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Model Lesson Plan

Rick Flato

George Bush High School

	Course:

United States History
	Title of Unit:
Civil Rights Movement 
or

Hispanic Heritage Month


	Title of Lesson:

Mendez v. Westminster:          Prelude to Brown

	Grade Level:

11
	
	Time Frame:

50 minutes


	Description
This primary source-based lesson provides students with insight into the Hispanic Civil Rights Movement dealing with educational segregation. Using Plessy v. Ferguson as a starting point, students will explore the legal justifications for educational segregation and how the Mendez (1946) case changed California law and became a springboard for the historic Brown v. Board of Education decision United States Supreme Court in 1954.



	TEKS Objectives 
US9(I)       Describe how litigation such as…Mendez v. Westminster...played a role in protecting the rights of the minority during the civil rights movement.

US22(C)   Describe U.S. citizens as people from numerous places throughout the world who hold a common bond in standing for certain self-evident truths.

US29(A)   Use a variety of both primary and secondary valid sources to acquire information and to analyze and answer historical questions.

US29(G)   Identify and support with historical evidence a point of view on a social studies issue or event.



	Teacher to Teacher Notes

· This lesson can be used during Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15 - October 15).

· The lesson is based on the California District Court case of Mendez v. Westminster (1946) along with supporting information from the U.S. Supreme Court case Plessy v. Ferguson (1896).

· In preparation for this lesson:

· Read essay, “We Always Tell Our Children They Are Americans”: Mendez v. Westminster and the California Road to Brown v. Board of Education by Vicki L. Ruiz  (College Board Review Issue 200, Fall 2003)

· Run set of classroom copies for the following handouts: Plessy v. Ferguson Decision, Mendez v. Westminster Plaintiffs Statement, Video Questions (excluding Possible Answers)

· Run enough copies of Student Story Board and Rubric for every student group project. (Students should work in groups of 2-4)
· For the assessment, use The Write Stuff Strategies for Teaching Writing in a Social Studies Classroom, 1999, James L. Smith, Suncrest Publications, 1670 Palo Verde, Las Cruces, New Mexico, 88004.


	Materials needed:
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 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image2.emf]Mendez v Westmin  Plaintiffs Statement
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	Websites used:
http://www.teachersdomain.org/asset/osi04_vid_mendez/
(Video used in Explore section of Procedures/Activities)

http://motal.org/exhibits/upcoming-exhibits/teachers-and-students/295-teachers-and-students-resources.html
(On this site you will find the “We Always Tell Our Children They Are Americans” reading along with other documents and videos related to Mendez v. Westminster.)



	Procedures/Activities
Engage—Ask students what they know about the Mexican-American civil rights movement. Ask the Latino and Asian students if they attended a segregated or integrated elementary school. Ask students which type of school they would prefer and have them justify their response. Ask students by what method minorities in the USA gained equal access to public accommodations including the public school system. 

Explain—Distribute handouts: Plessy v. Ferguson and Mendez v. Westminster. Have students take out a sheet of paper to take notes. Have a student read the Plessy decision, clarify any misunderstandings, and have students answer Question #1. Allow 3 minutes for written responses and have students share. Make sure the students understand the basic assumptions of the Plessy decision before moving on. Repeat the same procedure for the Mendez complaint.

Explore—Distribute the Mendez v. Westminster Video Questions. Before playing the video, have the students look over the questions to be answered. Tell the students you will play the video through 2 times, this way they can listen once and answer the questions the second time through. Have students answer the questions on their paper. When the video is completed, clarify any misunderstandings. 
                Then distribute individual copies of the Mendez v. Westminster Story Board. Explain to students that they will now create a storyboard using their notes. Each heading has a space for an illustration and a caption. Working in groups of 2-4, students can help each other come up with ideas and complete the storyboard before the end of class. Collect or have students complete at home. 


	Assessment(s)
Evaluate—
· Assess story boards using rubric found in Materials Needed section.
· Using “Note Passing, The Legal Way” strategy from The Write Stuff: Strategies for Teaching Writing in a Social Studies Classroom, pair students (if an odd number, teacher will pair up). Before providing the assertion, have students decide who will agree and who will disagree within the pair. Have each pair take out one sheet of paper and have each student write their name and whether they agree or disagree. Write this assertion on the board: 
               “The Westminster School district was correct in segregating Spanish-speaking students until 
                 they reached middle school” 
      Using a web-based timer to project or some other means, the student that agrees takes 2-3 minutes to write a persuasive defense. When time is up, they pass the paper to the one who disagrees who then writes a counterargument. Repeat this process once more and stop. Call on student volunteers to read their responses. Collect and use for a grade, if desired.  


	Instructional Alternatives

Extend—Students can create an illustrated acrostic poem: Mendez v. Westminster. Each letter must be word (no articles or pronouns accepted!) that begins a sentence detailing information about Mendez v. Westminster. Illustrations can follow each letter or be part of an overall theme.

	Interdisciplinary Connections

Note taking and paraphrasing are used in all subject areas. Using a storyboard with illustrations helps visual learners as well as giving budding artists an opportunity to “strut their stuff”. The writing assessment is a fun and engaging activity that will help students with their self-expression and give them much-needed writing practice.
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MENDEZ et al. v. WESTMINISTER SCHOOL DIST. OF ORANGE COUNTY et al.


