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Model Lesson Plan

David Householder
Travis High School
	Course:

Pre-AP US History

or AP US History
	Title of Unit:

Colonial Period
	Title of Lesson:
Economic Reasons for                    the American Revolution

	Grade Level:

8th or 11th Grade

	
	Time Frame:

1 1/2 - class periods

	Description
The students will identify mercantilism and the economic events leading to the Revolution, by use of a unique role-playing scenario, engaging independent research, and cooperative group learning.


	TEKS Objectives   (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html#113.32)
8.4A - analyze causes of the American Revolution, including the Proclamation of 1763, the Intolerable Acts, the Stamp Act, mercantilism, lack of representation in Parliament, and British economic policies following the French and Indian War;
8.12A - identify economic differences among different regions of the United States;
8.12B - explain reasons for the development of the plantation system, the transatlantic slave trade, and the spread of slavery;

8.14A - explain why a free enterprise system of economics developed in the new nation, including minimal government intrusion, taxation, and property rights.

8.30C - transfer information from one medium to another, including written to visual and statistical to written or visual, using computer software as appropriate.

8.30D - create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies information.
11th Grade AP US History: 

Evaluate the aspects of mercantilism that were ruinous to the overall economic health of the colonies; identify the main economic events leading to the Revolution


	Teacher to Teacher Notes  
· This lesson was designed to be used in either an 8th Grade Pre-AP US History or an 11th Grade AP US History class. The primary differences would be in the rubric for the essay in the Evaluation. 

· You may want to read the Teacher Handout document before the lesson to familiarize yourself with the basic aspects of mercantilism and the various Acts. 
· You should also print, cut, and laminate the Props prior to the lesson.



	Materials Needed:
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	Websites Used:

http://www.historycentral.com/revolt/Americans/PriorEconomic.html



	Procedures/Activities
Engage - The Teacher will lead the class in a role-playing exercise:

For this exercise, you will need 4 student volunteers.

A) Farmer
B) Colonial Merchant
C) Captain of the Ship
D) English Merchant
1) Have the students write their titles large on a piece of paper so the entire class can see who they are.

2) Give the Farmer the Prop-Tobacco card to represent his/her crop, give the Colonial Merchant a Prop-Tobacco
 Note, give the English Merchant a Prop-Finished Goods card to represent various finished items (i.e. - clothes, 
guns, forks, spoons, riding saddles)

3) Have the Farmer give the Prop-Tobacco card to the Colonial Merchant to certify that the crop is indeed good 
quality tobacco.

4) The Colonial Merchant will then exchange the tobacco for a Prop-Tobacco Note to the Farmer for his Prop-
Tobacco card

5) The Farmer will then use the Prop-Tobacco Note to purchase goods in the colonies

6) The Colonial Merchant will give the Prop-Tobacco card to the Captain of the Ship who will transport the 
tobacco to the English Merchant in England.

7) The English Merchant will then give the Prop-Finished Goods card to the Captain of the Ship who will bring
 the finished goods back to the Colonial Merchant who will then sell the goods to shop keepers in the colonies.
 (NOTE: the English Merchant does not pay for the tobacco in money, he pays for it in what HE believes to be a 
fair amount in finished goods, this often led to the colonists being cheated)

Explain - Hand out Economic Causes of the American Revolution worksheet. Present PowerPoint presentation that briefly outlines the differences in the main economic events leading to the Revolution. Within the presentation there are informal assessment moments to check for understanding.

Explore - 1) The students will be divided into groups of six. Each student will complete a webquest on one of the six  

                 events not previously discussed (see Handout 1).  A webquest is an activity in which the student uses the
                  internet to research an assigned concept using only academically appropriate sites. 
a) mercantilism

b) salutary neglect

c) Sugar Act (1764)
d) Currency Act (1764)
e) Quartering Act (1765)

f) Stamp Act (1765)
g) Townshend Acts (1767)
h) Tea Act (1773)
i) Boston Tea Party (1773)
j) Intolerable Acts (1774)

2) After the webquest, the student will return to their groups and discuss their Act using the jigsaw method. At the end of this portion, each student should have a filled-in chart that explains each Act. Note: not all parts of the graph will be filled in.
3) After the students have satisfactorily grasped the concepts, instruct them to return to their desks and prepare to write an essay, the prompt is below under Assessments - Evaluate. You may have to complete this assignment the next day as the Role Playing Session, PowerPoint, and Webquest will probably take a class period.



