[image: image3.jpg]




Model Lesson Plan

Courtney De Los Santos

Austin Parkway Elementary School

	Course:

U.S. History
	Title of Unit:

Buffalo Soldiers
	Title of Lesson:

Fighters for America

	Grade Level:

5th 
	
	Time Frame:

Three 45 minute lessons 

(spread over 3 days)


	Description

This lesson will help teach your students about the important, and often skimmed-over historical contributions of the Buffalo Soldiers.  During the lesson, your students will tap into their auditory, musical, and visual learning styles by listening to a timeless classic by the musician, Bob Marley, watching a documentary over the creation and contributions of the Buffalo Soldiers, engaging in meaningful conversation with their peers, and creating a fun, kid-friendly product at the end of the lesson to reflect on what they learned.  



	TEKS Objectives 
History 4G: identify the challenges, opportunities, and contributions of people from various American Indian and immigrant groups

History 4D: identify significant events and concepts associate with U.S. territorial expansion, including the Louisiana Purchase, the expedition of Lewis and Clark, and Manifest Destiny

History 22C: summarize the contributions of people of various racial, ethnic, and religious groups to our national identity

Social Studies 24B: analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions.

Social Studies 25D: create written and visual material such as journal entries, reports, graphic organizers, outlines, and bibliographies 



	Teacher to Teacher Notes
· In preparation for this lesson, you will need to download the song, “Buffalo Soldier” by Bob Marley.  My favorite free site to visit that you can access on your school computer is playlist.com.  (Go to Google first, and then type in playlist.com, and you will be able to type in the name of any song or artist.)

· You will also need to print a class set of the song lyrics that can be found in the “Materials needed” section, as well as the rubric for the historical comic strip.  

· Great website to visit for background info: www.nps.gov/foda/forteachers/upload/buffalosoldiers-2.pdf 



	Materials needed: 
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“Buffalo Soldier”- Bob Marley              

Discovery Education- “Buffalo Soldiers”
White Paper (comic strips)                              

	Websites used:
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson195/comic-strip-rubric.pdf (Rubric for comic strip)

http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetID=AC21DBE0-AC38-49E8-A3A0-68FEE789F697&productcode=US (Buffalo Soldier Video)
http://www.elyrics.net/read/b/bob-marley-lyrics/buffalo-soldier-lyrics.html  ( Lyrics to Buffalo Soldier)

http://www.playlist.com/searchbeta/tracks#buffalo%20soldier/all/1 (Buffalo Soldier-Bob Marley)


	Procedures/Activities
Engage

1. Day 1: Call on volunteers to share some of their favorite musicians.  Ask: What about their music do you like most?  Where do you think your favorite artists get inspiration for their music? Can music have more of a purpose than the simple enjoyment of the listener?  Let them know they will be listening to a song written by an artist named Bob Marley who was inspired by the actions of a group of individuals from the past.  
Explain

2. Pass out the “Buffalo Soldier” lyric sheets to the students.  

3. Give the students a minute to look over the words, and then play the song for them.  As they’re listening to words put to melody, students will write down/sketch any schema, connections, and visualizations they can tie to the words of the song on the left hand side of the sheet.  *It is okay if some students have very little written at the end of the song.

4. After the song is over, have students share what they came up with on their lyric sheet in small groups.

5. Call on a spokesperson from each group to share what they came up with and record their ideas on chart paper to reference later…even the misconceptions. 
6. Explain to the students that they are going to be taking a look at a book over the next 2 days that will give them insight into who the Buffalo Soldiers’ were and why the musical artist (Marley) felt inspired and compelled to honor them in a song. 
Explore

7. Day 2: Click on the link for the Buffalo Soldier video in the “Materials needed” section.  *This will take you to Discovery Education.  *If your district does not subscribe to Discovery Education, your students will love the book, Buffalo Soldiers and the American West by Jason Glaser.  Reading this aloud will take the place of the movie.  Instead of stopping the movie at every segment, stop after ever few pages.  (See step 9.)  Another great book that can be used in place of the movie is The Buffalo Soldier by Sherry Garland.  

8. Gather students down to a common meeting area, so that they are sitting close to the screen, as well as their peers.

9.  There are 9 segments in this 26 minute video.  Stop after every segment to have the students turn to a “sharing partner” and share an impression, a connection, or a wondering.    
10. Revisit the place where you recorded the students’ ideas of who the Buffalo Soldiers were.  Have the students help you divide the ideas into a Corrections, Confirmations, and Connections chart now that they have viewed the video.  (Corrections is where you will correct all earlier misconceptions, Confirmations is where you will rewrite facts they got correct at the start of the lesson, and Connections is for them to tie what they’ve learned into other historical events or their current life, as well as evidence they found in the video or read aloud.) 


