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Model Lesson Plan
Kelley Falleroni
Walker Station 
	Course:
United States History
	Title of Unit:

[bookmark: _GoBack]History Walk of the Great Depression and Dust Bowl
	Title of Lesson:
The Dust Bowl

	Grade Level:
5th
	
	Time Frame:
1/45 minutes sessions



	Description - The class will begin to understand the hardships of the Great Depression in relationship to the Dust Bowl. The history’s vital theme is beliefs and political ideas.  The students will explore the effects of The Great Depression by doing a scavenger hunt.  They will search images and document that are posted around the classrooms for the answers to a list of questions that will be at each of the stations.

	TEKS
TEKS Objectives History.
 TEKS 5.5A:  The student is expected to analyze various issues and events of the 20th century such as industrialization, urbanization, increased use of oil and gas, the Great Depression, the world wars, the civil rights movement, and military actions.
16.5.12 - The student understands the impact of supply and demand on consumers and producers in a free enterprise system.
16.6.12 A - Explain how supply and demand affects consumers in the United States.
16.5.13 B Identify and explain how geographic factors have influenced the location of economic activities in the United States.
16.5.13 C – Analyze the effects of immigration, migration and the limited resources on the economic development and growth of the United States.

	Teacher to Teacher Notes - It is necessary that the teacher prints out pictures and prepares stations the day before.   Divide the class into three groups.  Here is a brief history of The Great Depression.   This was a period in history of hard times.  It was in the years between 1929 and 1941.  Many people were out of work.  This was the longest period of time where there was high unemployment in the United States.  World War I overlaps the Great Depression so it is included in the teacher notes.
	Event
	Date
	Change
	Effect
	President

	World War I
	1914–1918
	Seen as “war to end all wars”
U.S. tried to stay out of fighting but provided supplies
• Isolationism
	• Moved the U.S. into a position of a world leader
• Returning soldiers spent money; economic boom
	Woodrow Wilson

	Great Depression
	1930s
	Worldwide depression
• Money borrowed and lost in stock market
• Impacted the U.S. starting in 1929
• People lost everything with no means of support
	Federal government created programs to assist people:
• Public work programs
• Social Security
	Herbert Hoover
Franklin Roosevelt







	Materials needed:   Pictures, quotes, and comic or background information for each station in the history walk.   In each station, there will be a list of specific materials needed.  There will also be either a website or books listed for the groups who finish early.

Station A: Material needed:  Study photo page for each student, Station A information sheet and journal to respond to questions on information sheet.
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Station B: Materials needed:  Study photo page for each student, Station B information sheet and journal to respond to questions on information sheet.












Station C:  Materials needed: Vaseline, laminated map of the United States, play dough and a dish towel with slits big enough to put your hand through and a small tub or bowl.



 






	Websites used:

Station A Extra information
http://www.kidskonnect.com/subjectindex/16-educational/history/267-great-depression.html

Station B Extra information
http://facts.randomhistory.com/2009/04/12_great-depression.html


Station C Extra information
http://www.livinghistoryfarm.org/farminginthe30s/water_02.html





	Procedures/Activities - Engage the students by wearing an inspector Gadget costume.  You could wear a trench coat, inspector’s hat (found at party city) and a magnifying glass.  This will intrigue your students as they come in.  Set up your class into three different stations.  Explain to the class that they will be going on a Great Depression scavenger hunt.  The student will have two sheets of notebook paper, a white board and a pencil or a journal to record information.  As they go to each station they will explore the documents and images and make predictions and then answer the questions at each station.  At the end of the time period each group will share their answers to determine the winning group.  They may also get bonus points if they discover information from other sources and record this information on their paper.

	Assessment(s)
The student will be writing a letter to a friend or a loved one as if they were traveling through time during The Great Depression. The student needs to include sights that they have seen as well as people they have met.  They are allowed to focus on one of the stations or do a combination of all of them.

	Instructional Alternatives
Extend -To challenge students: The student could create a classroom museum.  It could include inventions created during the 1920’s -1930’s, famous people, or a particular situation such as the dust bowl, or the Stock Market Crash.  The student or groups of students could construct models, posters, or a mural.  Each student would create a plaque of information so that others will understand background knowledge of their museum project.

For ELL learners:  the teacher could play bingo with the students using vocabulary words and then do an informal reenactment. Use these vocabulary words:  depression, despair, stock, economy, Hoovervilles, drought, dust bowl, migrant, reforms, New Deal

	Interdisciplinary Connections
Students can work together in small groups to create a multimedia presentation about one of the key figures involved in The Great Depression and present them to the class.
TEKS Skills Objectives (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html#113.32)
5.25 C Explain the effect of a historical event or movement on the theme of a work of literature.

