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Model Lesson Plan

Melissa Cohen-Nickels
Baines Middle School
	Course:

11th grade 
	Title of Unit:

The Cold War
	Title of Lesson:
The Butter Battle and the Cold War

	Grade Level:

8th or 11th


	
	Time Frame:

2-3 class periods


	Description
Students will learn about the dangerous arms race which characterized the Cold War. They will also discuss how the Berlin Wall and other barriers affect society today.


	TEKS Objectives (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html#113.32 )
(2)  History. The student understands traditional historical points of reference in U.S. history from 1877 to the present. The student is expected to:

 (D)  explain the significance of the following years as turning points: 1898 (Spanish-American War), 1914-1918 (World War I), 1929 (the Great Depression begins), 1939-1945 (World War II), 1957 (Sputnik launch ignites U.S.-Soviet space race), 1968-1969 (Martin Luther King Jr. assassination and U.S. lands on the moon), 1991 (Cold War ends), 2001 (terrorist attacks on World Trade Center and the Pentagon), and 2008 (election of first black president, Barack Obama).

(8)  History. The student understands the impact of significant national and international decisions and conflicts in the Cold War on the United States. The student is expected to:

(B)  describe how Cold War tensions were intensified by the arms race, the space race, McCarthyism, and the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC), the findings of which were confirmed by the Venona Papers;


	


	Materials needed:
The Butter Battle Book by Dr. Seuss
1 Per Student- BBB Worksheet 

Class Set- Butter Battle Book Document

Cold War PPT

Walls Around the World PPT
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	Websites used:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8342764.stm
http://www.history.com/topics/berlin-wall



	Procedures/Activities
Explain- Teacher will use the Cold War PPT to discuss the background for the Cold War. Then students will read about the specific relationship in the arms race between the USSR and the USA in the worksheet the Butter Battle Book.
Engage- The teacher will read the story The Butter Battle Book by Dr. Seuss. 
Explore- Students will explore the connection between the Cold War, the Berlin Wall and the Arms Race and the Dr. Seuss book. Students will complete the comparison chart on slide 6 of the Walls Around the World PPT.
Interdisciplinary Connections-Students will write their own ending to the BBB. See Walls Around the World PPT.


	Assessment(s)
Evaluate- Essay Question- How did the creation of the Berlin Wall intensify the Cold War? How do wall divide people today, give examples?


	Extend- Show the Walls Around the World PPT. Discuss with the student how wall affect international cooperation and international conflict.


Cold War Vocabulary: Write these vocabulary words on a separate piece of paper.	    		 

Communism/Communist-

Fascism/Fascist- 

Defections-

Arms Race-

Spudnik-

Cuban Missile Crisis-

The Arms Race:

During World War II, the United States and the Soviet Union fought together as allies against the Axis powers. However, the relationship between the two nations was a tense one. Americans had long been wary of Soviet communism and concerned about Russian leader Joseph Stalin’s tyrannical, blood-thirsty rule of his own country. For their part, the Soviets resented the Americans’ decades-long refusal to treat the USSR as a legitimate part of the international community as well as their delayed entry into World War II, which resulted in the deaths of tens of millions of Russians. After the war ended, these grievances ripened into an overwhelming sense of mutual distrust and enmity. Postwar Soviet expansionism in Eastern Europe fueled many Americans’ fears of a Russian plan to control the world. Meanwhile, the USSR came to resent what they perceived as American officials’ bellicose rhetoric, arms buildup and interventionist approach to international relations. In such a hostile atmosphere, no single party was entirely to blame for the Cold War.

The Cold War arms race between the USA and USSR became a big part of defense spending on both sides of the Iron Curtain. Both the USA and USSR aimed to gain an advantage in the Cold War weapons race during the Cold War era. Large nuclear arsenals emerged on both sides, although in truth the USA usually had the larger stockpile for most of the Cold War.

This in part was simply down to the fact that they were some way ahead of the USSR in the field of nuclear research in the 1940s. During the Manhattan Project they had the input of great scientists who tested the first a-bomb in Trinity New Mexico. As such, the Cold War weapons race began in 1945 when the first a-bomb was used on Japan. The USSR had not been informed of any US nuclear research. 

As such, in the post-war era the USA were un-rivaled in nuclear research. They were not even entirely open to sharing all their research with allies such as Britain. However, the USSR did discover German nuclear research factories, and so this provided some of the basis to begin their own nuclear research during the late 1940s.

Therefore, it would take the USSR until 1949 for the first Soviet a-bomb to emerge. With this, the USSR had gone some way to closing the gap on the USA in the Cold War weapons race. So, in this respect the race was very much on during the Cold War era of the 1950s.

