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Model Lesson Plan

Writer’s Name

School

	Course:

U.S. History 
	Title of Unit:

Westward Expansion 
	Title of Lesson:

Lewis and Cark Historical Walk

	Grade Level:

5th Grade
	
	Time Frame:

2 Days 60 minutes each 


	Description
This lesson will excite students as they take a historical walk into the past learning about westward expansion and Lewis and Clark.  Students will use primary sources, historical pictures, and maps to learn about the past.  Students will finish by writing an article using a newspaper template.  They must include a summary of the information as well as important facts from the map, picture, and timeline they filled in during their historical walk.



	TEKS Objectives 
4.C  Reasons people moved west 

4.D  Important events such as the Louisiana Purchas and Lewis and Clark 

6.A  Geographic tools  

7.B  Landforms and Climate 


	Teacher to Teacher Notes
In preparation for this lesson you will need to make copies of the maps and historical walk activity sheet for each student in the classroom.  

Set up 4 station areas in the classroom where you can hang up the three items the students will have to investigate as they walk around the classroom.

You can use the website http://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/ for more information before or after the lesson.




	Materials needed:

Blank piece of paper for students to create their map and sketch for the introduction.

A copy of the Lewis and Clark Exploration map for each student.

4 different maps for each one of the stations.

4 different journal entries for each one of the stations.

4 different historical pictures for each one of the stations.

Essay template 

Essay rubric


	Websites used:
http://lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu/


	Procedures/Activities
Engage

Students will begin by you asking the question how do we know what happened in the past?  You will then ask the students to draw a map and follow you out side to sketch a picture of any plant they see by the school.  After you bring in the students you answer the question and connect their map and picture to one of the journal entries of Lewis and Clark.

Explain

Group students into groups of 4 to 6.  Give each student a map and an activity sheet to fill in on their historical walk.  Explain that they will be going on a historical walk to learn about westward expansion.  They will be journalist learning about this information to write an article for their local newspaper.  They need to fill in the map and the activity sheet to get as much information as they can to write their article.  

Explore

As students move around the 4 different stations they will have to fill in their maps with 4 different map skill activities.  Students will also have to fill in the activity sheet which includes questions connected to the information and the pictures.  There is also a timeline on the sheet they need to fill in.  Vocabulary words will also be a part of the activity sheet.



	Assessment(s)
Evaluate 

Students will finish by using the newspaper template to write an article about the Louisiana Purchase and up to the end of the Lewis and Clark exploration.  Students must use the map and answer the 5 W’s.  There will be a rubric attached that you can show the students exactly what you’re looking for.


	Instructional Alternatives

Extend

Research project on one of the Native American tribes Lewis and Clark came across on their exploration.

Create a board game that takes Lewis and Clark along their exploration.

Show the National Geographic video on Lewis and Clark.



	Interdisciplinary Connections

ELA – Writing 


