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	Spring Branch ISD Model Lesson Plan

Darryl White
Events to Revolution Newsmagazine

	Course:  U.S. History
	Unit of Study: The Bill of Rights
	Title of lesson: Events to Revolution Newsmagazine

	Grade Level:  8th
	
	Time Frame of lesson: 180 Minutes


	ENDURING UNDERSTANDING(S):  How do the big ideas show up in this content’s curriculum? What do you want students to remember 10 years down the road?

	· British legislation caused American colonists to revolt against British government. 

· American colonists declared independence from Great Britain because they felt the government was not protecting their best interests.

	CONCEPT STATEMENT(S): The big ideas that spiral through all social studies curriculum.
	

	· Colonial societies often become dissatisfied with their rulers.

· Conflict may arise when a government no longer meets the needs of its people.

· During times of unrest and conflict, leaders emerge.

· Overthrowing a political regime leads to violent conflict.

· Decisions made by leaders impact historical events.



	ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S): Personalized, open-ended questions which build relevancy to curriculum for students.

1. What can you do when you feel your rights are being violated? [EU: A and B]
2. Is it justifiable to rebel against established authority? [EU: B]


	THREE PART OBJECTIVE: (Content, Cognitive Blooms Level, and Proving Behavior)

	Given technology, students will be able to analyze and evaluate the events that led to the American Revolution by creating a newsmagazine.

	LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE(S): (Aligned with ELPS/Choose those appropriate to your students.)

	Learning Strategies
	monitor oral and written language production and employ self-corrective techniques or other resources

	Listening
	N/A

	Speaking
	N/A

	Reading
	use visual and contextual support and support from peers and teachers to read grade​ appropriate content area text, enhance and confirm understanding, and develop vocabulary, grasp of language structures, and background knowledge needed to comprehend increasingly challenging language;

	Writing
	narrate, describe, and explain with increasing specificity and detail to fulfill content area writing needs as more English is acquired

	TEKS COVERED IN THIS LESSON: Aligned to the 2010 Essential Knowledge and Skills

	8.4A -  analyze causes of the American Revolution, including the Proclamation of 1763, the Intolerable Acts, the Stamp Act, mercantilism, lack of representation in Parliament, and British economic policies following the French and Indian War;

	TEACHER TO TEACHER NOTES:

	The extent you want students to research the material on their own is up to you. You may opt to teach each event separately and then have students write stories, or use the project-based-learning model that the lesson provides. Also, a story example and editorial example are provided. The editorial example is about a different topic but the structure is the same as the one that students are asked to write.


	VISUALS, MATERIALS, AND TEXTS:
	RESOURCES & TECHNOLOGY
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	Each student group will need at least one computer. However, this project may be done with textbooks and by hand should you choose.

	PROCEDURES/ACTIVITIES

Remember Horizontal Teaching:

	LESSON COMPONENT
	CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

	SET: Ask students: “For what reasons would a country want to overthrow it’s government and setup a new government?”

	Listen to student responses and facilitate a class discussion.

	INPUT: Explain that through this project, students will learn how the United States went from being a colony of England to its own country.

Divide the class into groups 2-4 students.

Explain that groups will need to research each of the events on the project rubric and write a news story about that event. Explain that a news story includes the who, what, where, when and why of an event. Also, encourage students to use real or even made-up quotes from citizens to enhance their stories.

	

	MODEL:  

Show students the example news story provided.

	You may also want to have a discussion with the students about what constitutes plagiarism and that all stories need to be written in student’s own words.


	GUIDED PRACTICE: 

Students are to research all of the events that lead to the American Revolution and write news stories.
Students will type their news stories.

Students should also use http://bighugelabs.com/magazine.php
To create a magazine cover for their magazine.


	Monitor students as they work on the project. Answer questions as necessary. However, this project is intended to be very student-directed.

	CLOSURE: Ask students to “explain the main causes of the American Revolution.”

	Students should be able to deduce this once the project is finished. I recommend them answering this after the Assessment below.

	ASSESSMENT(S)

	The last part of the project that students should write is the Editorial. The editorial is four paragraphs and answers the question, “Should the colonists declare independence from England?”


	ACCOMMODATIONS/ENRICHMENTS

	Accommodations: You may want to give ELL or low readers simplified texts to use as research.
Enrichment: If a group finishes early, have them add an info-graphic in their magazine highlighting some of the main people involved in the pre-revolution era (George Washington, Samuel Adams, Patrick Henry, Crispus Attucks, John Adams).

