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	Course:  Social Studies 
	Unit of Study:  
The Birth of Our Constitution


	Title of lesson: 
Articles of Confederation

By:

Marcia Looper

	Grade Level: Fifth Grade
	
	Time Frame of lesson: Two 60 minute sessions

	ENDURING UNDERSTANDING(S):  

	· The Constitution was written to create a more effective government for the United States. 

· Individual citizens have rights including freedom of religion, speech, and press and the right to assemble and petition the government. 

· The Constitution endures because it balances power, fosters compromise and provides for change. 

· The Bill of Rights protects the rights and liberties of Americans from the abuses of government. 



	CONCEPT STATEMENT(S): The big ideas that spiral through all social studies curriculum.
	ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S): Personalized, open-ended questions which build relevancy to curriculum for students.

	· A written constitution sets forth the terms and limits of a government’s power.

· Government is created out of necessity to protect human rights.

· The structure of a government reflects the basic values of the society.

· New rules are often created in response to perceived injustices of the past.

· Democratic governments must balance the rights of individuals with the common good.


	· How comfortable are you in a situation where you don’t know the rules? 

· How can you divide power among leaders so that it is fair to everyone? 

· Who do you talk to and what do you do when your rights are denied? 

· What situations in your life have been solved through compromise? 



	THREE PART OBJECTIVE: (Content, Cognitive Blooms Level, and Proving Behavior)

	Given prior knowledge of the challenges of governing a new nation after the American Revolution, the learner will identify the purpose of creating a weak central government by taking on the roles of state officials in 1776, crafting arguments in favor of the Articles of Confederation with 90% accuracy.   

	LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE(S): (Aligned with ELPS/Choose those appropriate to your students.)

	Learning Strategies
	1A:  Students will use what they know about leaders today to learn about leaders from the past.

	Listening
	2D:  Students will listen to class discussion about the creation of a new government after the colonies declared independence from Britain and will participate preparing a skit, taking on the roles of state officials in 1776, and crafting arguments in favor of the Articles of Confederation

	Speaking
	3G:  Students will express opinions, ideas and feelings about the Articles of Confederation using words to describe the feelings of the colonists after they won independence from Britain and their determination to never have to answer to another King again.


	Reading
	4E:  Students will read the actual Articles of Confederation, exploring the organization, content and text.


	Writing
	5G:  Students will narrate, describe and explain in writing a speech crafting an argument in favor of the Articles of Confederation.


	TEKS COVERED IN THIS LESSON: Aligned to the 2010 Essential Knowledge and Skills

	(3) History. The student understands the events that led from the Articles of Confederation to the creation of the U.S. Constitution and the government it established. The student is expected to: 

(A) identify the issues that led to the creation of the U.S. Constitution, including the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation; and 

(B) identify the contributions of individuals, including James Madison, and such as George Mason, Charles Pinckney, and Roger Sherman, who helped create the U.S. Constitution. 

(14) Government. The student understands the organization of governments in colonial America. The student is expected to: 

(A) identify and compare the systems of government of early European colonists, including representative government and monarchy; and 

(B) identify examples of representative government in the American colonies, including the Mayflower Compact and the Virginia House of Burgesses. 

(16) Government. The student understands the framework of government created by the U.S. Constitution of 1787. The student is expected to: 

(A) identify and explain the basic functions of the three branches of government; 

(B) identify the reasons for and describe the system of checks and balances outlined in the U.S. Constitution; and 

(C) distinguish between national and state governments and compare their responsibilities in the U.S. federal system. 

(19) Citizenship. The student understands the importance of effective leadership in a constitutional republic. The student is expected to: 

(A) explain the contributions of the Founding Fathers to the development of the national government; 

(B) identify past and present leaders in the national government, including the president and various members of Congress, and their political parties; and 

(C) identify and compare leadership qualities of national leaders, past and present. 



	TEACHER TO TEACHER NOTES:

	Build a FENCE to demonstrate the Articles of Confederation- on each fence post record important statements to describe the purpose and intentions of the Articles of Confederation.  The New Nation was trying to desperately to avoid a repeat of life under the British leadership.  When you teach the Constitution, build a BRICK WALL- made of bricks that show the strength of leadership under the three branches: Executive, Legislative and Judicial, and other statements describing characteristics that promised a government for the people, of the people, by the people.  Keep this display available to demonstrate the more permanent and lasting Constitution VS the Articles of Confederation.  I keep a “magic wand” nearby to demonstrate the “magic” of “compromise” and how that magic made the “fence” into a “brick wall.”


	VISUALS, MATERIALS, AND TEXTS:
	RESOURCES & TECHNOLOGY

	· ACTIV Flip Chart by Marcia Looper: Articles of Confederation
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· United Streaming Video: “A Nation in Crisis”


	· Articles of Confederation http://tinyurl.com/3r4mwhh 
· Brain Pop: U.S. Constitution http://www.brainpop.com/
· Congress for Kids:  http://tinyurl.com/447yl9c


	PROCEDURES/ACTIVITIES

Remember Horizontal Teaching:

	LESSON COMPONENT
	CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

	SET:  Tell the students that we are going to create a club for our school to help build community and school spirit. Mix the students in groups of 3-4 and ask each group to create a name for the club, select a leader, and determine rules for how the group should be run.  Give the students 10 minutes. 

	Ask students to describe the task.  Was it easy or hard?  Did everyone readily agree to the kind of club?  Was it easy to select a leader?  Did everyone agree to the way the club should be run?  

