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	Spring Branch ISD Model Lesson Plan

Darryl White
 Hamilton vs. Jefferson Today


	Course:  U.S. History
	Unit of Study:  The New Republic
	Title of lesson: Hamilton vs. Jefferson Today

	Grade Level:  8
	
	Time Frame of lesson: three, forty-five minute class periods.
1st Class – Define Political Party/Complete Chart comparing Jefferson and Hamilton

2nd Class – Use computers to research Jeffersonian and Hamiltonian ideas in modern day news.

3rd Class – Write an essay answering the question: How do Jeffersonian and Hamiltonian debates persist in today’s society?

	ENDURING UNDERSTANDING(S):  How do the big ideas show up in this content’s curriculum? What do you want students to remember 10 years down the road?

	Unit 5, EU B: Different views on how to run the government lead to Political Parties

	CONCEPT STATEMENT(S): The big ideas that spiral through all social studies curriculum.
	ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S): Personalized, open-ended questions which build relevancy to curriculum for students.

	A democracy fosters opposing viewpoints.


	Should leaders in government have the same ideas?

	THREE PART OBJECTIVE: (Content, Cognitive Blooms Level, and Proving Behavior)

	Given information about political parties and a chart comparing Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson, students will be able to synthesize the existence of Jeffersonian and Hamiltonian ideas in today’s politics by connecting Hamiltonian and Jeffersonian ideas to current news stories.

	LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE(S): (Aligned with ELPS/Choose those appropriate to your students.)

	Learning Strategies
	TLW use computers to learn more information about the ideas of political parties.

	Listening
	TLW identify words and phrases heard in a discussion about political parties with their partners.

	Speaking
	TLW use new vocabulary with their partners about political parties read in letters and the internet.

	Reading
	TLW show comprehension of English texts about political parties by reading contemporary articles.

	Writing
	TLW write using newly acquired vocabulary by writing about political parties.

	TEKS COVERED IN THIS LESSON: Aligned to the 2010 Essential Knowledge and Skills

	5 (C) The learner will be able to explain the origin and development of American political parties;
15 (A) explain why a free enterprise system of economics developed in the new nation; and
15 (B) describe the characteristics and the benefits of the U.S. free enterprise system during the 18th and 19th centuries.
30 (D) identify points of view from the historical context surrounding an event and the frame of reference which influenced the participants;
30 (E) support a point of view on a social studies issue or event;
32 (A) use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution


	TEACHER TO TEACHER NOTES:

	Letters, Guiding chart on Hamilton vs. Jefferson, potential essay rubric and Trackstar Instructions are  all attached. For the essay, you should decide how many articles you want the students to find to support the idea that Hamiltonian and Jeffersonian ideas persist today. Prior to the lesson, you should find a contemporary article arguing an idea that Hamilton and Jefferson debated (big government vs. small government would be a good one) to use as an example.


	VISUALS, MATERIALS, AND TEXTS:
	RESOURCES & TECHNOLOGY

	Letters between Hamilton and Jefferson, textbooks or dictionaries to define “political party.”
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	Websites are included in this lesson plan as well as instructions attached via Trackstar website.
Computers with Internet access and printers to print articles.

	PROCEDURES/ACTIVITIES

Remember Horizontal Teaching:

	LESSON COMPONENT
	CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

	SET: Ask the class, should leaders in government have the same ideas? Why or why not?

	Ask for responses.

	INPUT: 

1. Have students define political party with the textbook or dictionary.
2. Teacher will further explain the concept of political parties.


	Ask a student to read the definition and give an example of political parties today.
Ask for more examples of political parties and write them on the board.

	MODEL: Teacher will give a contemporary  Democratic/Republican example and show an article describing the two sides (big government vs. small government) would be an easy example (Use a current, time-sensitive article to reinforce the idea because that is what you want the students to find later).

	Guide students and ask questions.

	GUIDED PRACTICE:

1. Give students the Jeff vs. Ham T-Chart [attached]  or have them copy a similar chart on notebook paper. 

2. Students will look at primary source letters from Jefferson and Hamilton and be able to deduce the opinions of Hamilton and Jefferson about government and American society by completing the attached worksheet. [See attached sheet for suggested letters]
3. As students finish, go over these with the class or in individual groups.

4. Beneath the chart, have students write a general, one sentence “sum up” comparing the ideas of Hamilton and Jefferson. 
5. Introduce the essay: How do Jeffersonian and Hamiltonian debates persist in today’s society? You need to set a standard for the number of articles students should find to support this thesis.
6. Students will use computers and internet to find articles in the contemporary media about arguments between “big government” vs. “small government,” government regulation of the economy and/or loose vs. strict interpretation of the Constitution etc.

[Use a website like http://trackstar.4teachers.org to “pre-select” websites for students to visit. I have created a potential site for you to use, with instructions attached or you can select your own.] Some websites that may be of use for articles would be www.cnn.com, www.channelone.com, www.cbsnews.com, www.foxnews.com, http://news.google.com , www.msnbc.msn.com, http://news.yahoo.com, www.nytimes.com, www.usatoday.com, www.time.com/time, www.timeforkids.com, www.cnn.com/studentnews. Those are the ones that are posted on the Trackstar site.

