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Model Lesson Plan

Errica Jones
Dulles Elementary
	Course:

Social Studies Elementary
	Title of Unit:

Social Studies
Early Forms of Government


	Title of Lesson:
The Preamble to the 
Constitution: Can You Make 
a More Perfect Union?

	Grade Level:

5
	
	Time Frame:

1-2 Class Periods

30-45 Minutes Per Block


	Description: This is a lesson in which the students will use a project-based approach to demonstrate his or her knowledge and extended thinking regarding the meaning of the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution. 


	TEKS Objectives (http://www.tea.state.tx.us)  
5.15  Government. The student understands important ideas in the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. The student is expected to:

(B)  explain the purposes of the U.S. Constitution as identified in the Preamble.
5.24  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to:

 (B)  analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions;

              5.25  Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected to:

 (D)  create written and visual material such as journal entries, reports, graphic organizers, outlines, and bibliographies.

	Teacher to Teacher Notes
Preliminary Schema Building Activities that should occur for this particular lesson: Review the Preamble to the Constitution; background information about the constitution and the history of its formation from resources.  Teach/Review Vocabulary:  union, justice, insure, domestic, tranquility, defense, welfare, liberty, posterity and ordain.
Prior to lesson collect the following supplies: large chart paper, markers, crayons, map pencils or other drawing materials, and composition books or discarded hardbound books to alter.
The Preamble Quiz found in resources below is included as an optional resource, but could be used as a 
pre-assessment or as a post-assessment.



	Resources:
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	Websites used:
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/
http://www.archives.gov/education/index.html
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/constitution-workshop/images/Constitution_Pg1of4_AC-txt.doc
http://www.texaslre.org/downloads/112003_lp_highschool.pdf  (Cryptogram of the Preamble)
http://www.conlaw.org/cites2.htm (Constitutional law citations referring to the Preamble)

http://www.school-house-rock.com/Prea.html (Preamble Song clip from Schoolhouse Rock)



	Procedures/Activities
Engage: Day 1- Have students meet on the floor or any area in the classroom where they can hear and/or see the introduction to the Preamble to the Constitution.  Play the School House Rock video (see link in resources)
Explain: Review Vocabulary: union, justice, insure, domestic, tranquility, defense, welfare, liberty, posterity and ordain. The teacher will ask Guiding Questions: How does the language of the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution reflect historical events and the goals the Founders had for the future? What does the Preamble mean? 

The students’ answers will be recorded on large chart paper and discussed.

Explore:   The Altered or Illustrated Preamble
Students will be directed to divide into assigned groups of 5 students each. If there are 5 groups of 5 students, the product will be 5 altered or illustrated books. The students will be responsible for taking the phrases from the Preamble, discussing their meaning, and applying an illustration to each phrase in their composition book for their group. Students may add an introduction and conclusion. After the directions have be modeled and explained, the teacher will check for understanding by having various students talk about what they will do in their groups.
1) Students will move into their groups with a copy of the Preamble. They will have to discuss the meanings of each phrase for 15 minutes.

2) One student for each group will pick up drawing materials and a composition book to be altered or illustrated with phrases from the Preamble. They will begin to work on their books (for 30 minutes or as class time allows).  
                    Examples types of drawings by students in their books:
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                                                                                                                           We the People         Establishing Justice    

Day 2- The students will complete their books and prepare a short presentation of their books for the class, following the expectations on the Presentation Rubric.  Have groups present (approximately 5 minutes each).
In closing, re-post the large chart paper from yesterday’s initial discussion. Ask what students think the Preamble phrases mean now compared to what was initially recorded on the chart paper before the activity of altering and illustrated their books.
The optional Preamble Quiz could be given at the beginning of class the following day.


	Assessment(s)
Evaluate:  
Preamble Altered Book (see attached rubric in resources above)

Presentation (see attached rubric in resources)
Optional Preamble Quiz (see resources)


	Instructional Alternatives

Extend: 
1. If you have access to a computer lab, students might complete their assignments as a PowerPoint or Digital Storybook.
2. Consider introducing the following scenario/lesson to the students:

What if you had to run your own classroom for a day? What would it look like? Think about it. How will you make sure that anyone who feels unfairly treated will have a place to air complaints? (establishing justice) How will you make sure that group members will help if outsiders arrive who threaten your group? (providing for the common defense) How will you make sure that the improvements you make in the classroom (such as seating arrangements, workstations and other) will be used fairly? (promoting general welfare) How will you make sure that group members will be free to do what they want as long as it doesn’t hurt anyone else? (securing the blessing of liberty to ourselves) How will you make sure that the rules and organizations you develop protect future generations? (securing the blessing of liberty to our posterity) 

Then model taking on one of the Preamble phrases and applying it to the students taking ownership of the class. Modeling will include writing out a Preamble phrase on large chart paper; defining it; brainstorming ways to fulfill its purpose; organizing plans for implementation and then restating it in order to present it to the people. Students will be asked to help brainstorm and visualize ideas. Students will be responsible for discussing and helping to complete a written plan that supports the specific Preamble phrase.

The students will be assigned into 5 groups of 5 students. They will be provided with a copy of the teacher-created scenario and specific questions relating to the Preamble discussed during the guided practice. Each group will be given a large sheet of chart paper and assigned one Preamble phrase to discuss and apply to the scenario of having to run the classroom.

In order to check for understanding, the instructor will ask various students what their jobs are in their groups.

