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Model Lesson Plan

Melissa Cohen-Nickels
Baines Middle School
	Course:

US History from 1877
	Title of Unit:

Progressive Era
	Title of Lesson:
Being Green- Theodore Roosevelt and the Rise of the National Parks

	Grade Level:

11th


	
	Time Frame:

4-7 “50 minute” class periods


	Description
Students will learn about the history of the creation of the National Parks System and Theodore Roosevelt's hand in the conservation efforts. 


	TEKS Objectives (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html#113.32 )
TEKS Content Objectives:  

(14)  Geography. The student understands the relationship between population growth and modernization on the physical environment. The student is expected to:

(B)  identify the roles of governmental entities and private citizens in managing the environment such as the establishment of the National Park System, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the Endangered Species Act; and

TEKS Skills Objectives:  

(29)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to:

(D)  use the process of historical inquiry to research, interpret, and use multiple types of sources of evidence;

(30)  Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected to:

(A)  create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies information;

	Teachers Notes- Students will be researching a specific National Park to create a museum display. This can be done in small groups or as individuals. All information can be found on the official National Parks website but renting library books from the local library can be useful if there are not enough days in the computer lab. 



	Materials needed:
National Parks Instruction Sheet- 1 per student

National Parks Research Sheet- 1 per student
National Parks PowerPoint, Projector
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	Websites used:
Official National Parks Website:
http

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm"://

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm"www

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm"nps

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm"gov

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm"findapark

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm"/

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm"index

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm".

HYPERLINK "http://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm"htm
PBS National Parks Website:

http://www.pbs.org/nationalparks/



	Procedures/Activities
Explain- Teacher will use the PBS National Parks Website to get background information for about the history of the National Parks system. Teachers can either allow students to explore the website and video clips on their own or show episode 1 and 2 of Ken Burns’ film The National Parks-America’s Best Idea. 
Engage- The teacher will review the National Parks PPT in order to prepare students to pick a National Park to focus their research on. Each group of students must pick a different National Park so there are no repeated projects in the same class.  
Explore- Students will research their National Park online and using books. They must complete the National Parks Research Sheet. Then they will use the information from the research sheet to complete their project. 
Interdisciplinary Connections-Students can connect ecological information they discovered about their park to their science classrooms. 


	Assessment(s)
Evaluate- Students will present their museum display on exhibition day. Teachers can invite other classes, faculty and administration to come view the museum display. 



National Parks Project Research Sheet- U.S. History[image: ]



Your Name: __________________ Partner’s Name: __________________ Period: _________

Your National Park: ___________________________________________________________



Use the library books, encyclopedias and the internet to complete your research sheet.

Use the National Parks Website: http://www.nps.gov/findapark/index.htm



1. History: Why was it created? __________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2. Who/What group proposed it to be a National Park?

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

3. When was is inaugurated?_____________________________________________________________

4. Did it every have any other names? _____________________________________________________

5. Location: Where is it located? Give both absolute (long/lat) and relative locations.

__________________________________________________________________________________

Map Coordinate- ________________

6. Place: Describe its climate: ____________________________________________________________

	__________________________________________________________________________________

	Annual Precipitation: _________________________________________________________________

List 5 plants:________________________________________________________________________

List 5 animals: ______________________________________________________________________

7. What are the defining characteristics of this park? What makes it famous? 

	__________________________________________________________________________________

	__________________________________________________________________________________

8. List the different types of geographic features found in this park. (Ex.: Mountains, River)

__________________________________________________________________________________

9. How large is it? _____________________________________________________________________

10. What is its highest/lowest altitude? ______________________________________________________

11. Region: What region does it fall into? What are the characteristics of that region?

__________________________________________________________________________________

	__________________________________________________________________________________

12. HEI- How have humans affected the natural environment of the park? (Example: camping areas, roads, ancient settlements of Native Americans etc...)

	_________________________________________________________________________________

	__________________________________________________________________________________

	__________________________________________________________________________________

13. What Indian Tribes originally lived in the area? Do they still live there?

	__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

14. What natural resources can be found in this park?

	__________________________________________________________________________________

15. Has these natural resources ever been utilized by Americans?

	__________________________________________________________________________________

16. Look at the National Parks Government Website and find out about some current events/news going on at your park. Describe it below:

	__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

17. What are the attractions at your National Park? Refer to the National Parks Website.

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Project Start Date: _________________





Your Name: ___________________

Project Due Date: ___________________




Partner's Name: ________________


Project Exhibition Date: _______________ 




Period:  1  2   3   4   5   6   7


Our National Parks


In order to get a better appreciation for our national parks, you and a partner will do a research project over a national park of your choosing. To help you decide, there is a list of the parks on the back of the page. Once you’ve decided, let me know ASAP so that I can add your names and park to the list. Each park can only be used once per period.

