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	Course:  
Social Studies 
	Unit of Study:  
CIVIL WAR
	Title of lesson: 
Women in the Civil War

By:Marcia Looper

	Grade Level: 
Fifth Grade
	
	Time Frame of lesson: 
3 sixty minute classes

	ENDURING UNDERSTANDING(S):  

	· Women’s actions during the Civil War were an essential part of the war effort and had an effect on the direction of the war.
· Women looked for creative ways to channel their patriotism and attempted to stay connected with the loved ones they sent to war.
· Women’s performance during the Civil War helped lay the foundation for some of the most influential reform movements of the late nineteenth century.
· While all women shared some common hurdles during the war, individual encounters varied according to one’s race, region, class, and personal background. 



	CONCEPT STATEMENT(S): The big ideas that spiral through all social studies curriculum.
	ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S): Personalized, open-ended questions which build relevancy to curriculum for students.

	· Students understand political, social and economic reforms in America.
· Students understand the impact of diversity in America.
· The experiences of war leave long-lasting effects on culture and society.
· Students understand how key historical events affect Americans. 
	· What were women’s roles during the Civil War?
· What kind of work did women do?  Was it different for black women? In the North?  In the South?


	THREE PART OBJECTIVE: (Content, Cognitive Blooms Level, and Proving Behavior)

	· By looking at a collection of primary resources illustrating the perspectives of slave women, plantation mistresses, female spies, and Union women, the learner will develop skills in seeing and understanding visual and print sources; learn to analyze and draw inferences from sources; and develop understanding of how the Civil War affected the lives of women by:

· detailing what they see women doing in the images, 
· by comparing and contrasting diaries, letters, and photographs of enslaved women, women from the North and women from the South

· by evaluating a list of spying skills in terms of gender and societal position 
· by assuming the role of a spy during the Civil War and writing a letter or diary entry explaining how they are deceiving the other side incorporating actual events and dates from the war.

	LANGUAGE OBJECTIVE(S): (Aligned with ELPS/Choose those appropriate to your students.)

	Learning Strategies
	1A:  Students will use what they know about contributions of women today to learn about women from the past.

	Listening
	2D:  Students will listen to class discussion about the perspectives of slave women, plantation mistresses, female spies, and Union women.

	Speaking
	3G:  Students will express opinions, ideas and feelings about the perspectives of slave women, plantation mistresses, female spies, and Union women.

	Reading
	4E:  Students will read actual diaries and letters of enslaved women, women from the North and women from the South.

	Writing
	5G:  Students will take on the role of a spy during the Civil War and narrate, describe and explain in writing a letter or diary entry explaining how they are deceiving the other side incorporating actual events and dates from the war.

	TEKS COVERED IN THIS LESSON: Aligned to the 2010 Essential Knowledge and Skills

	· Intro A2 To support the teaching of the essential knowledge and skills, the use of a variety of rich primary and secondary source material such as documents, biographies, novels, speeches, letters, poetry, songs, and artworks is encouraged. Motivating resources are available from museums, historical sites, presidential libraries, and local and state preservation societies.

· History 4E  To identify the causes of the Civil War, including sectionalism, states' rights, and slavery, and the effects of the Civil War, including Reconstruction and the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments to the U.S. Constitution

· History 5C To identify the accomplishments of individuals and groups such as Jane Addams, Susan B. Anthony, Dwight Eisenhower, Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, Cesar Chavez, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Ronald Reagan, Colin Powell, the Tuskegee Airmen, and the 442nd Regimental Combat Team who have made contributions to society in the areas of civil rights, women's rights, military actions, and politics.

· Citizenship 17 To understand important symbols, customs, celebrations, and landmarks that represent American beliefs and principles and contribute to our national identity.

	TEACHER TO TEACHER NOTES:

	What we hope to achieve using primary source documents in this lesson is to eliminate the distance that students feel from historical events and to connect them more closely with the past.  In this lesson, you have the opportunity to recreate a sense of having been there, a sense of seeing history through the eyes of the very people who were making decisions.  By analyzing primary sources, your students will put into practice “thinking historically,” discovering for themselves how to analyze evidence, establish a convincing interpretation and construct a logical narrative in which all the appropriate factors play a part.

	VISUALS, MATERIALS, AND TEXTS:
	RESOURCES & TECHNOLOGY

	· Image: The Influence of Women, Harper’s Weekly (6 Sept. 1862): 570. Print. http://www.civilwarinart.org/items/show/98
· Image: The Sister of Charity, http://theebonswan.blogspot.com/search?q=The+Sister+of+Charity
· Image: Filling cartridges at the United States Arsenal at Watertown, Massachusetts, http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3b42553/
· Image: Camp of 31st Pennsylvania Infantry near Washington, D.C., http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3g07983/
· Image: Civil War envelope showing woman pouring a drink for a wounded soldier as a battle rages in the background, http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.31964/
· A Thrilling Narrative, New York Times, May 28, 1864: Miss Maj. Pauline Cushman, The Federal Scout and Spy
http://chnm.gmu.edu/lostmuseum/lm/250/
· From a New England Woman's Diary in Dixie in 1865:
Electronic Edition. http://docsouth.unc.edu/church/ames/ames.html
· A CONFEDERATE GIRL'S DIARY

