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Model Lesson Plan

Erin Tenczar
Kempner High School
	Course:

US History
	Title of Unit:

Late 20th Century Until Today
	Title of Lesson:
Themes in US Foreign Policy

	Grade Level:

11th
	
	Time Frame:

125 minutes


	Description
In this lesson the students analyze primary source documents and political cartoons covering US foreign policy throughout history. They categorize these documents based upon which foreign policy theme each best represents. 



	TEKS Objectives 
(4)  History. The student understands the emergence of the United States as a world power between 1898 and 1920. 

(7)  History. The student understands the domestic and international impact of U.S. participation in World War II.

(8)  History. The student understands the impact of significant national and international decisions and conflicts in the Cold War on the United States. 

(10)  History. The student understands the impact of political, economic, and social factors in the U.S. role in the world from the 1970s through 1990. 

(11)  History. The student understands the emerging political, economic, and social issues of the United States from the 1990s into the 21st century.

(15) Economics. The student understands domestic and foreign issues related to U.S. economic growth from the 1870s to 1920.

(29)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to: (A) use a variety of both primary and secondary valid sources to acquire information and to analyze and answer historical questions; (B)  analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing and contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations, making predictions, drawing inferences, and drawing conclusions; (D)  use the process of historical inquiry to research, interpret, and use multiple types of sources of evidence; (G)  identify and support with historical evidence a point of view on a social studies issue or event; and (H)  use appropriate skills to analyze and interpret social studies information such as maps, graphs, presentations, speeches, lectures, and political cartoons.


	Teacher to Teacher Notes

· This lesson would most likely be used as a review activity prior to the teaching of more modern day US foreign policy.
· Create copies of items from the Materials Needed section:

· “Squares”- 1 set per group of 2-3 students= about 10 copies per period

· “Chart instructions”- 1 set per group of 2-3 students= about 10 copies per period

· One copy of large “cartoons for wall.”  Hang them around the room. These are for students who have difficulties reading the cartoons on the “squares” document because of its size.
· Place students in groups of 2-3 students. Each group needs a set of the “squares,” a copy of the “chart instructions”, at least one pair of scissors, and a glue stick. Each group needs a poster board (ask students to bring this to class) OR a roll of butcher paper for the classroom 

· Students will spend 1-1.5 periods categorizing the squares based on foreign policy and pasting the squares in the correct column on their chart.

· When completed, each student will take home a copy of the “Essay worksheet” for homework. They will prepare and write their essay in class the next day (1 period). 




	Materials needed:
Each group will need:  poster board, a pair of scissors and glue stick.
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	Websites used:
TAH Grant Program


	Procedures/Activities
· Engage- In small groups, each group creates a poster-sized version of the chart shown on the instructions handout.  Students then cut/paste definition squares under the correct column of the chart they’ve created. Once this is completed the class should discuss what each term means in relationship to US History.

· Explain- The students cut out and analyze the quotes and political cartoons from the “Squares” document and categorize these documents based upon which foreign policy theme each best represents.  Remind them that they can view a larger version of each political cartoon posted on the wall.  On their poster, have them paste the remaining squares under the correct column of their chart.  See “Answer Key” in materials needed.
· Explore- The students fill in the final two rows of their charts (Years/Eras, Events We’ve Covered). They can discuss among their group which events were covered in the “squares” documents, as well as brainstorm additional events/issues discussed in class this year. 




	Assessment(s)
Evaluate- 
· Students complete the “Essay Worksheet” outside of class to prepare to write next day’s essay
· Students use this pre-writing to construct their response to the following prompt:

What were the leading motivations in the carrying out of US foreign policy from 1898-1960s?
· See “Essay Rubric” in Materials Needed section.


	Instructional Alternatives

Extend- Students research and create a poster covering the foreign policy of one of our US presidents. See “Foreign Policy Presidents” document in Materials Needed section.

	Interdisciplinary Connections

ENG III(8)  Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Culture and History. Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about the author's purpose in cultural, historical, and contemporary contexts and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding.  

ENG III(14)  Writing/Literary Texts. Students write literary texts to express their ideas and feelings about real or imagined people, events, and ideas. 