In the early 1950s research into hydrogen bombs was keenly contested. In this respect, the USA won the race as they tested the first hydrogen bomb in 1952. This was just ahead of the USSR. 

However, the USSR would gain a lead with intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM). An ICBM is a ballistic missile with a range of more than 5,000 km (3,100 miles) typically designed for nuclear weapons delivery (delivering one or more nuclear warheads).The launch of Sputnik in 1957 confirmed Soviet superiority in this area. This provided an ideal platform for nuclear weapons.

In the '60s the Cuban Missile Crisis was a moment of raised nuclear alert. As the USSR moved their missiles into Cuba, only negotiation over Turkey would see the USSR eventually back-down. As such, the USSR also removed their missiles from Cuba.

However, the beginning of the anti-nuclear movement also began to emerge in the 1960s. Nuclear protests began in the United Kingdom, and in the USA protests also emerged. Behind the Iron Curtain such protests were more muted, but calls for at least a reduction did result in a Partial Test Ban treaty of 1963 to slow the arms race.

Despite this, it would not be until the 1980s that the USA and USSR would begin to openly negotiate reducing the nuclear stockpiles. In the early '80s such negotiations stalled, but the emergence of Gorbachev in 1985 saw a clear commitment from the USSR to reduce their military expenditure and in this respect nuclear arsenal. As such, they soon cut-back, and in further conferences the USA began to follow suit. All of a sudden the USA and USSR were beginning to cut their defense spending and reduce their nuclear stock-piles towards the end of the 1980s.

As such, the Cold War weapons race was seemingly coming to a close. This marked the beginning of the end of the Cold War era, as developments behind the Iron Curtain saw the Eastern Bloc crumble in 1989. The Berlin Wall was removed by Berliners, and the Cold War was effectively over.

Therefore, in the early 1990s nuclear stockpiles were greatly reduced. In the end, the USSR could seldom continue to match the west in the 1980s. As such, the Cold War arms race gradually ended towards the late 1980s as both the USA and USSR agreed to cut-backs.

The Berlin Wall

On August 13, 1961, the Communist government of the German Democratic Republic (GDR, or East Germany) began to build a barbed wire and concrete "Antifascistischer Schutzwall," or "antifascist bulwark," between East and West Berlin. The official purpose of this Berlin Wall was to keep Western "fascists" from entering East Germany and undermining the socialist state, but it primarily served the objective of stemming mass defections from East to West. The Berlin Wall stood until November 9, 1989, when the head of the East German Communist Party announced that citizens of the GDR could cross the border whenever they pleased. That night, ecstatic crowds swarmed the wall. Some crossed freely into West Berlin, while others brought hammers and picks and began to chip away at the wall itself. To this day, the Berlin Wall remains one of the most powerful and enduring symbols of the Cold War.

http://www.history.com/topics/berlin-wall
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COLD WAR

1945-1991







By the end of the war, the US, France, and the UK occupied Western Europe.  The Soviet Union occupied Eastern Europe (and eastern Germany).  Once peace was established, the western allies (friends) helped to set up free governments in Western Europe.

1945







MARSHALL PLAN

Created by US Secretary of State George C. Marshall. 

Under the Marshall Plan, the US offered aid to Western European countries in the areas of agriculture and industry. Financial assistance was also offered.







After the war, political differences separated the Soviet Union from Western Europe and the US.  The Soviet Union was communist and the US and Western Europe were democratic in their governments.  

SOVIET UNION

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 







The line that divided the two separate sides was often called the “Iron Curtain.” This, of course, was an invisible line, but a distinct separation nonetheless. 

IRON CURTAIN

COMMUNISM

NON-COMMUNISM

		Western Europe

		The United States

		Canada



		The Soviet Union

		East Germany 

		Eastern Europe









NON-COMMUNISM

COMMUNISM

IRON CURTAIN













Yugoslavia











NATO

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION







NATO



In 1949, the countries of Western Europe joined Canada and the US to form this a new defense alliance.  They agreed to defend one another if they were ever attacked by any other country. 







After the Soviet Union defeated Germany in the end of WWII it became the single strongest nation on the European continent.  

SOVIET UNION







SOVIET UNION

The Soviet Union liked their communist ways and this is what has ultimately separated them from the countries who are all a part of NATO.







SOVIET UNION

The Kremlin in Moscow – the official residence of the government of the USSR.







The Soviet Union controlled the other countries of Eastern Europe through what was called “puppet governments.”  Basically, the other countries were told what to do and when to do it.  They were forced to do exactly what the Soviets told them to do and they followed their orders directly from Moscow. 

