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Model Lesson Plan

Melissa Cohen-Nickels
Baines Middle School
	Course:

U.S. History
	Title of Unit:

The 13 Colonies

	Title of Lesson:

Surviving Jamestown 


	Grade Level:

8
	
	Time Frame:

3 Class Periods


	Description
Jamestown was founded in 1607 by the English to discover the riches of the new world, yet very quickly the colonists realized that rivers of gold were just rumors. The first few years of the colony were difficult: starvation, disputes with Native Americans, and unorganized leaders.  This lesson uses primary and secondary sources to guide students through the first 12 years of the Jamestown colony. 
Focus Question: Was Jamestown, Virginia a success?


	TEKS Objectives (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html#113.32 )

8.1C explain the significance of the following dates: 1607, founding of Jamestown; 1620, arrival of the Pilgrims and signing of the Mayflower Compact; 1776, adoption of the Declaration of Independence; 1787, writing of the U.S. Constitution; 1803, Louisiana Purchase; and 1861-1865, Civil War.
8.3B analyze the importance of the Mayflower Compact, the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut, and the Virginia House of Burgesses to the growth of representative government; and

8.29A differentiate between, locate, and use valid primary and secondary sources such as computer software, databases, media and news services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire information about the United States.



	Teacher to Teacher Notes
Refer to the official Jamestown, VA website and the National Parks Services website for more information
http://www.historyisfun.org/
http://www.nps.gov/jame/index.htm
1 packet per group of the Jamestown 1607, Jamestown 1609-1610, Jamestown 1612, and Jamestown 1619. 
Jamestown Graphic Organizer (one per student) This is on legal-sized paper.

Essay rubric (1 per student)




	Materials needed
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	Websites used
http://www.historyisfun.org/
http://www.nps.gov/jame/index.htm


	Procedures/Activities
Day One:
Engage.  Students have students create a KWL chart about why the English first came to the New World. They can base their ideas on the exploration of the Spanish, French or use prior knowledge. 
Explain.  Distribute the Jamestown graphic organizer. Tell the students that they will be doing an investigation using primary and secondary sources to answer the following question: Was Jamestown, Virginia a success?
Place students in groups of three. Students will look at four different time periods in Jamestown’s history: Jamestown 1607, 1610, 1612, and 1619. On day one students will only look at 1607 and 1610. Give each group a packet of sources from 1607. You can also put the pictures on the projector since the packets will most likely be in black and white. Have students start with geography. Read the question aloud and clarify what the students are looking for. You could model the first question for them. Geography question: What was the land like in Jamestown? How did that affect the colonists?
“By looking at the map, Jamestown is located near a water source that leads to the Atlantic Ocean. The excerpt states that malaria is a deadly mosquito carrying disease. Mosquitoes thrive in watery areas. The picture below shows possibly a dead man lying in water. I conclude that Jamestown’s location on the water and the deadly infestation of mosquitoes makes it difficult for the colonists to survive.”
Give the students 2-3 minutes with each set of question/sources. Then go over the answers as a class after each box. For the source on economics, the Disney Pocahontas song, “Mine, Mine, Mine,” you can go on YouTube or bring in the movie to show the video clip. Students can sing along. If you do not have access to the video, then it may be better to read the lyrics aloud to them to get the correct inflection of the words since they mean two different things: Mine (as in I mine for gold) and Mine (as in this is all mine). Remind students to think about their main question when completing Jamestown 1607: Was Jamestown, VA a success?
Explore.  Once the students have completed the first column then collect the 1607 packet and pass out the 1609-1610 packet. Students may need a few more minutes to read the excerpts in this section. Also Society and Morale are on the same page so students can do them at the same time or wait until the end to do Morale. For the economics box, students will be looking at the list of the original settlers and their occupations. Point out to them how many Gentlemen there were in comparison to laborers. Ask them how this would affect the production of the colony. Also students should figure out that there were no farmers or people experienced in food production in the original colony which could be an additional reason why so many of them starved. 
Wrap up day one by having the students write a paragraph or an exit ticket answering their original question: Was Jamestown, VA a success? 