When you have completed this project we will be having a National Parks exhibition in a museum style display. The student display will be on _________________. Students may earn additional points by dressing up in character to represent their park. 


You will need to include the following:


1. Create a brochure/flyer/booklet with general information about the park: (45 points)


- General park information (where it’s located, how large it is, when it opened, any other


  names that it has had, the history of the park, etc... see National Parks Project Research Sheet)


- Scientific information (plants, animals and natural features found in the park)


- Include how the 5 themes of Geography relates to your national park in your brochure. (See Research Sheet)


- at least 5 pictures from the park, include pictures of your scientific information and famous landmarks 


(MAKE SURE YOU CITE ALL INFORMATION INCLUDING PICTURES!)


2. Create a poster that advertises the key parts of your park & entices people to visit. (30 points)


You could model your poster off of the WPA posters of the Great Depression Era.


Must Include:


- An outline map of the United States with your National Park labeled on it.


- Geographic features which are unique to the park.


- Activities that people can do at the park


- Photograph or Drawing of the park


3. Write a newspaper article which discusses current events in the park. (15 points)


-The article must be about an event in the past 12 months of the park


-It must be at least 150 words long (approx. 15 sentences)


-You may use the newspaper template for the article or create your own newspaper.


4. A relief map that shows terrain and elevation of the park (10 points)


-Possible mediums- clay, paper mache, foam, NO FOOD!

To Earn a 100% each group must have a relief map that shows terrain and elevation of the park. Max score without the relief map is 90%.


We will be going to the computer lab, but we will also be using library books in the room along with our computers. You will have at least 4 days to work in class, but possibly up to 6. All other research will need to be done outside of class.


List of Parks: 


		Grand Canyon

		Yellowstone

		Sequoia



		Olympic

		Glacier

		Denali



		Everglades

		Big Bend

		Mesa Verde



		Zion/Bryce Canyon

		Carlsbad Caverns

		Great Smoky Mountains



		Hawaii Volcanoes

		Petrified Forest

		Acadia





Grading Rubric:


		Grade Received

		Possible Points

		Project Component



		

		5

		Brochure: General Park Info



		

		5

		Brochure: Scientific Information-Plants and Animals



		

		25

		Brochure: 5 Themes of Geography 



		

		5

		Brochure: Minimum of 5 Pictures



		

		5

		Brochure: Creativity



		 

		

		



		

		5

		Poster: Outline Map of the U.S.



		

		5

		Poster: Geographic Features



		

		5

		Poster: Activities to do at the park



		

		5

		Poster: Photograph/Drawing



		

		10

		Poster: Creativity



		

		

		



		

		15

		Newspaper Article (minimum 150 words)



		

		

		



		

		10

		Relief Map of the Park





__________/100 Final Grade
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Grand Canyon- Arizona









Yellowstone- 
Idaho, Montana and Wyoming











Olympic- Washington







Glacier- Montana











Denali-Alaska











Everglades-Florida













Big Bend-Texas











Mesa Verde-Colorado











Zion/Bryce Canyon-Utah











Carlsbad Caverns- New Mexico











Great Smoky Mountains- North Carolina, Tennessee











Hawaii Volcanoes













Petrified Forest- Arizona







Acadia-Maine













Sequoia- California













What National Park do you want to see?





WPA Poster

The Works Progress Administration (renamed during 1939 as the Works Project Administration; WPA) was the largest and most ambitious New Deal agency, employing millions of unskilled workers to carry out public works projects, including the construction of public buildings and roads, and operated large arts, drama, media, and literacy projects.

It fed children and redistributed food, clothing, and housing. Almost every community in the United States had a park, bridge or school constructed by the agency, which especially benefited rural and Western areas. 

At its peak in 1938 it provided paid jobs for three million unemployed men (and some women), as well as youth in a separate division, the National Youth Administration. 

Headed by Harry Hopkins, the WPA provided jobs and income to the unemployed during the Great Depression in the United States. 

Between 1935 and 1943, the WPA provided almost eight million jobs.
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