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Model Lesson Plan

Jeff McConnell

Baines Middle School

	Course:

U.S. History
	Title of Unit:

Expansionism
	Title of Lesson:

What Happened Here?



	Grade Level:

11
	
	Time Frame:

Two 45-min periods (depending on student familiarity with Google Earth)



	Description  

Using Google Earth in a computer lab setting, students examine and discover A) the location of important geographic places in US History, B) why these places are important, and C) how geographic factors influenced events there.



	TEKS Objectives 
(4) History. The student understands the emergence of the United States as a world power between 

1898 and 1920. The student is expected to:

       (B) evaluate American expansionism, including acquisitions such as Guam, Hawaii, the Philippines, and Puerto   

             Rico;

(12) Geography. The student understands the impact of geographic factors on major events. The student is expected to

       (A) analyze the impact of physical and human geographic factors on the settlement of the Great Plains, the Klondike      

             Gold Rush, the Panama Canal, the Dust Bowl, and the levee failure in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina; 

(31) Social studies skills. The student uses geographic tools to collect, analyze, and interpret data. The student is expected to:

       (A) create thematic maps, graphs, and charts representing various aspects of the United States;



	Teacher to Teacher Notes
· Lab computers must have Google Earth installed.  See link in websites.

· Students will need to have exposure to using Google Earth, either from earlier in the year or at least the day before starting the project. If you need to take them a day early to get familiar with Google Earth, have them open both the Google Earth Practice Sheet, and the Google Earth Tips file. Both are step-by-step guides to becoming familiar with Google Earth. 

· If this lesson format is used as a review for the End of Course exam or semester final, other locations mentioned in various TEKS could be substituted or added.




	Materials needed:

     
[image: image1.emf]Google Earth tips  2012



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image2.emf]Important Places  exploration sheet



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image3.emf]Google Earth  practice worksheet



	Websites used:
www.earth.google.com – to install Google Earth on your computers


	Procedures/Activities
Engage: List some of the important events/places in U.S. History after 1877. How are people and events impacted by geography? Give 2 examples. Which of the events you listed were impacted by geography?

Explain: Using reliable sources, Internet or otherwise, students are going to gather information about the 8 important locations:

Alaska

Hawaii

Klondike (gold rush)

Cuba

Guam

Puerto Rico

The Philippines

Panama Canal

Explore:  

· Completion of the Important Places Exploration Sheet can be done one of two ways; before the students go to the computer lab, as homework, or on the first day in the computer lab.  Once students have completed the exploration page, they will need to open Google Earth.

· Before marking places, they will need to create a folder titled Important Places. All steps for creating a folder and saving are in the Google Earth Tips file.  

· For each of the places, students will need to put Place Markers down. Once the Place Marker is down, students need to change the name of the Place Marker and in the Description box, need to input their information from the Important Places Exploration Sheet. For creativity, they can change the icon, from the push pin to something that they feel better represents the event (for example the dollar sign for the Gold Rush).

· IMPORTANT: As they make each Place Marker, students must make sure they are placed in the Important Places folder that they created at the start of the project. 

· Students will need to save the final Google Earth .kmz file and get it to you to grade.



	Assessment(s)
Evaluate: The teacher may either check the Google Earth map or have the students turn in their Exploration Sheet.


	Instructional Alternatives

Extend: Have students find photographs that help illustrate the geographic impact of these various places and events, attach them to their Place Marker in the Description box, where they entered their information. To do this, they’ll need the URL for the image.



	Interdisciplinary Connections

Career and Technical Education:  

10 The student uses information technology tools specific to transportation, distribution, and logistics industries to access, manage, integrate, and create information. The student is expected to:

(D)  discuss Geographic Information Systems and Global Positioning Systems
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Important Places in US History

Using reliable sources, for each of the following places you will need to 1) give relative and exact  locations , 2) give a brief description of what happened there and  3) take notes that explain what is asked. 