	Day Two:
Students will reconvene in their groups. Review with the students some of their answers from yesterday’s exit ticket. Ask the students to make a prediction about what is going to come in the next 10 years for the people of Jamestown. Remind students of the original question: Was Jamestown, VA a success? Then pass out the next packet of sources for 1612. Give the students 2-3 minutes per page to analyze the sources in groups. Emphasize the discovery of tobacco as a source of income for the colonists. Before moving on to the final period, ask the students if they think the colonists will need anything else to be successful besides tobacco. Ask them to think about the other categories Geography, Society and Politics. 
Pass out the final packet of sources for 1619. Have the students work on each section as they have done previously. Remind the students of the key question: Was Jamestown, VA a success? 


	Assessment(s)
Day Three: 
Evaluate: Have the students write an essay about the key question: Was Jamestown, VA a success? Students should discuss the hardships in the beginning and the key events and people that were the turning point for the colony. Students should include aspects of geography, society, economy, politics and morale. 
Suggested answers should include: 
Geography: Lack of gold, swampy/harsh conditions/ fertile soil for farming

Society: Problems with the original settlers, relationship with Native Americans, introduction of women and slaves, Pocahontas, John Rolfe

Economy: Lack of gold, introduction of tobacco

Politics: The original council, the creation of the Virginia House of Burgess, 1st Representative Government

Morale: Settler’s feelings prior to 1612 and after 1612 (introduction of tobacco).

Grading rubric is in the Materials Section.



	Instructional Alternatives
Extend: Students can debate about which milestone for the Jamestown colony was the most important in the continuation of the colony after 1619. Students will choose from the creation of the Virginia House of Burgess (which brought law and order to the colony), the discovery of tobacco (which brought economic prosperity to the colony), or peace with the Native Americans (which brought stability to the colony). 


	Interdisciplinary Connections

This lesson contains earth science and biology connections.  Students can investigate the scientific aspects of the geography of Jamestown. They can research swamp life, contagious diseases spread by mosquitoes, or the effects of droughts on animal and human societies. 
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Geography: How did they begin to use the land differently at this time?


What do you think they are growing? Who did they sell the crops to?
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Society: How did the relationship between the colonists and the Powhatans change?


Read the inscription around the painting of Pocahontas. What does it tell you about her relationship with the settlers? Look at her clothing in the picture on the right, why is this different then her younger picture on the left?
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Society: How did the relationship between the colonists and the Powhatans change?

Interracial Marriage 

Alliance through marriage is a common way for two societies to deal with each other, and Indians in the United States repeatedly suggested such a policy. Spanish men married Native women in California and New Mexico and converted them to Spanish ways. French fur traders married Native women in Canada and Illinois and converted to Native ways.

In New England and Virginia, English colonists quickly moved to forbid interracial marriage. Pocahontas stands as the first and almost the last Native to be accepted into British-American society. In Anglo society “half-breeds” were not valued but stigmatized.

 




 


The Baptism of Pocahontas by John Gadsby Chapman
Commissioned 1837; placed 1840

Economics: 

Who saved the Jamestown colony? What did he bring to Jamestown?


A new commodity of unsuspected commercial value began now to be grown in garden-plots along the James -- the "weed" par excellence, tobacco. That John Rolfe who had been shipwrecked on the Sea Adventure was now a planter in Virginia. His child Bermuda had died in infancy, and his wife soon after their coming to Jamestown. Rolfe remained, a young man, a good citizen, and a Christian. And he loved tobacco. On that trivial fact hinges an important chapter in the economic history of America. In 1612 Rolfe planted tobacco in his own garden, experimented with its culture, and prophesied that the Virginian weed would rank with the best Spanish. It was now a shorter plant, smaller-leafed and smaller-flowered, but time and skilful gardening would improve it.