	INPUT: 
United Streaming Video: “A Nation in Crisis”

Description:  During the Revolution, the Second Continental Congress was trying to establish a central government. The state legislatures finally approved the Articles of Confederation, but then refused to give Congress any power. Shays' Rebellion made the people realize that more control was needed. A Constitutional Convention was proposed to create a true constitution providing a strong federal government to save the new nation. 

OR….

View ACTIV Flip Chart: Articles of Confederation created by Marcia Looper.
	TRIBES Community Circle:  Have students predict what kind of government Americans might want after they had been freed from British control.   Pass around copy of Articles Of Confederation and when student holds it, they will make their prediction.  

After some discussion, build a FENCE- on each fence post will be a descriptive statement describing the Articles of Confederation such as (1) New Plan of Government, (2) Firm League of Friendship, (3) States Retain Freedom and Independence, (4) Congress as Governing Body (Legislative), and (5) No Executive Body.  Discuss what it will take for the FENCE to STAND.  Why did our new nation’s leaders want to avoid a strong central government?  (Build the BRICK WALL when you teach the Constitution).

	MODEL:   Compare the government created in the Articles to the government today.  Tell students to combine what they know about the government today with what the text tells about the government under the Articles. 

	http://tinyurl.com/3r4mwhh Provide a copy of the Articles of Confederation to each student.  Have students work as a group to come up with three things they notice about the Articles of Confederation and how it relates or contrasts with what they know about our government today.

	GUIDED PRACTICE:  Small Groups of 3-4
Make a Speech:  Ask students to take on the roles of state officials in 1776.  Each group must prepare a skit to bring an excerpt from the Articles of Confederation to life.  Follow these steps: 
· Step 1:  Brainstorm ideas about how to bring the excerpt to life.

· Step 2:  Prepare props and costumes.

· Step 3: Agree on what each actor will say.

· Step 4: Rehearse your skit.


	Students will perform their skits and then allow audience to ask questions.  Student performers should stay in character and answer as if “we were there!”

	CLOSURE: 
Make a transparency or project a picture of the Second Continental Congress.  Select students to recreate a “living tableau” in front of the image.  Have a student reporter come to the screen to interview the different “members” of the Second Continental Congress to hear their arguments of creating a weak central government.

	Reflect on power of student arguments for or against weak central government.  Do you feel power should rest with the individual states or do you think a strong central government is needed?

	ASSESSMENT(S)

	Stage of Language Acquisition
	Proving Behavior

	Native Speakers and Advanced Fluency
	Students will express opinions, ideas and feelings about the impact and importance of creating a new government after declaring independence from Britain..



	Intermediate Fluency
	Student will share in cooperative groups about the impact of establishing a government to protect states’ rights, freedom and independence.


	Speech Emergence
	Student will speak using a variety of types of sentence stems about the Articles of Confederation.


	Early Production
	Students will ask and give information using the word Articles of Confederation.

	Preproduction
	Students will pronounce the word Articles of Confederation correctly.



	ACCOMMODATIONS/ENRICHMENTS

	Accommodations:  Use synonyms, pictures, and role-playing to help students understand the meanings of the words freedom, strong central government, firm league of friendship and ratify.  Have students practice using these words as they tell about the Articles of Confederation.
Enrichment:  Have students write a newspaper article/editorial about the impact of the Articles of Confederation.


	SILENT/SUSTAINED READING RESOURCES

	Fiction:

Fritz, Jean. Shh! We’re writing the Constitution. 1987.

Non-Fiction

Armentrout, D. La Constitution. 2005.

Armentrout, D. The Constitution. 2005.

Burgan, Michael. The Bill of Rights. 2002

Catrow, David. We the kids: the preamble to the Constitution of the United States.  2002.

Center for Civic Education. We the people…the citizen and the Constitution. 1998.

Fradin, Dennis.  The Founders: The 39 Stories behind the U.S. Constitution. 2005.

Hamilton, John. The Constitution.  2005.

Hamilton, John. The Bill of Rights. 2005.

Judson, Katen. The Constitution of the United States. 1996.

Levy, Elizabeth.  If you were there when they signed the Constitution. 1992, 1987.

Maestro, Betsy. More perfect union: the story of our Constitution. 1990, 1987.

Maestro, Betsy. The Voice of the People: American Democracy in Action. 1998, 1996.

Marsh, Carole.  The U.S. Constitution, “Sign on the Dotted Line”. 2005

Marsh, Carole.  The Bill of Rights, “It Can’t be Wrong”. 2005

Randolph, Joanne. What is the U.S. Constitution.  2003.

Sobel, Syl. The U.S. Constitution and You.  2001.

Williams, Jean.  The U.S. Constitution. 2003. 

	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS

Elementary Only

	1. Create a FLOWCHART using Microsoft Diagram Gallery (Click on Insert Diagram or Organization Chart) to demonstrate how the Articles of Confederation, Shay’s Rebellion and the Northwest Ordinance led to the Constitutional Convention.
2. Go to Curriculum Wiki on SBISD Library Resources page.  See demo on how to create a TRADING CARD.  Have students create their own trading cards of one of the Founding Fathers of their choice.  In preparation, students will need to have a title, subtitle, and description of the Founding Father selected.  The description should demonstrate how that Founding Father impacted American History!
3. Have students work with partners to create a BILL OF RIGHTS FOR TEDDY BEARS!  Students should create a list of amendments that will guarantee personal freedoms for teddy bears!  Once approved, students will create a Photo Story to demonstrate the rights of a teddy bear!  Teddy Bears have the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of fluffiness!
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