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Model Lesson Plan

Melissa Cohen-Nickels
Baines Middle School
	Course:

U.S. History
	Title of Unit:

American Revolution


	Title of Lesson:

Could you do what George did?


	Grade Level:

8
	
	Time Frame:

2 -3 periods


	Description
George Washington spent his life working for American liberty and democracy. He had served his country with great honor and duty. He lived by a code of Public virtue— virtue in the sense of selfless, full-time, manly devotion to the public wealth. It was this duty to his country and his belief in the ideas of a Democratic Republic that allowed him to 

This lesson will take the students through the ideas of power and greed in a dictatorship vs. the selflessness and faith needed to have a republic. Students will have to make the difficult choice of what kind of leader they would want to be. They will have to decide if they have the same qualities of public virtue and honor as George Washington. Could you do what George did?



	TEKS Objectives (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html#113.32 )

8.3A explain the reasons for the growth of representative government and institutions during the colonial period
8.4A  analyze causes of the American Revolution, including mercantilism and British economic policies following the French and Indian War;  
8.4B explain the roles played by significant individuals during the American Revolution, including Samuel Adams, Benjamin Franklin, King George III, Thomas Jefferson, the Marquis de Lafayette, Thomas Paine, and George Washington
8.5B describe major domestic problems faced by the leaders of the new Republic such as maintaining national security, creating a stable economic system, setting up the court system, and defining the authority of the central government
8.21B  evaluate the contributions of the Founding Fathers as models of civic virtue 




	Description
George Washington spent his life working for American liberty and democracy. He had served his country with great honor and duty. He lived by a code of Public virtue— virtue in the sense of selfless, full-time, manly devotion to the public wealth. It was this duty to his country and his belief in the ideas of a Democratic Republic that allowed him to 
This lesson will take the students through the ideas of power and greed of a dictatorship vs. the selflessness and faith needed to have a republic. Students will have to make the difficult choice of what kind of leader they would want to be. They will have to decide if they have the same qualities of public virtue and honor as George Washington. Could you do what George did?



	Teacher to Teacher Notes
The History of the Roman Republic Sheet is meant to be printed on legal sized paper and made into a booklet.



	Materials needed:
(2 sheets per class)           (Class set)             (1 per student)
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    (Class set)                 (1 per student)        
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Signs for 4-Corner Activity (see Instructional Alternatives below)

	Websites used:
http://www.earlyamerica.com/review/fall97/wshngton.html
http://rome.mrdonn.org/lessonplans/overviews.html
http://www.highlightskids.com/GamesandGiggles/HiddenPics/HIddenPixFlashObjects/h8hpiArchive.asp

	Procedures/Activities
Engagement Activity:

Day One:
Students will compete to become the new supreme ruler of the class. As the new supreme ruler they must chose how to run the classroom. They can choose to remain the supreme ruler or they can hand over their power to the class and elect people into power.

Students will play a series of games. There will be only one winner. This winner will have supporters. 

Directions: Divide the class into two teams: boys vs. girls. The teams will be whittled down until there are just two finalists. The female and male finalists play one another for the championship.

Students will be told that there will be fantastic prizes for the winner and good prizes for his/her teammates. 

· The winner may choose how to run the classroom.

· The winner may choose to become the supreme ruler of the classroom. 

· They will get an automatic A for the year. 

· They determine the grades of their classmates. 

· They determine what we will learn and what we will do on a day to day basis. 

· They have full control over classroom punishments. 

· They have the right give out detentions for misbehavior. 

· They have complete control and may choose how to exercise that control.

· They can give favors to their teammates and not to other members of the class.
Three Rounds of Tests:  Round 1-Strength; Round 2-Speed;  and Round 3-Intelligence/Cunning
             (Room is already divided into girls and boys.  Now the girls all pair up together and the boys all pair up together.)
Round #1: Strength. Arm Wrestling. Winners proceed to round two. 
Round #2:  Speed. 1st person to write the alphabet backwards. Students must raise both their hands or stand up to be  

              the winner. Do one team at a time and record who was first, second, third and fourth. Then check their answers
              to be sure that they are correct. The person, who is correct, with the fast time, wins and goes on to round #3. 

Answer Key: ZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Round #3: Intelligence and Cunning. Give students 1 minute to find as many of the hidden pictures in the picture as 
             possible. Whoever finds the most is the winner. If there is a tie, play rock, paper, scissors. 
Competition Results:

Once a winner is chosen you should read their prizes again.  Read the script below:




	Congratulations on winning the challenge. You are truly the strongest, fastest and most cunning member of the class. Your task now is to create the best U.S. History class in the school. It is your job to get everyone to pass the TAKS and do well this year. Your prizes include an A for the year. You determine the grades of your classmates. You determine what we will learn and what we will do on a day-to-day basis. 