Tobacco penetrated the social, political, and economic life of the colony. Ownership of a large tobacco plantation could take one up the social ladder; many of the men responsible for the welfare of the colony were planters, and everything could be paid for in tobacco. In 1620 the indentured servants were paid for with tobacco, the young women sent to the colonists to become wives were purchased by paying their transportation charges with tobacco. The wages of soldiers and the salaries of clergymen and governmental officials were paid in tobacco. By 1620, England was importing 30,000 pounds of tobacco a year.  After 1730 tobacco notes, that is warehouse receipts, representing a certain amount of money, served as currency for the colony.
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 English Pipe Found at Jamestown


Morale: How did the colonist feel after John Rolfe’s discovery?



_1366684946.doc
		

		Jamestown, Virginia 1607

		Jamestown, Virginia 1609-1610

		Jamestown, Virginia 1612

		Jamestown, Virginia 1619



		Geography

		What was the land like in Jamestown? How did that affect the colonists?

		What geographic event prompted (started) the “starving time”?

		How did they begin to use the land differently at this time?

		What geographic feature allowed Jamestown to become a good trading area?



		Society

		Describe the people who came to Jamestown. How did they interact with the Powhatan tribe?

		How did the population change during the “starving time”?

		How did the relationship between the colonists and the Powhatans change?

		Who arrived in Jamestown for the first time?



		Politics

		Who was Jamestown named after? What kind of government was he the leader of?

		How did they maintain order in the colony?

		

		What was the Virginia House of Burgess? Who chooses the leaders in a representative government?



		Economics

		Why did the English come to Jamestown?

		Look at the list of settlers, what profession is missing that would have helped them survive the “starving time’?

		Who saved the Jamestown colony? What did he bring to Jamestown?

		Explain the change in Jamestown economy from 1607 to 1619.



		Morale

		How did the colonists feel about coming to the new world? Review the previous sources.

		How did the colonists feel during the “starving time”?

		How did the colonists feel after John Rolfe’s discovery?

		What was Jamestown’s outlook on the future? Did they think they would succeed? What might be the state of morale among these women and the slaves?
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Geography: What geographic feature allowed Jamestown to become a good trading area?


“They have in their Colony pinnaces, barks, great and small boats many hundreds, for most of their plantations stand upon the river sides….”

- A Perfect Description of Virginia, 1649

 


		



		Library of Congress

John Smith's map of Virginia







 


The Spanish had mapped the Chesapeake Bay area as early as the 1520s. Later explorers like John Smith, recognizing the importance of Virginia’s waterways, produced detailed maps that remain astonishingly accurate. 


As Jamestown developed into a thriving port city, the waterways would continue to link the colony and the Mother Country. Virginians shipped their tobacco across the Atlantic Ocean and kept abreast of the governmental changes, new writings and the latest fashions in England.

The Virginia House of Burgesses

· The first representative government was created to encourage people to move to the colony.

· Who chooses the leaders under a representative government?


· Representatives were called burgesses and the first meeting was called the House of Burgesses


· The first legislature anywhere in the English colonies in America was in Virginia. This was the House of Burgesses, and it first met on July 30, 1619, at a church in Jamestown. Its first order of business was to set a minimum price for the sale of tobacco. 


· Although the first session was cut short because of an outbreak of malaria, the House of Burgesses soon became a symbol of representative government. Among the 22 members was the governor, who was appointed by officials of the Virginia Company in London. The governor in turn appointed six important members of the colony to be his council. The other 15 members were elected by the colony as a whole, or actually men over 17 who also owned land.
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Society:



Who arrived in Jamestown for the first time in 1619?



What do you think was the possible impact of the arrival of these groups?







In 1619, in an effort to create a more stable society, the company dispatched a boatload of marriageable women to the colony; the going rate was 120 pounds of tobacco for each bride.







The other crucial event that would play a role in the development of America was the arrival of Africans to Jamestown. A Dutch slave trader exchanged his cargo of Africans for food in 1619. The Africans became indentured servants, similar in legal position to many poor Englishmen who traded several years’ labor in exchange for passage to America. The popular conception of a racially based slave system did not develop until the 1680's.
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Geography: What geographic event prompted the “starving time”?


The Starving Time
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Digging Deep:  Four hundred-year-old oyster shells at the bottom of the Jamestown well.

