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Model Lesson Plan

Melody McClean

Oakland Elementary

	Course:

Social Studies
	Title of Unit:

Events and People Related to 

American Independence
	Title of Lesson:

What are “Rules of Civility?”

	Grade Level:

5
	
	Time Frame:

One 30 minute class period


	Description Students will compare George Washington’s “Rules of Civility” to accepted social norms of today in game card format.

	TEKS Objectives (http://www.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113c.html#113.32 )
5.2B-History. Identify Founding Fathers and Patriot heroes including…George Washington…and their motivations and contributions during the revolutionary period.
5.19A-Government. Explain the contributions of the Founding Fathers to the development of the national government.
5.24A-Social Studies Skills.  Differentiate between, locate, and use valid primary and secondary sources such as…print material.  
5.24B-Social Studies Skills. Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions.
5.24 E-Social Studies Skills.  Identify the historical context of an event.
5.26A&B-Social Studies Skills.  The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working independently and with others, in a variety of settings.


	Teacher to Teacher Notes 

Cards attached to the lesson plan include 8 of Washington’s “Rules of Civility” and 8 of Clark’s “Essential 55” on them.  The cards will be printed on cardstock. Washington’s rules are written in archaic language that 5th grade students might find difficult to decipher.  Clark’s will be more readily understandable to them.  Each small group will match a rule of Washington’s to the corresponding rule by Clark.  Students may need to use a dictionary to look up unfamiliar words.  After they are matched up, you may do a variety of exercises with them:  discuss what each means, rank in order of importance, explain why the language of Washington’s may make the meaning slightly different, etc. 



	Materials needed: 

Text: George Washington—A Collection by W.B. Allen 

Text: The Essential 55 by Ron Clark
(Suggested) text: George Washington by Mike Venezia

Dictionaries for each group of students

Cards with Washington’s “Rules” on them and Clark’s “Essential 55” on them
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	Media used:

Suggestion: rent the DVD “The Ron Clark Story” and show clips from the movie which depict Clark instructing his students on the rules of behavior.
Suggestion: use a clip from You Tube from the TNT movie about Ron Clark if appropriate. 


	Procedures/Activities
Engage: Read aloud George Washington by Mike Venezia, a picture book to students which involves Washington’s character.  Also, read excerpts from Washington’s letter to his nephew, George Steptoe Washington, which indicate how important one’s actions are with regard to character.
Explain: Several years ago, a NYC teacher wrote a very popular book called The Essential 55, which became a bestseller and a TNT movie starring Matthew Perry from “Friends”. It has basic rules for commonly accepted behaviors which are necessary to be successful in life. (You may want to introduce this book to them earlier in the year as journal prompts or class discussion topics.) The clips that are available online (YouTube) deal more with Clark’s strategies for teaching than with the rules of etiquette.  You may want to rent the DVD and show film clips where he is actually instructing his students in the art of proper behavior instead of showing one of the clips from YouTube. 
Explore: What does the word “civility” mean?  (Being civil—means acting in accordance to accepted social norms; also means to interact appropriately with others.) Explain to students that they may not understand the language used in the mid-1700’s by George Washington, but that social norms have not really changed much from then to today.  Students will then be given cards in a Ziploc or envelope and work with a group, or in partners, to match Washington’s rule to Clark’s rule. After the students have matched Clark’s rule to Washington’s rule, check for correct matches.  Have students explain what the rule means, if there are any differences in Clark’s rule and Washington’s rule (that was lost in translation), and which rule they consider most important of those addressed.


	Assessment(s)
Evaluate: Have each group or team of two explain one of the rules in their own words.  Ask students if there are any slight differences in Washington’s rule and Clark’s rule, and how our society has changed from Revolutionary Times which accounts for those differences.  Each student could then write in their journal to explain which rule he/she thinks is most relevant to his/her life on a daily basis.  


	Instructional Alternatives
Extend: Have groups fill out the SOAPSTone Document Analysis (see Materials Needed section) to analyze who each writer’s target audience is or might have been.


	Interdisciplinary Connections

 ELA TEKS (journal writing) will be covered through Social Studies TEKS:
 5.25 communicates in written, oral, and visual forms

        A. use social studies terminology correctly

        B. incorporate main and supporting ideas in verbal and written communication

        E. use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation

ELPS Objectives

c2G understand general meaning, main points, and details

c3E share in cooperative groups

c4G show comprehension of English text individually and in groups

c5G narrate, describe, and explain in writing
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Ron Clark’s Rule:







“If I or any other teacher in the school is speaking to or disciplining a student, do not look at that student.  You wouldn’t want others looking at you if you were in trouble or being reprimanded, so don’t look at others in that situation.”











George Washington’s Rule:







“The gestures of the body must be suited to the discourse you are upon.”











Ron Clark’s Rule:







“Do not smack your lips, tsk, roll your eyes, or show disrespect with gestures.”







George Washington’s Rule:







“If you cough, sneeze, sigh, or yawn, do it not loud but privately, and speak not in your yawning, but put your handkerchief or hand before your face and turn aside.”







Ron Clark’s Rule:







“When you cough or sneeze or burp, it is appropriate to turn your head away from others and cover your mouth with the full part of your hand.  Using a fist is not acceptable.  Afterward, you should say, “Excuse me.”







George Washington’s Rule:







“Superfluous compliments and all affectation of ceremonies are to be avoided, yet where due they are not to be neglected.”







Ron Clark’s Rule:







“If someone in the class wins a game or does something well, we will congratulate that person.”











George Washington’s Rule:







“When you see a crime punished, you may be inwardly pleased; but show pity to the suffering offender.”







George Washington’s Rule:







“When another speaks, be attentive yourself…”











Ron Clark’s Rule:







“If you are asked a question in conversation, you should ask a question in return.  It is only polite to show others that you are just as interested in them as they are in you.”















George Washington’s Rule:







“Drink not nor talk with your mouth full; …talk not with meat in your mouth.”







Ron Clark’s Rule:







“Do not talk with your mouth full.  Sometimes, people will place a hand over their mouth and talk anyway. Don’t do that.  Wait until you have swallowed your food to speak.”











George Washington’s Rule:







“Labor to keep alive in your breast that little spark of celestial fire called conscience.”







Ron Clark’s Rule:







“No matter what the circumstances, always be honest. Even if you have done something wrong, it is best to admit it to me, because I will respect that…”







George Washington’s Rule:







“In putting off your hat to persons of distinction, … make a reverence, bowing [to] the person…”







Ron Clark’s Rule:







“When I introduce you to people, make sure that you remember their names.  Then, when we are leaving, make sure to shake their hands and thank them, mentioning their names as you do so.”
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Title of Document: __________________________________________

Speaker: (who created it) ____________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


Occasion: (time and place-use your background information)


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Audience: (who was this document addressed to) __________________


_________________________________________________________


Purpose: (reason this document was created) _____________________


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________

Subject: (what is the main idea of the document) __________________


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________

Tone: (attitude of the document) ______________________________


_________________________________________________________


