








	Spring Branch ISD Model Lesson Plan
Jacqueline Scharer
Teacher

	[bookmark: Text2]Course: U.S. History  
	Unit of Study: 
Historical Writing
	Title of lesson: 
I Am An Historian

	[bookmark: Text3]Grade Level: 8th Grade

	
	Time Frame of lesson:  2 class periods 

	ENDURING UNDERSTANDING(S):  How do the big ideas show up in this content’s curriculum? What do you want students to remember 10 years down the road?

	Social scientists find the connections between events of the past and the present to help understand our world. 

	CONCEPT STATEMENT(S): The big ideas that spiral through all social studies curriculum.
	ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S): Personalized, open-ended questions, which build relevancy to curriculum for students.

	Historians have a set of tools used to help interpret the world around them.
	How can past events shape present and future events?

	THREE PART OBJECTIVE: (Content, Cognitive Blooms Level, and Proving Behavior)

	
Students will compose a three-paragraph personal reflection essay discussing their role as an historian. 

	LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE(S): (Aligned with ELPS/Choose those appropriate to your students.)

	Learning Strategies
	

	Listening
	

	Speaking
	

	Reading
	

	Writing
	The student will employ increasingly complex grammatical structures in content area writing commensurate with grade-level expectations, such as using correct verbs, tenses, and pronouns / antecedents. 

	TEKS COVERED IN THIS LESSON: Aligned to the 2010 Essential Knowledge and Skills

	(8.30) The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. 
          B. Use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, punctuation, and proper citation of sources;
          D. Create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies information. 
(ELA 8.13) Students use elements of the writing process (planning, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing) to compose text. Students are expected to structure ideas in a sustained persuasive way (e.g., using outlines, note taking, graphic organizers, lists) and develop draft time and open-ended situations that include transitions and the rhetorical devices used to convey meaning. 

	TEACHER TO TEACHER NOTES:

	
The purpose of this lesson is to help the student understand that we are all historians. With the completion of this basic writing lesson, students should be able to think of themselves as historians in their every day life, in the experiences at school, and in the memories of their families. There are notes included for each step, but ultimately it will be the teacher’s writing and thinking aloud that will help the student give form and direction to their thinking and writing. 
I did not include a grading rubric because the students will write more freely and intimately if there is a basic understanding that the purpose of this lesson is for students to recognize their role as historians. If the student population is ESL, it is recommended that the teacher include a list on the board of basic sight words or descriptive words that the teacher wants their students to practice.  While the “I Am An Historian” is an essay, the student should be encouraged to be introspective and creative since this essay is personal reflection. 

	VISUALS, MATERIALS, AND TEXTS:
	RESOURCES & TECHNOLOGY

	


[bookmark: _MON_1411376638][bookmark: _MON_1411372866]


[bookmark: _MON_1411376779]

	“Historical Thinking and Other Unnatural Acts: Charting the Future of Teaching the Past”, Sam Wineburg, Temple University Press, Phildelphia 2001.
“Reviving the Essay; How to Teach Structure Without Formula”. Gretchen Bernabei, Discover Writing Press, 2005. 
“The Write Stuff: Strategies for Teaching Writing in a Social Studies Classroom”. James L Smith, Suncrest Publications, 1999.

	PROCEDURES/ACTIVITIES
Remember Horizontal Teaching:

	LESSON COMPONENT
	CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

	SET:
Ask students “What is History?” or “Who is an historian?”

	Student responses will vary. Some of the comments may be… some one who studies the past, or someone who studies ‘old things’.  

	INPUT: Say: “If an historian studies things from the past, is it possible that we could be historians?” 
Say: “Can you define ‘the past’?” or “Is history only found in History textbooks?”
(see Check for Understanding)
Ask students to look at their ideas listed under “Most Interesting From History” and turn to their elbow partner and share their ideas.  
Ask students to look at their ideas listed under “Most Interesting Topics From My Past” and circle two or three of the ideas that the MOST interesting. 

