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FBISD Model Lesson Plan

Jeff McConnell

Ridge Point High School

	Course: US History
	Title of Unit:

America and the Cold War,
1945-1960
	Title of Lesson:

History Repeats Itself


	Grade Level: 11th

	
	Time Frame:

One 45 minute class



	Description

Students will examine the Red Scare of the 1920s and the Red Scare of the 1950s; comparing/contrasting the characteristics. To finish, students will compare to current events; considering the current War on Terror.


	TEKS/FBISD Objectives 
(6) History. The student understands significant events, social issues, and individuals of            

      the 1920s. The student is expected to:

             (A) analyze causes and effects of events and social issues such as immigration,  

                   Social Darwinism, eugenics, race relations, nativism, the Red Scare, 

                   Prohibition, and the changing role of women; and

(8) History. The student understands the impact of significant national and international decisions and conflicts in the Cold War on the United States. The student is expected to:

             (B) describe how Cold War tensions were intensified by the arms race, the space  

                    race, McCarthyism, and the House Un-American Activities Committee 

                    (HUAC), the findings of which were confirmed by the Venona Papers;
(29) Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to:

              (B) analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect 
                    relationships, comparing and contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, 
                    making generalizations, making predictions, drawing inferences, and drawing 
                    conclusions;


	Teacher to Teacher Notes

1. This lesson would best be used in the 1950s/Cold War unit, after students have already been exposed to the 1920s Red Scare.

2. Students will work in pairs or small groups for the compare/contrast card sort to determine which items belong to the 1920s and which belong in the 1950s, so you will need to make enough precut copies for each pair/group to have a set. I would recommend laminating them for re-use each year. I’ve always run on colored paper just to make sure all of the sets are staying together.



	Materials
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	Resources & Technology
http://www.designer-daily.com/examples-of-american-cold-war-propaganda-2918
(Source for cartoon)


	Procedures/Activities
· Engage: By showing 1950s anti-Communist propaganda, review what Communism is, as well as what the term “Red” means. What are some things we remember about the 1920s Red Scare? (May not be much, since it would have been months ago, before winter break.)  Show the Red Iceberg slide and have the students respond to the questions.
· Explain: In pairs or small groups, give students the stack of items representing the 1920s Red Scare and the 1950s Red Scare, students will sort the items into either of those categories, or the “Both” category. Teacher will check to make sure they are correct; students will then need to copy them on to a sheet of paper to use as notes, leaving at least 1 line below each item for further notes. If other students are still working, students are finished may do the following, as an extension: Write a statement for each Red Scare that defines the period, based on the characteristics of each. Are the statements for each Red Scare different?
· Explore: Once copied, student pairs will be assigned one item from either list to explain to the rest of the class. Pairs will be required to explain 1) which Red Scare the item belongs to and 2) it’s significance to that Red Scare. This will serve to expand what the students have simply copied from the chart.


	Assessment(s)
· Evaluate: While most people would argue that there isn’t much fear of Communism today, to what extent, if any, does this fear of foreigners exist still exist? (Consider the War on Terror) If this fear does not exist today, please explain why you think this is. Be sure to use factual evidence to support your argument. (See Rubric in Materials Needed.)



	Instructional Alternatives

· Extend: Instead of simply explaining the item from the list, students could act out the item. This could prove difficult, depending on the item, but it should make the students think about the items in depth.



	Interdisciplinary Connections

Humanities: b) Knowledge and Skills

 (1)  The student reads and views varied literary and art forms. The student is expected to:

(A)  recognize the major historical and cultural movements as reflected in various art forms; and

(2)  The student expresses and supports responses to various types of texts and compositions. The student is expected to:

(A)  respond to aesthetic elements in texts and other art forms through various outlets such as discussions, journals, oral interpretations, and enactments;

(B)  use elements of text and other art forms to defend his/her own responses and interpretations;

(5)  The student analyzes and critiques the significance of visual representations. The student is expected to:

(A)  recognize and evaluate how literature and various other art forms convey messages.



Consider the following . . .

1.  What does the Red Iceberg represent?

2.  It appears as though Uncle Sam is going to miss the iceberg, what danger still lingers?

3.  What do each of the tombstones represent?

4.  Why would the artist use tombstones to represent the countries?

5.  Based on the cartoon, how do you think the general public felt about Communism?
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		1920s Red Scare

		Both

		1950s Red Scare



		Sacco and Venzetti

		fear
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