The information you write here will be used to create a map in Google Earth along with Place Markers describing how these places are important to US History.

Klondike Gold Rush

Exact location:  


Relative location: 


What happened?


How did people affect the geography?


How did geography affect the people?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Building of the Panama Canal

Exact location:  


Relative location: 


What happened?


How did people affect the geography?


How did geography affect the people?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Guam


Exact location:  


Relative location: 


What happened?


Significance: (Why acquire it?)


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Hawaii


Exact location:  


Relative location: 


What happened?


Significance: (Why acquire it?)


The Philippines


Exact location:  


Relative location: 


What happened?


Significance: (Why acquire it?)


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Puerto Rico


Exact location:  


Relative location: 


What happened?


Significance: (Why acquire it?)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Cuba

Exact location:  


Relative location: 


What happened?


Significance: (Why acquire it?)


---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Alaska

Exact location:  


Relative location: 


What happened?


Significance: (Why acquire it?)
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When you know the name of the place you want to 


find. Be as specific as possible. Use country, state, 


ZIP, etc. to help narrow it down. For example, typing 


in simply Great Wall of China will bring up a 


number of Chinese restaurants. Trust me, I’ve 


looked. 


This will show where you’ve been in this, or a previ-


ous session if you’re working on the same computer. 


To get rid of any unwanted places once you’ve fin-


ished, simply uncheck the box. 


This will also be where you’ll start a folder if you 


want to begin a project. 


These are all of the various layers that you can place 


on top of the Earth. Notice that some have a + or —


next to them. These are used to expand the options. If 


you simply check the box next to a + sign, it will turn 


EVERYTHING on that is under that layer, so be 


careful; you don’t want your map to get too cluttered. 







Use this to zoom in to a location. 


You can also double click on a spot on the map and it 


will zoom you in a little at a time. 


And a third option is to use the scroll wheel on the 


mouse to zoom in an out. 


This is used to rotate the Earth in any direction. 


You can also do this by simply grabbing the Earth 


with the mouse (click and hold the left button) and 


moving it around 


This is used to move and tilt your point of view.  


This can also be done by clicking the center scroll 


wheel on the mouse and moving it around. Generally 


this works better when you are close to the ground. 


If the Earth gets completely turned around, you can 


simply double-click the N and it will reorient the 


Earth. 







Use this to mark a place on the 


map with a Place marker. You 


can change what the marker 


look like as well as type infor-


mation in about the place. 


Used to measure distance. Once 


clicked, you can choose the unit 


of measurement that you want 


to use. Once you’ve done that, 


simply click once on the first 


point and again on your second 


point 


You can even measure the pe-


rimeter of a building. 


Used to draw a path from one point or place marker. Simply 


click the starting spot, then click the finishing spot and it will 


draw a path. 


Have your viewer zoomed out enough so that both your start-


ing and finishing spots can be seen and marked. 


Once created, you may change the look of the path by right 


clicking on it in the “Places” box and right clicking on Proper-


ties. 


Use this to draw an area, such as the Great 


Plains. You can draw straight lines by 


clicking point to point. Otherwise, simply 


hold down the left mouse button to draw 


continuously. This takes some getting used 


to as it doesn’t look correct while drawing 


it, but when you get to the endpoint, you 


will have the shape that you’ve drawn. Ei-


ther before you draw or once you’ve fin-


ished, you can change the outline as well 


as fill color. 







Once a place marker has been created 


and placed, you can change the prop-


erties and type information by right-


clicking on the place marker and click-


ing Properties. 







Change the name of the place marker here. 


Change the icon and color of the place marker 


here. 


Type in your required information here. 


 


 HTML code can be used to add an image. 


<img src=FULL URL FOR PICTURE> 







To make a new folder, right click My Places, 


highlight Add, then Folder. 


After every change, make sure all crea-


tions (Place Markers, Paths, etc.) are in 


the folder you created. 


