sky” by Paul Bowles, reflecting on colonization times of Morocco during the first half of the twentieth century.  This exercise should give students an insight into the life and interactions with local people, not only from the part of the French but the British as well.