“PUPPET GOVERNMENTS”







The Soviet Union had its own answer to NATO, the Warsaw Pact.  They, and their Eastern European communist allies (friends) signed the Warsaw Pact.  The members of this alliance agreed to offer military defense to one another for a period of 20 years.  This new alliance also allowed the Soviet Union to keep troops in the countries that were located between it and Western Europe.

Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual Assistance 

WARSAW PACT







WARSAW PACT







COLD WAR

Members of NATO and those of the Warsaw Pact never actually fought against one another, but they refused to trade or cooperate with each other.  This period of political non-cooperation is called the Cold War.







The US and Western European countries were fearful of the Soviet Union influencing their countries into communism.

The Soviet Union wanted to protect themselves from possible invasion.

COLD WAR







COLD WAR

Both sides of the iron curtain were hesitant to start an actually fighting war because of nuclear weapons.







The opposite sides of the “curtain” viewed each other as a threat.  This Cold War lasted almost 50 years.

COLD WAR







COLD WAR

In the 1970s and 1980s many US presidents as well as USSR leaders tried to lessen the tensions between the two sides of the Cold War.  However, political opponents in the Soviet Union kept any real resolutions from happening until the late 1980s.. 

Brezhnev and Nixon 

Carter and Brezhnev

Reagan and Gorbachev 







COLD WAR

The USSR was declared officially dissolved on December 25, 1991.







The Berlin Wall was a concrete barrier built by the German Democratic Republic in 1961.  It completely enclosed the city of West Berlin – separating it from East Germany and East Berlin.

BERLIN WALL







The wall included guard towers to watch for people trying to escape.

BERLIN WALL

In 1989, with the end of the Cold War, the Berlin Wall was torn down and citizens were allowed to enter and leave freely.
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WHY DO WE HAVE WALLS/FENCES?





















Why do we have walls/fences?

Safety?

Protection?

To Keep People OUT?

To Keep People IN?

Does it matter who makes the walls? Individuals, the community, the government





Cold War Vocabulary

Cold War-

Communism/Communist-

Fascism/Fascist-

Defections-

Arms Race-





Read the article about the Cold War and the Berlin War Now






Read the Butter Battle Book by Dr. Seuss







As a fun side note, you can give the kids bread and better and see which way they want to butter their bread.
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		BBB Ideas		Cold War Examples

		Zooks v. Yooks		

		Butter Side Up v. Butter Side Down		

		the Wall		

		Boys in the Back Room
		

		Bitsy Big Boy Boomeroo
		












“Grandpa!”  I shouted. “Be careful! Oh, gee! Who’s going to drop it? Will you…? Or will he…?”

“Be patient,” said Grandpa. “We’ll see. We will see…”



It is your turn. 

Your task is to write 

the ending of the BBB.





Walls Around the World







Israel and the West Bank







In 2004, the barrier was deemed illegal by the International Court of Justice in The Hague. 

Israel's official position is that the barrier is a "security fence", defending its citizens from attacks by Palestinians. 

The Palestinians, on the other hand, view it as an "apartheid wall" which threatens their human rights, and believe that its true aim is to expand Israeli territory. 





The barrier which separates Israel from the West Bank is a mixture of fences, barbed wire, ditches and concrete slabs up to 8m (26ft) high. 

Some sections also include sensors, sand - to help identify footprints - patrol roads and "buffer zones" up to 60m wide. 

The Israeli government approved the construction of the barrier in 2002. 

According to figures released by the UN in July 2009, the proposed boundary is now 58.3% complete, with 10% currently in the process of construction, leaving 31.5% still to be built. 

The Israeli Ministry of Defence issues emergency military decrees to landowners in order to obtain the land on which the wall is to be built - 85% of it is built on occupied Palestinian land. 

Only 15% of the barrier follows the so-called "Green Line", the internationally-recognised border. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8342764.stm
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Northern Ireland



Northern Ireland's so-called "peace lines" began to appear 40 years ago in Belfast, initially as a temporary measure but they continued to grow.



They are a series of barriers that separate Catholic and Protestant communities varying in size from a few hundred metres, to 5km (3 miles) in length





Despite the fact that they have now become a tourist attraction, they are testimony to the very recent history of violence between Catholics and Protestants in the UK province of Northern Ireland. 

The first of these walls was erected in 1969, following riots and burning houses in the west of Belfast. 

Over the years the wall, which separates the Shankill and Falls roads, rose to a height of 6m (19ft). 

