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	Spring Branch ISD Model Lesson Plan
Allie Lee
 8th Grade U.S. History, Northbrook Middle School


	[bookmark: Text2]Course:  U.S. History
	Unit of Study:  Civil War
	Title of lesson: Every Picture Tells a Story

	[bookmark: Text3]Grade Level:  8
	
	Time Frame of lesson: 2 55 minute classes + project/research time

	ENDURING UNDERSTANDING(S):  How do the big ideas show up in this content’s curriculum? What do you want students to remember 10 years down the road?

	Conflict has shaped the American identity.
The outcomes of individual battles impact not only wars, but societies as well.
Leadership and technology were key factors in the events of the Civil War.

	CONCEPT STATEMENT(S): The big ideas that spiral through all social studies curriculum.
	ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S): Personalized, open-ended questions which build relevancy to curriculum for students.

	
· Advancing technology affects methods of warfare.
· The experiences of war leave long-lasting effects on culture and society.
	Why was the battle of ____ so significant to the Civil War?
What would have happened if the opposing side was victorious in this battle instead?
Why were photographs valuable to soldiers? Military leaders? Family members?
How did photographic technology change society? War strategies?

	THREE PART OBJECTIVE: (Content, Cognitive Blooms Level, and Proving Behavior)

	 Given background information on the battles of Bull Run, Antietam, Gettysburg, and Vicksburg, TLW synthesize his knowledge of one of these battles by creating a presentation of the significant information of the battle as one of the soldiers who fought in that battle.  

	LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE(S): (Aligned with ELPS/Choose those appropriate to your students.)

	Learning Strategies
	1D- TLW use strategies such as information stations and thought logs to discuss the major battles of the Civil War.

	Listening
	2G- TLW describe general meaning, main points, and details heard in a teacher presentation on the major battles of the Civil War.

	Speaking
	3C- TLW speak using a variety of sentence stems about the major battles of the Civil War.

	Reading
	4J- TLW show comprehension of text/graphic sources about the soldiers and major battles of the Civil War through inferential skills such as drawing conclusions based on what is shown in a photograph.

	Writing
	5G- TLW narrate, describe, and explain in writing about a major battle of the Civil War.

	TEKS COVERED IN THIS LESSON: Aligned to the 2010 Essential Knowledge and Skills

	TEKS Content Objectives:
8.8A Explain the roles of significant individuals during the Civil War, including Jefferson Davis, Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee, Abraham Lincoln, and heroes such as Congressional Medal of Honor recipients William Carney and Philip Bazaar.
8.8B Explain the causes of the Civil War, including sectionalism, states’ rights, and slavery, and significant events of the Civil War, including the firing on Fort Sumter, the battles of Antietam, Gettysburg, and Vicksburg, the announcement of the Emancipation Proclamation, Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Court House, and the assassination of Abraham Lincoln.

TEKS Skills Objectives:
8.30C Transfer information from one medium to another, including written to visual and statistical to written or visual, using computer software as appropriate
8.30D Create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies information

	TEACHER TO TEACHER NOTES:

	This lesson may take more than the assigned 2 class periods plus presentation creation time, depending on the level of your students. This lesson is intended to be used after your class has studied the causes of the Civil War, the leaders of the Union and the Confederacy, and the strategies and goals of each side. 

I have provided some battlefield photographs from my field study, however you are not limited to these examples. Please note that I was unable to visit Vicksburg, so I do not have personal photos of that battle site to share. The Library of Congress and National Archives have extensive collections of photos from this time period and can be linked to in my Resources & Technology section. 

In the Resources & Technology section, I have linked to some of the national battlefield parks. On these sites, you can download maps that I received as a brochure on my visits. Most of these sites also have additional educational information to use with younger students that may be of interest to you.

