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Model Lesson Plan

Deborah Pellikan
Ft. Bend I.S.D.
	Course:

U.S. History
	Title of Unit:

World War I


	Title of Lesson:
Causes of U.S. Entry into WWI


	Grade Level:

11th Grade

	
	Time Frame:

50 minutes


	Description
This manipulatives lesson provides students with a framework for a cause and effect analysis of any historical event.  Primary sources are interwoven into the chronological discussion to illustrate the evolution of the American public mindset from strictly isolationist to ready for war.


	TEKS Objectives (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html#113.32 )
US4(C)     Identify the causes of World War I and reasons for U.S. entry.
US4(F)      Analyze major issues such as isolationism and neutrality raised by U.S. involvement in World War I,
                              Woodrow Wilson's Fourteen Points, and the Treaty of Versailles.
US15(D)   Describe the economic effects of international military conflicts, including the Spanish-
                 American War and World War I, on the United States.
US29(B)   Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, 
                              comparing and contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations,  

                              making predictions, drawing inferences, and drawing conclusions



	Teacher to Teacher Notes

· This lesson would follow your discussion of the causes for the outbreak of WWI in 1914.  It is important to clearly delineate between the causes of WWI and the causes of U.S. entry into WWI.  Students tend to confuse the two.
· The lesson is based largely on the analysis and quotations found in Hooray for Peace, Hurrah for War; The United States During World War I  by Steven Jantzen.
· In preparation for this lesson:

· Run off and cut out the manipulatives on multi-colored card-stock, then laminate and attach magnetic strips on reverse.

· Run one copy of “American Perspectives, 1914-1917.”  Laminate and cut up into strips for use by selected students.
· If students will write essay, run a half-sheet rubric for each students.
· Before class begins, distribute quotes to selected students.  This will allow them to read over their quote silently.  When cued, the student should stand up and read with conviction.  




	Materials needed:

[image: image1.emf]Causes of WWI  Manipulatives
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[image: image3.emf]Generic Free  Response Rubric



	Websites used:
U.S. State Department’s summary of events leading up to U.S. entry into WWI:  

http://history.state.gov/milestones/1914-1920/WWI 

Collection of WWI educational sites:

http://www.besthistorysites.net/index.php/modern-history/ww1 
For information on recent archeological findings from Lusitania wreckage:
http://www.archaeology.org/0901/trenches/lusitania.html 
Zimmerman telegram extension activity:

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/zimmermann 




	Procedures/Activities
Engage- Ask students to imagine themselves as American teenagers in 1914.  When they learned that war had broken 
               out in Europe, how would that make them feel?  Let them share the emotion (i.e. surprised, excited, afraid, 
               nonchalant, angry) and explain why.  
Explain-  Discuss the national mood in 1914.  Have student read Quotation 1)  Wilson’s statement from 1914 news 
               article.  Discuss how that would have been received.  Introduce terms; background causes, secondary 
               causes, primary causes, precipitating events.  Place placards for each on board
Explore-  Distribute the causes manipulatives to students around the class.  Ask them to consult with one another to 

               categorize them under the above headings and try to arrange them in their correct order and locations (see 

                layout below).
Extend-  Discuss the arrangement, making corrections as needed (see below).  Then discuss each topic in depth while 
               students record in notes.  Have individual students read Quotations 2-8 when cued by teacher.
U.S. Involvement in WWI

 Background Causes                       Secondary Causes                             Primary Cause             Precipitating Event

                                                1914                 1915                1916         
 Strong Cultural Ties            Invasion of        Sinking of      Breaking of       German declaration          Publication of the
 with Great Britain       →     Belgium     →   Lusitania  →  Arabic and    →     of unrestricted   →   Zimmermann telegram
                                              (Quote 2)      (Quotes 3-5)   Sussex Pledges         submarine                      (Quote 8)

Trade imbalance between                                                    (Quote 6)                   warfare
    U.S. and the Allies vs.                                                                                      (Quote 7)
U.S. and Central Powers

    British Anti-German

        Propaganda



	Assessment Options
Evaluate- 

1. As an informal assessment, call on students at random to reassemble the manipulatives on board.
2. As a formal summative assessment, students could be assigned free-response item from 1995 AP Test:

Assess the relative influence of THREE of the following in the American decision to declare war on Germany in 1917.
German naval policy

American economic interests

Woodrow Wilson’s idealism

Allied propaganda

America’s claim to world power

                           (See Materials Needed section for essay rubric.)