The last of the walls was built as recently as last year, in the grounds of a primary school in the north of Belfast, following a period in which tensions were escalating between the two communities. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/8342874.stm
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Saudi Arabia

In order to defend the most powerful economy - and biggest oil reserves - of the Persian Gulf, the Saudi Kingdom's 9,000km (5,590 mile) border is currently being reinforced with one of the longest security fences in the world.







The project is being carried out at an estimated cost of $3bn (£1.8bn). 

Saudi Arabia shares a border with Yemen which is about 1,500km long, and with Iraq which is 800km long. 

The five other adjoining countries are Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Oman, Kuwait and Jordan. 

The high-tech project is being carried out by the security and defence consortium EADS and Al Rashid Trading & Contracting Co. 

It will involve an actual physical barrier in some parts, but the less populated desert areas will have a virtual barrier comprising satellite monitoring, cameras, radar, electronic sensors, coastal detection centres and reconnaissance airships to detect intruders and send patrols. 

A security fence is already in place on the Yemeni border, also built by EADS. 



http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8342890.stm
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Ceuta and Melilla



At the end of the 20th Century, Spain decided to build two barriers in Ceuta and Melilla, to prevent enormous illegal immigration from Africa.





These two autonomous cities, situated on the other side of the straits of Gibraltar in the midst of African territory, represent the easiest access into Europe from Africa. 

Erected in the 1990s, the 8.2km (5 miles) of wire fences in Ceuta and 12km in Melilla, have since been modernised. 

The surge of illegal immigration into Spain recorded at the start of 2000 led Spanish and European authorities to reinforce security, constructing three parallel fences in each city. 

The height of each wall was increased to 6m (19ft), infrared cameras were installed, as well as tear gas canisters, noise and movement sensors and control towers. 

A maze of interlocking cables and spikes await anyone who manages to scale the moving ladder-resistant summit of the first fences. 

However successful the Spanish authorities have been in controlling immigration, the people of Ceuta and Melilla have had to pay a price, living as they do in a fortified city. 


http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8342923.stm
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Cyprus

Intercommunal violence between Turkish and Greek Cypriots in the early 1960s led to UN intervention and the drawing of a ceasefire line. 



In 2003, the border was finally reopened. Both communities can now cross over to the other side after almost three decades of separation.





Turkish forces invaded and occupied the northern part of the island in 1974 in response to a coup by Greek Cypriots backed by Greece. What was known as the green line became a completely impassable barrier. 

Barbed wire extends 180km (111 miles) from Kokkina in the north-west, to Famagusta in the south-west of the island. 

The exclusion zone between both communities remains under the control of UN peacekeepers. 

This "no-man's land" varies in width from 3m in the centre of the capital city Nicosia, to 7.5km at the village of Athienou. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/8343094.stm
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Pakistan-Iran



In 2007, Iran began to build a wall on the border with Pakistan, in an area known as Balochistan.



The authorities say the wall, still under construction, is to prevent the spread of illegal activities such as the movement of black market goods, drugs trafficking and illegal immigration.








However, some argue that these are not the only reasons, and that Tehran is also erecting a barrier in an effort to slow the arrival of Islamist extremists. 

Although there is no official confirmation of the continued expansion of the wall, press reports from the region suggest that it could eventually reach 700km (435 miles) in length and 3m (9ft) in height. 

The Balochistanis, who live on both sides of the border and in the area where both countries neighbour Afghanistan, have had their communities divided by the wall. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/8343138.stm
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Rio de Janeiro



Since the beginning of the year, Rio de Janeiro has been building walls around some of its favelas, the shanty towns that crowd the hills around the city. 







In total, 13 favelas will eventually be surrounded by concrete with a total length of 14km (8.6 miles) and a height varying between 80cm (32 inches) and 3m.



The aim is to prevent the precariously-constructed communities spilling over into the forest and destroying the surrounding vegetation of the Tijuca Park, one of the largest urban nature reservations in the world. 

Officials say the Atlantic forests in the region have already lost an estimated 90% of their surface area. 

In Santa Marta district, 600m of wall has already been erected, while in Rocinha the government has reached an agreement with the 200,000 residents to limit the wall to those areas at risk of landslides. 

The rest will be made up of ecological paths and parks. 

Some critics think Rio's walls are an attempt to separate the poor areas from the richer ones situated between the favelas and the sea. 

Others say they are intended to limit drug trafficking, as part of a planned regional government clamp down. 



http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/8343311.stm
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US-Mexico



The first barriers actually began to appear in 1991, but in 1994 the US officially decided to step up their surveillance and expanded the wall under Operation Guardian. 