	Assessment(s)
Evaluate
1. Day 3: Have the students pull their lyric sheets back out, and play the song for them again.  This time, they will write down/sketch their schema, connections, and visualizations on the right hand side of their sheet when they listen to the song.  *There should be a noticeable difference between Day 1 and Day 2. 
2. Place students into partners to share their lyric sheets, using the sentence stem, “At first I thought ____, and now I know____.”
3. Walk around the room to listen informally to partner discussion.

4. After their discussion with their sharing partner, the students will need to take a white sheet of paper, and fold into 6ths.  The students will need to create a 6 box comic strip that highlights the reason the Buffalo Soldiers were formed, how they got their nickname, and their major contributions.  Before the students begin, pass out a copy of the rubric to each student and go over the requirements.  

5. See rubric in “Materials needed” above. *It may be helpful to have several comic book examples that you can show the class for them to get a good understanding of the comic book genre. 


	Instructional Alternatives

Extend

· Place students into small groups.  Each group will need to create a PowerPoint to be played to Marley’s Buffalo Soldiers (4:17) as a visual tribute.  Power Points will be presented to the class and must include a minimum of 7 “visual” slides and 7 “fact “slides, as well as a Works Cited slide at the end.

	Interdisciplinary Connections

This lesson supports the following 5th grade ELA TEKS:

5.10A: draw conclusions from the information presented by an author and evaluate how well the author’s purpose was achieved

110.16 RC-E: summarize and paraphrase texts in ways that maintain meaning and logical order within a text and across texts
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“Buffalo Soldier”- Bob Marley  

By: Bob Marley


Buffalo soldier, dreadlock rasta
There was a buffalo soldier in the heart of America
Stolen from Africa, brought to America
Fighting on arrival, fighting for survival

I mean it when I analyze the stench
To me it makes a lot of sense
How the dreadlock rasta was the buffalo soldier
And he was taken from Africa, brought to America
Fighting on arrival, fighting for survival

Said he was a buffalo soldier, dreadlock rasta
Buffalo soldier in the heart of America

If you know your history
Then you would know where you're coming from
Then you wouldn't have to ask me
Who the 'eck do I think I am

I'm just a buffalo soldier in the heart of America
Stolen from Africa, brought to America
Said he was fighting on arrival, fighting for survival
Said he was a buffalo soldier, win the war for America

Buffalo soldier troddin' through the land, wo-ho-ooh
Said he wanna ran and then you wanna hand
Troddin' through the land, yea-hea, yea-ea

Said he was a buffalo soldier, win the war for America
Buffalo soldier, dreadlock rasta
Fighting on arrival, fighting for survival
Driven from the mainland to the heart of the Caribbean

Troddin' through San Juan in the arms of America
Troddin' through Jamaica, a buffalo soldier
Fighting on arrival, fighting for survival
Buffalo soldier, dreadlock rasta
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		Choice of Scenes 

		Sketches all the most important events that occur in the time period of study. 

		Sketches most of the important events in the time period, but misses 2 or 3 major events. 

		Sketches most of the important events in the time period, but either highlights unimportant events or omits major events. 

		Sketches some events in the time period of study, but information is incomplete or focused on less important events. 



		Captions

		Captions are related to the scenes and the time period, and the connections are easy to understand. 

		Captions are related to the scenes and the time period, and most connections are easy to understand. 

		Captions are related to the scenes and the time period, but the connections are less obvious. 

		Captions do not relate well to the scene or time period. There seems to be no connection or connections are very general. 



		Characters 

		The main characters are clearly identified, and their actions and dialogue are well-matched to their actions and dialogue in historical context. 

		The main characters are clearly identified, and their actions and dialogue match actions and dialogue in historical context. 

		The main characters are identified, but actions and dialogue are too general to show their relationship in history. 

		It is hard to tell who the main characters are, or main characters in the comic are not the main characters in the time period of study. 



		Landscape and Props 

		Landscape and props are directly related to the topic and enhance the understanding of the historical event.

		Landscape and props are directly related to the theme or purpose of the historical event.

		Landscape and props are generally related to the theme or purpose of the historical event. 

		Landscape and props seem randomly chosen OR distract the reader. 



		Spelling, Punctuation, and Grammar 

		There are no spelling, punctuation, or grammar errors. 

		There are 1-3 spelling, punctuation, or grammar errors. 

		There are 4-5 spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors. 

		There are more than 5 spelling, punctuation, and 