	VISUALS, MATERIALS, AND TEXTS:
	RESOURCES & TECHNOLOGY

	
Jim Smith’s 3 Levels of Questioning (See page 2): 
http://www.whyteachhistory.com/resources/Strategies-for-Developing-Analytical-Thinking-Skills.pdf

Battle Thought Logs based on the s3strategies Strategic Thinking:



My 2011 Battlefield Photos:



Suggested Presentation Rubric:









	For photographs:

Civil War photography article from Discovery News: 
http://news.discovery.com/history/civil-war-photography-warfare-110411.html

Library of Congress Civil War Photographs Collection:
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/cwphome.html

National Archives Flickr Page for Mathew Brady photos:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/usnationalarchives/collections/72157622495226723/

Books:

Coggins, Jack Arms and Equipment of the Civil War (Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, Inc, 1990)

Hughes, Pat Seeing the Elephant (New York, NY: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2007)

For maps and other Thought Log Station resources:

Civil War Trails:
http://civilwartrails.org/


Antietam National Park:
http://www.nps.gov/ancm/index.htm

Antietam Battle Map:
http://www.nps.gov/anti/planyourvisit/upload/Antietam%20map.pdf

Gettysburg National Park:
http://www.nps.gov/gett/index.htm

Gettysburg Park Map and Guide: 
http://www.nps.gov/gett/planyourvisit/brochures.htm

Manassas National Battle Field Park:
http://www.nps.gov/mana/index.htm


      Vicksburg National Military Park:
http://www.nps.gov/vick/index.htm

For creating student presentations: 

Prezi:
http://prezi.com/

Glogster:
http://www.glogster.com/

	PROCEDURES/ACTIVITIES
Remember Horizontal Teaching:

	LESSON COMPONENT
	CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

	SET:
Day 1: Hand out a photograph from the Civil War to students as they enter the room. The photo can be the same one, or you can vary the photos. Have students study their photo and write: 3 things they notice, 2 questions they have, and 1 conclusion they can draw. Have the class share out of ideas as you show some or all of the photographs you choose on a larger screen.

Day 2: Hand out a photograph of a Civil War battle site from the time period along with a photograph of that same spot in modern times. Like yesterday, have students write: 3 things they notice, 2 questions they have, and 1 conclusion they can draw by comparing and contrasting the photographs. Have the class share out of ideas as you show the photographs you choose on a larger screen.
	Day 1: Assist students where needed. Some students may need some teacher prompting in order to complete this warm-up. Other students may finish quicker than others and could complete this assignment with additional photographs.

Day 2: Assist students where needed. How are these two photographs similar? How are they different? What caused the environment to stay the same? What caused the environment to change? Which battlefield has changed most? Why do you think that happened?

	INPUT:
Day 1: Review any prior information your class has learned about the Civil War, including leaders, causes, early battles, etc. Gather students around to read a historical fiction picture book about the war such as, Seeing the Elephant by Pat Hughes to pique student interest.

Day 2: Provide students with basic background information on the battles of Bull Run, Antietam, Gettysburg, and Vicksburg for their personal notes. This can be done in power point form, lecture, or however you choose.
	Day 1: As you read, ask students questions relating the text to prior learning taught in class. In regards to this particular text, questions can also include: What is the elephant? Why does the author characterize war battles as an elephant? What do you think of when you think of elephants? What effects (physical and mental) did war battles have on the soldiers? On civilians and family members? 

Day 2: What happened in the battle of _____? Why was this battle significant to the war? How would things have been different if the Union/Confederacy had been victorious in this battle? What do you think is the most important piece of information 8th graders need to know about this battle? Why?

	MODEL:
Day 1: Read the Discovery News article about Civil War photography as a class. Ask students to explain why photography was valuable to soldiers, generals/officers, and families of soldiers or civilians.
Then, show students how to write 3 levels of questions: 
Level 1 questions can be answered by seeing something that is obvious in the picture. Level 2 questions need the audience to make an inference while looking at the photograph. Level 3 questions are philosophical or considered BIG IDEA questions but use the photograph for support. Model asking these questions with one or two Civil War photographs.