You have full control over classroom punishments. You have the right to give out detentions for misbehavior. 

You have complete control and may choose how to exercise that control. You  can give favors to your teammates and choose not to give them to other members of the class. You may choose to exercise power alone and be the only one to have these benefits. Or you may choose to give up your supreme power, which you fought so hard for, to your fellow students. You can allow them to vote on a leader and the new rules for the class. Would you like to remain the supreme ruler of the classroom or would you like to allow the people to vote on who should be in charge?

Results: Allow the winner a minute or two to decide their fate. While they are deciding try to tempt them with the ultimate power of the supreme ruler. When they have decided have them announce their decision to the class and have them explain why they chose the way they chose. If you would like you can now have them attempt to implement their ideas in the classroom (have them be the supreme ruler for a few minutes or allows them to hold elections) or you can move on to the story of the Roman Republic. 

Tell the students that you will be reading them a story about a very famous civilization called the Roman Empire. Have them keep in mind the activity from earlier as you read the short story. Pass out the Compare and Contrast: the Roman Empire and the United States worksheet to the students. Students should be following along in their own booklets and taking notes on their chart during the story.  

After the story discuss the positives of the Roman Republic and some of the reasons for its decline. Tell the students that tomorrow they will be learning about the birth of another nation: the United States.

Day Two:
Call up the supreme ruler and remind the class about yesterday’s activity and Roman Republic story. Discuss again the problems which faced the Republic such as greed and excess of power. Then tell the students they are going to learn about George Washington and his most important contribution to American history. Ask the students to guess what they think was Washington’s most important contribution. 

Then read the worksheet: Could You do What George did? As they read they should be completing the Compare and Contrast Chart: the Roman Empire and the United States.



	Assessment(s)
Evaluate
1. Students will complete the Compare and Contrast Chart: the Roman Empire and the United States. 

2. Students will then create a headstone which states Washington’s most important contributions to America. Write an epitaph (a commemorative inscription on a tomb or mortuary monument about the person buried at that site) for George Washington. Include at least three of his most important contributions to the United States of America. Include on his headstone his date of birth, death and remaining family members. Add at least two pictures that represent Washington’s life. Then cut out your headstone and write your full name and class period on the back.

The teacher can create a memorial to Washington’s memory in the classroom or wait until President’s day to create a display of his achievements. 



	Instructional Alternatives

Extend

As a follow-up, do a four corners activity with the students with the following questions:

George Washington was right to give up power and I would too!

George Washington was right to give up power but I am not sure I could!

George Washington was a fool to give up power; I sure wouldn’t have!

George Washington was a fool to give up power; but I think I would have done it too!

Have students divide up by the four questions around the room and then defend their position.



	Interdisciplinary Connections

ELA: Students could write a personal narrative about a time in their lives when they put the well-being and happiness of others ahead of their own. They can use Washington’s story of public virtue as inspiration. 
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Compare and Contrast: 

The Roman Empire and the United States 

		Questions

		The Roman Empire

		The United States



		Setting the Stage






		What do these two countries think about monarchies?

		

		



		What kind of Government does the country have or want to have?

		

		



		Why is the public upset with the Senate/Congress?

		

		



		Leading Men: 

Who were the most beloved men in the country? Why were they so trusted by the people?

		

		



		What is the overall outcome?



		

		What was Caesar’s mistake?

		Why does Washington think it is his duty to stop the Newburgh Conspiracy?






		

		Why did the Roman Republic fall?

		How does Washington convince the men of this wrong doing?






		

		

		What did the men of the American Revolution learn from Rome?
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Directions: Write an epitaph (a commemorative inscription on a tomb or mortuary monument about the person buried at that site) for George Washington. Include at least three of his most important contributions to the United States of America. Include on his headstone his date of birth, death and remaining family members. Add at least two pictures that represent Washington’s life. Then cut out your headstone and write your full name and class period on the back.
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History of the Roman Republic:


Small but powerful kings founded Rome. Eventually the kings of Rome turned into brutal rulers who rained terror on the Roman people. They were eventually ousted by a group of Roman aristocrats who founded the Roman Republic.


Under the Republic, two (2) elected consuls shared the head of government. Consuls were members of the Senate, who had been elected to serve for a one-year term in the position of Consul, the highest position in government under the Republic. 

The consul’s most important power was that they controlled the army. 


The Senate was composed of leaders from the patricians, the noble and wealthy families of ancient Rome. They were the lawmakers. They controlled spending. There were 300 seats in the Senate. 