http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/dawson/dawson.html
· The War-Time Journal of a Georgia Girl, 1864-1865: Electronic Edition. http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/andrews/andrews.html
· Harriet Tubman, secret agent: how daring slaves and free Blacks spied for the Union during the Civil War: http://archive.org/details/harriettubmansec00alle
· Poem: The Women Who Went to the Field, By Clara Barton: http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/primarysources/the-women-who-went-to-the.html
· Thomas Wentworth Higginson & Col. C.T. Trowbridge, from Reminiscences of My Life in Camp with the 33rd U.S. Colored Troops, Late 1st S.C. Volunteers: http://www.civilwar.org/education/history/primarysources/introduction-reminiscences-taylor.html
· Political Cartoon: A Family Quarrel http://arthist.umn.edu/aict/Tennielweb/PUNCH/610928.html
· Political Cartoon: Naughty Jonathan http://arthist.umn.edu/aict/Tennielweb/PUNCH/620118.html
· Political Cartoon:  Mrs. North and Her Attorney http://arthist.umn.edu/aict/Tennielweb/PUNCH/640924.html
· Political Cartoon:  Columbia’s Sewing Machine http://arthist.umn.edu/aict/Tennielweb/PUNCH/641001.html
· Political Cartoon:  Columbia Demands Her Children: http://www.indiana.edu/~liblilly/cartoon/images/columbia.jpg

	· DISCOVERY Education video: A History of Women's Achievement in America: Women Speak Out- http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=8A8870AB-CDA2-4C96-9E78-4DCFED1282F9
· Animated Hero Classics: Harriet Tubman: http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=1B1523CD-0DD4-4CDE-A06B-1301419EFBCE&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
· Video: Women of the Civil War.wmv: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P2FbGSTsuvc
· Video: Female Heroines of the Civil War: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0RLojCEj7o&feature=related
· Video: Sisters In Arms: Women Soldiers of the American Civil War: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1OTIufDCww&feature=related
· Audio: Civil War Musical 16 - A Nurse's Diary: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYofxlcdscE&feature=related
· Harriet Tubman Music Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kypQGvbG5Ow&feature=related
· Song: TOMMIE YOUNG A Woman Called Moses: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X7YNNuoiJS4&feature=related
· Diary of Southern Woman Near Fort Sumter, Mary Chestnut: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m2O6ovlv58k
· Commentary: Confederate Spy Belle Edmondson: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41NhGXv3ubk
· Women of the American Civil War http://www.americancivilwar.com/women/women.html
· The Forgotten Grave: Women Soldiers of the American Civil War (2009) DVD


	PROCEDURES/ACTIVITIES

Remember Horizontal Teaching:

	LESSON COMPONENT
	CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING

	SET:  Have students take out a paper and list all the names from the Civil War that they can think of (give them a time limit).  Create a class list of names. 
(Online Option: Post on the class blog or social network:  “What names do you know from the Civil war?  Do not look anything up- this is not a quiz!  We want to see what knowledge we are starting with.)
View Video: Female Heroines of the Civil War: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0RLojCEj7o&feature=related
Prepare the class for the activities by discussing women’s place in American society during the mid-nineteenth century.  Ask: What were women’s roles in the mid-1800s?  What kind of work did they do?  Could they vote?  Was it different for black women?  In the North?  In the South?

	Review the complete list: Ask the race, gender, and occupation of each of the people listed (if they know).  Are they famous?  What are they famous for?  Then ask who might be missing from the list.  (ordinary people, soldiers, women, African Americans, etc.)  

	INPUT:  

Listen to the following:

Audio: Civil War Musical 16 - A Nurse's Diary: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYofxlcdscE&feature=related. Ask students to identify the primary message of this audio clip.  What are two or three things you can infer from this audio clip about the experience of women in the Civil War?  What questions do you have about this audio clip?
Divide the students in groups to analyze the primary resources provided including:
· Women’s Roles Seen In Images: Sketches and Photographs 
· Women’s Roles as Captured in Personal Writing
· Women’s Roles as Captured in Political Cartoons
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Use Image Analysis Worksheets, Written Analysis Worksheets, and Cartoon Analysis Worksheets to record findings.  
Each student group will analyze a minimum of two from each category.  The findings will be used in a final assignment.


	MODEL:   When students have completed their worksheets, ask them to sort their data worksheets into the following categories: slave women, plantation mistresses, female spies, and Union women. Guide students in a conversation to compare and contrast the lives of these women, evaluating in terms of gender and societal position.  What other categories could you sort the women into?
Online Option: Students can post their responses to blog or social network.
	Students will sort images, letters, diary entries, poems, etc. into categories.  They will justify their categories by naming and qualifying those characteristics that are similar.

