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Model Lesson Plan

K. Hubbard

Thurgood Marshall High School

	Course:

US History
	Title of Unit:

Late 20th Century Until Today
	Title of Lesson:

Reagan:  Neo-Conservative Document “Hunt”


	Grade Level:

11th 
	
	Time Frame:

180 min (4-45 minute classes)


	Description
Students work with peers to research and collect documents that help form the basis for a DBQ essay.



	TEKS Objectives 
(10)  History. The student understands the impact of political, economic, and social factors in the U.S. role in the world from the 1970s through 1990. The student is expected to:

(B)  describe Ronald Reagan's leadership in domestic and international policies, including Reaganomics and Peace Through Strength;

(25)  Culture. The student understands the relationship between the arts and the times during which they were created. The student is expected to:

(A)  describe how the characteristics and issues in U.S. history have been reflected in various genres of art, music, film, and literature;

(29)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to:

(A)  use a variety of both primary and secondary valid sources to acquire information and to analyze and answer historical questions;

(C)  understand how historians interpret the past (historiography) and how their interpretations of history may change over time;

(D)  use the process of historical inquiry to research, interpret, and use multiple types of sources of evidence;

(E)  evaluate the validity of a source based on language, corroboration with other sources, and information about the author, including points of view, frames of reference, and historical context;


	Teacher to Teacher Notes
Grouping:  Base your group numbers on your class size and individual class dynamics.  Ideally, group size should not exceed 3 students.   Pre-determine groups before introducing the assignment. 

Documents:  Each group should be responsible for collecting 3-5 documents.  Several of the documents may overlap.  Once students turn in documents and document analysis worksheets, determine which documents you will use to create your DBQ package.  
Copies:  DBQ-Once you have selected the documents submitted by students, compile those documents and make copies for each individual student.  These copies will be given to the students in order to complete the actual DBQ essay.  Document Analysis Worksheet-Give each student an individual copy for the whole group analysis portion.  Each group should receive 3 worksheets to accompany their researched document.  Sample document- Copies of these documents can be made for each individual student or as a class set based on the availability of your resources.  
Images:  Imagines should be projected on document camera or similar projection device.

Timing:  Give students 2-3 in computer lab/library days to research primary sources.  

              Give students one 45-50 minute class period to write essay.



	Materials needed:  
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 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image2.emf]TAH Reagan Doc  Sample.doc



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image3.emf]TAH Reagan  Image.doc



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image4.emf]TAH Reagan  Rubric.doc



	Websites used:

www.ushistory.org   


	Procedures/Activities
Engage
Write the words “neo” and “conservative” on the board.  Brainstorm with students what both words mean.  
As a class come to a consensus and create a definition for the term neo-conservatism.

Next show images of neo-conservatism and ask the students if they would like to rewrite the class definition.   

Explain

After the class has determined their final consensus definition of neo-conservatism, explain and discuss the following points of neo-conservatism and give an overview of neoconservative policies under President Reagan

· A belief driving from religious conviction of good versus evil. (black and white morals)

· An assertion that the fundamental determinant of the relationship between states rests on military power and the willingness to use it.

· Focus on the Middle East 

(refer to textbooks or www.ushistory.org for teacher notes on leading the overview of Reagan policies)

Next give each student a copy of the sample document related to neo-conservatism (see handouts or Google search) and document analysis worksheet (see handouts).   Analyze the document as a class.  After the document has been analyzed, lead a whole group discussion on how this document helps to answer the question “How did President Regan’s administration reflect the basic ideas and principles of the Neoconservative movement?”

Explore

Tell students they will work as a group to collect documents that help answer the question “How did President Regan’s administration reflect the basic ideas and principles of the Neoconservative movement?”  Each group will be responsible for collecting 3 documents and completing the document analysis worksheet for each document.   Additionally students will be given a package of the documents collected by the class and each student will be responsible for using the class documents to answer the DBQ question.



	Assessment(s)  
Evaluate

1. “DBQ Analysis Questions” can be graded.
2. Students will answer the question posed in the completed DBQ.  See “Reagan DBQ Rubric” in materials needed section.


	Instructional Alternatives

Extend 
· Allow students to create political cartoons that support or criticize Neo-conservative ideologies. 

· Select policies from presidents Bush, Clinton and Obama and have students to determine if any of these modern policies be classified as neo-conservative. 



	Interdisciplinary Connections  
· ENG III(8)  Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Culture and History. Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about the author's purpose in cultural, historical, and contemporary contexts and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.  

· ENG III(17)  Oral and Written Conventions/Conventions. Students understand the function of and use the conventions of academic language when speaking and writing.
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		In this present crisis, government is not the solution to our problem;  government is the problem….


We are a nation that has a government--not the other way around. And this makes us special among the nations of the earth. Our government has no power except that granted it by the people. It is time to check and reverse the growth of government, which shows signs of having grown beyond the consent of the governed. 


It is my intention to curb the size and influence of the federal establishment and to demand recognition of the distinction between the powers granted to the federal government and those reserved to the states or to the people. All of us need to be reminded that the federal government did not create the states; the states created the federal government. 


Now, so there will be no misunderstanding, it's not my intention to do away with government. It is rather to make it work--work with us, not over us; to stand by our side, not ride on our back. Government can and must provide opportunity, not smother it; foster productivity, not stifle it.



		SOURCE:  First Inaugural Address, President Reagan, 1981. 
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Document Analysis Questions

1. Who created the source and why? Was it created through a spur-of-the-moment act, a routine transaction, or a thoughtful, deliberate process? 

2. Did the recorder have firsthand knowledge of the event? Or, did the recorder report what others saw and heard? 

3. Was the recorder a neutral party, or did the creator have opinions or interests that might have influenced what was recorded? 

4. Did the recorder produce the source for personal use, for one or more individuals, or for a large audience? 

5. Was the source meant to be public or private? 

6. Did the recorder wish to inform or persuade others? (Check the words in the source. The words may tell you whether the recorder was trying to be objective or persuasive.) Did the recorder have reasons to be honest or dishonest? 

7. Was the information recorded during the event, immediately after the event, or after some lapse of time? How large a lapse of time? 
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DBQ Rubric


A variety of the following types of documents are 


chosen (3 in all);  speeches, maps, letters, 


cartoons, letters, journals, public records, etc. 15 points

​​​​_____________

 A bibliography listing for each document giving its 


source.  (Make sure you use valid sources!)
15 points

_____________

Document analysis worksheet.  30 points 



_____________







Model essay response is submitted and includes 


outside info as well as each document.  40 points


_______________​​