	SILENT/SUSTAINED READING RESOURCES

	Forbes, Esther Hoskins. Johnny Tremain. Sandpiper, 2011.
Collier, James Lincoln. My Brother Sam is Dead. Scholastic Paperbacks, 2005.


	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS

Elementary Only

	N/A
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Pre-AP News Story Example

Benjamin Franklin’s Albany Plan Fails (Headline)

Benjamin Franklin’s plan to unite the colonies has failed. The colonies did not want to come together against the French.

“I don’t want to work with those Massachusetts fishermen,” Virginia farmer Joe Smith said. “I have my own problems to worry about.”

Franklin had drawn a popular political cartoon called “Join or Die” asking the colonies to unit. Franklin was disappointed that his plan did not pass.

“I wish the colonies would realize that the only way to win the war against the French, is to fight together,” Franklin said. “The colonies will unite eventually. I guarantee it.
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Editorial Example

Prompt: Should the Sons of Liberty Destroy the British Tea?

The Sons of Liberty should destroy the British Tea. (1st paragraph, identifies point of view. Only needs to be 1-3 sentences).

The Sons of Liberty should destroy the tea because the British are treating us horribly. They are taxing us without representation. That is tyranny! They also are sending all these soldiers to harass us and live in our houses. Forcing us to buy only the British tea is the final straw! (2nd paragraph, gives support for the main idea.)

Loyalists think we should not dump the tea. They are wrong. If we keep letting Great Britain treat us this way, they will do more and more bad things to us. This needs to stop now. The Loyalists have no idea what they are talking about. (3rd paragraph, presents the opposing viewpoint and states why it is wrong).

	Therefore, the Sons of Liberty should destroy all the British tea. Maybe then, Great Britain will get the idea and leave us alone! (4th paragraph, concludes the writing)
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Colonial Magazine Project



Focus: You and your partner will create a newsmagazine with news stories and pictures about the events that occurred in the American colonies from 1754-1775.


I. Magazine Layout –You have some leeway as to how you layout your magazine. Below is a suggestion and shows what must be included in your magazine.

		Page #

		Page Contents

		Points



		Cover

		Title of Magazine, Attractive Picture, Teasers to stories inside

		5



		1

		Table of Contents for Magazine; Names

		5



		2

		Proclamation of 1763

		10



		3

		Sugar Act,  Stamp Act, Quartering Act & Townshend Acts

		10



		4

		Boston Massacre

		10



		5

		Boston Tea Party

		10



		6

		Intolerable Acts

		10



		7

		First Continental Congress

		10



		8

		Lexington & Concord

		10



		9

		Editorial: Should the colonists have declared independence?

		20



		

		

		





** You can receive extra credit for having relevant advertisements throughout your magazine.

II. News Stories (6 points each); All except the Editorial

Each of the events above will need a news story. Each news story should include the following:


· Headline (Your headline should NOT be the title of the event) 

· The Who, What, When, Where, Why of the event (preferably in the first paragraph of the news story) 

· Relevant additional information. 

III. Pictures (4 points each)

· Each news story should have a relevant, colored, picture. 

· The Editorial should have a relevant, black & white political cartoon that supports the Editorial.

IV. Editorial (20 points)

· Once all events have been completed, you will write the Editorial on “should the colonists have declared independence?”

· Headline (should be able to identify point of view) (4 points)

· First paragraph (state point of view) (4 points)

· Second paragraph (explain why you feel the way you do. Cite specific evidence) (4 points)

· Third paragraph (Explain the other side and why it is wrong) (4 points)

· Fourth paragraph (re-state thesis and conclude) (4 points)

*A paragraph can be any number of sentences as long as it sufficiently says what it needs to say.


V. Rough Drafts

· Your rough drafts to your news stories and pictures will need to be worked on in class on the specified pages in your notebook (just like we always do). After we have covered all events, you and your partner will work on final drafts and “put it all together.” You will receive daily grades for the work in your notebook.

VI. Final Projects


· When all topics have been covered in class, you will work on your final drafts. Preferably, your news stories and editorial will be typed. I will attempt to provide computer lab time. But if not, neatly handwritten stories will be sufficient.