	GUIDED PRACTICE:  
The Civil War divided families and neighbors.  Was this particularly true of spies?  Have students consider how it feels to be deceived versus how feels to have someone disagree with them.  Then each should take on the role of a spy during the Civil War and write a letter or diary entry explaining how they are deceiving the other side, what information they were able to discover, and who else knows their secret.  Have students incorporate actual events and dates from the war.
	Students will work independently- give students adequate time to complete this assignment.  Ask for volunteers to share their entries.  Identify those facts that are or are not verifiable.

	CLOSURE: 
View: Animated Hero Classics: Harriet Tubman: http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=1B1523CD-0DD4-4CDE-A06B-1301419EFBCE&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US

	Reflect on the following: 
· Did women who served in various roles act out of necessity or by a desire to be involved in the war effort?  Or both?
· Did a woman’s class or race effect how or why she got involved?

· What were the duties women took on and how were they crucial to the war effort?

	ASSESSMENT(S)

	Stage of Language Acquisition
	Proving Behavior

	Native Speakers and Advanced Fluency
	Students will express opinions, ideas and feelings about the impact and importance of the perspectives of slave women, plantation mistresses, female spies, and Union women.


	Intermediate Fluency
	Student will share in cooperative groups about the impact of women serving in the Civil War.


	Speech Emergence
	Student will speak using a variety of types of sentence stems about the roles of women in the Civil War.


	Early Production
	Students will ask and give information using the words “impact” and “perspective.”

	Preproduction
	Students will pronounce the word “impact.”


	ACCOMMODATIONS/ENRICHMENTS

	Accommodations:  Match photographs and images to captions.
Enrichment:  Have students research the pre-war activities of Cornelia Hancock, Charlotte Forten and Harriet Tubman and write mini-biographies emphasizing their influences.  Compare their pre-war activities with their more “mainstream” roles once the war began.

	SILENT/SUSTAINED READING RESOURCES

	· Cecil’s Story by Lyon, George Ella. Illustrated by Peter Catalanotto
· Soldier's Heart: Being the Story of the Enlistment and Due Service of the Boy Charley Goddard in the First Minnesota Volunteers by Gary Paulsen 
· Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco
· I'll Pass for Your Comrade: Women Soldiers in the Civil War by Anita Silvey (Houghton 2008 ISBN 9780618574919)
· The Root Cellar by Janet Lunn


	INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS

Elementary Only
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Subjects History and Music
Estimated Time Required 1 (50-60 minute) class period
Download a PDF of this Lesson Plan: 

lesson_music.pdf (135k) 
1. 
Introduction
Both North and South used music extensively during the Civil War to rally troops, as recreation, to march by, and many other reasons. Frequently both sides would borrow each other’s tunes or lyrics. It was not uncommon for each side to serenade the other, or for battle to stop while an impromptu concert was held.

Probably the most famous Civil War era song was Julia Ward Howe’s "Battle Hymn of the Republic", which used the tune of the abolitionist song, "John Brown’s Body". However, there were many other songs that both sides knew well. 

In this activity, students will examine lyrics of songs of both sides, and make conclusions about the lyrics.
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		Image Analysis Worksheet



		Study the image for 2 minutes.  Form an overall impression of the image and then examine individual items.

		What type of image is this (photograph, sketch, etc.)?






		1. 

		Was this image created during the war?






		2. 

		Does the source say who created this image?  

If so, who?






		3. 

		What is the primary object(s) of this image?  Is it a portrait- either group or individual- or is it a depiction of an action or actions?






		Look closely at the person or people in the image.  What can you tell about them? What social class do you think they might have belonged to?  List the reasons for your answer- their dress, their actions, their pose, etc.

		



		Does the image have a message?  If so, what is the message?




		



		According to the source, was the image published?  If so, what was the purpose of the publishing it?

		



		List two or three things you can infer from this image about the experience of women in the Civil War.

		



		What questions do you have about this image?  What general questions does this photograph raise in your mind?

		



		Written Document Analysis Worksheet



		What type of document is this (letter, newspaper, diary, periodical, memoir, poem, etc.)?






		Date(s) of Document



		Who wrote or created this document?






		Document Information

a. Why do you think this document was written?


b. Does the document contain facts, opinions, or both?  List the main facts and/or opinions expressed.


c. Did the writer have firsthand knowledge of the event? Was the writer neutral, or did he/she have opinions or interests that might have influenced his/her account?


d. Was the document meant to be private or public?  If public, who was the intended audience?  Was the document meant to inform or persuade?



		List two or three things this document tells you about the experience of women in the Civil War?






		What question(s) do you have that were left unanswered by the document?  Was any part of the document confusing or unclear? (Use the back if you need more room)


Cartoon Analysis Worksheet





		List the objects or people you see in the cartoon.






		Which of the objects are symbols?  What do you think they mean?






		Identify the cartoon caption and/or title.






		Which words or phrases in the cartoon appear to be most significant?  Why do you think so?






		List adjectives that describe the emotions portrayed in the cartoon.






		Describe the action taking place in the cartoon.






		Explain how the words in the cartoon clarify the symbols.






		Explain the message of the cartoon.






		What special interest groups would agree/disagree with the cartoon’s message?  Why?
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