Rome needed tax money. The government needed to pay the legions, and build roads, sewers, aqueducts, and arenas. They needed to pay for the welfare program put in place to help feed the growing number of poor in Rome. They needed a lot of money, and they needed more and more as Rome grew.  


A tax collector had the legal right to charge one person almost nothing, and charge another person a great deal of tax, knowing that person could not pay.  If you did not pay the taxes you owed, according to the amount set by the tax collector in your region, you could be sold into slavery. 


Under the Republic, elected officials used their positions to get rich. Under the Republic, there was no law against buying votes. The poor were quite happy to sell their votes to the highest bidder. So, if you had enough money, you could get elected to government. 


A great many people bought their way into office. Once there, the laws they created were not always very good laws. But, many were not there to create good government. They were there to get rich. People paid a lot of money to change the laws or to add new ones.                                                      


For example, elected officials decided whose fee would be accepted to become a tax farmer in a certain region. An elected official in a region might decide that the best person to get the job was a family member. They had the power to do this. Under this system, it did not take long before Rome had very bad government. 


Under the Republic, Rome did not have a police force. Rome's streets were not safe during the day. They were deadly after dark. Wealthy Romans hired guards to protect themselves and their families. Very wealthy Romans built private armies. These guards and armies often fought in the streets, sometimes over nothing. Added to this was crime committed by the desperate poor, trying to feed their families. The government recognized this problem, but they could not put a police force in place because they did not have enough money to pay them. 


Between violence in the streets, unreasonable taxes, and a government unable or unwilling to do anything about Rome's problems, Rome was a mess. 


Julius Caesar, a highly respected and famous general, told the people, "I can solve Rome's problems." 


Julius Caesar was a great general and an important leader in ancient Rome. During his lifetime, he had held just about every important title in the Roman Republic including consul, tribune of the people, high commander of the army, and high priest. He suggested new laws, most of which were approved by the Senate. He reorganized the army. He improved the way the provinces were governed. The Romans even named a month after him, the month of July for Julius Caesar.


When Julius Caesar said he had something to say, the people flocked to the Forum to hear his ideas. His ideas had been good ones. The people trusted him. Julius Caesar told the people that he could solve Rome's problems. Certainly, the Republic had problems. Crime was everywhere. 




Taxes were outrageous. People were hungry. Many were out of work. It was easier to use slaves to do work than hire. 


The people were angry that their government had not been able to solve the many problems facing the Republic. Julius Caesar spoke publicly to the people about these problems, and promised to solve them if he could. 


The people loved him. They wanted to see Julius Caesar in a strong position of power so that he could solve these problems. As Julius Caesar became more popular with the people, he became more powerful. 


[image: image1.wmf]Leaders in the Senate began to worry. They were afraid that Julius Caesar wanted to take over the government and rule Rome as a king. The leaders of ancient Rome had vowed that a king would never rule the Roman people again. They were right. Julius Caesar did want to take over the government.


One of the laws of the original Twelve Tables was that no general could enter the city with his army. Julius Caesar ignored this law.  In 49 BCE, he entered Rome with the Roman Legion, and took over the government. The poor people of Rome, who made up the bulk of the population, were glad. The people called him "father of the homeland“.  The Senate was furious. 


Caesar returned to Rome in 46 BC and had the Senate appoint him dictator for ten years; he was given imperium over the Roman Empire and was, for all practical purposes, above the law and the constitution. Two years later he was appointed dictator for life, and he quickly assumed all the important offices in the government. He reformed the government in many ways, but these reforms were functionally meaningless considering his absolute power. Caesar's absolute power, imperium for life (which made him imperator, or Emperor, of Rome), looked suspiciously like a monarchy, which, for all practical purposes, it was. 
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The Romans, proud of their Republican tradition, deeply resented his power, and in 44 BC, on the Ides of March (March 15), a group of conspirators, assassinated Caesar as he entered the Senate in his usual manner: with no bodyguards or protection.


The conspirators were striking a blow for the Republic, fully confident that the Republic would magically reconstitute itself. Caesar had, after all, ruled Rome for a mere two years. Their dreams, however, disappeared in a brutal civil war that would last for thirteen years. At the end of the war, the Roman Republic would come to a shattering end and never again appear on the stage of history.
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Could you do what George did?

Our founding fathers lived in a time when one’s worth was measured by their public virtue.
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Honor is integrity in one's beliefs and actions. Honor is one's word given as a guarantee of performance. Honor is the preoccupation of earning the esteem of wise and good men.


Public virtue is virtue in the sense of selfless, full-time, manly devotion to the public wealth. 


