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	Spring Branch ISD Model Lesson Plan

Darryl White
 The Bill of Rights Today


	Course:  U.S. History
	Unit of Study: The Bill of Rights
	Title of lesson: The Bill of Rights Today

	Grade Level:  8
	
	Time Frame of lesson: two or three, forty-five minute class periods.
1st Class – Classes summarize the Bill of Rights and analyze the Bill of Rights using the Bill of Rights Scenario Cards.
2nd Class – Class will write an essay explaining “why the Bill of Rights are relevant today.” 

	ENDURING UNDERSTANDING(S):  How do the big ideas show up in this content’s curriculum? What do you want students to remember 10 years down the road?

	8C: The Bill of Rights protects the rights and liberties of Americans from the abuses of government.

	CONCEPT STATEMENT(S): The big ideas that spiral through all social studies curriculum.
	ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S): Personalized, open-ended questions which build relevancy to curriculum for students.

Why should the power of the government be limited?

How do the Bill of Rights protect individual liberties and freedoms.

	1. A written constitution sets forth the terms and limits of a government’s power.

2. The structure of a government reflects the basic values of the society.



	

	THREE PART OBJECTIVE: (Content, Cognitive Blooms Level, and Proving Behavior)

	Given their own summaries of the Bill of Rights, the student will be able to explain the relevance of the Bill of Rights today by analyzing some Supreme Court cases and writing an essay.


	LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE(S): (Aligned with ELPS/Choose those appropriate to your students.)

	Learning Strategies
	Use formal/informal English to describe the Bill of Rights.

	Listening
	Describe general meaning, main points and details heard in Bill of Rights discussion and summary cards.

	Speaking
	Share in cooperative groups about the Bill of Rights. Express opinions, ideas and feelings about the Bill of Rights.

	Reading
	Show comprehension of English text about the Bill of Rights.

	Writing
	Write using newly acquired vocabulary about the Bill of Rights.

	TEKS COVERED IN THIS LESSON: Aligned to the 2010 Essential Knowledge and Skills

	8.16C – Identify colonial grievances listed in the Declaration of Independence and explain how those grievances were addressed in the US Constitution and the Bill of Rights
8.19B - summarize rights guaranteed in the Bill of Rights;

	TEACHER TO TEACHER NOTES:

	The Bill of Rights Scenario cards are from the Being an American, 2nd Edition by the Bill of Rights Institute. It is an excellent resource. The cards are short summaries of Supreme Court cases for students to decide if a Bill of Right was violated. The Bill of Rights Lesson where the scenario cards come from begins on page 17 and is Handout B. You will need to copy, cut and possibly laminate if desired beforehand.


	VISUALS, MATERIALS, AND TEXTS:
	RESOURCES & TECHNOLOGY

	1. A copy of the Bill of Rights
Being an American published by The Bill of Rights Institute, 2010.
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	· Students will also need a resource with the Bill of Rights. I have included one in the ancillaries.

· You may want students to type their essay on a computer. 


	PROCEDURES/ACTIVITIES

Remember Horizontal Teaching:

	LESSON COMPONENT
	CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

	SET: Teacher will ask the class: “What rights do you think you have simply by living in the United States?”

	Students should respond to the question. Teacher will facilitate discussion.

	INPUT: 
1. Teacher will have class complete the Bill of Rights Summary Page to summarize the amendments in the Bill of Rights using the Bill of Rights ancillary provided or a textbook.
2. Divide the class into four to six groups. Explain that they will read some scenarios and determine which amendment in the Bill of Rights is relevant.
3. Have students number a sheet of paper 1-12. Have them skip lines in between.

4. Pass around the cutout cards from Handout B of Lesson 3 of Being an American. 
5. Give groups a few of the cards (depending on the number of groups you have). Give them three to five minutes with each set of cards to determine which amendment is relevant and why.


	Monitor student’s progress throughout the activities.

	MODEL:  

6. When all students have seen all the cards, discuss the answers with the class.


	Students should participate in the discussion about each of the cases.

	GUIDED PRACTICE: 
7. Have students write an essay explaining why the Bill of Rights is relevant today. Have them cite specific cases discussed in the above card activity.
	Teacher should assist students as needed with the essay.

	CLOSURE: Ask the class, “why do we need the Bill of Rights to limit the power of government.”

	Students should participate in the discussion.

	ASSESSMENT(S)

	Use the essay as an assessment of student comprehension.


	ACCOMMODATIONS/ENRICHMENTS

	Accommodations: If necessary, teacher may have students work in pairs or small groups to write the essay.
Enrichment: You can have students do further research on the Supreme Court cases discussed on the summary cards using the Internet.


