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Model Lesson Plan

Jeff McConnell

Baines Middle School

	Course:

U.S. History
	Title of Unit:

Civil War
	Title of Lesson:

Geographic Impact on the Civil War



	Grade Level:

8
	
	Time Frame:

Two 45 minutes class periods


	Description: In this computer lab lesson, students will use Google Earth, primary and secondary sources to determine what impact geography had on the Civil War, both before and after.


	TEKS Objectives 

(8.8)  History. The student understands individuals, issues, and events of the Civil War. The student is expected to:

 (B)  explain the causes of the Civil War, including sectionalism, states' rights, and slavery, and significant events of the Civil War, including the firing on Fort Sumter; the battles of Antietam, Gettysburg, and Vicksburg; the announcement of the Emancipation Proclamation; Lee's surrender at Appomattox Court House; and the assassination of Abraham Lincoln; and

(8.10)  Geography. The student understands the location and characteristics of places and regions of the United States, past and present. The student is expected to:
(A)  locate places and regions of importance in the United States during the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries;

(C)  analyze the effects of physical and human geographic factors on major historical and contemporary events in the United States.
(8.29)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired through established research methodologies from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to:

(A)  differentiate between, locate, and use valid primary and secondary sources such as computer software, databases, media and news services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire information about the United States;

(B)  analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions;

(C)  organize and interpret information from outlines, reports, databases, and visuals, including graphs, charts, timelines, and maps;



	Teacher to Teacher Notes
· Students will need to have exposure using Google Earth, either from earlier in the year or at least the day before starting the project.

· Students will simply need access to the Google Earth file. Once they have this, they simply open it and then click on each of the battle place markers.

· Because the Civil War falls right before STAAR, it may be best to save this as enrichment after the test.

· I’ve listed the National Park Service websites for the battles sites, as they have fantastic information as well, much more than is necessary for this activity. They could be used in some sort of extension activity, or even as a virtual field trip to the site.




	Materials needed:
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	Websites used:
1  http://www.google.com/earth/learn/
Google Earth tutorials
2 http://www.civilwar.org/ 

(battle information and battle maps, including topographic lines)

3 http://civilwaranimated.com/
(animated maps of some of the major battles of the Civil War)

4 http://www.nps.gov/fosu/index.htm (National Park Service website for Fort Sumter National Monument)

5 http://www.nps.gov/mana/index.htm  (National Park Service website for Manassas National Battlefield Park)

6 http://www.nps.gov/ancm/index.htm(National Park Service website for Antietam National Battlefield)

7 http://www.nps.gov/vick/index.htm
(National Park Service website for Vicksburg National Military Park)

8 http://www.nps.gov/gett/index.htm (National Park Service website for Gettysburg National Military Park)




	Procedures/Activities
Engage: I will have the students independently create a list showing how geography was a factor during the American Revolution? Americans knew the land while the British did not, Washington was able to use weather to his advantage multiple times (escape from New York, win at Trenton)

Explain: (I would use this lesson after we had already covered the advantages/disadvantages each side had at the start of the war.) As a class, we discuss how has geography impacted US history up to this point?

Caused major economic differences between the regions with the North being very industrialized and South continuing with the cycle of agriculture.

North - At the start of the war the North had more natural resources but had long supply lines since the war was being fought in the South.

North – New the Confederacy had better ports like New Orleans so they immediately put a blockade in place.

South - Because the war was being fought in the South, the Confederacy was fighting for and on home soil, so they were more familiar with the land, like the Americans during the Revolution.

The Union capital (Washington D.C) and Confederate capital (Richmond, VA) were only 100 miles apart.

Explore:  Either individually, or in pairs, students will use Google Earth to explore major battles of the Civil War. There are 5 place markers (places marked on the map with a number) that the students will open. Each place marker contains 1) a link to a description and battle map for that battle, 2) questions to answer on the exploration sheet and 3) a photo or illustration related to that battle site to pique their interest.



	Assessment(s)
Evaluate: Students will turn in their exploration sheet, which the instructor will check for accuracy. A key has been attached, but I suggest going through it on your own so that you are familiar with what the students are seeing.


	Instructional Alternatives

Extend: Essay Question “Write a brief essay detailing 2-3 examples of how geography impacted the Civil War. Your examples can be about one specific battle or the impact on the war as a whole.”

	Interdisciplinary Connections--8th Grade Computer Literacy Standards:

(3)  Research and information fluency. The student acquires, analyzes, and manages content from digital resources. The student is expected to:

 (B)  plan, use, and evaluate various search strategies
                           (C)  select and evaluate various types of digital resources for accuracy and validity; and

 (D)  process data and communicate results.
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Civil War Battles

For each of the following battles, you will need to 1) give the state in which the battle took place, as well as the complete date(s), 2) answer the questions for each of the significant battles from the Civil War in WHOLE COMPLETE SENTENCES and 3) write down which side won that battle.