Then, right click the folder, click Save 


Place As... and tell it to replace. My stu-


dents and I have found this to be more 


reliable that using the typical File>Save 


method. 
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To help get you familiar with Google Earth, I want you to complete the following items.


1. Unclick the box next to Primary Database to clear anything that may already be on.


2. Zoom into the United States. Looking at the layers section of the Sidebar, I want you to click the Borders and Labels plus sign and then the Borders plus sign. Once those are open you need to check the following: International Borders, Country Names, 1st Level Admin Borders and 1st Level Admin Names. What happens to your map when you check the boxes for the last two?


3. Leaving those borders and labels on, I now want you to click the Labels plus sign and click the Populated Places box. As you zoom in to Texas, you should start to see major cities pop up. Look at the Toolbar above the map and click the yellow thumbtack. When the yellow thumbtack and box pop up, you need to place it on Houston. For the title, I want you to type YOU ARE HERE. Any time you create a place marker, you may put in a description in the large bottom box. You can always go back and change it by right clicking the mouse and selecting Get Info. Click OK when you’re finished.


4. From this point on, we will be leaving everything on that we’ve already checked, but you need to click the minus sign next to Borders and Labels to shrink that menu down. I now want you to click the Gallery plus sign and check the Earthquakes box. Depending on how much you’re zoomed in, you may need to zoom out a bit to see any earthquakes. Using the ruler tool in the top toolbar, I want you to measure the distance from Houston to the closest earthquake. How many miles away is it? 


5. You may now uncheck the Earthquakes box and then zoom out so you can see the entire Earth. Now click the NASA plus sign, then the Earth City Lights plus sign and click the circle next to Earth City Lights. What happens to your map and what is it showing?


6. Now uncheck the first NASA box and it should turn off all NASA options.  Next, you need to click the National Geographic Magazine plus sign and check the ZipUSA box. When the yellow box forms around Houston, I want you to open that item. What is the name of the article and in what month/year was the article published?


7. Go ahead and uncheck the National Geographic box to erase all National Geographic options. Now click the Rumsey Historical Maps plus sign and check the Map Finder box. Looking at the map of the U.S., I want you to find the United States 1833 map and click it. I want you to overlay it on to the regular U.S. map, which you can do by clicking on the thumbnail (small picture of the map). What is strange about this map? Why do you think it appears on this map?


8.  To close this map, scroll to the bottom of the Places section of the Sidebar on the left side of the screen. Uncheck the box for that map. I now want you to click on Washington D.C. What are the years for the two Washington D.C. maps?


9. You may now close the Rumsey Historical Maps by unchecking the box in the Layers section of the Sidebar. Now check the Volcanoes box. At the top of the Sidebar there is a section that says Search. Make sure Fly To is highlighted and I want you to type Mount St. Helens. When you get there and Google Earth has zoomed you in completely, I want you to click on the volcano icon to get the following information:


    Volcano Types:



Summit Elevation:



Explain why the crater is horseshoe shaped:


10. For your last task, I want you to go back to Texas. Upon arrival, I want you to go back to the


      Layers section and click on the More plus sign, then the Parks and Recreation

      plus sign, then the National Parks plus sign and finally check the Park Descriptions and


      Park Boundaries boxes. Once you have done that, you will need to click on the green icon


      for various parks to find the following information:


- the name of the first National Park (Hint: It’s in Wyoming.) - 


- the names of the 2 national parks in Texas – 



- the year Denali National Park was founded and it’s original name (Hint: Instead of


       just looking all over the map, what could you use to take you right there?)



- the name of the other National Park in Hawaii, besides Hawaii Volcanoes National


      Park – 



- the name of the National Park located east of San Francisco – 



- the name of the National Park in Maine - 



- the closest National Park to Houston (you might need the ruler again) – 


Once you have finished, you need to put this paper on the corner of the desk.  Once you have done that, you may continue to play with Google Earth.