Duty is an obligatory tasks, conduct, service, or functions that arise from one's position (as in life or in a group)

George Washington spent his life working for American liberty and democracy. He had served his country with great honor and duty. He lived by a code of Public virtue— virtue in the sense of selfless, full-time, manly devotion to the public wealth. Many Americans had been governed by such public spiritedness during the war and made great sacrifices for the cause of independence; however, in normal times people were too individualistic and too avaricious to sustain that level of commitment. By the end of the Revolutionary war Washington was the most beloved man in the new country. He had the respect of the public and the loyalty of the army. Washington was truly devoted to his duty of serving America, during the 8 years of the war he had only returned home once. 

Washington as well as many others of his day felt a great duty to their new country to create a new type of government where the people, not a king or a dictator, would rule. They fought for their right to have a Democratic Republic even though it had never been done before. They studied the great histories of Ancient Rome and Ancient Greece and were greatly influenced by their philosophy on government. Washington’s favorite play, Cato, inspired him throughout his life and especially during his time in service to his country. Cato, was a play written in 1712, by Joseph Addison. It chronicled Caesar and the demise of the Roman Republic. Washington was so enamored by the play that he had his troops perform it during the harsh winter at Valley Forge in 1777-1778 to boost morale.

At the end of the war, the army was upset because Congress had not paid them for their service. This unhappiness led to whispers about the effectiveness of the Congress and the Republican form of government.  Never before had a true Representative Republic worked, not even the great Roman Republic was a long term success. For in Rome, the great Republic was demolished by the greed and power-hungry General Julius Caesar. In Newburgh, New York in 1783 the whispers were turning into shouts. Many of Washington’s top generals were secretly planning to overtake the Congress and make Washington the new king of the United States. This plan was later called the Newburgh Conspiracy. When Washington got wind of this development he was furious, everything he had fought for in the last 8 years might go up in flames. 


Washington was a strong and careful man. He never showed weakness in front of others and lived by strict rules of civility. He would keep a copy of the 110 rules in his pocket at all times. When he heard about the planned uprising of the troops he knew he was the only one who could stop it and preserve the newly formed republic. Washington knew that the leaders of the conspiracy were gathered for a rally at Newburgh, New York. The room was all abuzz with the ideas of military domination. When Washington entered the room, it went silent; no one was expecting him to show up at the rally. As Washington surveyed the sea of faces before him, he no longer saw respect or deference as in times past, but suspicion, irritation, and even unconcealed anger. To such a hostile crowd, Washington was about to present the most crucial speech of his career. 


Following his entrance Washington studied the faces of his audience. He could see that they were still confused, uncertain, not quite appreciating or comprehending what he had tried to impart in his speech. With a sigh, he removed from his pocket a letter and announced it was from a member of Congress, and that he now wished to read it to them. He produced the letter, gazed upon it, and manipulated it without speaking. What was wrong, some of the men wondered. Why did he delay? Washington now reached into a pocket and brought out a pair of new reading glasses. Only those nearest to him knew he lately required them, and he had never worn them in public. Then he spoke: "Gentlemen, you will permit me to put on my spectacles, for I have not only grown gray but almost blind in the service of my country." This simple act and statement by their venerated commander, coupled with remembrances of battles and privations shared together with him, and their sense of shame at their present approach to the threshold of treason, was more effective than the most eloquent oratory. As he read the letter to their unlistening ears, many were in tears from the recollections and emotions which flooded their memories. As Major Samuel Shaw, who was present, put it in his journal, "There was something so natural, so unaffected in this appeal as rendered it superior to the most studied oratory. It forced its way to the heart, and you might see sensibility moisten every eye." "As he read the letter, many were in tears" 
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Washington was the most powerful man in America in 1783. The country adored him because he was the hero of the American Revolution. His men in the military saw how he struggled with him during the 8 long years of war and trusted him above all others. He could have let the army crown him king.  Yet, Washington did not want to make the same mistakes as Rome. He saw that bigger picture that America was an experiment in democracy which could have been easily crushed at any moment. His civic duty and public virtue was too strong to allow his men to destroy everything they had worked for. Which his small gesture of weakness Washington cemented the elected government and not the military as the controlling force of America. Shortly after the events of Newberg, Washington returned to the Congress to officially step down as Commander and Chief of the Continental Army. Six years later when Washington became president he was determined to not allow this new republic to fail on his part. After two terms in office, Washington did the unthinkable once again. Despite no opposition to his reelection Washington retired from public office and allowed a peaceful transfer of power to his successor John Adams. 
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July 4th Picnic


By Lynn Adams 
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In this big picture, find the lollipop, hatchet, mushroom, goblet, ring, sailboat, arrow, yo-yo, 
balloon, snake, top, needle, funnel, and candle.


Can you find these Hidden Pictures?
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