	Instructional Alternatives

Extend- The National Archives website has a primary source lesson, Teaching with Documents, The Zimmerman Telegram.  This includes a fun decoding activity and a document analysis worksheet.  (See link in Websites Used.)

	Interdisciplinary Connections

The Zimmermann telegram provides an opportunity to review geography and practice math skills with your students.  Ask them to locate England, Germany, and Mexico on a world map or globe. Direct students to indicate on the map or globe the territory offered by the Germans to the Mexicans in the telegram. Ask them to calculate how much the territory offered to Mexico would increase the size of that country. What geographical advantages would the Germans gain by Mexican entry into the war?
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American Perspectives, 1914-1917

President Wilson’s newspaper message following the outbreak of World War I in Europe: August 19, 1914

“The United States must be neutral in fact as well as in name during these days that are to try men's souls. We must be impartial in thought as well as in action, must put a curb upon our sentiments as well as upon every transaction that might be construed as a preference of one party to the struggle before another.”


Life Magazine article after the German Invasion of Belgium: September 1914


“ . . . We ought especially to be sorry for the Germans.  As we see them to-day they are a pathetic people.  Germany has set up to be the bully of Europe, and a bully, when one has got over being mad at him, is always pathetic.  Bullies are always stupid . . . They are people who, seeing no chance to get what they want by favour, are constantly tempted to try to get what they want by force.  That seems to be the case with the Germans . . .”  

New York minister’s sermon following the sinking of the Lusitania: May 1915


“This sinking of the (Lusitania) is not war; it is murder! It is not piracy, for piracy has no Government behind it.  This is organized murder and no language is too strong to call it. . . It is on the level of poison in wells.  I call it murder most foul . . .



So it is getting to be too much to ask America to keep out when Americans are drowned as part of a European war.”


President Wilson’s speech in Philadelphia after the sinking of the Lusitania: May 1915



“The example of America must be a special example.  The example of America must be the example not merely of peace because it will not fight, but peace because peace is the healing and elevating influence of the world and strife is not.  There is such a thing as a nation being so right that it does not need to convince others by force that it is right.”


Popular song,  I Didn’t Raise My Boy to Be a Soldier:  Copyright 1915

“I didn’t raise my boy to be a soldier,


I brought him up to be my pride and joy.


Who dares to place a musket on his shoulder


To shoot some other mother’s darling boy?


Let nations arbitrate their future troubles,


It’s time to put the sword and gun away. 


There’d be no war today, 


If mother’s all would say,


I didn’t raise my boy to be a soldier.”

Woodrow Wilson re-election campaign newspaper ad:  November 1916


“You Are Working – Not Fighting!


Alive and Happy – Not Cannon Fodder!


Wilson and Peace With Honor?

or

Hughes with Roosevelt and War?”

Description by foreign policy advisor Colonel House of Woodrow Wilson’s reaction to German declaration of unrestricted submarine warfare:

“The President was sad and depressed and I did not succeed at any time during the day in lifting him into a better frame of mind.  He was deeply disappointed in the sudden and unwarranted action of the German Government . . . The President said he felt as if the world had suddenly reversed itself; that after going from east to west, it had begun to go from west to east, and that he could not get his balance.”


Wilson’s speech to the Congress:  April 2, 1917


“ . . . It is a fearful thing to lead this great peaceful people into war, into the most terrible and disastrous of all wars, civilization itself seems to be hanging in the balance.  But the right is more precious than peace, and we shall fight for the things which we have always carried nearest out hearts – for democracy, for the right of those who submit to authority to have a voice in their own governments, for the right by such concert of free peoples as shall bring peace and safety to all nations, and make the world itself at last free.  
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		Rating

(circle one)

		Thesis?

		Support?

		Analysis?

		Errors?

		Organization and Writing?



		9


8

		Clear,

well-developed thesis

		Supports thesis with considerable, relevant information

		Effective analysis

		May contain minor errors

		Is well organized and written



		7


6


5




		Partially developed thesis

		Supports thesis with some accurate information

		Some analysis

		May contain errors that do not seriously detract

		Has acceptable organization and writing



		4


3


2




		Confused or unfocused thesis, or simply paraphrases the question

		Provides few relevant facts

		Contains little or no analysis

		May contain major errors

		May be poorly organized and/or written



		1


0

		Lacks a thesis or simply restates the question

		Incompetent or inappropriate response, lists irrelevant facts

		Has little or no understanding of


the question

		Contains substantial factual errors

		Is poorly organized and/or written





Grade conversions, 9=100, 8=95, 7=90, 6=85, 5=80, 4=75, 3=70, 2=65, 1=60, 0=50
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