	 The goal here is to encourage or guide students to realize that (1) yes, we do study significant events, people, places from the past, but (2) every individual has a unique past that is their personal history.  
Using Attachment A titled ”My Historical Thinking”, ask students to jot down their thoughts in the columns. Giving the students about 3 or 4 minutes for each section, ask the students to write first in the section entitled “Most Interesting Topics From the Past”. (If the students are not clear on their thinking, remind them to watch you as you model your thinking.) Then in the section entitled “Most Interesting Topics From My Past”, the teacher should write their ideas on chart paper in the front of the students. (It is most important that the teacher is modeling their own thinking here again, injecting ‘think out louds” while writing at the front of the room.) See Attachment B for an example of the teacher’s ideas. The teacher should be thinking out loud as they write down their ideas.  


	MODEL:
Say: “We will write the first paragraph together. This is our introductory paragraph where we will introduce ourselves to our reading audience.”
On the board write: “I am an historian” and remind students that they will begin each paragraph with that phrase. 

	Refer to Attachment C that is a teacher-writing example to model for the first paragraph. Give each student a copy of Attachment E, “I Am An Historian: DRAFT.” Remind students that there is a format to this essay and that they will write with the teacher. This is a timed writing; each section allows for 3 minutes. It is important for the student to write in a free style format; they will have time later to edit for spelling, usage and voice. This is a rough draft and time will be given for editing and rewriting later. 

	GUIDED PRACTICE:
SAY: “Now we will compose our next paragraph. Turn to page 2 on your DRAFT handout. In this paragraph we will discuss something we do with our families and/or friends that will become memories as we get older. Look at your “Most Interesting Topics From My Past” list and choose a current or recent idea or memory from your ideas. Remember, each paragraph begins with “I am an historian. You will have 3 minutes to free write this portion of your essay. Do not worry about your spelling or grammar at this stage; you will have time to edit later.” 

SAY: “Now we will write our third and final paragraph. In this paragraph, you will write about a time you remember from your past that was special to you or a time you participated in a family tradition with someone who either does not live near you and your rarely see them. You will begin and end this paragraph with “I am an historian.”
	From their list on Attachment A students should identify something they do now with family members. This could be something the family does together (like going to a football game), or something they do with one parent or the other like dancing or reading together. Explain that this will be an activity or action that is memorable. 
The teacher will model writing their 2nd paragraph at this time. Total writing time should be no more than 3 minutes. 


From the two or three ideas chosen by the student, ask the student to choose one about someone who is or was significant in their life (typically the student will want to write about a grandparent, parent, aunt or uncle or someone close to their family who has passed on or has move far away and is difficult to visit.) This will be for the third paragraph.


	CLOSURE:
SAY: “You have just completed a rough draft of your essay in as a timed practice write. Now you will re-read your rough draft and edit for spelling/grammar. This is also a good time to refine your writing and look for clarification in your ideas. Remember, you must keep the “I Am An Historian” format to three paragraphs using the title phrase at the beginning of each paragraph.”

	Students should have access to dictionaries to check their spelling. The teacher may want to have a list of sight words or transition words written on large Post-it tablet paper. It is very helpful for ESL students to have a word list or starter phrases on the board. 

	ASSESSMENT(S)

	

	Reporting Category
	Stimuli (if applicable) 








 (
Your observations are to be taken with great pains & accuracy, to be entered distinctly & intelligibly for others as well as yourself, to comprehend all the elements necessary, with the aid of the usual tables, to fix the latitude and longitude of the places at which they were taken, and are to be rendered to the war-office, for the purpose of having the calculations made concurrently by proper persons within the U.S. Several copies of these as well as of your other notes should be made at leisure times, & put into the care of the most trustworthy of your attendants, to guard, by multiplying them, against the accidental losses to which they will be exposed.
)




















	1
	

	TEKS Alignment
(remember if it uses a Social Studies Skill it needs dual coding)
	Question Stem
The above except, taken from a letter written by President Thomas Jefferson on June 20, 1803 to Captain Meriwether Lewis, is an example of --- 

	8.1B
8.29A


	

	Answer
	Distracters

a) a secondary source document.
b) a personal essay. 
c) a primary source document. 
d) yellow journalism. 