Day 2: Pass out the Battle Thought Logs. Explain your teacher expectations as students move in stations today to collect more information on the battles of Bull Run, Antietam, Gettysburg, and Vicksburg. Review the questions in each log: What do you see? What do you think or feel? What did you learn? What else would you like to know?
	Day 1: Questions to ask: Why were photographs so valuable to people in this time period? How were they valuable to soldiers and generals/officers? Are photos still considered precious in modern times? Why or why not? How did photography change warfare?

Check to make sure the example level 1 questions can be answered by what is seen in the photo. Check to make sure the example level 2 questions offered by students use something from the photo in order to make a conclusion. Check to make sure that example level 3 questions offered by students tie a big idea into something from the photograph. Does your big idea question match this question, or can I see this idea in your photograph?


Day 2: Ask for students to explain back to you the expectations for today’s stations. Answer any student questions about the assignment.

	GUIDED PRACTICE:
Day 1: Students work in pairs or small groups to select 2 photographs that they want to write their questions. (Give each group a different folder of photos so that no group has the same photos to work with.) Groups create questions for the photos and put the photo and questions on butcher paper to hang up in the class.

Day 2: Students work in small groups to move to the 4 different stations: Bull Run, Antietam, Gettysburg, and Vicksburg. Each station can contain photographs (Civil War era and modern), real letters from soldiers in that particular battle, examples of weaponry used, artifacts, maps, national park brochures of the battlefields, newspaper articles about the battle, political cartoons about the battle, etc. At each station, students write in their Battle Thought Logs in response to the questions: What do you see? What do you think or feel? What did you learn? What else would you like to know? 
	Day 1: Circulate the room and assist small groups. As with the modeling, make sure to check that each level of question can be answered with some sort of evidence from the photograph. 

Day 2: Circulate the room and assist small groups. What evidence made you say that? Why do you think or feel that way about this particular battle? What other resources could you use to find out answers to the questions you have? 

	CLOSURE:
Day 1: Have groups gallery walk to see and answer in response to the photos chosen by other groups. A brief class discussion, either teacher or student lead, may occur. 

Day 2: A class discussion may occur on the extra information gained on these major battles. Which of these battles left you wanting to know more? Whichever one the student chooses would be a good presentation subject. Have students select presentation project/groups for assessment. Have students write a letter for homework as a soldier from their battle to describe their life in that battle to their family or friends back home.
	Day 1: Circulate and check gallery posters. Provide assistance to groups struggling with answering peer questions or searching for evidence in the photograph.

Did the creators of the questions feel that their peers answered their questions correctly? Did their peers come up with answers they had not thought of?

Day 2: Ask students to provide support for their reasoning- What evidence do you have to make you think or feel that? 

Circulate and assist students begin their letter as a soldier. If you were a soldier in the ______ army in this particular battle, what could you describe? How would you feel? Why? Who was with you? What was happening to you? 

	ASSESSMENT(S)

	Students will synthesize their knowledge of a significant battle and soldier life in the Civil War by creating a presentation of the important information related to that battle and explaining why that battle was significant to the war as a soldier from that particular battle. Students are encouraged to include videos, pictures, documents, and student writing in their presentations.

The presentation may be created with online programs such as Prezi or Glogster, or it may be created with poster board and art supplies. Presentations may be worked on in class or done outside of the class. A suggested rubric for grading is provided. (See Suggested Presentation Rubric under Visuals, Materials, and Texts)

	Reporting Category
	Stimuli (if applicable)
[image: abrahmaX00202_9]

	1
	

	TEKS Alignment
(remember if it uses a Social Studies Skill it needs dual coding)
	Question Stem

The correspondent pictured could have written his message after the following major battle of the Civil War - 

	8.8B



	

	Answer
	Distracters

A) Antietam
B) Bull Run
C) Gettysburg
D) Fort Sumter

	C
	

	Source of Question
	Teacher made

	

	ACCOMMODATIONS/ENRICHMENTS

	Accommodations: Pair up or group students to complete most of the assignments. For ELL students, I recommend pairing them with a partner who speaks the same language but is at a higher level of English comprehension. You may reduce the number of questions/responses for SPED students and provide sentence stems for both SPED and ELL students. You may also wish to increase the amount of time given for certain students to complete their tasks.