5.24 B Student is expected to:  follow the research plan to collect data from a range of print and electronic resources (e.g., reference text, periodicals, web pages, online sources) and data from experts.

5.25B Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Theme and Genre. Students analyze, make inferences 
                        and draw conclusions about theme and genre in different cultural, historical, and contemporary contexts
                        and provide evidence from the text to support
             5.25C Explain the effect of a historical event or movement on the theme of a work of literature.
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Station A

Background information:  Herbert Hoover was elected president in 1928.  He would tell America that “Prosperity is just around the corner”.  But it was not.  One in four Americans were without a job.  Hungry people stood in line for bread or free meals.  This was a common scene.   Many people blamed President Hoover for all of the problems.  They called old shanty towns Hoovervilles.  People lived in old crates and large tin can.  Old newspapers were used as blankets and called Hoover blankets.  Many people were forced to live on the streets and the chance of finding a job was slim to none.  Use the photo analysis sheet and take a closer look at one of the pictures of your choosing.  After looking at the photos, answer the following questions in your journal.

1.  How did The Great Depression affect both the manufacturers and the workers?

2. What does “Prosperity is just around the corner” mean?

3. What does slim to none mean?

4. How did they feel about President Hoover and what can people do if they believe that the president is not doing a good job in office?

5. When you are finished answering the questions, please complete the photo analysis sheet with one of the pictures.
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Name                    
 
 


Studying Photographs 
 


Directions:  Study the photograph for two minutes and then respond to the following prompts. 
 


1. Describe in detail your overall impression of the photograph. 


 
 


 
2. Divide the photograph into quadrants and study each quadrant in depth.  In what ways do new 


details become visible? 


 
 
 


3. Generate a list of all the people, objects, and activities that you see in the photograph. 
 


People  Objects  Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


   


 
4. Based on your observations, describe in detail what you can learn from the photograph. 


 
 


 
5. Generate a list of questions that are raised in your mind relative to the photograph. 


 
 


 
6. Make a list of possible places where you might find answers to these questions. 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Station B

Please observe the pictures and choose “Every child deserves a good lunch” photo.  Complete the studying photograph paper with this picture.

 FDR had a saying that “try something, if it doesn’t work try something else.”

1.  Record in your journal what you think that means.



This gave American people hope that something was being done.  Roosevelt knew that he needed to provide relief for Americans so his is famous for the NEW DEAL.  This is where he started many new programs in his first 100 days in office.  Here is a list of a few of the programs that he started and a brief description of what they do.  
The New Deal

AAA – Agricultural Adjustment Act this is where they taxed food processors and gave the money directly to farmers as a payment for not growing food. This decreased supply so price would go up.  At first farmers did not understand this process, but later came to appreciate it.

 Social Security Administration – This is where an agency was set up so that the older people in our society would always have enough money to survive.  This was done so that elderly people would always be able to spend throughout their lives.



Civil Works Administration (CWA) – This group provided temporary jobs to repair roads and bridges.



Soil Conservation Act – This group would require that proper soil maintenance to make sure that another dust bowl was avoided. They would rotate the land that was being farmed as well as rotate crops.





Please record answers to the following questions:

2.  Why did FDR create so many new programs?

3. Do you think that all of his programs were successful?

4. How do you think all of the people felt during this time period about FDR and his new ideas?
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“I think I'll plow under every third parsnip.”
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Station C

1.  Background Information – Droughts and dust storms hit the Midwest and Southwest region during the 1930’s.  This area became known as the “Dust Bowl”.  The area included parts of Colorado, Kansas, Texas, Oklahoma and New Mexico.    Sometimes dust storms were so bad that they nicknamed it “black blizzards” because it blocked the sun.  Thousands of families had to leave their home, sell their belonging for next to nothing to look for work in other parts of the country.  Many people headed out west to California.

2.  Locate the dust bowl area on your map.

3.  Take the Vaseline and make predictions with the following questions:

a. Why would the need Vaseline?

b. How would the use the Vaseline?



Check your predictions – They would use Vaseline to put underneath their nose so that the dust would collect underneath their nose and not into their lungs.  Fact: Before the drought cattle were nice and fat.  During the drought the cattle would be skinny.  Sometimes they would try to use the cattle for meat, but they would have so much dust inside their stomach that they would not be fit to eat.



4.  Take the play dough (pretend that your kneading bread dough) now place the cloth with the slits over the “dough” and start kneading the bread.  

A.  Why would they place a cloth over the bread dough? Write down your prediction.







Fact:  Most people now buy their bread at the grocery store, but during this time many people made their own bread.  Some people would put their bread dough into a dresser drawer and covers the dough to let in rise, then knead it in the drawer.  After it rose, they would quickly place it in the oven so that it would not have as much dust on the bread.



5.   How would you handle life if you lived during this time period? 
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