Fort Sumter, (state) __South Carolina__ , (dates) ____April 12, 1861________                                              

1. Using the map and the description, explain how geography impacted the outcome of the first engagement.

The Union soldiers were trapped at Fort Sumter.  When the Union tried to resupply the fort, they were not able to get through the narrow bottleneck because of the Confederate forts on each side.

Winner: __Confederacy____


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Battle of Bull Run/Manassas, __Virginia_______, ____July 21, 1861_______


1. Why is this battle was important geographically? What were the sides trying to accomplish?  Hint: What major places is this battle near?

Bull Run was close to both capital cities, so a victory here could potentially end the war quickly if the winner could take the opposing capital city.

2. What did this battle convince Lincoln of, with regards to the length of the war?

Lincoln realized that his troops needed significant training and that this war would be long.

Winner: ___Confederacy______

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Battle of Antietam, __Maryland_____, __September 17, 1862________


1. According to the animation of the September 17 battle, why was this battlefield considered a good defensive position?


There are many places to conceal troops (ridges, cornfields, sunken road)

2. What role do you think the cornfields played in this battle?


Various answers

3. How did the Sunken Road go from being a perfect defensive position for the Confederates to a deadly trap?


Confederates were able to stand in it, fire and duck back down for protection. Unfortunately, when the Union army were able to reach the road, they could fire directly down the road with no escape for the Confederate soldiers

Winner: ___Union____


Siege of Vicksburg, __Mississippi__, ___May 18 – July 4_____________

1. For what 2 reasons was the capture of the Mississippi River so vital for the Union? Hint: For one of them, you may need to look at a map of the country during this period divided into North and South.


1  Major waterway for transportation and trade


2  Would divide the Confederacy in half

2. If the Union could simply sail down the river from Memphis, or up the river from New Orleans, why would they attack the Confederate troops from the land (east) instead of from the river (west)?


Since they control the water, the Union can attack the Confederates and trap them against the river.

Winner: _____Union_________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Battle of Gettysburg, __Pennysylvania____, ___July 1-3, 1863____________


1. After arriving the evening of July 1, George Meade orders newly arrived Union troops to deploy along Cemetery Ridge and Culp's Hill. Why does he do this?



By having troops at the top of the ridge and hill, they would have a good vantage point over the Confederates.

2. Explain why Little Round Top is so important on July 2.


The Confederates were going to flank the Union by going around Little Round Top, but the Union signalman on top of the hill causes the Confederates to adjust their plans so that they have to take the hill

3. What happens on Cemetery Hill the evening of July 2? Who controls it by the end of the night?



The Confederates launch an attack to try and take the hill, but it fails. The Union maintain control.

4. Despite nearly breaking on July 2, why does the Union seem to have the advantage at the start of fighting on July 3?



The control most of the high spots on the battlefield

5. Looking at the map, why does Pickett's charge fail? Think about what they had to do.



The Confederate soldiers had to cross wind open field, so there was no cover if the Union opened fire on them.

Winner: ___Union______
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To help get you familiar with Google Earth, | want you to complete the following items.

1. Unclick the box next to Primary Database to clear anything that may already be on.

2. Zoom into the United States. Looking at the layers section of the Sidebar, | want you to click
the Borders and Labels plus sign and then the Borders plus sign. Once those are open you
need to check the following: International Borders, Country Names, 1°' Level Admin
Borders and 1° Level Admin Names. What happens to your map when you check the
boxes for the last two?

3. Leaving those borders and labels on, | now want you to click the Labels plus sign and click
the Populated Places box. As you zoom in to Texas, you should start to see major cities pop
up. Look at the Toolbar above the map and click the yellow thumbtack. When the yellow
thumbtack and box pop up, you need to place it on Houston. For the title, | want you to type
YOU ARE HERE. Any time you create a place marker, you may put in a description in the
large bottom box. You can always go back and change it by right clicking the mouse and
selecting Get Info. Click OK when you're finished.

4. From this point on, we will be leaving everything on that we’ve already checked, but you need
to click the minus sign next to Borders and Labels to shrink that menu down. | nhow want
you to click the Gallery plus sign and check the Earthquakes box. Depending on how much
you’re zoomed in, you may need to zoom out a bit to see any earthquakes. Using the ruler
tool in the top toolbar, | want you to measure the distance from Houston to the closest
earthquake. How many miles away is it?

5. You may now uncheck the Earthquakes box and then zoom out so you can see the entire
Earth. Now click the NASA plus sign, then the Earth City Lights plus sign and click the circle
next to Earth City Lights. What happens to your map and what is it showing?

