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	Spring Branch ISD Model Lesson Plan

Writer’s name: Ronald Castro

 Title: Virtues of a Leader

	Course:  US History
	Unit of Study:  Conclusion to year. Or review to any unit
	Title of lesson: Virtues of a Leader

	Grade Level:  8
	
	Time Frame of lesson: 1 class

	ENDURING UNDERSTANDING(S):  How do the big ideas show up in this content’s curriculum? What do you want students to remember 10 years down the road?

	Varies. It depends on what unit you choose to use this lesson to review for. Can be used for year review or unit review

	CONCEPT STATEMENT(S): The big ideas that spiral through all social studies curriculum.
	ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S): Personalized, open-ended questions which build relevancy to curriculum for students.

	Varies


	What makes a good leader?

What are values of a good leader?

What principles does a good leader live by?



	THREE PART OBJECTIVE: (Content, Cognitive Blooms Level, and Proving Behavior)

	Given a collection of quotes students will analyze historical events by interpreting those quotes and linking them specifically to leaders as they evaluate qualities of leadership and civic virtue.


	LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE(S): (Aligned with ELPS/Choose those appropriate to your students.)

	Learning Strategies
	

	Listening
	

	Speaking
	

	Reading
	

	Writing
	.

	TEKS COVERED IN THIS LESSON: Aligned to the 2010 Essential Knowledge and Skills

	analyze Abraham Lincoln's ideas about liberty, equality, union, and government as contained in his first and second inaugural addresses and the Gettysburg Address and contrast them with the ideas contained in Jefferson Davis’s inaugural address.[8.8C]

analyze the arguments of the Federalists and Anti-Federalists, including those of Alexander Hamilton, Patrick Henry, James Madison, and George Mason.[8.17A]

evaluate the contributions of the Founding Fathers as models of civic virtue.[8.20B]

Analyze the leadership qualities of elected and appointed leaders of the United States such as George Washington, John Marshall, and Abraham Lincoln.[8.22A]

Describe the contributions of significant political, social, and military leaders of the United States such as Frederick Douglass, John Paul Jones, James Monroe, Stonewall Jackson, Susan B. Anthony, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton.[8.22B]

	TEACHER TO TEACHER NOTES:

	Every year I put up motivational historical quotes on the wall. We all have our own tastes for quotes and this is where those quotes can come in handy. 

This lesson can be used after any specific unit or at the end of the year to review. I generally use it at the end of the year. 

The suggested book has many quotes that you can use to begin this assignment. 

This lesson is intended for the students to analyze quotes and link the actions of specific historical figures. 



	VISUALS, MATERIALS, AND TEXTS:
	RESOURCES & TECHNOLOGY

	excerpts from specific historical documents like: 
Mayflower Compact, Declaration of Independence, Constitution, George Washington’s Rules of Civility, Lincoln's addresses, Jefferson Davis’ inaugural address, Federalist Papers

	Book: 

Bill of Rights Institute. Being an American: Exploring the Ideals That       Unite Us.  Arlington: 2010. Print

	PROCEDURES/ACTIVITIES

Remember Horizontal Teaching:

	LESSON COMPONENT
	CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

	SET: “The early bird gets the worm.” 

	Have the students individually interpret that saying. Ask a few students to share what they came up with. Then ask the students if there were any historical application to that saying covering what they have already studied. (Spain sent Columbus to explore first and gained lots of mineral wealth because of it.)

	INPUT: Give the students many quotes or sayings that will apply to the content you are covering. If you are doing this activity as a cumulative review activity I suggest you give them enough quotes so that they can cover a years worth of material. 

	Have the students interpret in their own words what a few of them mean and then have them share so that the other students can get an understanding of what you are looking for. 

	MODEL: Use any quote to model what you are looking for. I like to use a quote and match it to a current event that the students may have heard most recently. 


	Ask the students if that was an appropriate interpretation of the quote and did it apply to the event in the description. Tell them that its ok to have a very individual interpretation of the quotes. My students are more open to creativity when I tell them there is no wrong answer. 

	GUIDED PRACTICE:

Have the students interpret 5-10 quotes or sayings. 

They can write this down. 

Have them share those 5-10 with a partner. 

Of those 5-10 examples have them apply a historical event to 3-5 of their favorites. 


	Remind the students that its ok to be creative. 

	CLOSURE:

Have a few students share what they came up with for extra points. 
	

	ASSESSMENT(S)

	A daily grade can be taken for completion. 

A quiz grade can be taken if you require them to do more sayings or if you ask them to analyze a quote per unit. 

I like to record all the students on the flip cameras or even have the students produce a iMovie or Keynote presentation. This can be graded as a test grade. 



	ACCOMMODATIONS/ENRICHMENTS

	Accommodations: Some students may need the teachers to explain some of the quotes or excerpts before they get going. Some students may need extra time to think about their quotes and they should be allowed to take it home. Students weak in language should have dictionaries readily available. 
Enrichment: You may choose to meet with each student individually to ask them why they chose some specific quotes over others. 


	SILENT/SUSTAINED READING RESOURCES

	

	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS

Elementary Only
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