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Model Lesson Plan

Melanie Carroll
William P. Clements High School
	Course:

U.S. History
	Title of Unit:

American Beginnings to 1877
 
	Title of Lesson:
George Washington, A Man of Sterling Character


	Grade Level:

8th 

	
	Time Frame:

50 minutes 
One class period 


	Description:  This lesson will introduce the students to George Washington, first President and General extraordinaire, and Father of our country.  The focus of the lesson is General Washington’s fine character and its affect on his conduct and outlook and eventual Presidency. 


	TEKS Objectives (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html#113.32 )
8.4B  explain the roles played by significant individuals during the American Revolution, including Abigail Adams, John Adams, Wentworth Cheswell, Samuel Adams, Mercy Otis Warren, James Armistead, Benjamin Franklin, Bernardo de Gálvez, Crispus Attucks, King George III, Haym Salomon, Patrick Henry, Thomas Jefferson, the Marquis de Lafayette, Thomas Paine, and George Washington;

8.22A analyze the leadership qualities of elected and appointed leaders of the United States such as George Washington, John Marshall, and Abraham Lincoln;
8.29A  differentiate between, locate, and use primary and secondary sources such as computer software, databases, media and news services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire information about the United States;

8.29B  analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions.


	Teacher to Teacher Notes 
This lesson can be introduced by asking questions at a rising level of Bloom’s Taxonomy intellectual questioning such as: (knowledge) Who is George Washington? (comprehension) How can we account for his wild popularity? (application) How can we demonstrate how Gen. Washington’s character permeated his every thought and action? (evaluation, highest level of Bloom’s Taxonomy thinking hierarchy!) How did George Washington’s character influence the formation of our nation’s character?
Collection of Sources:

             8th grade text

George Washington: A Collection, edited by W.B. Allen (Liberty Fund Publishers, Indianapolis)
Revolutionary Characters, Gordon S. Wood (Penguin Books)
Miracle at Philadelphia, Catherine Drinker Bowen (Back Bay Books)
Patriot Sage, ed. Gary L. Gregg II & Matthew Spalding (ISI Books, Delaware, 1999)




	Materials needed: 
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	Websites used:
http://gwpapers.virginia.edu/
http://gwpapers.virginia.edu/cicivility/index.html
http://mountvernon,org/learn/meet george/index.cfm



	Procedures/Activities
Engage: Give students teacher-chosen excerpts from resources.   Assign sticky note activity, collecting facts about how George Washington’s character and outlook were exemplified by actions and events
Explain:* Divide into groups by talents and interests: Musicians, Athletes, Poets, Thespians (further assign rubric aligned responsibilities within groups i.e. scribe, planner, driver, closer, collector as added dimension of accountability)
Explore-Groups will share sticky note findings and add to their own collection. Lively discussions about George W. character will be expressed by writing a ditty (short song), a poem, an athletic “move” or “play” or game “rule”, a skit as per groups’ talent or interest. 
· Provide props in a “trunk” for students’ use in creations. Powder wigs, brass buttoned jacket, black grograin ribbons, white neck scarves, black high top boots, quills, ink wells, butcher paper to draw/write on, Constitutions on parchment paper) 
· Groups will make short presentations following rubric required format. No more than 5 minutes. Display art products in room! Video songs and skits for future playback and sharing)
*multiple intelligences/learning styles addressed


	Assessment(s)
Evaluate: Presentations will be evaluated by peers and teacher using presentation rubric (see materials above). 
Follow up writing prompt answered individually: “How does one’s character affect his destiny? Cite three examples from Gen. Washington’s life learned through this lesson.”


	Instructional Alternatives

Extend-Enhance-Re-teach: Put students in “EXPERT GROUPS” of mixed membership from each group. New group partners will share sticky note findings with each other for further discussion. Plan a new group share for next class period as retention and follow up activity. (good warm up for next class period)

	Interdisciplinary Connections
Slide show of ART:  Paintings, busts, ceramics created through the years focused on Washington and his life. Mount Vernon website http://mountvernon,org/learn/meet george/index.cfm cited for student use as computer lab assignment follow up activity.  Also, CD from grant field trip to Mount Vernon, Discover the Real George Washington showing biographical info and museum items,
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SUGGESTED PAGES TO COPY FROM BOOK RESOURCES FOR GEORGE WASHINGTON: A MAN OF STERLING CHARACTER LESSON 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON:  A COLLECTION edited by W.B. Allen (Liberty Fund Publishers, Indianapolis)


*Prologue


*Any of General Washington’s letters (writing style and volume of letters speaks of his character, point this out to students)


* Rules of Civility and Decent Behavior  pgs 6-13 (each holds its own revelations!)

REVOLUTIONARY CHARACTERS, Gordon S. Wood (Penguin Books)


· pgs 10-16


· pgs 33-47


MIRACLE AT PHILADELPHIA, Catherine Drinker Bowen (Back Bay Books)

· pgs 6-7


· pgs  16-31 high school; ** middle school 16-24


PATRIOT SAGE : GEORGE WASHINGTON AND THE AMERICAN POLITICAL TRADITION, edited Gary L. Gregg II, Matthew Spalding (ISI Books, Wilmington, Delaware 1999)


· pgs forward xiii

· pgs intro 2-14 **middle school shorten at teacher discretion


· pgs intro 17-19


**these pages are but a smattering of possibilities in these books. I promise you will enjoy your own search for more as needed perhaps for an AP class for example.**
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GROUP OBJECTIVES TO BE OBSERVED BY TEACHER


**  Criteria worth 7 points @ **


+  Students exhibit on task behavior   _____







+  Students understand the teacher’s expectations and act accordingly  _____


+  Students exhibit productive work and study behaviors  _____


+  Students feel free to express themselves to each other and the teacher  _____


+  Students exhibit a cooperative and sharing attitude  _____


+ Students manifest positive interpersonal relationships  _____


+ Students quickly return to task after interruptions  _____


+  Students exhibit self discipline and control  _____


+  Students display initiative and creativity   _____


+  Students serve as resources to each other  _____


+  Students are following directions  _____


+  Students produced a product that aligns with the assignment  _____


+ Student are performing assigned jobs within groups  _____


+  Students’ presentation five minutes or less and conveys component of Washington’s               life exemplifying his sterling character  _____


Total Points ________




