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Model Lesson Plan

Jeff McConnell

Ridge Point High School

	Course:

U.S. History
	Title of Unit:

The Great Depression and the New Deal  

or Causes and Effects of World War II
	Title of Lesson:

Fireside Tweets



	Grade Level:

11
	
	Time Frame:

One 45 minutes class period 
+ extra time for homework

	Description: Students come to understand how technology changed mass communication during FDR’s presidency and how it is constantly evolving, by creating a series of Tweets for FDR that help to reassure the American people in a time of crisis.



	TEKS Objectives 

(7) History. The student understands the domestic and international impact of U.S. participation in 

     World War II. The student is expected to:

(B) evaluate the domestic and international leadership of Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry 

      Truman during World War II, including the U.S. relationship with its allies and domestic 

      industry's rapid mobilization for the war effort;

(27) Science, technology, and society. The student understands the impact of science, technology, and 

        the free enterprise system on the economic development of the United States. The student is 

        expected to: 

(A) explain the effects of scientific discoveries and technological innovations such as electric 

       power, telephone and satellite communications, petroleum-based products, steel 

       production, and computers on the economic development of the United States;
(30) Social Studies Skills. The student communicates in written, oral and visual forms. The student is expected 

        to: 

(A) create written, oral and visual presentations of social studies information.



	Teacher to Teacher Notes
- If students aren’t familiar with Twitter, the assignment can be renamed “Fireside Texts”. I had this problem a couple of years ago, before Twitter really caught hold, and simply calling them texts helped the kids move past the name  

-Prepare ahead of time:
     1. One copy of Fireside Tweets 2-sided handout for each student.
     2. One copy of rubric sheet for each six students (six rubrics per sheet). 


	Materials needed:

- Computers/phones with Internet capability 
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	Websites used:
1  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/business/economy-watch/fireside-chats/
FDR’s Fireside Chats

2 http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/fdrfirstfiresidechat.html
FDR’s first Fireside Chat

3http://www.apple.com/itunes/?cid=OAS-US-DOMAINS-itunes.com
FDR’s Fireside Chats from 1933-1944 are also available for free on iTunes.

4  http://www.whitehouse.gov/podcast
President Obama’s weekly Podcast




	Procedures/Activities
Engage: Ask students to name the various problems and crises going on in the United States now. What is the role of the president in times of crisis? Should the president sugar coat, or put a positive spin on things? Should the president be completely open about the severity of the situation? How much information should the president give, as far as his plans to fix the problem?

Explain: Examine the presidency of FDR through the lenses of the Great Depression and World War 2. Was he a good leader throughout both? Can all of the success coming out of the Depression and winning the war be attributed to FDR? In a situation as awful as the Great Depression (maybe review unemployment compared to today, look at the Midwest states compared to today), what did FDR do to keep people from giving up? How was he able to harness the new technology at the time to reach the people? A great comparison today is how future presidents will need to harness the power of the Internet, even more than President Obama did in his campaigns. 

Explore:  Students might imagine that society in the 1930s-1940s was as fast-paced as it is today and that they had the same technology. Since attention spans today are said to be shorter, people might not want to listen to an 8-minute speech about the banking system (the topic of FDRs first chat). FDR would want to make things quick and still get the message out, so he might send out a Tweet, if that technology were available. Using the attached sheet, students will come up with a series of Tweets that FDR would have sent out during the Great Depression and World War 2. *I’ve told students in the past that if they use abbreviations (LOL, BRB, etc),  they must give me a key off to the side, because text speak is constantly evolving.



	Assessment(s)
Evaluate: Students will turn in their Tweets and the teacher will check for understanding of the issues at the time, ensuring that the message is still received, despite being in modern Tweet/text communication. Teacher will also grade the essay question.  (See rubric in Materials Needed.)


	Instructional Alternatives

 To take less time, this could certainly be shortened to 4 instead of 8, or even maybe use as an exit ticket activity, with the writing as a next day follow-up.

If you have an Edmodo page (as our district is starting) you could have students post 1 of their Tweets to the message board.



	Interdisciplinary Connections

Fundamentals of Computer Science TEKS:
(2) Communication and collaboration. The student communicates and collaborates with peers to 

      contribute to his or her own learning and the learning of others. The student is expected to:
(C) publish information in a variety of ways such as print, monitor display, web pages, and video.
English III TEKS:
(16) Writing/Persuasive Texts: Students write persuasive texts to influence the attitudes or actions of a specific 

        audience on specific issues.
* While this student expectation is referring to essay writing, students would certainly be trying to persuade the public that their ideas are the best course of action.
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Fireside Tweets

Upon taking office, FDR explained in clear language what he was doing about the bank troubles. To reach all Americans, he used the newest technology at the time, radio. Throughout his presidency, FDR constantly reassured people through his Fireside Chats. But what would FDR say if he had a Twitter account? Using the spaces below, I want you to come up with various Tweets that FDR would have used during his time in office. You should have 2 for the Great Depression, 3 for the New Deal and 3 for World War 2.  Remember Twitter only has 140 characters, so you must be concise enough to get the main points of your message across to the rest of the world. Use the boxes below to write 8 Tweets, each on a different topic. (Include a date and topic) To get an idea of what the Fireside Chats were like, you can search for them on the Internet or on iTunes.


Below is an example of one from the Reform movements of the 1800s.


Second Great Awakening Example:


		P

		R

		E

		D

		E

		S

		T

		I

		N

		A

		T

		I

		O

		N

		

		I

		S

		

		D

		E

		A

		D

		.

		F

		I

		N

		L

		E



		Y

		

		S

		A

		Y

		S

		

		W

		E

		

		D

		E

		T

		E

		R

		M

		I

		N

		E

		

		O

		U

		R

		

		F

		A

		T

		E



		

		B

		Y

		

		O

		U

		R

		

		A

		C

		T

		I

		O

		N

		S

		.

		G

		O

		D

		

		W

		A

		N

		T

		S

		

		U

		S



		

		A

		L

		L

		

		T

		O

		

		T

		R

		E

		A

		T

		

		E

		A

		C

		H

		

		O

		T

		H

		E

		R

		

		W

		E

		L



		L

		.

		P

		A

		S

		S

		

		I

		T

		

		O

		N

		.

		R

		E

		V

		I

		V

		A

		L

		

		T

		O

		N

		I

		G

		H

		T





Date:


Topic:


		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		





Date:


Topic:


		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		





		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		





Date:


Topic:


		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		





Date:


Topic:


Date:


Topic:


		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		





Date:


Topic:


		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		





Date:


Topic:


		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		





Date:


Topic:


		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		





At which time during his presidency do you think the American people would have needed the most reassurance from their president? Upon taking office during the Great Depression? After Pearl Harbor? Why?


(Answer in complete sentences, at least 10 sentences)


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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