	Assessment(s)
Evaluate – Assign the following prompt:  “In your opinion, what was the most significant of the discussed events that led to the American Revolution and why?”
8th Grade Rubric - 

40% - taking a position

30% - listing at least 3 reasons for the choice

30% - use of reason in determining the significant event

11th Grade Rubric -

20% - thesis-based answer

30% - using 3 good reasons by citing examples from the lesson

30% - use of reason in determining the significant event

20% - body proves thesis
 

	Instructional Alternatives
Extend - Hold class discussion on how these economic events fit into the political and social causes (ex. Stamp Act Congress, Boston Massacre, etc)

	Interdisciplinary Connections
English III TEKs: 
(1)  Reading/Vocabulary Development. Students understand new vocabulary and use it when reading and writing. Students are expected to:

(E)  use general and specialized dictionaries, thesauri, glossaries, histories of language, books of quotations, and other related references (printed or electronic) as needed.
(16) Writing/Persuasive Texts. Students write persuasive texts to influence the attitudes or actions of a specific audience on specific issues. Students are expected to write an argumentative essay (e.g., evaluative essays, proposals) to the appropriate audience
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Colonial Economics: Mercantilism


Teacher Note Document


Brief overview of mercantilism: 


In all regions of the colonies, merchants' attempts to promote economic growth were stifled by British policies of mercantilism. Long before capitalism, socialism, or communism were articulated as economic systems, Europe's economies had functioned under this system. The goal of mercantilism was to accumulate large stores of gold, silver, or other precious metals. Since money was viewed primarily as a store of value, the accumulation of money, in the reliable form of precious metals, was the wealth of the nation. Increasing the store of gold and silver was possible only through trade. A country would try to maximize its exports and minimize its imports, thus accumulating as much inflowing capital in the form of reliable precious metals as possible. Mercantilism could not be called a friendly, neighborly sort of system, since one country could only gain at the expense of another. In addition, the mercantile system promoted the acquisition of colonies for the purpose of exploitation for raw materials and development of markets for the exports of the mother country.
With such a mindset, English merchants were hardly inclined to support freedoms for the Americans which would interfere with their established system. One of the most fundamental causes of the war was the British attitude toward the American colonies. To British merchants and most of the Parliament, the American colonies were subject to the crown and Parliament. As Englishmen and equal subjects of the royal crown, the English-Americans felt that they deserved the rights of other Englishmen, including the right to be represented before the body which levied its taxies. In addition, the English-Americans felt that, due to the taxes and trade restrictions imposed by the distant Britain, the mother country was doing more harm than good for the colonists.

http://www.historycentral.com/revolt/Americans/PriorEconomic.html

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


Role Playing Session


For this exercise, you will need 4 student volunteers.


A) Farmer

B) Colonial Merchant

C) Captain of the Ship

D) English Merchant

1) Have the students write their titles large on a piece of paper so the entire class can see who they are.


2) Give the Farmer the Prop-Tobacco card to represent his/her crop., give the Colonial Merchant a Prop-Tobacco Note, give the English Merchant a Prop-Finished Goods card to represent various finished items (i.e. - clothes, guns, forks, spoons, riding saddles)


3) Have the Farmer give the Prop-Tobacco card to the Colonial Merchant to certify that the crop is indeed good quality tobacco.


4) The Colonial Merchant will then exchange the tobacco for a Prop-Tobacco Note to the Farmer for his Prop-Tobacco card


5) The Farmer will then use the Prop-Tobacco Note to purchase goods in the colonies


6) The Colonial Merchant will give the Prop-Tobacco card to the Captain of the Ship who will transport the tobacco to the English Merchant in England.


7) The English Merchant will then give the Prop-Finished Goods card to the Captain of the Ship who will bring the finished goods back to the Colonial Merchant who will then sell the goods to shop keepers in the colonies. (NOTE: the English Merchant does not pay for the tobacco in money, he pays for it in what HE believes to be a fair amount in finished goods, this often led to the colonists being cheated)
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Economic Causes of the American Revolution







mercantilism

		Mercantilism is the economic process in which a "Mother Country" limits the trade of its colonies to only benefit the "Mother Country". The goal of mercantilism is to collect large amounts of gold and money for the "Mother Country”.

		This led to a shortage of cash in the colonies and forced the colonists to depend on Britain for finished goods.









A quick question

		Is mercantilism justified? What if the Mother Country is supplying defense for the colonies?











salutary neglect

		Britain began practicing this from 1696-1763

		This was a period of relaxed economic restrictions on the colonies.

		The British government believed that if the colonies would be left alone, they would flourish.



VALUE OF EXPORTS FROM

THE AMERICAN COLONIES

TO ENGLAND

(IN POUNDS STERLING)

Year Total

1700    £ 395,021

1710       249,814

1720       468,188

1730       572,585

1740       718,416

1750       814,768

1760       761,099

1770     1,015,535







a quick question

		To what extent do you think this period of Salutary Neglect effected the fundamental ideas of liberty, freedom, and independence? 

		Why did the colonists not rebel during this period of relaxed control, especially when it might be easier to rebel?









Sugar Act (1764)

		The British government needed a way to pay for the debt incurred from defending the colonies during the French and Indian War.

		This act raised revenue by increasing taxes on sugar imported from the West Indies.

		This marked the end of salutary neglect.

		The colonists reacted by protesting.









a quick question

		Who is ultimately responsible for paying for the defense of the colonies, the colonists or the country benefiting from the colonies?









Currency Act (1764)

		The colonial governments were printing their own money and it hurt the British economy.

		The Currency Act of 1764 forbade the colonial governments from printing their own money; this plan would strengthen the British economy at the expense of the colonies.

		The First Continental Congress met and called for its repeal.
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