Photo courtesy of Preservation Virginia

VIMS oyster study confirms early Jamestown drought


By David Malmquist | June 4, 2010

A study of 400-year-old oyster shells from North America's first permanent English colony confirms that a harsh drought plagued the early years of the Jamestown settlement.


The investigation, led by researcher Juliana Harding of the Virginia Institute of Marine Science, used chemical signatures within oyster shells from an abandoned Jamestown well to reveal that the James River was much saltier between 1609 and 1612 than today, likely due to a drought-induced decrease in runoff from nearby freshwater rivers.





The study, published in the May 31 online edition of the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, confirms results from an earlier tree-ring analysis, which showed that the colonists arrived in Virginia in the middle of a severe regional drought that persisted from 1606 to 1612-the driest seven years in nearly eight centuries. The drought caused crop failures for the native Algonquin people, reducing the likelihood that the colonists could successfully barter for large quantities of food.


Explorers, Pioneers, and Frontiersmen, Jamestown, 1609-10


From the beginning, the settlers at Jamestown faced immense difficulties, but some of their problems were of their own making. They failed to plant crops early enough to assure a successful harvest. The initial choice of location was awful; their island home was little more than a malarial swamp during the summer months. 


Many original settlers were unaccustomed to manual labor and had to be mobilized under the stern leadership of John Smith and Thomas Dale. 


The years 1609-10 are known as the "Starving Time." Food was in such short supply that graves were robbed and corpses eaten. One colonist murdered his wife and feasted on her flesh. 


Food problems were compounded by continuing strife with the local native population. The Indians attempted to discourage white settlement by killing off the colonists' livestock. 


In an effort to restore discipline to the community, two men who were caught stealing food from the common storehouse were tied to posts and left to starve. 


In 1610, with hope seemingly extinguished, Jamestown was abandoned. The colonists boarded ships for the return trip to England. As their vessels prepared to clear the James River, a fleet appeared with reinforcements and supplies. The departing settlers were reluctantly persuaded to return to the colony.


Approximately 90% of the colonists to Virginia had died—killed by Indians, starved, fallen to disease—or run away and disappeared into the wilds of America.


Society: How did the population change during the “starving time”?

Morale: How did the colonists feel during the “starving time”?
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Politics: How did they maintain order in the colony?

In December 1607, he and some companions were ambushed by Indian deer hunters. After killing the other Englishmen with him, the Indians carried Smith back to their powerful chief, Powhatan, to decide his fate. Powhatan was apparently greatly impressed by Smith's self-confidence as well as such mystical instruments as an ivory and glass pocket compass he carried with him. Smith was questioned about his colony and then made to take part in some sort of ritual or trial, after which, in keeping with an Indian custom, he was made a subordinate chief in the tribe. Powhatan's 11 year old daughter, Pocahontas, took part in the ceremony in some way. Smith was constantly unsure of his fate, and he was convinced afterward that Pocahontas had saved his life. Smith was released in friendship after about four weeks of captivity and returned to Jamestown, guided by Indians. Meanwhile, dissent within the colony fermented due to laziness, lack of supplies, and periodic attempts at desertion by many of the colonists. Personal conflicts among Smith and various leaders, as well as disagreements over new policies being formulated in London, added to the discontent. As a result, Smith left Jamestown to explore and map the Chesapeake Bay region and search for badly needed food supplies. Due to bad government and near chaos, Smith was eventually elected president of the local council in September 1608. He instituted a policy of rigid discipline, strengthened defenses, and he encouraged farming with this admonishment: "He who does not work, will not eat." Because of his strong leadership, the settlement survived and grew during the next year. Unfortunately, Smith was accidentally injured by a gunpowder burn and had to return to England for treatment in October 1609, never to return to Virginia.
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 Original Settlers


Economics: Look at the list of settlers, what profession is missing that would have helped them survive in the “starving time”?