ENG III(17)  Oral and Written Conventions/Conventions. Students understand the function of and use the conventions of academic language when speaking and writing.
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		Definition A: the policy or doctrine of separating one's country from the affairs of other nations by declining to enter into alliances, foreign economic commitments, international agreements, etc., seeking to devote the entire efforts of one's country to its own advancement and remain at peace by avoiding foreign entanglements and responsibilities. 




		Definition B: a policy based on intense economic, political, military, and ideological rivalry between nations, short of military conflict; sustained hostile political policies and an atmosphere of strain between opposed countries. 




		Definition C: the policy of extending the rule or authority of an empire or nation over foreign countries, or of acquiring and holding colonies and dependencies. 






		Definition D: the policy or status of a nation that does not participate in a war between other nations

		Definition E: the principle of cooperation among nations, for the promotion of their common good, sometimes as contrasted with nationalism, or devotion to the interests of a particular nation. 
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		Quote A: 

“…Yet I am certain of this: Wherever we carry it, the American flag will stand not only for our power, but for freedom. Our nation’s cause has always been larger than our nation’s defense. We fight, as we always fight, for a just peace–a peace that favors human liberty. We will defend the peace against threats from terrorists and tyrants…Building this just peace is America’s opportunity and America’s duty. rewards of liberty, and the hope for a better life.”

--George W. Bush, “Graduation Speech at West Point,” June 1, 2002



		Quote B: 

"From Stettin in the Baltic to Triesete in the Adriatic, an iron curtain has descended across the Continent." 

-Winston Churchill, March 5, 1946, speech at Westminster College



		Quote C:

 ‘'Tis our true policy to steer clear of permanent Alliances, with any portion of the foreign world.”

George Washington, Farewell Address, September 19, 1796






		Quote D: 

“The two great needs of mankind, that all men may be lifted into the light of the highest Christian civilization, are, first, a pure, spiritual Christianity, and, second, civil liberty....It follows then, that the Anglo-Saxon, as the great representative of these two ideas, the depository of these two great blessings, sustains peculiar relations to the world's future, is divinely commissioned to be, in a peculiar sense, his brother's keeper.”

-Josiah Strong, 1885

		Quote E: 

“Hopeful that, encouraged by their example, all the other nations of the world will join in this humane endeavor and by adhering to the present Treaty as soon as it comes into force bring their peoples within the scope of its beneficent provisions, thus uniting the civilized nations of the world in a common renunciation of war as an instrument of their national policy.”

-Kellogg Briand Pact of 1928



		Quote F: 

“…during the period of the war [it] be unlawful for any person within the United States to purchase, sell, or exchange bonds, securities, or other obligations of the government of any belligerent country, …or to make any loan or extend any credit to any such government or person”

-"Neutrality Act" of February 29, 1936



		Quote G: 

"We shall not realize our [foreign policy] objectives, however, unless we are willing to help free peoples to maintain their free institutions and their national integrity against aggressive movements that seek to impose upon them totalitarian regimes. This is no more than a frank recognition that totalitarian regimes imposed on free peoples, by direct or indirect aggression, undermine the foundations of international peace and hence the security of the United States."

- Harry S. Truman, 1947

		Quote H: 

“The West Indies drift toward us, the Republic of Mexico hardly longer has an independent life....With the completion of the Panama Canal all Central American will become part of our system. We have expanded into Asia, we have attracted the fragments of the Spanish dominions, and reaching out into China we have checked the advance of Russia and Germany....The United States will outweigh any single empire....The whole world will pay her tribute.”

Brooks Adams, 1902

		Quote I: 

“The people of the United States are drawn from many nations, and chiefly from the nations now at war.  It is na-tural and inevitable that there should be the utmost variety of sympathy and desire among them with regard to the issues and circumstances of the conflict.


Some will wish one nation, others another, to succeed in the momentous struggle…


Such divisions amongst us would be fatal to our peace of mind and might seriously stand in the way of the proper performance of our duty as the one great nation at peace…”

-Woodrow Wilson, August 1914



		Quote J: 

“In response to increasing tensions and security concerns, representatives of several countries of Western Europe gathered together to create a military alliance. Great Britain, France, Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg signed the Brussels Treaty in March, 1948. Their treaty provided collective defense; if any one of these nations was attacked, the others were bound to help defend it… In this agreement, the United States, Canada, Belgium, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxemburg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, and the United Kingdom agreed to consider attack against one an attack against all, along with consultations about threats and defense matters.”