	SILENT/SUSTAINED READING RESOURCES

	The Bill of Rights in Translation: What It Really Means by Amie J. Leavitt


	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS

Elementary Only

	N/A
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Essay Topic: Why is the Bill of Rights relevant today?

Directions: Write a four paragraph essay explaining why the Bill of Rights is relevant today. Cite at least three cases discussed in the earlier activity.

Introduction – 15 points

Introduce your essay by explaining what the Bill of Rights are (5 points), some of the freedoms they protect (5 points) and explaining what this essay will be about (5 points).

Citation Paragraph – 30 points

 Explain three of the Supreme Court cases (10 Points each) discussed earlier and how they are relate to the Bill of Rights. 

Evaluation Paragraph – 30 points

How do you feel about the Bill of Rights? (15 points) Why are the Bill of Rights important today? (15 points)

Conclusion – 15 points

Conclude your essay by summarizing your overall thoughts and feelings about the Bill of Rights.

Mechanics – 10 points

Spelling, Grammar, Complete sentences.







 (
Comments: _______________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
)Rubric

Name ________________________

_____ Introduction – 15 points

_____ Citation Paragraph – 30 points

_____ Evaluation Paragraph – 30 points

_____ Conclusion – 15 points

_____ Mechanics – 10 points


The Bill of Rights

Directions: Number a sheet of paper 1-10. Summarize the meaning of each of the amendments in the Bill of Rights.

First Amendment 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Second Amendment

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. [5]

Third Amendment 

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

Fourth Amendment 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

Fifth Amendment 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.





Sixth Amendment 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defense.

Seventh Amendment 

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.

Eighth Amendment 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

Ninth Amendment 

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.

Tenth Amendment – Powers of States and people.

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.
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Overview


�e Constitution, with a system of 
separated powers, checks and balances, 
and an extended republic, was 
intended to better secure individual 
rights. Additional limitations on 
government were set forth in the �rst 
ten amendments to the Constitution, 
known as the Bill of Rights. Students will 
analyze scenarios for possible violations 
of those rights, and evaluate Supreme 
Court rulings in similar situations. 


A free people [claim] their rights as 


derived from the laws of nature, and not 


as the gi� of their chief magistrate.


–�omas Je�erson, 1774


�e Framers of the Bill of Rights did not 


purport to “create” rights. Rather, they 


designed the Bill of Rights to prohibit 


our Government from infringing rights 


and liberties presumed to be preexisting.


–William J. Brennan, 1989


Objectives


Students will: 


Identify fundamental liberties 
protected by the Bill of Rights.


Analyze the connections 
and interdependence among 
the protections in the Bill of 
Rights.


Evaluate situations in which 
rights may be violated.


Appreciate the Bill of Rights 
and its protection of liberty.


Standards


CCE (5-8): IIA1, IVB1, VB1-2
CCE (9-12): IIA1, IIC1, IVC1, VB1-2 
NCHS (5-12): Era 3: 3B; Era 10: 2E
NCSS: Strands 2, 5, 6, and 10


Critical Engagement 
Question


How does the Bill of Rights 
protect freedom?


LESSON THREE


THE BILL OF RIGHTS
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Background/Homework 10 minutes the day before


Distribute the Bill of Rights (Appendix C). Ask students to translate the A.
key protections of each amendment into simple, modern phrasing. Use 
the board or overhead and have students take notes as you discuss each 
protection. See the Answer Key for suggestions. 


Have students use their annotated copies of the Bill of Rights to complete B.
Handout A: �e Value of Rights individually. 


Warm-Up 10 minutes


Ask students to share and explain some of their responses to A. Handout 


A. �en engage the class in a large group discussion to answer the 
questions: 


What similarities do you �nd among the rights people 
generally ranked as most important? 


Do you think responses might change based on the 
following factors: Age—would the rights have a 
similar ranking if the students were adults? Place in 


history—would the rights have a similar ranking if the 
students lived during the Founding era? �e Civil War? 
�e Progressive Era? Family—would the rights have a 
similar ranking if the students’ parents were lawyers? 
Ministers? Convicted felons? Members of the military? 


Why is it wrong for governments to infringe on these 
individual rights?


Conclude the discussion by reminding students that many of the rights in B.
the Bill of Rights are natural human rights all people are born with, and 
that nobody should have to live without. �e Bill of Rights was written 
to protect individuals from government infringing on those rights. 


Activity 30 minutes


Divide the class into twelve groups. Give each group one Card from A.
Handout B: Bill of Rights Scenario Cards. Referencing their copies 
of the Bill of Rights, groups should write their answers to the following 
questions: 1) Which right (if any) is being violated? and 2) Which 
amendment (if any) o�ers protection against such a violation?