		Name

		Occupation



		· Master Edward Maria Wingfield 


· Captaine Bartholomew Gosnoll 


· Captaine John Smyth 


· Captaine John Ratliffe 


· Captaine John Martin 


· Captaine George Kendall

		Councell



		Master Robert Hunt

		Preacher



		Master George Percie, Anthony Gosnoll, Captaine Gabriell Archer, Robert Ford, William Bruster, Dru Pickhouse, John Brookes, Thomas Sands, John Robinson, Ustis Clovill, Kellam Throgmorton, Nathaniell Powell, Robert Behethland, Jeremy Alicock, Thomas Studley, Richard Crofts, Nicholas Houlgrave, Thomas Webbe, John Waler, William Tanker, Francis Snarsbrough, Edward Brookes, Richard Dixon, John Martin, George Martin, Anthony Gosnold, Thomas Wotton, Surgeon, Thomas Gore, Francis Midwinter

		Gentlemen



		William Laxon, Edward Pising, Thomas Emry, Robert Small, Anas Todkill, John Capper

		Carpenters



		James Read

		Blacksmith



		Jonas Profit

		Sailer



		Thomas Couper

		Barber



		John Herd and William Garret

		Bricklayers



		Edward Brinto

		Mason



		William Love

		Taylor



		Nicholas Skot

		Drum



		John Laydon , William Cassen, George Cassen, Thomas Cassen, William Rods, William White, Ould Edward, Henry Tavin, George Golding, John Dods, William Johnson, William Unger, William Wickinson, Surgeon

		Labourers



		Samuell Collier, Nathaniel Peacock, James Brumfield, Richard Mutton

		Boyes









Captain John Smith
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		Jamestown Essay:


Was Jamestown, Virginia a success?




Teacher Name: Melissa Cohen-Nickels 


Student Name:     ________________________________________ 






		





		CATEGORY 

		10- Above Standards 

		8 - Meets Standards 

		6 - Approaching Standards 

		1 - Below Standards 

		Score 



		Position Statement 

		The position statement provides a clear, strong statement of the author's position on the topic about the success or failure of Jamestown.

		The position statement provides a clear statement of the author's position on the topic about the success or failure of Jamestown.

		A position statement is present, but does not make the author's position clear about the success or failure of Jamestown.

		There is no position statement. 

		  



		Focus or Thesis Statement 

		The thesis statement names the topic of the essay and outlines the main points to be discussed. Student included reference to geography, society, economics, politics and morale.

		The thesis statement names the topic of the essay. Student included reference to some of the themes of geography, society, economics, politics and morale.

		The thesis statement outlines some or all of the main points to be discussed but does not name the topic. Student included reference to only one of the themes geography, society, economics, politics and morale.

		The thesis statement does not name the topic AND does not preview what will be discussed. Student did not reference geography, society, economics, politics and morale.

		  



		Support for Position 

		Includes 3 or more pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences) that support the position statement. The writer anticipates the reader's concerns, biases or arguments and has provided at least 1 counter-argument. 

		Includes 3 or more pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences) that support the position statement. 

		Includes 2 pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences) that support the position statement. 

		Includes 1 or fewer pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences). 

		  



		Accuracy 

		All supportive facts and statistics are reported accurately. 

		Almost all supportive facts and statistics are reported accurately. 

		Most supportive facts and statistics are reported accurately. 

		Most supportive facts and statistics were inaccurately reported. 

		  



		Sequencing 

		Arguments and support are provided in a logical order that makes it easy and interesting to follow the author's train of thought. Author went from 1607 through 1619. 

		Arguments and support are provided in a fairly logical order that makes it reasonably easy to follow the author's train of thought. Author went from 1607 through 1619.

		A few of the support details or arguments are not in an expected or logical order, distracting the reader and making the essay seem a little confusing. Author confused events between 1607 -1619.

		Many of the support details or arguments are not in an expected or logical order, distracting the reader and making the essay seem very confusing. 
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Geography: What was the land like in Jamestown? How did that affect the colonists?
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Society: Describe the people who came to Jamestown. How did they interact with the Powhatan tribe?