- Department of State website

		Quote K: 

"Our policy is directed not against any country or doctrine but against hunger, poverty, desperation and chaos. Its purpose should be the revival of a working economy in the world so as to permit the emergence of political and social conditions in which free institutions can exist… governments, political parties, or groups which seek to perpetuate human misery in order to profit therefrom politically or otherwise will encounter the opposition of the United States."

- George C. Marshall, 1947




		Quote L:   

“More than ever before in human history, we share a common destiny. We can master it only if we face it together. And that, my friends, is why we have the United Nations.”

-Kofi Annan



		Quote M: 

“First. In the cause of humanity and to put an end to the barbarities, bloodshed, starvation, and horrible miseries now existing there [in Cuba], and which the parties to the conflict are either unable or unwilling to stop or mitigate....

Second. We owe it to our citizens in Cuba to afford them that protection and indemnity for life and property....

Third. The right to intervene may be justified by the very serious injury to the commerce, trade, and business of our people and by the wanton destruction of property and devastation of the island.”

-President McKinley's call for war against Spain, 1898

		Quote N:


"It is clear that the main element of any United States policy towards the Soviet Union must be that of a long-term, patient but firm and vigilant containment of Russian expansive tendencies.... It is clear that the United States cannot expect in the foreseeable future to enjoy political intimacy with the Soviet regime. It must continue to regard the Soviet Union as a rival, not a partner, in the political arena."

- George Kennan's "Long Telegram," 1946




		Quote O: 

"The main element of any United States policy toward the Soviet Union," Kennan wrote, "must be that of a long-term, patient but firm and vigilant containment of Russian expansive tendencies." To that end, he called for countering "Soviet pressure against the free institutions of the Western world" through the "adroit and vigilant application of counter-force at a series of constantly shifting geographical and political points, corresponding to the shifts and maneuvers of Soviet policy." Such a policy, Kennan predicted, would "promote tendencies which must eventually find their outlet in either the break-up or the gradual mellowing of Soviet power."

-US Department of State website
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Answer Key

		Neutrality/Isolation

		Imperialism

		Internationalism

		Cold War



		Definition D/A

		Definition C

		Definition E

		Definition B



		Answers will Vary

		Answers will Vary

		Answers will Vary

		Answers will Vary



		Answers will Vary

		Answers will Vary

		Answers will Vary

		Answers will Vary



		Cartoons: B, C, F, K, L

		Cartoons: A, E, G, J

		Cartoons: P, M

Map: A

		Cartoons: D,F, H, I, N, O, Q



		Quotes: C, E, F, I

		Quotes: D, H, M

		Quotes: A, L, J

		Quotes: B, G,K, N,O
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Each group will make a chart similar to the one below BUT on a much larger scale. The chart should cover your entire paper.

		Neutrality/Isolation

		Imperialism

		Internationalism

		Cold War



		Definition

		Definition

		Definition

		Definition



		Years/Eras

		Years/Eras

		Years/Eras

		Years/Eras



		Events we’ve covered

		Events we’ve covered

		Events we’ve covered

		Events we’ve covered



		Cartoons

		Cartoons

		Cartoons

		Cartoons



		Documents

		Documents

		Documents

		Documents





· The Years/Eras and Events We’ve Covered categories will filled in by your groups by brainstorming events we’ve covered this year in US History class.

· The other three categories will be cut/paste from the documents provided. Your group will need to determine which column is appropriate for which document.


· If you have trouble reading the cartoons on the papers you received, they are available for viewing on the classroom wall.
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Foreign Policy Essay Worksheet


NAME: 

STEP 1 – Read the essay topic below. Brainstorm ideas on motivations for US foreign policy throughout US History. 

Topic: What were the leading motivations in the carrying out of US foreign policy from 1898-1960s?

STEP 2--

Thesis Statement: Write one sentence that answers the question you chose. Flip the question to help you start your sentence. Include the 3 topics you’ll focus on in your body paragraphs.  


Example Topic: How did slavery affect African Americans?  