According to the Mexican National Commission of Human Rights, more than 5,600 illegal immigrants have died trying to cross the border in the subsequent years. 





The border between Mexico and the United States is 3,200km (1,988 miles) long. 

The US government has built a metal wall along a third of it, at an estimated cost so far of $2.5bn (£1.5bn), to prevent the arrival of illegal immigrants from Mexico and Central America.

The majority died as a consequence of the high temperatures in the desert. 

As well as the wall itself, there are also three metal fences in some places along the border, preventing any kind of contact at all. Its average height is 4-5m (13-16ft). 

Construction of a "virtual wall" has also recently begun. 

This comprises a series of technological devices such as infrared sensors, cameras, radar, watch towers and ground sensors. 


http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/8343278.stm
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India-Pakistan

The border between India and Pakistan is one of the most volatile on the planet. At the end of the 1980s, India began erecting barriers in the states of Punjab and Rajastan, saying they needed to combat terrorism. 











Walls, barbed wire fences and barricades stretch almost half the 2,900km (1,800 mile) boundary line. 

Delhi has said it intends to extend the barrier along almost the whole border. 



An additional cause of tension is the use of barbed wire fences combined with mines and other high-tech devices along almost all of the so-called "Line of Control", the de facto border between Indian- and Pakistani-administered Kashmir. 


http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/8343260.stm
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Korean border



A strip of territory 4km (2.5 miles) wide by 250km long divides North and South Korea. 

It cuts the peninsula down the middle, roughly through the "38th Parallel". 

The zone was created in 1953, when the war between the two Koreas, in which three million people died, ended in a ceasefire. 





For many years it was considered to be one of the most acute fault lines of the Cold War. 

Even now, despite moves towards reconciliation between the two countries, it remains a symbol of the latent tension in the peninsula.



http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/8343172.stm
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Western Sahara

The Sahrawi and Moroccans who inhabit the Western Sahara have been disputing the rightful ownership of the land since Spain ended its occupation of the area and withdrew in 1976. Human rights organisations refer to it as the "wall of shame" and condemn the use of anti-personnel landmines along its length. 











In 1980, having attained the land for themselves, the Moroccans began building a wall in the desert. 



It said the wall was to defend itself from the Polisario Front - a political and military movement which seeks independence from Morocco and autonomy for the Sahrawi people. 



The wall, completed in 1987 is in reality a collection of six different defence walls. 

Its total span is more than 2,700km (1,677 miles), and is made up of a mixture of sand and stone, barbed wire, ditches and mine fields. 





The Moroccan government, for its part, says that it has cleared the desert of mines and deactivated 65,000 of them. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8343241.stm
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Botswana-Zimbabwe



The wall which separates Botswana and Zimbabwe has more to do with sanitation than geopolitics. 



The barbed wire fence is 2m (6ft) high and spans some 500km (310 miles). 



In 2003, the government of Botswana announced plans to build an electric fence along the border with Zimbabwe to stop the spread of foot and mouth disease among livestock. 







Thousands of cattle have been slaughtered in Botswana over the last few years because of successive waves of the disease. 

This loss is particularly significant in a country where cattle farming is the second largest source of income after diamond mining. 

However, the Zimbabwean authorities, say the fence is to prevent Zimbabweans from crossing illegally into Botswana. 

The Zimbabwean economy has been in freefall - hyperinflation has reached as much as 100,000% at times and the unemployment rate is more than 90%. 

As a consequence, many Zimbabweans have tried to emigrate to Botswana, one of the wealthiest economies on the continent alongside South Africa. 

The electric fence has never actually been turned on. There are no patrols monitoring how effective the barriers are. 

For the moment the wall does not appear to be an insurmountable barrier. 

Various rivers cross its width, creating gaps through which herds can easily cross the border. 


http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8343505.stm
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stand, sit, climb orlean on
zoo fences.

I you fall, animals could eat you
and that might make them sick.
Thank you.
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Name: __________________

Period:  1   2   3   4   5   6   7

The Butter Battle Book

By: Dr. Seuss

1. Summarize the events of the Butter Battle Book (BBB).





2. What similarities do you see between the people of the BBB and the events that took place during the Cold War?





3. Who could the Zooks/Yooks represent?





4. Why did the arms race begin in the BBB? 





5. How does it compare to the arms race of the Cold War?





6. “Grandpa!”  I shouted. “Be careful! Oh, gee! Who’s going to drop it? Will you…? Or will he…?”

“Be patient,” said Grandpa. “We’ll see. We will see…”

The BBB was originally published in 1984, how do you think this affected the ending of the BBB?