Independent Practice:

a) Move into assigned groups to discuss their scenario of having to run the classroom for the day according to the phrases set forth by the Preamble. Narrow their conversation to their specific Preamble phrase. (15-20min.)

b) One group member will pick up supplies including large chart paper, markers, pencils and regular notebook paper for brainstorming. (15 min.)

c) The groups will work together to decide how to best fulfill the goal of their specific Preamble phrase. (20min.)

d) Each group will prepare and present their Preamble phrase to the class.  Share Presentation Rubric (in resources).
Close: The students will try to set the classroom up to mimic what they have set forth in their plans for their specific Preamble phrases.



	Interdisciplinary Connections

English Language Arts and Reading TEKS:
5.2  Reading/Vocabulary Development. Students understand new vocabulary and use it when reading and writing. Students are expected to:

(A)  determine the meaning of grade-level academic English words derived from Latin, Greek, or other linguistic roots and affixes;

(D)  identify and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and other sayings
5.10  Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/Culture and History. Students analyze, make inferences and draw conclusions about the author's purpose in cultural, historical, and contemporary contexts and provide evidence from the text to support their understanding. Students are expected to draw conclusions from the information presented by an author and evaluate how well the author's purpose was achieved.
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_1365686184.doc
		Rubric: Preamble Altered Book Assignment




Teacher Name: 


Student Name: ________________________________________ 






		





		CATEGORY 

		4 

		3 

		2 

		1 



		Contributions 

		Routinely provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. A definite leader who contributes a lot of effort. 

		Usually provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. A strong group member who tries hard! 

		Sometimes provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. A satisfactory group member who does what is required. 

		Rarely provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. May refuse to participate. 



		Quality of Work 

		Provides work of the highest quality. 

		Provides high quality work. 

		Provides work that occasionally needs to be checked/redone by other group members to ensure quality. 

		Provides work that usually needs to be checked/redone by others to ensure quality. 



		Focus on the task 

		Consistently stays focused on the task and what needs to be done. Very self-directed. 

		Focuses on the task and what needs to be done most of the time. Other group members can count on this person. 

		Focuses on the task and what needs to be done some of the time. Other group members must sometimes nag, prod, and remind to keep this person on-task. 

		Rarely focuses on the task and what needs to be done. Lets others do the work. 



		Preparedness 

		Brings needed materials to table and is always ready to work. 

		Almost always brings needed materials to table and is ready to work. 

		Almost always brings needed materials but sometimes needs to settle down and get to work 

		Often forgets needed materials or is rarely ready to get to work. 



		Components Complete 

		All phrases are written properly and illustrated. 

		Most phrases are written properly and illustrated. 

		A few phrases are written properly and illustrated 

		Only 1-2 phrases are written properly and illustrated. 
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		Group Presentation Rubric:  Preamble of the United States Constitution





Teacher Name:  


Student Name:     ________________________________________ 





		





		CATEGORY 

		5 

		4 

		3 

		2 



		Preparedness 

		Students are completely prepared (visual aid finished) and presentation is obviously rehearsed. 

		Students seem pretty prepared but might have needed a couple more rehearsals. 

		The students are somewhat prepared, but it is clear that rehearsal was lacking. 

		Students do not seem at all prepared to present. 



		Quality of Altered Book Visual Aid

		Shows work of the highest quality. 

Preamble phrases are written properly and very well-illustrated to demonstrate meaning.

		Shows high quality work. 

Preamble phrases are written properly and illustrated to demonstrate meaning.

		Shows work that is marginally acceptable.


Preamble phrases are written properly but illustrations could be clearer.

		Provides work that needs to be redone.


Preamble phrases may contain errors and illustrations fail to demonstrate meaning,



		Speaks Clearly 

		Speaks clearly and distinctly all (100-95%) the time, and mispronounces no words. 


Volume is loud enough to be heard by all audience members throughout the presentation.

		Speaks clearly and distinctly all (100-95%) the time, but mispronounces one word. 


Volume is loud enough to be heard by all audience members at least 90% of the time.

		Speaks clearly and distinctly most (94-85%) of the time. Mispronounces no more than one word. 


Volume is loud enough to be heard by audience members at least 80% of the time.

		Often mumbles or can not be understood OR mispronounces more than one word. 


Volume often too soft to be heard by all audience members.



		Listens to Other Presentations 

		Listens intently. Does not make distracting noises or movements. 

		Listens intently but has one distracting noise or movement. 

		Sometimes does not appear to be listening but is not distracting. 

		Sometimes does not appear to be listening and makes distracting noises or movements. 
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Preamble Quiz


_____1. Preamble


_____2. We the People of the United States,


_____3. In order to form a more perfect    


    union,


_____4. Establish justice,


_____5. Insure domestic tranquility,


_____6. Provide for the common defense,


_____7. Promote the general welfare,


_____8. and secure the blessings of liberty


_____9. to ourselves and our posterity,


_____10. do ordain and establish this 


               Constitution


______11.  for the United States of 


     America.


Name ______________ Date______


A. and gain and keep safe the gifts of freedom and independence,


B. encourage the condition of health and happiness for everyone,


C. The delegates & people living in the United States in 1787.


D. to gain and keep peace in the United States,  


E. do make official and begin this written document of basic laws.  


F. The introduction to the United States Constitution.  


G. set up a fair system of laws, 


H. for all citizens throughout the United States of America.  


I. in order to begin a better national Government, 


J. to create a strong military for protection of all U.S. citizens, 


K. for ourselves and future generations, 


Bonus:  The United States plan for government is called  ___________________________


Answers for Preamble Quiz


1.  F


2.  C


3.  I


4.  G


5.  D


6.  J


7.  B


8.  A


9.  K


10.  E


11.  H


Bonus:  The Constitution