A�er two or three minutes, have groups pass their Scenario Card B.
another group. Continue until each group has responded to every 
Scenario Card. 


Ask one member of each group to line up in the front of the room C.
in order of amendments to create a “living Bill of Rights.” (Some 
amendments will have more than one representative in line.) 


Materials


�e Bill of Rights 
[Appendix C]


Handout A: �e 
Value of Rights


Handout B: Bill of 
Rights Scenario Cards


Handout C: �e 
Bill of Rights Today 
[optional]


Handout D: Life 
Without Rights for the 
Accused [optional]


Time


One ��y-minute class 
period
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Have each representative read their group’s Scenario Card and share D.
their group’s response. See the Answer Key for correct answers. 


When going over Scenario Cards which focus on Supreme Court cases, E.
ask students to evaluate the Court’s ruling. Did the Court decide the 
constitutional question correctly? 


Wrap-up 10 minutes


Ask students if the protections for individual rights that were added to the 
Constitution in 1791 are out of date, or if they are still important today. What 
current issues highlight the importance of Bill of Rights protections? 


Homework


Distribute A. Handout C: �e Bill of Rights Today. Have students research 
current events that illustrate the rights and protections guaranteed in 
the Bill of Rights. Students can begin their research by reading “Bill of 
Rights in the News” stories updated daily at: www.BillofRightsInstitute.
org/headlines.


Have students read the narrative on B. Handout D: “Life Without Rights 


for the Accused,” which tells a �ctional story of an accused person living 
in a society where government does not honor the criminal procedure 
protections in the Bill of Rights. Have them identify the violations 
of rights. �en ask them to write their own “Life Without…” story. 
For example: “Life Without Freedom of Expression,” (which would 
include speech, press, assembly and petition); “Life Without Freedom 
of Religion,” or “Life Without Protection for Private Property.” Student 
may then:


Trade papers and challenge a friend to �nd the violations 
in their story


Give the class buzzers or �ags; have one student read his 
or her story aloud while the rest of the class buzzes or 
raises a �ag when a violation has occurred.


Combine stories into one long series of narratives which 
they can share with other classes. 


Extensions


Assign students to work 
in pairs to research one of 
the topics (e.g. criminal 
procedure, religion, 
expression, etc.) from 
the Bill of Rights in the 
News Activities section 
of the Bill of Rights 
Institute Web site. Have 
them present a �ve-
minute summary of major 
positions on the issue, 
and conclude with their 
opinions. Activities can 
be found at: http://www.
billofrightsinstitute.org/
Teach/FreeResources/
Lessons/
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Why did you select these rights?1.


How would life change without the other rights?2.


Why is it important that we have all of these rights? 3.


Directions: Read over the Bill of Rights and the rights protected in each amendment. �en think 
about which rights are most important to you. Choose �ve that you believe are the most important, 
and list them in the chart below. �en answer the questions below.


HANDOUT A


THE VALUE OF RIGHTS


Right Amendment


1


2


3


4


5
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S C E N A R I O  1 S C E N A R I O  2


Gennie, an eighteen year old college 
student, is arrested for stealing a 
classmate’s designer sweater and 
selling it on eBay. When Gennie 


appears before the judge, she asks 
for a lawyer to help defend her. �e 


judge tells Gennie that if she is smart 
enough to be in college, she knows 


enough to defend herself. Besides, she 
is not charged with a felony, so the 


stakes are not very high.


Susette bought a house and spent 
years restoring it. She loves her home. 


One day, she gets a notice that the 
local government is going to take her 


property in order to turn her land 
over to a private company. �e local 
government says it can take Susette’s 
home because the new jobs and tax 


revenue created by the company will 
bene�t the public. 


S C E N A R I O  3 S C E N A R I O  4


Carolyn is arrested for shopli�ing a 
candy bar from a grocery store. At 
trial, she is found guilty. �e judge 


decides that the right punishment is 
to cut o� Carolyn’s hands so she will 


not be able to shopli� again. 


Congress wants to �nd ways to cut 
costs because of the soaring budget 


de�cit. Congress passes a law to 
require American citizens to house 
US soldiers in their homes during 


peacetime. 


S C E N A R I O  5 S C E N A R I O  6


Brett’s science teacher asks the class to 
exchange papers to correct last night’s 
homework. Brett refuses to let anyone 
except the teacher see his homework 


paper, and is sent to the principal. 


Concerned about rising crime, 
lawmakers for the District of 


Columbia ban all handguns in the 
city, and require that shot-guns be 


kept unloaded and/or disassembled. 


Note: Print the Scenario Cards on colored paper and distribute one card to each group.