Example Thesis: Slavery affected African Americans because it dehumanized them by breaking up their families and prevented them from having an education.  


Write your thesis statement here: 


STEP 3--

Body Paragraphs:  


Select one topic for each paragraph and write two examples/quotes for each body paragraph. 


Example: A topic could be furthering the interests of American business or the desire to spread democracy

		Body Paragraph #1

		Body Paragraph #2

		Body Paragraph #3



		Topic:

		Topic:

		Topic:



		examples/quotes

		examples/quotes

		examples/quotes



		examples/quotes



		examples/quotes

		examples/quotes





STEP 6:  Begin writing your essay. (introduction, 3 body paragraphs, and a conclusion)

Adapted from http://www.mrhilton.com/Civil%20Rights%20Essay%20Worksheet%20Challenge.pdf


_1426569936/foreign policy presidents.docx
Step 1: Pick a president from the list below. Each president can be used up to 4x in one class period.



-Richard Nixon

-Gerald Ford

-Jimmy Carter

-Ronald Reagan

-George H.W. Bush

-Bill Clinton

-George W. Bush

-Barack Obama



Step 2: Research your president’s foreign policy (foreign affairs). Focus on the following topics:

· Events occurred during presidency & year(s)

· Decisions on the events

· Results from decisions

· Right decision?

Step 3: Cite sources you used in your research. HOW? http://citationmachine.net/index2.php?reqstyleid=1&newstyle=1&stylebox=1

Step 4: Create a poster for the president’s foreign affairs. Be sure the information on the poster is:

· Legible

· Not copied directly from your sources 

· You may use short quotes if source is documented correctly

· To indicate short quotations in your text, enclose the quotation within quotation marks. Provide the author and specific page citation in the text, and include a complete reference on the Works Cited page.

· Answers the major points from Step 2 above

· Includes a Works Cited page(can be on the back of the poster)

Suggestions for beginning your research: 

(1) Google “president’s name” foreign affairs Miller Center.

(2) Google “president’s name” White House

(3) Google his presidential library (not Obama yet)
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US History Essay Rubric


		8-9

		· Thesis: Clear, well-developed, answers the prompt and guides the essay throughout


· Understanding: Demonstrates thorough understanding of complexity of topic


· Evidence: Supports thesis with frequent, specific, and relevant evidence/examples/proof


· Analysis: Effectively analyzes, interprets, makes inferences of evidence/examples/proof


· Errors: May contain insignificant and infrequent errors that do not hinder arguments OR no errors entirely


· Organization: Essay is well-organized (contains introduction, topic sentences, unity of paragraphs, conclusion)



		5-7

		· Thesis: Has a thesis (perhaps superficial/simplistic) which addresses prompt


· Understanding: Demonstrates general understanding of complexity of topic


· Evidence: Supports thesis with evidence/examples/proof, sometimes general or narrative in description


· Analysis: analyzes, interprets, makes inferences of evidence/examples/proof, often general or narrative


· Errors: May contain minor and infrequent errors that do not interfere with comprehension


· Organization: Essay contains most elements of organization



		2-4

		· Thesis: Limited, confused, or poorly developed thesis which may simply restate the prompt or is weakly organized


· Understanding: Demonstrates simplistic understanding of complexity of topic


· Evidence: Contains limited evidence/examples/proof which is usually general or narrative in description


· Analysis: Contains limited or simple analysis, interpretation, inferences of evidence/examples/proof


· Errors: May contain major historical errors


· Organization: Essay contains limited elements of organization



		0-1

		· Thesis: No thesis or a thesis that does not address the topic


· Understanding: Demonstrates little or no understanding of the topic


· Evidence: Contains inappropriate/inaccurate or no evidence/examples/proof 


· Analysis: Contains no analysis of evidence/examples/proof, or is inappropriate/inaccurate


· Errors: May contain numerous errors,  both major and minor


· Organization: Essay contains no organization nor structure





Grade Equivalents:


9….. 100%


8….. 92%


7….. 86%


6….. 82%


5…… 76%


4….. 72%


3….. 66%


2….. 62%


1….. 56%


0….. 0%


Adapted from http://www.docstoc.com/docs/23375114/AP-European-History-Essay-Rubric-8-9-5-7-2-4-0-1