Look at the pictures below and describe the interaction between the English colonists and the Powhatan tribe:
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Excerpt from: 


The First Charter of Virginia; Written on April 10, 1606 


JAMES, by the Grace of God, King of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. WHEREAS our loving and well-disposed Subjects, Sir Thorn as Gales, and Sir George Somers, Knights, Richard Hackluit, Clerk, Prebendary of Westminster, and Edward-Maria Wingfield, Thomas Hanharm and Ralegh Gilbert, Esqrs. William Parker, and George Popham, Gentlemen, and divers others of our loving Subjects, have been humble Suitors unto us, that We would vouchsafe unto them our Licence, to make Habitation, Plantation, and to deduce a colony of sundry of our People into that part of America commonly called VIRGINIA, and other parts and Territories in America, either appertaining unto us, or which are not now actually possessed by any Christian Prince or People, situate, lying, and being all along the Sea Coasts, between four and thirty Degrees of Northerly Latitude from the Equinoctial Line, and five and forty Degrees of the same Latitude, and in the main Land between the same four and thirty and five and forty Degrees, and the Islands "hereunto adjacent, or within one hundred Miles of the Coast thereof; 


Pay careful attention to the bolded print!


Politics (1607)- Who was Jamestown named after? What kind of government was he the leader of?


Disney Pocahontas Song Lyrics: Mine Mine Mine


[Ratcliffe]
The gold of Cortes
The jewels of Pizarro
Will seem like mere trinkets
By this time tomorrow
The gold we find here
Will dwarf them by far
Oh, with all ya got in ya, boys
Dig up Virginia, boys

Mine, boys, mine ev'ry mountain
And dig, boys, dig 'til ya drop
Grab a pick, boys
Quick, boys
Shove in a shovel
Uncover those lovely
Pebbles that sparkle and shine
It's gold and it's mine, mine, mine
English Settlers
Dig and dig and dig and diggety ...
Dig and dig and dig and diggety ...
Wiggins
Hey nonny nonny
Ho nonny nonny
Ratcliffe
Oh, how I love it!
Riches for Cheap!
Wiggins
There'll be heaps of it ...
Ratcliffe
And I'll be on top of the heap!

My rivals back home
It's not that I'm bitter
But think how they'll squirm
When they see how I glitter!
The ladies at court
Will be all a-twitter
The king will reward me
He'll knight me ... no, lord me!

It's mine, mine, mind
For the taking
It's mine, boys
Mine me that gold!
With those nuggets dug ...

It's glory they'll gimme
My dear friend, King Jimmy
Will probably build me a shrine
When all of the gold is mine

[English Settlers]
Dig and dig and dig and diggety
Dig and dig and dig and diggety-dig!
[Smith]
All of my life, I have searched for a land
Like this one
A wilder, more challenging country
I couldn't design
Hundreds of dangers await
And I don't plan to miss one
In a land I can claim
A land I can tame
The greatest adventure is mine!

[Ratcliffe and English Settlers together]

[Ratcliffe]
Keep on working, lands
Don't be shirking, lands
Mine, boys, mind
Mine me that gold
Beautiful gold
[English Settlers]
Mine
Find a mother lode
Then find another load!
Dig! Dig! and diggety
Dig! Dig! for that gold
All
Make this island
My land!
[Ratcliffe]
Make the mounds big, boys
I'd help you to dig, boys
But I've got this crick in me spine
[Smith]
This land we behold ...
[Ratcliffe]
This beauty untold ...
[Smith]
A man can be bold!
It all can be sold!

[Ratcliffe and English Settlers together]

[Ratcliffe]
And the gold
Is ...
Mine!
Mine!
Mine!
Mine!
[English Settlers]
So go for the gold
We know which is here
All the riches here
From this minute
This land and what's in it is
Mine!
[Ratcliffe]
Dig and dig and diggety-dig!
Hey nonny nonny nonny it's mine!

After reading the song from the Disney version of Pocohantas think about the following question!


ECONOMICS: Why did the English come to Jamestown?


Malaria is a mosquito-borne disease caused by a parasite. People with malaria often experience fever, chills, and flu-like illness. Left untreated, they may develop severe complications and die.







Winter of 1609



What changed?







Expected supply ships did not arrive with needed food. The Jamestown settlers sought help by trading with the Powhatan Indians. The Indians brought corn, fish, oysters, and bread in exchange for copper utensils, beads, glass trinkets and iron hatchets.