HANDOUT B


BILL OF RIGHTS SCENARIO CARDS
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S C E N A R I O  7 S C E N A R I O  8


John, a fourteen year old public 
school student, wears a shirt to school 


that says “Be happy, not gay” to 
express his belief that homosexuality 
is wrong. His dean tells him he must 


change his shirt or be suspended 
from school.  John refuses, and is 


suspended for a week.


�irteen year old Marianne is a 
freshman in high school. She is an 
honor student and wants to sing in 
the choir. When she arrives at choir 


practice, the teacher tells her she 
must take a drug test if she wants to 
participate in any extra-curricular 
activities. Marianne refuses and is 


kicked out of choir. 


S C E N A R I O  9 S C E N A R I O  1 0


A man suspected of a violent crime 
is brought in to the police station. 


�e alleged victim picks him out of a 
lineup as the man who attacked her. 


Police inform him that he has the 
right to refuse to answer questions, 


but they do not o�er to let him speak 
to a lawyer. A�er being questioned 
for two hours, the man admits the 


crime.


Elizabeth is twelve years old. Her 
parents are very religious, but she 


is not. Once a week, Elizabeth’s 
parents make her come with them 
to their place of worship. Elizabeth 
always says she does not want to go, 
but her parents make her come with 


them anyway. 


S C E N A R I O  1 1 S C E N A R I O  1 2


Members of Congress are unhappy 
with students’ standardized test 


scores. �ey pass a federal law that 
abolishes local school boards and 
requires a national, standardized 


curriculum.


A public school principal smells smoke 
in the hallway, and believes it is coming 


from the girls’ bathroom. She walks 
into the bathroom and �nds Susan 
standing by the sink. She suspects 


Susan has been smoking, and demands 
to search her purse for cigarettes or 


other evidence of smoking. 


HANDOUT B


BILL OF RIGHTS SCENARIO CARDS (CONT.)
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Summary of Article
Related 


Amendment
Your Response to This 


Issue/Event


Directions: Complete the chart below by �nding examples of news stories about issues related to the 
Bill of Rights. You can �nd up to date articles organized by topic at www.BillofRightsInstitute.org/
headlines. As you respond to each article, think about ways the issue or event may touch your life. 


HANDOUT C


THE BILL OF RIGHTS TODAY
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Johnny Q. Public dozed off to sleep while 
watching a crime show on TV. Suddenly there 


was a noise on his porch and then, “BAM!” Five 
men in police uniforms stood in his living room 
with guns pointed at him. 


The captain shouted to the other officers, 
“You, go search the basement. You, search the 
garage. You, search the kitchen!” 


“Wh- wh- where’s your search warrant?” 
asked Johnny nervously. 


“We don’t need a warrant!” replied the police 
captain. 


After searching his house, the captain 
announced, “Johnny Q. Public, you are under 
arrest.”


Johnny was booked and led to a prison cell. He 
wondered what he had been arrested for. “Guard, 
why I have been arrested?” Johnny asked each 
day. But the guards said they didn’t know. 


Months went by. Finally Johnny was told that 
if he could post one million dollars bail, he could 
get out of jail until his trial. “I don’t have that 
kind of money. Can I talk to an attorney?” He’d 
beg, but the answer was always, “No.” 


A year passed, and finally Johnny was 
transported from Virginia to Pennsylvania 
for trial. He found out that he was charged 
with shoplifting a t-shirt. As he entered the 
courtroom, he saw an empty jury box. He asked, 
“Where’s my jury?” He was told he couldn’t have 
a jury because judges were better at knowing 
when someone was guilty.


Then the district attorney said, “The 
prosecution calls Johnny Q. Public to the stand.” 
Johnny didn’t want to testify. But he was told he 
would be sent back to jail if he did not. Johnny 
put on the best defense he could. By some 
miracle, he was found not guilty.


A month later, Johnny was arrested again on 
the same charge. He had to prepare for another 
trial. �e prosecution had new evidence this time. 
Johnny wanted to question the prosecution’s 
witnesses, but the judge would not let him. 


When it was time for Johnny to present his 
case, Johnny said, “I’d like to call my neighbor 
to the stand. He knows that I was at home alone 
that night.” But the judge said, “Your neighbor 
didn’t want to get involved, and so he would not 
agree to testify. �ere’s nothing we can do.”


Johnny was found guilty. �e judge asked 
Johnny to stand while he read the sentence: 
“Johnny Q. Public, since this is your �rst o�ense, 
you have been sentenced to five years in a 
maximum security prison.” Johnny felt dizzy 
and sat down. He thought, “I wish there were 
something that could protect me from these 
abuses!”


Directions: Read the story and underline the sections where Johnny’s rights are violated. 


HANDOUT D


LIFE WITHOUT RIGHTS FOR THE ACCUSED