Enrichment: Students who finish early may be interested in exploring websites such as: 
ABC-Clio, specifically: http://americanhistory.abc-clio.com/Topics/Display/1187674
Images of the Civil War from PBS: http://www.pbs.org/teachers/connect/resources/1614/preview/

Civil War letters from PBS: http://www.pbs.org/civilwar/classroom/lesson_letters.html

	SILENT/SUSTAINED READING RESOURCES

	Bentley Boyd Chester Comix The Civil War v. 1 & 2
Christopher Collier With Every Drop of Blood
Stephen Crane The Red Badge of Courage
Gary Paulsen Soldier’s Heart
Thomas Ratliff You Wouldn’t Want to be a Civil War Soldier!

	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS
Elementary Only

	



battlefield photos August 2011.pptx
Battle of Bull Run













Drag the corners of photos to enlarge; feel free to copy and paste for your classroom use. Note the slope of the land- how would this have impacted the opposing military?
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Antietam























Drag corners of photos to enlarge; again note the slope of the land and the landscape
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Gettysburg





Drag the corners of photos to enlarge; note the varied landscapes and inclines at Gettysburg; some textbooks such as Creating America include an illustrated map of Gettysburg which is interesting to compare with actual photos such as the area of Devil’s Den as seen at bottom right.
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Battle of Bull Run
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Suggested Presentation Rubric



Battle of ______________________________

		Parts:

		Exemplary

		Average




		Below Average



		Design- photography, artwork, music, videos, etc.

		Media is used effectively and adds to the presentation. The presentation is clean and uncluttered, making it easy for the audience to learn more about the battle.

20-25 points _______

		Some media is used effectively and adds to the presentation for the most part. The presentation is relatively clean but lacks appeal or interest for the audience.

13-19 points _________

		Few media sources are used, if at all. The presentation is not clearly organized, making it difficult for the audience to learn more about the battle.

0-12 points _________



		Battle information

		The significant information of the battle is clearly presented to an 8th grade audience. Leaders, weaponry, events, outcomes, etc. are clearly mentioned and have examples.

32-40 points _______

		Most of the significant information of the battle is presented to an 8th grade audience. Leaders, weaponry, events, outcomes, etc. are mentioned but all may not have examples.

20-31 points ________

		Some of the significant information of the battle is presented to an 8th grade audience. The presentation is missing information about leaders, weaponry, events, or outcomes. Few examples are provided.

0-19 points _________



		Student writing as a soldier

		The presentation includes one or more examples of original student writing. The descriptions written by the student matches conditions, events, and soldier life at the battle

28-35 points ________

		The presentation includes a sample of original student writing. The descriptions written by the student mostly match the conditions, events, and soldier life at the battle but need some work.

20-27 points ________

		The presentation either is missing a sample of original student writing or includes a sample that needs a lot of work. The descriptions written by the student do not match the conditions, events, and/or soldier life at the battle.

0-19 points _________



		Total

		

		

		












Presentation Final Score: _____________


Comments: 
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Battles Thought Logs.pptx
Bull Run



What did you see?

What did you learn?

What do you think or feel?

What else would you like to know?





Antietam

What did you see?

What did you learn?

What do you think or feel?

What else would you like to know?







Gettysburg

What did you see?

What did you learn?

What do you think or feel?

What else would you like to know?







Vicksburg

What did you see?

What did you learn?

What do you think or feel?

What else would you like to know?







Based on s3strategies Strategic Thinking
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