6. Now uncheck the first NASA box and it should turn off all NASA options. Next, you need to
click the National Geographic Magazine plus sign and check the ZipUSA box. When the
yellow box forms around Houston, | want you to open that item. What is the name of the
article and in what month/year was the article published?

7. Go ahead and uncheck the National Geographic box to erase all National Geographic
options. Now click the Rumsey Historical Maps plus sign and check the Map Finder box.
Looking at the map of the U.S., | want you to find the United States 1833 map and click it. |
want you to overlay it on to the regular U.S. map, which you can do by clicking on the
thumbnail (small picture of the map). What is strange about this map? Why do you think it
appears on this map?





8. To close this map, scroll to the bottom of the Places section of the Sidebar on the left side of
the screen. Uncheck the box for that map. | now want you to click on Washington D.C. What
are the years for the two Washington D.C. maps?

9. You may now close the Rumsey Historical Maps by unchecking the box in the Layers
section of the Sidebar. Now check the Volcanoes box. At the top of the Sidebar there is a
section that says Search. Make sure Fly To is highlighted and | want you to type Mount St.
Helens. When you get there and Google Earth has zoomed you in completely, | want you to
click on the volcano icon to get the following information:

Volcano Types:

Summit Elevation:

Explain why the crater is horseshoe shaped:

10. For your last task, | want you to go back to Texas. Upon arrival, | want you to go back to the
Layers section and click on the More plus sign, then the Parks and Recreation
plus sign, then the National Parks plus sign and finally check the Park Descriptions and
Park Boundaries boxes. Once you have done that, you will need to click on the green icon
for various parks to find the following information:
- the name of the first National Park (Hint: It's in Wyoming.) -

- the names of the 2 national parks in Texas —

- the year Denali National Park was founded and it’s original name (Hint: Instead of
just looking all over the map, what could you use to take you right there?)

- the name of the other National Park in Hawaii, besides Hawaii Volcanoes National
Park —
- the name of the National Park located east of San Francisco —

- the name of the National Park in Maine -

- the closest National Park to Houston (you might need the ruler again) —

Once you have finished, you need to put this paper on the corner of the
desk. Once you have done that, you may continue to play with Google
Earth.
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			 Fort Sumter
			 <p style="" >The Siege of Fort Sumter is considered to be the first shots of the Civil War. The link will take you to a battle map of the beginning of the Civil War, the siege of Fort Sumter.</p>
<p style="" >http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/fort-sumter/fort-sumter-maps/charleston-harbor-1861.html</p>

<p style="" >You can also use this page to view an animation of the battle. When the page comes up, click "The Battle Animation".</p>
<p style="" >http://civilwaranimated.com/first-manassas-east-38</p>

<p style="" >1. Using the map and the description, explain how geography impacted the outcome of the first engagement.</p>

<p style="" >The image is a photograph taken from inside the fort by a Condfederate soldier.</p>


<img src=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/8f/InteriorViewFtSumter1864.jpg/533px-InteriorViewFtSumter1864.jpg>
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			 Battle of Bull Run
			 <p style="" >While Fort Sumter is the first shots of the war, the Battle of Bull Run, or Manassas is the first time the two armes went head to head. Once you've arrived at the Bull Run page, read the description and then click on Battle Maps to see how the battle played out.</p>

<p style="" >http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/bullrun.html</p>

<p style="" >1. 1. Why is this battle was important geographically? What were the sides trying to accomplish?  Hint: What major places is this battle near?</p>

<p style="" >2. What did this battle convince Lincoln of, with regards to the length of the war?</p>

<p style="" >This image is of the remains of the Henry house after is was fired upon by a Union cannon battery.</p>

<img src="http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/d/d3/HenryHouseBullRun1861.jpg/675px-"/>
			 
				 -77.51867425053524
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				 relativeToSeaFloor
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			 Battle of Antietam
			 <p style="" >The Battle of Antietam is the bloodiest day in United States history. Over an roughly an 8 hour span, more than 23,000 men were killed or wounded. That is more than on D-Day and 9/11. Use the link to view an animation of the Battle of Antietam. The animation and associated descriptions will help you answer the following questions. Click "The Battle Animation" when the page comes up. The other link will give you information and 3 different battle maps for the Battle of Antietam.</p> 

<p style="" >http://civilwaranimated.com/antietam-east-34</p> 

<p style="" >http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/antietam/maps/antietammap1.html</p>

<p style="" >1. According to the animation of the September 17 battle, why was this battlefield considered a good defensive position?</p>

<p style="" >2. What role do you think the cornfields played in this battle?</p>

<p style="" >3. How did the Sunken Road go from being a perfect defensive position for the Confederates to a deadly trap?</p>