7. With a partner, students will write a four paragraph essay explaining “how Jeffersonian and Hamiltonian debates persist in today’s society. “

The essay could be structured as follows:

· Introduction

· Jeffersonian ideas in today’s society

· Hamiltonian ideas in today’s society

· Conclusion

Students should cite specific examples from the articles that they have selected from the Internet.


	Students should share their sentence “sum ups.” Have students write in one sentence a general point of view about Hamilton and Jefferson’s political ideas. Have some students share.

	CLOSURE: 
Students will again answer the question “
Should leaders in government have the same ideas?”

	Ask students if their ideas have changed. Have them write their responses on an index card to turn in for a “ticket out”

	ASSESSMENT(S)

	Grade the Essay. A suggested rubric is attached.


	ACCOMMODATIONS/ENRICHMENTS

	Accommodations: Re-write the articles for students that are low readers or special education to make them easier to understand.
Enrichment: For extra credit, have students compare the political parties of Jefferson and Hamilton to today’s Democratic and Republican parties.


	SILENT/SUSTAINED READING RESOURCES

	Find more letters from Hamilton and Jefferson in the recommended book as well as on the internet.


	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS

Elementary Only
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		0

		5

		10

		15

		20

		Score



		1: Statement of Thesis

		No thesis stated

		Poor statement of thesis.

		Adequate statement of thesis

		Provides clear thesis with one supporting detail or sentence.

		Provides clear thesis with more than one supporting detail or sentence.

		



		2: Supporting Articles as Evidence

		Fails to provide evidence from articles to support thesis.

		Minimal or unclear articles supporting thesis.

		Sufficient articles supporting thesis, without support.

		Good amount of articles. Adequate support may be lacking.

		Superior amount of articles with supporting details to back up the thesis.

		



		3: Details/States Jeffersonian and Hamiltonian points of view.

		Fails to provide details to support the articles.

		Provides few details to support articles.

		Provides some details to support some articles. 

		Provides a sufficient amount of details to support articles. All may not be clear.

		Superior amount of supporting details to expound upon each article.

		



		4: Introduction/Conclusion

		Essay has no introduction or conclusion,

		Essay is missing either an introduction or conclusion.

		Introduction and conclusion exist; may not be fully developed.

		Essay has a developed introduction and conclusion.

		Superior introduction and conclusion that is insightful and/or witty.

		



		5: Spelling, Grammar, Mechanics, Punctuation, Clarity

		Essay is nearly unreadable with many spelling, grammar and punctuation mistakes.

		Essay has many spelling, grammar and punctuation mistakes.

		Essay has some, spelling, grammar and punctuation mistakes.

		Essay has a couple of spelling, grammar and punctuation mistakes.

		Essay is flawless in terms of grammar, spelling and punctuation.

		



		

		Total→
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		Alexander Hamilton’s Beliefs

		Thomas Jefferson’s Beliefs



		Political Party

		

		



		Size of Government

		

		



		How should the Constitution be interpreted?

		

		



		Desired Economy for the U.S.

		

		



		View of Human Nature

		

		





Write a one-sentence “sum-up” comparing Hamilton and Jefferson’s ideas below.


_1380310487.doc
Suggested Letters Comparing Hamiltonian and Jeffersonian Philosophies


These suggested letters can be used to fill out the Jefferson vs. Hamilton T-Chart worksheet. They tell of Hamilton’s and Jefferson’s ideas on the size of government, their interpretation of the constitution, human nature and their preferred economy for the United States. Students will need to deduce the political party based on what they learn. All of these letters can be found on the Internet or in the book Ideas That Shape A Nation by James L. Smith. A full work cited citation is below.


Smith, James L., Ideas That Shape a Nation (Las Cruces, N.M.: Suncrest Publications, 

2000)


		

		Alexander Hamilton’s Beliefs

		Thomas Jefferson’s Beliefs



		Size of Government

		· Letter to James Duane, Sept. 1780



		· Letter to James Madison, Sept. 1789



		How should the Constitution be interpreted?

		· “Opinion on the Constitutionality of the Bank,” 1791



		· Letter to James Madison, Sept. 1789



		Desired Economy for the U.S.

		· Report on Manufactures, 1791



		· Notes on Virginia (Query XIX), 1781



		View of Human Nature

		· “On the Treatment of Loyalists,” 1784



		· Notes on Virginia (Query XIX), 1781


· Letter to Colonel Edward Carrington, January 1787
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How to Access Resource Websites


1. Go to http://trackstar.4teachers.org

2. Look to the right. Where it says View Track #, type in the following number: 415480.


3. Click Go.


4. Click View in Frames.


5. Use only the websites provided in your research.
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Friday, May 13





There will be a surprise

Retirement Celebration for

Amy Thibaut

at Denis’ Seafood on I-10

this Friday, May 13 4-6:30 pm

Whether you’ve RSVP’d or not, all are welcome.

Appetizers and soft drinks will be served.

You may contribute to defray the cost if you wish.

Contact Bikira Stevenson or Sharon Owens for more details
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