	C
	

	Source of Question
	Teacher Made

	



	ACCOMMODATIONS/ENRICHMENTS

	Accommodations: Student dictionaries, thesauri, English/Foreign Language Dictionary, Sight-word list

Enrichment:
Time For Kids; http://www.timeforkids.com/homework-helper/a-plus-papers/personal-narrative
Tips for Writing a Personal Narrative; http://teachers.sduhsd.k12.ca.us/kburke/tips_for_writing_a_personal_narr.htm
Write Source; http://www.thewritesource.com/studentmodels/
Then Again; http://www.thenagain.info/Classes/Basics/HistWriting.html


	SILENT/SUSTAINED READING RESOURCES

	


	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS
Elementary Only

	




image3.emf
Teacher Writing  Sample


Teacher Writing Sample
Attachment C

Teacher Sample – Writing 

First Paragraph:


I am an historian. I am the third child of Scotch-Irish parents. I am one of seven children; we are four girls and three boys. I am the second girl in the family; one of the un-noticed children. I have my mother’s hair and my father’s height. I am the unremarkable one. 


(Note to teacher: The purpose of this paragraph is to serve as an introduction for the student. It is the beginning of the student’s ‘history’; a vehicle to describe their ethnicity, their place in the family and something  of their personality. Encourage the students to reveal without pointedly stating a list of facts. This is the tone they should use throughout their essay.)

Second Paragraph:


I am an historian. My favorite time of year is Christmas. When I was  younger, every year we un-packed all of the Christmas ornaments and nutcrackers and lights and talked about all of our memories with each decoration.  I remembered where each ornament came from …


a gift from my best friend, a sparkly bulb made in girl scouts, a cotton-ball angel from Sunday school.  I want to save all of these old ornaments to one day show my children and tell them the stories. 


(Note to teacher: The purpose of this paragraph is to talk about things you do now that will become the family stories of the future. For instance, the student may talk about the family sharing a love of soccer or football, whether they go to games together or play together at the local part.) 

Third Paragraph: 


I am an historian. I am the keeper of my mom’s recipes. I stood in the kitchen with my mom and helped her make buttered mashed potatoes and Christmas sugar cookies. When I am in the kitchen now, I make some of those same dishes. I will tell my children stories about the grandmother they never had a chance to meet.  As the wonderful aroma of homemade cookies spreads through my house, I think of my mother’s stories and I know that I am an historian, … an historian for my family.  

(Note to teacher: The purpose of this paragraph is to reflect upon someone you have lost. This person has given the writer a bit of their history through the story of their family.) 
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Teacher Chart  -Blank Copy


Teacher Chart -Blank Copy
 (
Suggestions:
 The large ‘Post-it” tablets work great for these lists. You can also draw the list boxes freehand on a white board or chalkboard. Another idea would be to use butcher paper. Students may want to share their lists with another student using the large paper to make a composite lists.  ** It is important
 that you include on your lists
 
a 
memory or reference to 
an activity
 you d
o now with a friend or relative. You also need to include a note about someone whom you have a memory you share with someone you have lost or they passed away. 
 
)Attachment B



Teacher Sample List





 (
Most Interesting Topics from My Past:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
) (
Most Interesting Topics From the Past:
1.
2. 
3. 
4.
5.
6.
)



Attachment B


 


 


Teacher 


Sample List
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Most Interesting Topics from My Past:


 


 


1.


 


 


 


 


2.