<p style="" >Lincoln urged McClellan to follow Lee, but fearing Lee's army was larger than it was, he would not. Because of this, Lincoln would replace him as Commander of the Army of the Potomac.</p>
<img src="http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Lincoln_and_McClellan_1862-10-03.jpg"/>
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			 Siege of Vicksburg
			 <p style="" >The Siege of Vicksburg is one of the most significant battles of the war because of the impact it had on the Confederacy. The link below will take you to a battle map and description of the Siege of Vicksburg. Use that information to help you answer the questions.</p>
<p style="" >http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/vicksburg/maps/vicksburgmap.html</p>

<p style="" >1. For what 2 reasons was the capture of the Mississippi River so vital for the Union? Hint: For one of them, you may need to look at a map of the country during this period divided into North and South.</p>

<p style="" >2. If the Union could simply sail down the river from Memphis, or up the river from New Orleans, why would they attack the Confederate troops from the land (east) instead of from the river (west)?</p>

<p style="" >The image below shows the Union engineers trying to tunnel under the Confederate defenses. They would be successful, eventually detonating 2200 pounds of gunpowder underneath the Confederate's feet. The explosion blew a crater 40 feet wide and 12 feet deep.</p>

<img src="http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/91/ShirleysWhiteHouseVicksburg1863.jpg/703px-ShirleysWhiteHouseVicksburg1863.jpg"/>
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				 relativeToSeaFloor
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			 Battle of Gettysburg
			 <p style="" >Many historians consider the Battle of Gettysburg to be the most significant battle, as well as a turning point of the Civil War. Use the links below to explore the details of the war and answer the following questions.</p> 

<p style="" >http://civilwaranimated.com/gettysburg-east-50 </p>

<p style="" >http://www.civilwar.org/battlefields/gettysburg.html </p>

<p style="" >1. After arriving the evening of July 1, George Meade orders newly arrived Union troops to deploy along Cemetary Ridge and Culp's Hill. Why does he do this? </p> 

<p style="" >2. Explain why Little Round Top is so important on July 2. </p> 

<p style="" >3. What happens on Cemetary Hill the evening of July 2? Who controls it by the end of the night?</p> 

<p style="" >4. Despite nearly breaking on July 2, why does the Union seem to have the advantage at the start of fighting on July 3?</p> 

<p style="" >5. Looking at the map, why does Pickett's charge fail? Think about what they had to do.</p>


<p style="" >The photo below shows Union soldiers dead on the field of battle.</p>

<img src="http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/3/33/Battle_of_Gettysburg.jpg/798px-Battle_of_Gettysburg.jpg"/>
			 
				 -77.22152400013478
				 39.81220300031487
				 0
				 -8.629958044949034e-011
				 0
				 1000.000422086146
				 relativeToSeaFloor
			
			 #m_ylw-pushpin
			 
				 -77.22492587067995,39.81137358173298,0
			
		
	







_1428410771.doc
Name _____________________________________   Teacher/Period ________________/____




Civil War Battles

For each of the following battles, you will need to 1) give the state in which the battle took place, as well as the complete date(s), 2) answer the questions for each of the significant battles from the Civil War in WHOLE COMPLETE SENTENCES and 3) write down which side won that battle.

Fort Sumter, (state) ____________________ , (dates) _________________________                                              

1. Using the map and the description, explain how geography impacted the outcome of the first engagement.

Winner: __________________________


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Battle of Bull Run/Manassas, ____________________, _______________________


1. Why is this battle was important geographically? What were the sides trying to accomplish?  Hint: What major places is this battle near?

2. What did this battle convince Lincoln of, with regards to the length of the war?

Winner: __________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Battle of Antietam, _______________________, ____________________________


1. According to the animation of the September 17 battle, why was this battlefield considered a good defensive position?

2. What role do you think the cornfields played in this battle?

3. How did the Sunken Road go from being a perfect defensive position for the Confederates to a deadly trap?


Winner: __________________________


Siege of Vicksburg, _______________________, ____________________________

1. For what 2 reasons was the capture of the Mississippi River so vital for the Union? Hint: For one of them, you may need to look at a map of the country during this period divided into North and South.


1



2


2. If the Union could simply sail down the river from Memphis, or up the river from New Orleans, why would they attack the Confederate troops from the land (east) instead of from the river (west)?

Winner: __________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Battle of Gettysburg, ___________________, _______________________________


1. After arriving the evening of July 1, George Meade orders newly arrived Union troops to deploy along Cemetary Ridge and Culp's Hill. Why does he do this?


2. Explain why Little Round Top is so important on July 2.


3. What happens on Cemetary Hill the evening of July 2? Who controls it by the end of the night?


4. Despite nearly breaking on July 2, why does the Union seem to have the advantage at the start of fighting on July 3?


5. Looking at the map, why does Pickett's charge fail? Think about what they had to do.


Winner: __________________________