Civil Action No. 4292.


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA, CENTRAL DIVISION 


February 18, 1946 

Specifically, plaintiffs allege:


"That for several years last past respondents have and do now in furtherance and in execution of their common plan, design and purpose within their respective Systems and Districts, have by their regulation, custom and usage and in execution thereof adopted and declared: That all children or persons of Mexican or Latin descent or extraction, though Citizens of the United States of America, shall be, have been and are now excluded from attending, using, enjoying and receiving the benefits of the education, health and recreation facilities of certain schools within their respective Districts and Systems but that said children are now and have been segregated and required to and must attend and use certain schools in said Districts and Systems reserved for and attended solely and exclusively by children and persons of Mexican and Latin descent, while such other schools are maintained attended and used exclusively by and for persons and children purportedly known as White or Anglo-Saxon children.


In the Westminster, Garden Grove and El Modeno school districts the respective boards of trustees had taken official action, declaring that there be no segregation of pupils on a racial basis but that non-English-speaking children (which group, excepting as to a small number of pupils, was made up entirely of children of Mexican ancestry or descent), be required to attend schools designated by the boards separate and apart from English-speaking pupils; that such group should attend such schools until they had acquired some proficiency in the English language.


2.   Using 3 to 5 sentences, explain the main idea of these paragraphs and tell whether you agree/disagree with this practice.
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Mendez vs. Westminster Story Board

Plessy vs. Ferguson

    Mendez vs. Westminster complaint

Video Question #1

Video Question #3

Video Question #4

Video Question #5

Video Question #6

Video Question #7

Video Question #2
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Story Board Rubric

In order to use the story board for a grade, each picture and caption is worth 11 points (11 points x 9 pictures and captions = 99 points).


11 points—Picture is of exceptional quality for material discussed in slide heading. Caption is of exceptional quality and reflects deep insight into material discussed.


9 points—Picture is of excellent quality for material discussed in slide heading. Caption is of excellent quality and reflects insight into material discussed.


7 points—Picture is of good quality for material discussed in slide heading. Caption is adequate  and shows understanding of material discussed.

5 points—Picture is poor or non-existent. Caption does not address material discussed.
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Mendez v. Westminster: Prelude to Brown


Video Questions

1. Why were the Mendez children denied entrance to their neighborhood Westminster school?


2. What was the criteria used to segregate Mexican-Americans and Latinos in California elementary schools the 1940s?


3. Briefly describe the Hoover school that Mexican-American students were enrolled.


4. During the Superior Court trial, lawyer David Marquez brought forth testimony from what two groups that gave substantial weight to the Mendez case?


5. List details of Judge McCormick’s decision concerning segregation and the Fourteenth Amendment.


6. As a result of the decision in Mendez v. Westminster, what other types of segregation were outlawed in California?


7. Using the information gathered from this video, make a prediction as to changes in American society concerning segregation between 1946 and 1954 (Brown v. Board of Education).


URL for video


http://www.teachersdomain.org/search/?q=Mendez+v.+Westminster&fq_grade=PK&fq_grade=PS

Possible Answers


1. Mexican-American children were relegated to “Mexican” schools in the Westminster school district.


2. All children with Spanish surnames were believed to have language barriers.


3. A “shack”, near cow fields with large fly populations and associated smells.


4. Sociologists and educational experts attesting to the fact that segregation by ethnic origin is harmful to children by retarding their acquisition of English and making them feel inferior to Anglo students.


5. “Separate, but equal” school facilities are inherently unequal; segregation, by national origin, is not permissible under the Fourteenth Amendment.


6. Other minorities, Asian-Americans and Native Americans were to be integrated into the dominant school culture.


7. Answers will vary.
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BROWN, J., Opinion of the Court


SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES


163 U.S. 537


Plessy v. Ferguson


ERROR TO THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA


No. 210 Argued: April 18, 1896 --- Decided: May 18, 1896

We consider the underlying fallacy of the plaintiff's argument to consist in the assumption that the enforced separation of the two races stamps the colored race with a badge of inferiority. If this be so, it is not by reason of anything found in the act, but solely because the colored race chooses to put that construction upon it. The argument necessarily assumes that if, as has been more than once the case and is not unlikely to be so again, the colored race should become the dominant power in the state legislature, and should enact a law in precisely similar terms, it would thereby relegate the white race to an inferior position. We imagine that the white race, at least, would not acquiesce in this assumption. The argument also assumes that social prejudices may be overcome by legislation, and that equal rights cannot be secured to the negro except by an enforced commingling of the two races. We cannot accept this proposition. If the two races are to meet upon terms of social equality, it must be the result of natural affinities, a mutual appreciation of each other's merits, and a voluntary consent of individuals.


http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0163_0537_ZO.html

Majority Opinion, Plessy v. Ferguson 1896


This Supreme Court decision established the “separate, but equal” principal of segregating people in public accommodations, i.e. schools, theaters, restrooms, restaurants, etc. As long as racially separate accommodations were provided, there was no discrimination according to the Supreme Court.


1.  Complete the following statement using 3—5 sentences:


I agree/disagree with the Plessy v. Ferguson decision because…