 


 


 


 


 


3.
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Suggestions:


 


The large ‘Post


-
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also draw the list boxes freehand on a white board or chalkboard. Another 
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My Historical  Thinking


My Historical Thinking
Name: _________________________________ Period :_____ Date: _______________

My Historical Thinking


Directions:  Read the title shown in each box. Remember, the past can be the ‘recent’ past; not necessarily 50, 100 or even 1000 years ago. Then, just write down your ideas in the appropriate boxes. 

Most Interesting Topics from My Past:







1.















2.



















3.



















4.



















5.



















6.







Most Interesting Topics From the Past:
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Attachment A
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I Am An Historian  Student Draft 


I Am An Historian Student Draft 
Name:  _____________________________ Period: _____ Date: ____________

“I Am An Historian”


DRAFT


Directions:  You will be composing a draft version of your essay “I Am Historian.”


Your teacher will be composing a draft along you as with we work together to create an essay. There are three parts to this essay (3 paragraphs). Each has a specific beginning and each paragraph serves a specific purpose in tying your essay together.  This is a timed writing assignment, so at your teachers prompt, you will have 3 minutes to write in each section. Although this essay follows a particular design, there is plenty of room for your ideas and for your voice.


Part 1: This paragraph begins with the statement: I am an historian.

Then you will need to introduce yourself and talk a little about yourself. 


I am an historian.__________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Part 2: Begin this paragraph with the statement: I am an historian.  In this paragraph you will talk about activities you do with your family or family members with whom you are very close. This is about the things you do now that are creating memories for later. At your teacher’s prompt, you will have 3 minutes. 

I am an historian.__________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Part 3. Begin this paragraph with the statement: I am an historian.  In this section of the essay you will be talking about someone from your past with whom you shared activities or traditions. This portion of your essay is for you to remember someone who may have moved far away or they may have passed away. Your final statement should be a tribute or final memory you are sharing as an historian. At your teacher’s prompt, you will have 3 minutes to write. 

I am an historian.__________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Attachment  E
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Teacher Chart with Examples
 (
Suggestions:
 The large ‘Post-it” tablets work great for these lists. You can also draw the list boxes freehand on a white board or chalkboard. Another idea would be to use butcher paper. Students may want to share their lists with another student using the large paper to make a composite lists.  ** It is important
 that you include on your lists
 
a 
memory or reference to 
an activity
 you d
o now with a friend or relative. You also need to include a note about someone whom you have a memory you share with someone you have lost or they passed away. 
 
)Attachment B

[bookmark: _GoBack]

Teacher Sample List



 (
Most Interesting Topics From the Past:
1. I wonder what happened on the Titanic.
2.  Who were the Egyptians and did they build the pyramids?
3.  Abraham Lincoln is one of my heroes. He was a great leader… how did he learn how to be such a leader?
4.  I love baseball…
5.  
6.
) (
Most Interesting Topics from My Past:
1. 
I moved a lot when I was younger from big cities to small towns to the country.
2.
 My grandmother taught me how to crochet, so I like to make blankets for the winter.
3.
 Christmas is my favorite time of year and I remember all of them!
4.
 I learned how to cook and bake with my mother. Nothing smells better than something baking in the oven! 
5.
 My parents died when I was younger.
 
My dad died when I was 10 and then my mom died 10 years later. 
6.
)





Attachment B
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2.  Who were the Egyptians and did 


they build the pyramids?
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younger.
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10 and then my mom died 10 years 


later. 
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The large ‘Post


-


it” tablets work great for these lists. You can 


also draw the list boxes freehand on a white board or chalkboard. 


Another idea would be to use butcher paper. Students may want to share 


their lists with another student using the large paper


 


to make a 


composite lists.  ** It is important


 


that you include on your lists


 


a 


memory or reference to 


an activity


 


you d


o now with a friend or relative. 


You also need to include a note about someone whom you have a 


memory you share with someone you have l


ost or they passed away. 


 


 




